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A Narrative History of the  

Montgomery County Senior Softball League 

A Continuing History – 2020  

 

FOREWORD: Nobody saw it coming. It was beyond unthinkable. The historical coronavirus 

pandemic of 2020 impacted the American way of life to an unprecedented extent. The activities 

of the Montgomery County Senior Softball League literally came to an abrupt halt in early 

March near the end of the winter indoor season. The stoppage continued right through spring 

and into summer until late July, when the league resumed activities on a limited and revised 

basis. In keeping with the practice of publishing an annual summation of the league’s continuing 

history, following is a compilation of the significant chapters of activities as they occurred when 

and where.  The narrative presented below follows the calendar of events as they occurred and 

were prepared by the league historian in a traditional linear fashion beginning in November, 

2019.  

George F. Schreader, League Historian 

 

THE NEXT DECADE IS UNDERWAY 

The 2020 Montgomery County Senior Softball League season kicked off with the annual 

Board of Directors meeting on Thursday, November 7th, 2019, commencing at 10:30 a.m. at the 

KC Prime restaurant in Warrington, PA. Commissioner John Frantz presided over the meeting 

attended by thirty-two of the Board’s forty-three members, thanking everyone for their 

continuous support and dedication to making the league as strong as it has ever been. On the 

agenda for the meeting were the following key topics: 1) general business, 2) treasurer’s report 

and audit report, 3) the 2020 summer scheduling, 4) annual family summer picnic, 5) changes to 

hall-of-fame process, 6) the new team re-structuring process for the 2020 summer season, and 7) 

changes through the annual membership suggestion process.  
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After a few general announcements to remind everyone of the winter and summer league 

application deadlines, the upcoming holiday party deadline, and changes in sponsorships (new 

were Ciocca Chevrolet of Princeton and the North Penn YMCA taking over for Upper Bucks 

Orthopedics), the meeting moved forward covering the general agenda items. Of important 

significance was Health & Safety Director Jim Binsberger’s proposal to purchase a new 

defibrillator, as the original unit needs updating. The motion was passed to spend up to $2,500 

for the upgrade, which would include training.  

League Treasurer Ron Clemens presented the financial report for the 2019 fiscal year 

and a budget for the 2020 fiscal year, both reports being made available on the website. White 

Division Director Vince Torno then presented the review of the most recent audit. As 

anticipated, no issues were found. A recommendation was made to include a report regarding 

player checks that are turned over to the treasurer. League Secretary Jim Marple would create 

this report.  

The annual family picnic, scheduled for Saturday, June 20th, once again this year will 

include the Phillies Ball Girls in a charity game against the league members. The 2020 summer 

season schedule was revised and approved.  The primary revision was arranging the Blue 

Division games to be played in the 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. slots during the hotter months of 

June, July, and August. Also, the game times for the month of October were changed to 9:30 

a.m., 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 2:00 p.m., primarily to allow the field maintenance team more 

daylight to prepare the field. The 2020 summer season schedule ends on October 22nd.  

League Historian George Schreader presented a proposal to change the Hall-of-Fame 

process, the motion being approved. Following is a summary of the approved changes: 1) 

Nomination Committee is re-named to “Screening Committee,” is reduced to five members 

down from seven (League Historian plus four); such members must be currently active and 

remain active or be replaced, 2) the League Historian, in conjunction with the Commissioner and 

Assistant Commissioner, will choose the initial four new members based upon integrity, strong 

familiarity with league membership, and willingness to take on the responsibility; members will 

be at the discretion of the League Historian, will serve two to four years, with year-to-year 

replacements as deemed necessary, 3) a new nomination form will replace the old form to further 

clarify the eligibility aspects of the nomination; 4) a league member must have been active for a 
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minimum of three years to make a nomination; a nomination will expire after three years, but 

person may be nominated again, 5) the annual ballot is limited to three candidates per year, 6) at 

least 70% of the current roster of Board members must cast a vote for the process to be declared 

valid or the process for that year will be declared invalid and there will be no inductees; if the 

process is validated, a minimum of 70% must have voted FOR to declare the candidate as an 

inductee.    

Restructuring of the league for the 2020 summer season was a result of the restructuring 

proposal made back in 2019, which had been deferred pending further study by a task force 

assigned by Commissioner Frantz. In July of 2019, the task force’s proposal was approved by the 

Board of Directors to be placed into effect for the 2020 season. The league would establish eight 

White Division teams with up to 15-man rosters, and six Blue Division teams with up to 15-man 

rosters. Selection Committees, one for the White Division and one for the Blue Division, were 

set up for the restructuring process. Players who submitted application for the summer league 

indicated their preference of either White or Blue division play. Players who indicated to play 

White, but who were not chosen for a White Division roster during the restructuring process, 

were automatically deferred to the Blue Division. 

Following is a brief summary of the team selection process: 1) Selection Committees 

consisting of five individuals each were to be established for both the White Division and the 

Blue Division, 2) player criteria was more precisely outlined (i.e. known skills, known history of 

full or partial attendance during span of season due to late arrival or early departure from/to 

winter residences), 3) Selection Committees were to evaluate the players and to balance the 

teams by placing a select number (to be determined) of players (which included the 

player/manager) on each team, 4) conducting a draft by the managers to fill the remaining roster 

slots from the pool of White Division sign-ups, 5) managers were allotted the opportunity to 

negotiate “trades” subject to the Selection Committee’s approval that all eight teams achieved 

parity. 

The final agenda item was the annual review and discussion of the suggestions submitted 

by the league membership through the process established by the league in past years. This year 

there were 74 suggestions submitted. As has been the process in recent years, League Secretary 
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Jim Marple categorized similar topics for the purpose of consolidating time of discussion. As is 

protocol, a two-thirds majority is required to adopt a rule change or suggestion. 

Following is a brief summary of the rule changes that were approved: 1) League Mission 

Statement and Nature of the League both revised for clarity, 2) umpiring (adopted into the rules) 

criteria was revised to clarify appeals and unavailability of umpires, 3) courtesy runner – for 

White Division only, Rule 2h is modified such that players who require a courtesy runner from 

home or when initially safely occupying any base for whatever the reason must be identified to 

the opposing manager and umpires prior to the game; no other courtesy runners are permitted 

once the game commences unless a player is injured during the game. 

Following is a brief summary of the suggestions that were approved: 1) Hatfield 

Township Liaison Bud Hyndman will ask the township about modifying the dugouts to include 

ventilation slots, 2) field maintenance crew will have the option of cancelling the 9:00 a.m. game 

if it is felt the field will be playable by the 10:30 a.m. game; hotline message will go out at 7:30 

a.m., 3) as a safety measure, the orange first base bag will be eliminated and replaced by a 

second first base bag added to foul territory approximately three feet from the true first base bag; 

on plays at first base, runner must run in foul territory to the second bag or it will be an 

automatic out, 4) batting mats – Field Operations Director Tom Lane will investigate the 

purchase of batting mats, authorization to spend up to $500, 5) new bases – Field Operations 

Director Tom Lane will investigate purchasing new bases of a different composition for better 

traction when wet and remain level with the field, 6) smelling salts will be added to the first aid 

kit, 7) Division issues – when appropriate, voting on issues solely applicable to the division will 

be conducted solely by the division managers or members; modified rules for both Red and Blue 

Divisions are now posted on the website.   

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. by Commissioner Frantz, who thanked all for 

their spirited discussion and input. 
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THE 2020 WINTER INDOOR SEASON 

 The MCSSL’s Winter League Director, Gordy Detweiler, got the season started in early 

January, again at the XL Sports World facility in Hatfield Township. In mid-December, Gordy 

assembled the managers and held the traditional draft, again fielding ten teams. The league this 

winter season saw a total of 111 players (10 new players) signing up to play winter softball. 

Scheduling continued the same with no changes from the previous year, all teams playing 

twenty-two games each. On Tuesdays and Thursdays there would again be a full four games 

scheduled at 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 noon, and 1:30 p.m. On Wednesday mornings, two games 

were scheduled at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

 League play continued from early January until early March uninterrupted by inclement 

weather until the season came to an unforeseen abrupt halt. With only one week remaining in the 

season, the historical coronavirus pandemic hit home here in Pennsylvania. The XL sports 

facility closed its doors, but the MCSSL had already responded to the safety and health concerns 

for the league’s members by officially cancelling the remainder of the winter indoor season. 

 

 2020 SUMMER SEASON LEAGUE RE-STRUCTURING 

 The league’s restructuring process was headed by White Division Director Vince Torno 

and by Blue Division Director Jim Binsberger. The two Selection Committees were formed in 

January, members being chosen based upon each having a good understanding of the playing 

abilities of league players, attention to the objective of the restructuring process, and having a 

reputation within the league as being impartial and fair. Based upon these criteria, the White 

Division Selection Committee (WDSC) consisted of Gary Krause, Steve Alligood, Bobby Sipes, 

Bob Miller, and Timmy Smith; the Blue Division Selection Committee (BDSC) consisted of five 

anonymous individuals. Before team structuring was initiated, eight player/managers were 

endorsed for the White Division, and six player/managers endorsed for the Blue Division. 

(NOTE: In mid-January, Vince Torno conducted a new player evaluation session at the XL Sport 

Center to evaluate the eleven new players who signed up for the summer league; attendees were 

assessed as to their abilities and expected levels of play for recommendation to White or Blue 

Division play.)  
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 Vince Torno commenced with the initial task of first assembling the partial rosters for the 

eight teams of the White Division. In late January, the WDSC gathered and reviewed the pool of 

league player sign-ups who indicated preference to play in the White Division. From that pool, 

the WDSC structured eight teams consisting of ten players per team (including one 

player/manager per team). After the WDSC reached consensus on team parity, the eight 

player/managers were provided with their partial rosters for review, then invited to participate in 

a final draft of their remaining four players to fill the fourteen-man roster. The final four players 

were drafted from the pool of those remaining signed-up players. The draft was conducted the 

last week of January at the XL Sports World facility under the oversight of Vince Torno.  

 Once the White Division teams were finalized, Jim Binsberger commenced with 

structuring the six Blue Division Teams. Players who had originally signed up indicating their 

preference to play in the White Division, but who were not placed or drafted for the White 

Division, were automatically transferred to the Blue Division pool as had been indicated on the 

2020 summer league application. The BDSC structured six teams consisting of fourteen/fifteen-

man rosters. Unlike the White Division re-structuring, the BDSC did not draft players, but rather 

the committee structured all six teams by placing all players on the roster. 

In keeping with the league tradition of team nomenclature “M”, the following teams and 

managers were established for the coming 2020 summer season. The White Division: Magicians, 

Wayne Bailey, Manager; Maniacs, Steve Czyzewicz, manager; Marathons, Jim Flynn, Manager; 

Missiles, Tom Levins, Manager; Monarchs, Joe Kelly, Manager; Mountaineers, Joe Sharp, 

Manager; Musketeers, George Schreader, Manager; Mystics, Steve Mallozzi, Manager. The Blue 

Division: Magics, Pete Perez, Manager; Marshals, Jim Kotz, Manager; Marvels, Jim Morano, 

Manager; Masters, Bob Gaugler, Manager; Mavericks, Don Leatherman, Manager; Miracles, 

Mike Dent, Manager. 

 The structure of the Red Division for the 2020 summer season remained essentially the 

same as last year. Red Division Director, Bob Miller, in February conducted the annual 

structuring of the Red Division teams, all consisting of players from the White Division who 

signed up to play an extra game per week in this supplemental division. There were 57 players 

who signed up, 36 indicating to play on a regular basis, 21of them indicating to play as “extra” 

players. As a result, the Red Division would only field three teams consisting of a twelve-man 
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roster each for the coming season. There was a change to the Monday scheduling, that being that 

each team would play a double-header once every third week. Rule modifications basically 

remained the same. The Red Division teams and managers: Mantles, Jimmy Weiss, Manager; 

Mazeroskis, Joe Laskowski, Manager; Musials, Bob Miller, Manager. 

  

THE LEAGUE’S BUSINESS AND ANNUAL KICK-OFF 

It was history already in the making at the time of the traditional annual kick-off meeting. 

The great Coronavirus pandemic virtually shut down America by the beginning of April, and as a 

result, the MCSSL essentially closed up shop for the foreseeable future, cancelling the annual 

meeting and CPR/AED training. The league membership was put on hold until further notice, 

also being advised that Hatfield Township had closed down School Road Park and all its 

facilities.  

One important item of business, however, that was earmarked to be on the agenda was 

the issue of including team Assistant Managers on the Board of Directors. Later, in early June, 

Commissioner John Frantz put out notice to all the Managers to select and advise who their 

Assistant Managers would be, as these individuals would become Board members. The 

importance of this was because of the pending Board voting regarding future matters and actions 

of the league in the midst of the pandemic. Managers, of course, complied and named their 

assistants based upon an individual’s perceived responsibility and league standing. 

 

THE MCSSL HALL OF FAME 

 Calendar Year 2020 would have marked the sixth year of the MCSSL Hall of Fame 

program to honor those members who have contributed their time, talents, and determination to 

mold the MCSSL into the organization as we know it today. Again, due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic and shutdown of the league, all Hall of Fame activities were suspended for the year. 

(Note: This year would have initiated the major change to the process, which was proposed to 

the Board of Directors and approved at the annual meeting held in November, 2019.) 
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THE TRAVEL TEAM MARAUDERS 

 In the interest of maximizing the safety of not only the MCSSL’s players, but also those 

of our fellow senior competitive teams around the region, all travel team activity was suspended 

for the 2020 season. 

 

THE SOCIAL & TOURNAMENT SCENE 

 Following the league’s approach to maximizing the safety of its players, all social 

activities – to include all picnics, photo day, the annual golf outing, the Phillies Ball Girls charity 

game, the annual One-Pitch tournament, the annual Holiday Party – were all canceled for the 

2020 season.  

 

THE LEAGUE’S NEW DECEASED MEMBER CONDOLENCE PROCESS 

Even prior to the pandemic shutdown, one of the focal topics that had been discussed 

among several top league officers was the need for the league to have a more consistent process 

for providing condolences to former and current MCSSL players and other family members who 

have passed away. Commissioner John Frantz asked both Assistant Commissioner Mike 

DeStefano and Health & Safety Director Jim Binsberger to draft a formal league process. By 

mid-April, Mike and Jim had drafted a document addressing that issue, and by mid-May the 

policy was sent out to all the league’s managers for any additional comments. The new policy 

outlined the responsibilities of league officers and managers, and detailed the process for the 

passing of a current player or retired player, condolence gift from the league, and options for the 

passing of family members of league players. The policy was ultimately passed by the Board and 

went into effect and was incorporated into the By-laws in June.  
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THE LEAGUE’S RESUMPTION OF SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

It wasn’t until the last week of July that the league was able to resume activities. But it 

didn’t just “switch on.” It was only able to begin again because of the many diversified talents of 

the league’s members, a group of whom made it all happen by devoting their time and efforts in 

the months preceding the re-start. This select group worked closely with Hatfield Township 

before their authorization was given to resume. 

In late May, Commissioner John Frantz was already on top of the situation and organized 

a task group to study what could be done to resume league play in the wake of the pandemic. The 

group consisted of the following individuals: Commissioner John Frantz; Assistant 

Commissioner Mike DeStefano; Secretary Jim Marple; Treasurer Ron Clemens; Blue Division 

Director and Health & Safety Director Jim Binsberger; White Division Director Vince Torno; 

Red Division Director Bob Miller; Subject Matter Expert on Health Dr. Jim Albrecht; Subject 

Matter Expert on Legal Issues John Packel. The group began drafting a covid-19 safety plan.   

In early June, a survey was sent out to the league membership to determine the number of 

individuals who might be willing to play during the pandemic under the directive of the 

forthcoming finalized safety plan. Members were advised at this time that neither Hatfield 

Township nor the league had yet approved play. The result of the survey was that 80% of the 

membership indicated to play under the pending safety plan. On July 1st, it was put out to the 

Board of Directors to vote on whether to play or not. The Board voting resulted in 79% 

affirmative to play, meeting the two-thirds requirement under the by-laws. 

The Board approved the resumption of play for the summer season under the protocols of 

the final Covid-19 Safety & Operating Plan (approved by the league’s insurance carrier, and 

later in the month approved by Hatfield Township). On July 9th, notification was put out to the 

league membership, which included the safety plan and the required waiver form. Players were 

urged to closely study the plan and all its requirements, then decide whether to play and submit 

the waiver form. The results were 48% Blue Division players responding YES, and 84% White 

Division players responding YES. The Red Division indicated 36 players from the White 

Division would play. Jim Binsberger, Blue Division Director, and Vince Torno, White Division 

Director, commenced to work on team structuring for the now-revised season. The results were 
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three teams in the Blue Division (Mavericks, Magics, and Masters rosters re-arranged [Marshals, 

Miracles, and Marvels eliminated]), seven teams in the White Division (Magicians, Maniacs, 

Missiles, Monarchs, Mountaineers, Musketeers, and Mystics [Marathons team members were re-

assigned to alternate teams]), and three teams in the Red Division (Mantles, Mazeroskis, and 

Musials [rosters remaining the same]).  

By the end of July, the safety plan had been approved by Hatfield Township, and 

Directors Torno and Binsberger along with Commissioner Frantz held meetings with team 

managers to cover such agenda items as the details of the safety plan, manager responsibilities 

and requirements, the league’s revised schedule, waiver and temperature-check documentation 

forms, and team parity. On July 21st, a message was put out to all players outlining the 

individual’s responsibilities, and on July 24th the revised summer schedule and rosters were sent 

out. On Monday, July 27th, the summer season resumed with a week of practice before the 

normal game schedule started.  

An integral part of the process included a weekly message from Dr. Jim Albrecht that 

would keep the membership up to date on any advisories, issues, or problems related to the 

interactions of players, or pandemic matters. One of the key components of the safety plan was 

in keeping with national protocols regarding body temperature checks, and the league purchased 

three thermometers for managers to utilize for recording and documenting each player’s 

temperature prior to each player being allowed to play on that day. Dr. Albrecht also provided a 

very informative explanation on the actual variation of human body temperatures.   

The revised summer schedule was set up for White and Blue Division teams to play 

twenty-four games, and Red Division teams to play sixteen games. Because of the odd number 

of teams in the White and Red Divisions, each team was scheduled to play multiple 

doubleheaders. The Blue Division teams did not play doubleheaders. Because of the relative low 

number of games on the revised schedule, White Division Director Torno opted to open three 

unused time slots on Wednesdays for teams to make-up games that had been canceled due to 

inclement weather. It was a first for the league, but considering the circumstances, teams were 

appreciative to be able to play a full schedule. 
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In early October, Commissioner Frantz put out a notification to the league membership 

thanking everyone for their cooperation, understanding, and compliance with all league 

protocols, and also summarizing the current status of the league. John advised that the 

“suggestion” process this year would be suspended (account there would be no end-of-season 

Board meeting), and no social events in the foreseeable future. John also advised that a task 

group would be formed to explore potentially playing the winter indoor season. Another survey 

was sent out to the membership to determine the level of interest for participating indoors given 

the current status of the pandemic. More would come on this issue following the conclusion of 

the summer season.  

The season ended on October 22nd, and to the complete gratification of the entire league, 

except for a few “tweaks” here and there, the safety plan worked to near perfection and kept 

everyone safe and sickness-free. The group members who constructed the safety plan did one 

marvelous job succeeding at a most difficult task when it seemed almost impossible. And those 

league members who played in the shortened season also did one amazing job following the plan 

protocols. 

 

A VERY SPECIAL MCSSL CHARITY APPEAL 

 As all are aware, one of the most notable achievements of the MCSSL as an organization 

has been its annual drive to raise money for local charities, each year establishing a needy 

organization as a recipient by consensus of the league officers. Monies over the past years have 

traditionally been raised through league events, to include the annual one-pitch tournament, the 

annual golf outing, sale of used golf balls by member Ben Fiore, and the generous donations of 

supporters, sponsors, and league members. During this season of the corona virus pandemic, 

however, all event activities were cancelled, virtually eliminating the sources of income for the 

league’s annual charity effort.  

 Ben Fiore, however, continued his annual used golf ball drive. Based on a message from 

Ben asking where to send the money he had collected, in early September, Commissioner John 

Frantz solicited ideas and suggestions from league officers and several members regarding a 

charity effort. The response was quick and decisive. In this time of national crisis, local families 
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in need were at the top of everyone’s list. Manna-on-Main-Street, a local food bank located in 

Lansdale, was suggested by several local league members. It was a unanimous choice. League 

Historian George Schreader, and members-at-large Chuck Favata and Lou Bolgosano, 

volunteered to handle the task of collecting the donations and contacting the Manna organization.  

Commissioner Frantz immediately put out an appeal to the league membership, asking 

solely for monetary donations dedicated to Manna. The appeal focused on the needs of local 

families in this time of the pandemic crisis.  The response by the MCSSL league membership 

was overwhelming. Monetary donations received over the following weeks, both at the field and 

through the mail, far exceeded any expectations. Members donated a total of $4,220, the most 

money ever raised in the history of the organization despite having no fund-raising event 

activities.  

 Early in October, George, Chuck, and Lou made initial contact with Manna, and met with 

Food Resources Director, Britt Peterson. A synopsis of the league’s annual charity objectives 

was presented, and the three representatives were given a tour of the Manna facility and 

introduced to its activities. Without a doubt, this year’s choice of Manna as the recipient could 

not have been more fulfilling. By early November, all monetary donations had been tabulated. 

On November 11th, George, Lou, and Chuck met once again with Manna officers Susan O’Neill 

(Market Manager) and Vince Caperelli (Development Director) and turned over the donation to 

the organization. Needless to say, the donation was graciously and gratifyingly accepted by the 

organization, along with the promise that both the MCSSL and the Manna organization would 

promote the generous efforts of the league.   

  

THE SHORTENED SEASON COMES TO AN END 

 What else can be said other than it was a year of unprecedented happenings. But despite 

the greatest setback ever experienced by the MCSSL, we pulled it off and we played ball. It was 

a fitting tribute to the great talents and unselfish contributions of all the league members, all of 

whom made it happen. In the final weekly message from Dr. Albrecht, he pointed out that 

nobody in our league contacted Covid-19 or tested positive, and urged all members to continue 

following national protocols of wearing masks, social-distancing, and avoiding close-quarter 
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indoor activities. The hopes and prayers of all the membership at the time of this writing are for a 

return to normal this coming twenty-third summer season in 2021. But like every other year in its 

history, the league stands ready for whatever challenges might come ahead. 

(League Historian’s Note: At the time of this writing, the MCSSL had decided to cancel the 

forthcoming 2021 winter indoor season, citing health and safety concerns of the membership.) 

 


