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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2022 SUMMER SEASON 

 Baseball and softball, they say, are games of statistics. While the Montgomery County 

Senior Softball League does not keep individual statistics, we do, however, recognize the 

outstanding accomplishments and notable events that keep us all brimming with pride. Here are 

only some of the noteworthy things that have occurred or that have been accomplished by 

players and teams that make for fond memories in the season that has passed. 

 

• A Covid-Free Season: We spent a great season without any incidents of covid 

interfering with league activities. Once again, it was all attributable to the league 

membership following closely the league’s Covid 19 Safety and Operating Plan, 

which was implemented in 2020. 

 

• A Commissioner for the Ages: After serving as the MCSSL’s fourth commissioner 

for ten years, John Frantz stepped down at the conclusion of the Board of Director’s 

meeting in late October. John’s accomplishments were unparalleled in the league’s 

history, taking the organization to a whole new level. John will continue as a player, 

and will join previous commissioner Dennis Lapin as Commissioner Emeritus.   

 

• The Commissioner’s Sidekick: Great leaders always seem to have a great sidekick. 

Hall-of-Famer Mike DeStefano has served the league as Assistant Commissioner 

during John Frantz’s tenure as commissioner and has also done one terrific job. Mike 

also stepped down at the conclusion of the Board meeting, but will continue as a 

player. 

 

• A Player for the Ages: The MCSSL’s esteemed Social Director and Hall-of-Famer, 

Manny London, reached his 90th birthday and completed his twenty-third year as an 

active player. Manny was honored when Philadelphia’s Channel 6 Action News 

conducted an interview at School Road Park and aired the tribute during their late 

afternoon news segment. 
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• Another Player for the Ages: The MCSSL completed its twenty-fourth year of 

existence, and over that time period, more than four hundred players have come and 

gone through its ranks. It all started in a cow pasture back in 1999. One of those 

original guys was a youngster by the name of Ray Forlano, who just finished the 2022 

season like all the rest of us – anxiously awaiting the start-up of the twenty-fifth 

season. Hall-of-Famer Ray is certainly an inspiration for each and every one of us. 

 

• Giving Back to the Community Reaches a New Height: It all started back in 2015 

when Assistant Commissioner Mike DeStefano, recognizing how well blessed the 

league has become and how diversified its membership, suggested that the league 

consider a way to give back to the community. Our annual charity evolved from this, 

and each year since, the league has searched out and designated a worthy local 

charity. At the conclusion of this year, through our fund-raising events and donations, 

we surpassed the $20,000 mark in monies donated for many worthy causes.   

 

• Tuesday, July 26th, 2022:  A statistic probably no other league in America other than 

the MCSSL would even consider keeping… The White Division Mountaineers had a 

rather unique statistic happen in a game this past summer. The Mountaineers were far 

ahead going into the top of the sixth inning. Pitcher Steve Alligood threw only three 

pitches, resulting in three quick outs to end the sixth inning. As is sometimes the case, 

the opposing manager opts to “flip” and stay batting for the seventh inning. Again, 

Steve threw only three pitches, resulting in three more quick outs and the game was 

over. When you think about it, going back to the last pitch of the fifth inning, that was 

a total of seven pitches from the fifth to the seventh inning to end the game, all batted 

balls that were by all accounts struck well but caught for outs.  

 

• 2022 Summer Season: The Long Ball – Lotsa long balls over the fence! Hats off to 

all our guys who managed to sock at least one home run during regular league play at 

the Hatfield School Road Park They are: Ted Hoffmann, Mystics (4); Eric Young, 

Maniacs (2); Matt Becker, Magicians (1). 
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• Thursday, July 28th, 2022: Two hundred prayers are answered… Tommy Corcoran, 

one of the MCSSL’s Hall-of-Famers, after months of physical health issues that 

found our Tommy out of commission and facing prospects of the unknown that we all 

pray never happens to us, surprised not only his teammates, but everyone else at 

School Road Park. After a long touch-and-go recovery, Tommy unpredictably 

appeared at the Vic Zoldy viewing area to cheer on the Magicians in their game 

against the Mystics. Tommy wouldn’t be Tommy if he couldn’t wear his team jersey. 

But there he was, right at the fence to watch the game, the only thing missing being 

Tommy’s bike. But right after the game, there was even a bigger and better surprise 

that not even Tommy could have expected. The game over, both teams congregated at 

home plate, where Tommy was still at the fence watching the “high-fives” being 

exchanged. To Tommy’s complete surprise, both teams commenced singing “Happy 

Birthday” to Tommy. He thought he could get away with nobody noticing that today 

was Tommy’s 76th birthday. The singing of the ad hoc musical choir was, of course, 

simply awful. But the music coming from the hearts of all of Tommy’s buddies was 

beyond beautiful. Prayers are oft times answered in the strangest of ways.  

 

• Thursday, October 20th, 2022: So much more than just a snippet… This one wasn’t 

only a snippet, but also one of the highlights of the season, and it is worth repeating. 

It was the very last game of the 2022 summer season between the Musketeers and the 

Monarchs. Near the end of the game, we experienced a special happening. Behind the 

plate catching was Enzo Vassalluzzo, age 81. On the mound was John Packel, age 84. 

At the plate batting was Ray Forlano, age 85. Their ages combined, there stood 250 

years of senior softballers competing at the game that we have all come to love. What 

more needs to be said about this great league of ours?  

 

SEE YOU IN THE 2023 SEASON! 

 

 


