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A Narrative History of the  

Montgomery County Senior Softball League 

A Continuing History – 2022  

 

FOREWORD: The 2021 MCSSL summer season was completed from mid-April thru the end of 

October uninterrupted by the continuing coronavirus pandemic. The league’s compliance with 

the Covid 19 Safety and Operating Plan, implemented in 2020, was certainly a determining 

factor. While not all the league’s traditional activities were reinstated, it was a successful season 

nonetheless. Moving into 2022, the league’s twenty-fourth year, with the vestiges of the 

pandemic still lingering, the league moved forward in the hopes that all activities would be 

resumed by the end of the coming summer season. The following narrative presents the calendar 

events as they occurred and were prepared by the league historian beginning in November, 

2021.  

George F. Schreader, League Historian 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ANNUAL MEETING   

After an absence of a year, the Montgomery County Senior Softball League held the 

annual Board of Directors meeting on Wednesday, November 4th, 2021, beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

A change of venue this year was the feature of the day. Despite the league’s acknowledgement of 

membership herd immunity relative to the continuing covid pandemic, it was decided in the best 

interests of safety and health to hold the meeting outdoors at School Road Park under the 

pavilion. Fortunately, the weather cooperated somewhat, the day dry and sunny, albeit chilly.  

Commissioner John Frantz commenced activities by welcoming 42 attending members of 

the MCSSL’s Board of Directors. Absent were eight members. Secretary Jim Marple advised 

that the day’s voting would require 28 of the 42 attendees to make the two-thirds majority to pass 

voting in accordance with the By-Laws. John thanked everyone for attending despite the 
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marginally uncomfortable conditions, and focused immediately on the day’s agenda, which 

included: 1) financial items (Treasurer’s report; budget; audit), 2) holiday party plans, 3) winter 

league, 4) Red Division status, 5) By-Laws changes, 6) 2022 summer schedule plans, 7) summer 

league applications, 8) suggestions/review, and 9) new business. 

Treasurer Ron Clemens presented his report on the league’s financial situation for the 

fiscal year (November 1st to October 31st), gladly reporting that the league continues to be solidly 

solvent. Ron reported that member Pat Fynes conducted this year’s audit taking no exceptions, 

and that the league will be looking toward 2022 sponsorship income, which occurs every three-

year cycle. The motion was put forward and the treasurer’s report was unanimously accepted. 

Immediately following was Commissioner Frantz’s advisement that, due to the continuing 

pandemic situation and decision of the safety & health group, the annual holiday party 

traditionally held in December will be cancelled for the second year in a row. 

The Winter League was next on the agenda, generating much discussion focused mainly 

on the covid issue. Commissioner Frantz advised that the league’s Subject Matter Expert on 

Health, Dr. Jim Albrecht, recommended the league could play safely as the risk this coming year 

is greatly diminished. Dr. Albrecht cited such factors as herd immunity and recommended 

booster shots for those already vaccinated, and adherence to protocols such as the wearing of 

masks into and out of the XL Sports World facility and while waiting to play (mask not required 

once the field of play is occupied). Dr. Albrecht further advised that anyone coming into contact 

should avoid attending games, and requested that he be advised when a member receives his 

booster shot or initial shots. Much discussion followed on the issue of mandating vaccination for 

all players, which was vocally overruled by the majority of attendees. The motion to play or not 

to play the winter league competition was put to vote, and voting favored to play a 2022 Winter 

League season. Winter applications would be arranged immediately, and Gordy Detweiler once 

again would organize the draft and league set-up. 

The status of the then-defunct Red Division was next on the agenda, the issue of whether 

to reinstate the division or permanently eliminate it. Commissioner Frantz recapped the history of 

the 2021 withdrawal of the division (note: see 2021 narrative history for details). John 

emphasized that the league did not “throw out” the players, who all continued to remain as White 

Division members, but that the Red Division itself withdrew from the league’s organizational 
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structure. After much discussion from both sides of the argument, the motion was put forward to 

either reinstate the Red Division with the stipulation that an alternate field be utilized, or to 

eliminate the division in entirety. The motion to reinstate the Red Division was not passed, and 

the league will have only Blue and White divisions for 2022. Following next on the agenda was a 

short discussion on the minor revisions to the league’s By-Laws, and the addition of the 

appendix Playing Softball in Hot Weather, both of which were immediately accepted by a 

unanimous vote of approval.  

Following a “box lunch in the sun”, arranged by the league’s Social Director Manny 

London, the meeting continued with the next agenda item, which was planning for the 2022 

summer season. First to be discussed was the report by Assistant Commissioner Mike DeStefano, 

who chaired the recent Alternate Field Committee, a task group formed by the Commissioner to 

explore the feasibility of the league procuring a second field during the hot months of July and 

August to eliminate the afternoon games. Commissioner Frantz pointed out that in July and 

August of 2021, there were 6 Blue, 14 White, 2 Red division games cancelled by heat (not rain). 

Mike reported on the findings of the committee, which advised that four alternate sites were to 

be considered as follows: 1) Druckenmiller Field in Sellersville ($20 per game, job box not 

permitted), 2) Bustard Road Field in Towamencin Township $60 per morning, storage 

unknown), 3) Rose Twig Park, Kenas Road in Montgomery Township ($40 per day, job box 

unknown), and 4) Stover Field #2 in Telford Borough (no charge, job box not permitted). Toilet 

facilities are available at all four locations.  Commissioner Frantz followed up by advising that 

the additional possibility was still “encouraging” to use the School Road Park field on Friday 

mornings, and that further discussion with Hatfield Township was pending.  

Further discussion followed regarding the structure of the scheduling for 2022, focusing 

on the options to add an additional field, to include Friday games, or to shift the start-up of July 

and August games to a half-hour earlier (i.e., first game at 8:30 a.m., last game at 1:00 p.m.) At 

this time, the Board decided that an alternate field would not be necessary for the 2022 season. 

With the elimination of the Red Division from the scheduling matrix, assuming that the league 

would retain eight White Division teams and six Blue Division teams, the schedule would 

require 14 game timeslots per week. Several schedule structure proposals were put forth, and 

ultimately the motion was made to vote on a compromised divisional structure of three Blue 
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Division games each on Mondays and Wednesdays, four White Division games each on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. There would be no regular summer season games on Fridays, which 

would be held available for potential Travel Team home games. The times of games would be 

the traditional normal times, except for July and August, when all games would start ½ hour 

earlier than normal. This structure would have only two White games per week scheduled for 

either 1:00 or 1:30 p.m., minimizing the potentially “heated-out” occurrences. The motion 

passed. The request was also made by several managers to have the schedule-makers consider a 

more evenly spread schedule, meaning that each team has as close as possible a ratio of equal 

morning to afternoon games. Several managers voiced that the 2021 schedule had several teams 

with many more afternoon games and fewer morning games. The 2022 schedule will address a 

more evenly balanced schedule. Secretary Jim Marple advised that the 2022 summer application 

will be put out before the end of calendar year 2021.  

Next on the agenda was new business. Member John Duffin addressed the attendees on 

the topic of the Phillies Ball Girls returning in 2022. John, who also works part time for the 

Phillies organization, advised that the group enjoys playing the MCSSL “old-tymers” so much 

that they have inquired if the league would be interested in their returning next summer not once, 

but for two scheduled events on different day visits. The response by the Board members was, to 

no one’s surprise, an overwhelming yes. John advised that the organization requires a minimum 

$500 donation per event to the Phillies charities, which the MCSSL has historically surpassed 

each year that the girls have visited. The league will pursue planning to schedule two events for 

next summer. John also inquired if the league membership would be interested in arranging for a 

tour of the Phillies’ Citizens Bank Park sometime next year, assuming that the Phillies 

organization does resume the touring program. As expected, the Board members responded 

affirmative. John will keep the league informed if and when the opportunity arises. 

League Historian George Schreader next addressed the attendees regarding the topic of 

donating baseball and softball equipment to the Pitch in for Baseball and Softball organization, 

headquartered in Harleysville. At the end-of-season picnic the previous October, member Tom 

Walsh gave the league members a briefing on this organization, which donates new and gently 

used equipment to kids around the world. George suggested that sometime early in the 2022 

summer season, the league set up a collection area and time frame for the membership to donate 
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to this worthy cause for underprivileged kids. The donation would then be made in the name of 

the MSCCL. Of course, the response was very affirmative. There will be more to come on this 

endeavor when the summer season arrives. 

The last agenda item of the day was review of the suggestion submitted by the league 

members. This year, Commissioner John Frantz approached the topic a bit differently. First off, 

the general topics that would affect both Blue and White divisions were reviewed, discussed, and 

voted upon. The majority of items had already been addressed earlier in the agenda proceedings. 

John next divided the Board members into two groups, Blue members and White members, as 

the suggestions were exclusive to each division.  

The White Division Director Tom Levins presided over his group. Discussions focused 

on achieving more team parity for the coming season, with Tom advising that the managers 

would have a closer tie to the process, and that after the 2022 summer applications are all in, he 

will meet with the team managers to make any necessary “minor” adjustments to the team 

rosters. Tom also advised that he would keep closer enforcement on the substitution issue (i.e., 

maximum two games per day). One major change will go into effect for the 2022 summer 

season. White Division games will field 11 players, down from 12. And, no player may sit out 

more than 2 innings per game (unless injured or self-requesting). Rosters will remain at 14 

players per team. From the umpiring perspective, to be called safe a runner must have contact 

with the ground and be beyond the “plane” of the base. 

The Blue Division Director Jim Binsberger presided over his group. A few rule changes 

were made to include: 1) runners must run outside the second and third bases, regardless of 

whether there is a play or not, or be called out, 2) a legal pitch hitting any part of the plate will be 

called a strike (unless clearly hitting all ground first), 3) an individual courtesy runner is limited 

to two times per inning, no limit per game, 4) when a courtesy runner from home is used, the 

defense can option to use a fifth infielder who may throw out the batter at first base.  

 The meeting was concluded by 3:00 p.m. Board members once again satisfactorily 

addressed all agenda items, and Commissioner Frantz thanked everyone for their time, 

attendance, patience, and mostly for braving the Autumn elements on a chilly day outside at 

School Road Park. The 2022 Winter and Summer seasons were all set to go. 
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THE 2021 WINTER INDOOR SEASON RESUMED  

 With the decision made at the Board of Directors meeting to play indoors over the 

coming winter, application for the 2022 winter season went out November 5th, the cost remaining 

at $100 per person. Included was the advisory for all players to advise Dr. Jim Albrecht of any 

and all covid-related vaccination shots. One important caveat to the winter indoor activities was, 

that for the sake of player safety, masks would be required at all times when outside the playing 

area in the XL facility (i.e., entering/exiting, spectating, using the restroom). Mask wearing 

would be optional when in the playing area. Social distancing would also apply. 

Winter League Director Gordy Detweiler conducted the draft in early December. Enough 

players (113, of which 11 were new) had signed up to assemble four Blue Division teams and six 

White Division Teams. Managers for the 2022 Blue winter teams were: Bob Gaugler, Dale 

Bishop, Jimmy Kotz, and Gordy Detweiler. Managers for the White winter teams were: Steve 

Mallozzi, Joe Perry, Barry Bintliff, Ray Forlano, Tommy Lane, and Timmy Smith. In addition, a 

set of rule modifications were developed to maintain consistency, the primary modification being 

that opposing managers must be in agreement with all issues that may arise during play.  

  By mid-December, the league plan was interrupted. It became known that Covid cases in 

the Montgomery and Bucks counties area were dramatically rising again because of the Covid 

Omicron variant. Commissioner Frantz once again called upon the task group to discuss the 

issue. The task team consisted of the following individuals: Commissioner John Frantz; Assistant 

Commissioner Mike DeStefano; Secretary Jim Marple; Health & Safety Director Jim 

Binsberger; Winter League Director Gordy Detweiler; Subject Matter Expert on Health Dr. Jim 

Albrecht; Summer League Director, Tom Levins.  

 On December 23rd, notification went out to the league membership that, based upon the 

recommendation of Dr. Albrecht, the task group agreed and decided to postpone the start-up of 

the winter league until January 25th, with the playing schedule to be revised with games added. 

Prior to that date, the group would meet again to review the status of the area Covid cases. On 

January 20th, the group met again, and Dr. Albrecht reported that there still was no significant 

reduction in reported cases. The decision was made to continue delaying the start-up of the 
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season, this time until February 8th. Once again, on February 1st, the group reviewed the status of 

cases in the counties. Dr. Albrecht cited a noted reduction in Covid cases, and recommended that 

the league move forward to starting on February 8th. With approval of the task group, notification 

went out to the league membership along with a revised schedule that would extend play to mid-

April. Players were advised that a refund would be made in the event any player now wanted to 

opt out of playing winter indoor softball.  

 On Tuesday, February 8th, the winter indoor season finally kicked off, with a total of 105 

players opting to continue play. The XL Sports World kindly allowed the league to extend indoor 

play through April 13th, and another successful indoor season ended. Mother nature was very 

kind this year, as no games had to be postponed because of inclement weather.  

 

 2022 SUMMER SEASON LEAGUE EARLY PLANNING 

Through the winter months, the leaguer’s officers continued to prepare plans for the 2022 

summer season. The application contained general league information and scheduling 

information. Fees for White and Blue Divisions remained at $100 per person. Application for the 

summer season closed at the end of December, 2021, and by mid-March, 2022 the league roster 

indicated a total of 186 players had signed up, which included eight new players who were 

evaluated in early March for placement on teams. Through the efforts of the league’s new 

Promotions Director, Lou Bogolsano, who initiated a campaign over the winter to promote the 

league through local news media outlets, a sum total of 24 players had signed up over the 

summer months and were evaluated on several occasions starting in late April right before the 

start of regular season play, and on several more occasions in June and July. All the new players 

were assigned to teams, exhausting the waiting list.  

For the 2022 summer season, this number of players resulted in plans to establish eight 

teams (13-man rosters) in the White Division, six teams (13-man roster) in the Blue Division. 

The teams were established as follows: White Division – Maniacs (Manager Tom Lane), 

Marathons (Manager Curt Fields), Magicians (Manager Terry Leach), Musketeers (Manager 

Scott Kowit), Mountaineers (Manager Steve Alligood), Mystics (Manager Pat Fynes), Missiles 

(Manager Don Dennis), Monarchs (Manager Joe Kelly); Blue Division – Magics (Manager Al 
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Angely), Marshals (Manager Jim Kotz), Masters (Manager Bob Gaugler), Marvels (Manager 

Jim Morano), Mavericks (Manager Don Leatherman, Miracles (Manager Mike Dent).  

 The weekly schedule this year saw a major change for 2022. As agreed upon at the Board 

meeting last November, this year all Blue Division games would be played exclusively on 

Mondays and Wednesdays, and all White Division games would be played exclusively on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. Fridays would be reserved for Travel Team competition or other 

designated competition. Game times would remain at 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12 noon, and 1:30 

p.m. However, this season all games Between July 4th and September 1st would begin one-half 

hour earlier account heat and humidity concerns. All games beginning October 3rd would start 

one-half hour later account decreased daylight and lower temperatures.  

The 2022 season was slated to begin Monday, April 25th, with practice games for all the 

teams during the week prior. The season ended on Thursday, October 20th. We had a very wet 

summer season causing a higher number of rainouts than usual (a total of 57 games rained out), 

along with approximately twenty heat-outs, mostly all afternoon games.  

 

CHANGES IN LEAGUE OFFICER POSITIONS 

Over the winter months, several league officer positions were accepted by league 

members who replaced departing members. The position of Promotions Director, formerly held 

by Howard Schwartz, was accepted by Lou Bolgosano.  The position of Travel Team Manager, 

formerly held by Bill Ambrulavage, was shelved, as no travel team games were on the season’s 

agenda due to the lack of interest in competition from other leagues.  

 

THE MCSSL HALL OF FAME 

The MCSSL Hall-of-Fame program, to honor those members who have contributed their 

time, talents, and determination to mold the MCSSL into the organization as we know it today, 

had previously been canceled during Calendar Years 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic.  (The 

program had been revised by approval of the Board of Directors at their meeting in November, 
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2019.) The upcoming 2022 season would be the eighth year of the program. At the suggestion of 

the League Historian, George Schreader, it was agreed to once again postpone the MCSSL Hall-

of-Fame induction process until the 2023 season. While the league was near full recovery at the 

start of the 2022 summer season, the league continued to forego the annual kick-off meeting 

(where the nomination process begins) and forego the annual family picnic (the induction 

process), two key components of the Hall-of-Fame program. Both Commissioner John Frantz 

and League Historian George Schreader mutually agreed that it would be in the best interest of 

the league’s tradition not to diminish the importance of the program, and planned to resume in 

full next year.  

 

THE SOCIAL & TOURNAMENT SCENE EARLY PLANNING 

 The first social event of the season was the traditional team photo picnic for the league 

membership. It was another successful event hosted once more by Manny London and wife Jean, 

along with many helpers from the league. As always, everyone enjoyed a feast with plenty of 

food varieties. An estimated 150 members attended the event, and the weather cooperated with a 

mild, sunny day. Commissioner John Frantz addressed the membership and presented the plans 

for the rest of the continuing summer season. Among the upcoming activities planned were two 

games at School Road Park with the Phillies Ball Girls in June and July to benefit their charity, 

and the MCSSL’s annual golf outing and the annual one-pitch tournament, both in September 

and both charity events for the league’s designated charity recipient. One of the day’s highlights 

was the collection of usable baseball and sports equipment for donation to an organization in 

Harleysville, Pitch In For Baseball and Softball, which accepts donations and sends equipment 

around the U.S. and other countries to underprivileged kids. Many thanks went out to Tommy 

Walsh for organizing the collection, the volume of which donated by the league membership 

literally filled up Tom’s vehicle. In addition, Don Dennis took over from Ben Fiore the chore of 

collecting old golf balls for sale to a local range, the monies going onto the league’s charity 

chest. The league moved forward on the season’s planning. 
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PHILLIES BALL GIRLS CHARITY EVENT 

Planning for this year’s occasion was even more special than in previous years. Because 

this has grown into such a favorite for the young ladies, at the request of the Phillies 

organization, the MCSSL scheduled two dates at School Road Park to play the girls twice. The 

first event was held on Saturday, June 18th, commencing at 10:00 a.m. The second event was 

scheduled for August, but most unfortunately, the second event had to be cancelled at the request 

of the Phillies ball girls due to a scheduling conflict.    

Sign-up for this favorite of competitions was limited to 24 players with a donation of $20 

per player. Gordy Detweiler and John Duffin did a great job of setting up the contest, and Howie 

Schwartz volunteered to be the team manager for the first event. And as has been the league’s 

tradition since this event began back in 2015, The MCSSL’s Hall-of-Famer Gordy Detweiler 

took the mound for the ladies in both games of the double-header. The weather was fine with sun 

and clouds and the temperature comfortable. As expected, families along with many more fans 

lined both sides of the field to watch our latest assemblage of an old-timer team play against yet 

another fine team of young ladies who were out to beat the pants off the old guys. Our team this 

year consisted of twelve players each from the White Division and Blue Division, a great mix of 

league talent. The first nine inning game was tight, but the old-timers managed to squeak out an 

8-5 victory. But the second game proved to be no contest, as the ladies pounded out hit after hit 

and took a 14-7 victory in the second game. As always, the league donated $500 to the Phillies 

charity program. 

 

PROMOTING THE LEAGUE AND A VERY SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

Before the winter season even ended, the leagues’ new Promotions Director, Lou 

Bolgosano, started a campaign to promote the MCSSL. Lou composed an advertisement that was 

run in several local newspapers every Wednesday from March 9th through April 6th. In addition, 

Lou developed an excellent colorful brochure, a very informative publication about the MCSSL. 

The effort had a good response, and the league benefitted from numerous applicants wanting to 

play some senior softball. By the end of the summer season, the league had recruited 24 new 

players, all of whom were ultimately placed on teams.  
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Another very notable day occurred on Wednesday morning, June 8th, when Channel 6 

Action News photo-journalist, Todd Haas, came to School Road Park to conduct an interview 

with Hall-of-Famer Manny London, who reached his 90th birthday this spring and his twenty-

third year as an active player. This senior-oriented tribute to Manny was aired on WPVI Channel 

6 during the 4:30 p.m. news segment, featuring comments by both Chuck Favata and Lou 

Bogolsano, and action footage of Manny and the boys of the Blue Division playing ball. Great 

exposure, and a great tribute to our league to say the least!  

 

INITIAL MCSSL CHARITY APPEAL 

 The MCSSL’s annual drive to raise money for local charities was once again at the top of 

the list of activities planned for the 2022 summer season. Monies again were again to be raised 

through league events, which included the annual one-pitch tournament, the annual golf outing, 

sale of used golf balls, and the generous donations of supporters, sponsors, and league members. 

 Commissioner John Frantz solicited ideas or suggestions from league officers and several 

members regarding this year’s charity effort. In late July, Lou Bogolsano and Chuck Favata took 

the lead to search out a worthy charity. Assistant Commissioner Mike DeStefano was quoted as 

saying, “What could be better than seniors, like those in the MCSSL, still able and active, 

helping out other local seniors not as fortunate?” It couldn’t have been said any better. Using the 

tagline, Seniors Helping Seniors, Lou and Chuck took the lead. League member, Bob 

Gallagher, Lansdale YMCA Chief Executive Officer, was extremely helpful and provided a list 

of local senior organizations in need of help. After a careful review, the one that best represented 

our tagline was The Peak Center in Lansdale. This organization provides services to active 

independent seniors such as Wellness Programs & Classes, Life-Long Learning Opportunities, 

Counseling & Referral Services, and Volunteer Opportunities. In addition, the center also 

provides lunches, activities, classes, along with legal and medical counseling.  The appeal went 

out to the league membership in late July. 
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ANNUAL MCSSL GOLF OUTING 

As in previous years, the league planned a golf outing to raise money as a part of its 

annual charity appeal. The golf committee comprised of Assistant Commissioner Mike 

DeStefano, league members Steve Czyzewicz, Vince Torno and Chuck Favata, initiated contact 

with several area golf courses. The committee ultimately decided to contract with Fox Hollow 

Golf Club in Quakertown, and the event was scheduled for Friday, September 9th, a shotgun start 

at 8:00 a.m. The cost per player this year was $60. 

The 2022 MCSSL golf outing saw a record setting 59 golfers tee it up at Fox Hollow. 

The weather was perfect and the course was in excellent shape. Winners of the low gross were 

the team of Bob Gallagher, Sean Gallagher, Roben Quasamy, and Mike Grover with a 10 under 

par 61. That was one stroke better than the team of Pat Fynes, John McCullough, Tim Crandall, 

and Steve Czyzewicz. There was a tie for low net with the teams each shooting 54 with the team 

of Ray Forlano, Chuck Favata, Scott Kowit, and Dan Brady winning the tie-breaker over the 

team of Jim Flynn, Ron Pratowski, Jim Hagopian, and Enzo Vassalluzzo. Winning the closest to 

the pin contests were Chas Weygand, Jim Hagopian, and Vince Herritt. Winning the longest 

drive was Sean Gallagher. At record-setting total of $1,788 was collected for our charity The 

Peak Center in Lansdale. A big thanks again goes out to the organizing committee - Mike 

DeStefano, Vince Torno, Chuck Favata, and Steve Czyzewicz. 

 

ANNUAL MCSSL ONE-PITCH TOURNAMENT 

The annual One-Pitch Tournament, a traditional and very popular fund-raising event, was 

held on Friday, September 16th at School Road Park.  League members Steve Alligood (head 

umpire) and League Historian George Schreader once again took the lead in organizing this 

popular event. In early August the sign-up began, and by closing date of August 31st, 70 players 

had signed up to play, with two additional members volunteering to umpire. As in previous 

years, it was decided to form six teams with 11/12-man rosters, and conduct the tournament as 

double-elimination as in years past. In early September, Steve and George conducted the drafting 

of the six teams. The teams would be managed by Steve Mallozzi, Steve Dimitry, Joe Friedman, 

Tom Levins, Bob Zolad, and Howie Schwartz.  



MCSSL – A Continuing History 2022 Page 13 
 

Once again, we had plenty of help from members and member’s wives. A significant 

contribution this year was received from Dave Kratz’s company, Thrivent, which generously 

donated $250, the money being used to purchase all the food and supplies to conduct the 

tournament. On game day there was perfect weather for the event, which started promptly on 

schedule at 8:00 a.m. Games averaged 30-33 minutes, the shortest game 29 minutes, the longest 

game 42 minutes. The tournament ended at 2:15 p.m. for a total of 6 hours, 15 minutes. For the 

third consecutive year, congratulations went out to the undefeated Red Shirt Team winners: 

Steve Mallozzi (manager), David Kratz, Pat Fynes, Bob Beck, Dan Schepperd, Phil Keeler, Rich 

Cubbage, Mike Cice, Rich Hanauer, Ray Handwerk, Don Dennis, Billy Mallozzi. 

As in past years, we set up for a minimal $10 player donation, no charge for unlimited 

food and drinks for anyone. On the day of the tournament, we raised $1,698. With additional 

donations coming in from non-participating league members in the two weeks following, we 

raised an additional $702. The tournament raised a total amount of $2,400 for our designated 

charity, The Peak Center. The money was added to the general charity fund to be presented later 

this year to this worthy charitable organization. 

 

THE SEASON COMES TO AN END 

 Covid was still an annoyance, but we stuck to our excellent protocols, keeping the safety 

and health of all of us at the forefront of the 2022 outdoor season. Once again, we played ball 

through the entire season. The league membership stuck to the protocols and made it all happen.  

 The summer league ended with the last game played on Thursday, October 20th.  On the 

following day, Friday October 21st, the league held its annual end-of-season picnic at School 

Road Park under the pavilion. Attendance was high as always for this popular social event with 

140 league members attending. Social Director Manny London and wife Jean continued their 

outstanding dedication with another fabulous food fest, this year featuring an Octoberfest 

enjoyed by everyone. The weather was sunny and warm. After serving of the meal was 

concluded, Commissioner John Frantz then addressed the membership, acknowledging all those 

individual volunteers throughout the league for another banner year of tremendous support to 

keep this league at the top of its game. John spoke on the annual Phillies Ball Girls charity event, 
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and thanked Gordy Detweiler and John Duffin for arranging the game. Speaking on behalf of the 

entire league membership, Assistant Commissioner Mike DeStefano, Secretary Jim Marple, and 

League Historian George Schreader took the opportunity to extend a sincere thank you to 

outgoing Commissioner John Frantz for all his years of dedication as leader of the organization. 

John would be stepping down at the conclusion of the upcoming annual Board of Directors 

meeting after ten years of leading the MCSSL as commissioner. 

Steve Alligood recapped the results of the annual MCSSL one-pitch charity tournament, 

and displayed the trophy that will be held for the third time (second year in a row) by winning 

manager, Steve Mallozzi. Steve also acknowledged member Dave Kratz, whose company 

Thrivent, donated the money to purchase all the food and supplies for the tournament. Steve 

Czyzewicz recapped the results of the annual golf tournament, and cited that this year we had the 

most golfers ever. Next on the charity agenda was League Historian George Schreader, who 

briefly highlighted the league’s charity history “to give back to the community.” Chuck Favata, 

who for the second year in a row took the lead to set up our charitable contribution avenue, 

discussed this year’s designated organization, The Peak Center in Lansdale. Chuck presented the 

individual dollar amounts raised this year through our activities. Combining the golf outing, the 

one-pitch tournament, the golf ball sell-back plan, and especially the generous donations from 

the league’s membership, we raised another $4,200 to be donated to The Peak Center folks in 

early November. George pointed out that from 2015 through 2022, the membership has 

raised/donated a grand total of $20,335 to local organizations throughout the area. 

The boys left School Road Park in the early afternoon, still not believing that the 2022 

season had officially come to an end. But there wasn’t a doubt in anyone’s mind. The 2023 

season was just around the corner. 


