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Welcome to Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc.! 

The Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc. (MSYSA) is a nonprofit organization that represents over 88,245 

youth soccer players, 11,500 coaches, and 6,000 referees throughout Michigan. MSYSA consists of a vast number 

of leagues that register players (boys and girls) from ages 4 through 19 throughout the state. MSYSA is a member 

of the United States Youth Soccer Association and the United States Soccer Federation. For more information on 

MSYSA, visit www.michiganyouthsoccer.org.  

We are excited to have you be a part of the Michigan State Youth Soccer Association! 

This guide was designed with you, the parent, in mind! It will serve as a readily accessible resource or reference 

guide for information needed quickly. You will find a great deal of information on MSYSA programs, services, 

coaching educational opportunities and other developmental programs that MSYSA offers.  

 

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc. mission is to foster the physical, mental and emotional growth and 

development of the State of Michigan’s youth through the sport of soccer at all levels of age and competition. 

MSYSA is established as a non-profit and educational organization. We provide a governing structure to administer 

youth soccer in Michigan and provide vehicles to communicate information to players, parents, coaches, referees 

and other soccer enthusiasts.  

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association would like to thank you for joining our community and for being a part of 

the soccer movement across the United States. Please feel free to contact the State Office at any time to learn 

more, to get involved or stay connected, at www.michiganyouthsoccer.org or (734)459-6220. 

We hope that you and your family have a wonderful experience this season and throughout your time within 

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc. 

Thank you & Enjoy! – From the Michigan State Youth Soccer Association Family! 

  

http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/
http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/
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Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc. Mission Statement 

MSYSA is committed to the principle of Leadership. We believe in Excellence, Communication, Respect, Teamwork, 

Integrity and Vision. MSYSA is committed to the principles of Education, Training, and Development. We believe in 

Professionalism, Advocacy, Continuous Improvement, Health and Well Being and Excellence. MSYSA is committed 

to the principle of Service. We believe in Quality, Communication, Commitment, Safety, Professionalism and 

Excellence. MSYSA is committed to the principle of Integrity. We believe in Respect, Commitment, Trust and 

Honesty. 

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc. is the governing body of US Youth Soccer in the State of Michigan. 

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association is tied to the international soccer structure through its relationship with 

the US Soccer Federation, the national soccer governing body and US Youth Soccer, the national youth soccer 

governing body. Both of these entities are part of CONCACAF (Confederation of North and Central American and 

Caribbean Associations of Football) one of the six regional confederations within FIFA (Federation International de 

Football Association), the world’s governing body for soccer. This global relationship allows our Michigan State 

Youth Soccer Association players access to opportunities like representing our state at Regional and National 

competitions and being seen by youth national team coaches. 

Every player and team in Michigan State Youth Soccer Association belongs to a club that represents the desires 

and developmental needs of their players. In your local area, the collection of Clubs report to their local League 

who is responsible for the administration of youth soccer in their geographical area. Your team, Club and League 

together with the teams, Clubs and Leagues make up one of the five districts in Michigan State Youth Soccer 

Association. The five Districts, 85+ Leagues, 400+ Clubs and countless teams together make up Michigan State 

Youth Soccer Association.  

Welcome To Our Community! 

 

  



 

 

Find a Local Team 

If your child has expressed an interest in youth soccer, one question you may ask is “How can I find a team?” The 

answer to this question can be found on the Michigan State Youth Soccer Association website a 

www.michiganyouthsoccer.org. Simply navigate to the ‘Participate’ button and enter your name, e-mail address, 

location and the level of soccer you are seeking and someone will contact you from the MSYSA State Office. 

Equip Your Player 

The only thing any player really needs is a ball and the 

desire to play! However, in addition to your child’s desire, 

players must wear appropriate footwear and shin guards. 

Footwear can range from indoor soccer shoes (grooved 

rubber sole), to turf shoes (small rubber nubs), to cleats 

(10-12 molded plastic pieces on soles). The field surface 

and weather conditions will determine the appropriate 

footwear. For flatter and harder fields, players will want 

flat, soft shoes (indoor or turf). Playing on grass usually 

requires cleats. Older teens and adults may benefit from 

studs, and then only when the game is being played on a 

field with exceptionally long or wet grass. 

Shin guards are also mandatory equipment for any official game. Shin guards can cost as little as $5 or more than 

$30, depending on the materials. They can range from a simple piece of plastic to state-of-the-art-synthetic 

materials.  

Soccer balls come in three different sizes, 3, 4 and 5. Size 3 balls are the smallest balls and are generally used for 

players under the age of 8; they are generally 23-24 inches in circumference and weigh between 11-12 ounces. 

Size 4 balls are generally used for players between the ages of 8 and 12; they weigh between 12-13 ounces and 

have a circumference of 25-26 inches. The size 5 soccer ball is generally used for players above the age of 12. 

These are very common to find in your local sporting goods store and are typically labeled both on the box and on 

the ball with the size of each ball. 

Player Age Chart 

The player chart below can help you find the correct age placement for your child. In order to ensure that players 

play at levels that meet their developmental needs and against players of their own age/size, teams are formed 

according to the age chart below. While there are some instances where player may play up a year, players can 

only play down for medical reasons as authorized in writing by a medical doctor.  

 

 

 

http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/


 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Commonly Asked Questions 

When is the ‘soccer season? 

There is no “traditional” season in youth soccer. Most states play a fall season (September-November) and a spring 

season (February-May). Many competitive programs may play with only a short break in the winter and a short 

break in the summer. 

What does the “U” in “U6” mean? 

The “U” stands for “Under” and references to a particular age group based on the age group chart (as mentioned 

above). Example, U5 = Under 5 years old, U6 = Under 6 years old, etc. 

Can my son or daughter wear a cast (or earrings, eyeglasses, etc.)? 

The Laws of the Game prohibit anything which is dangerous to a player or other players. Referees determine if an 

item can be worn without being dangerous.  

My son’s/daughter’s coach has done a fantastic job this season! I’d like to recognize them for all their hard work. 

Is there anything I can do? 

Absolutely! MSYSA is always looking for individuals who have gone ‘above and beyond’ the expectations set. Each 

year, MSYSA recognizes coaches, administrators, volunteers, and more at our Annual Awards Ceremony. If you’d 

like to nominate an individual, please visit www.michiganyouthsoccer.org to find out more!  

http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/


 

 

The Field 

 

Promote Our Officials 

Referees, many of whom are youth themselves, are human and will make mistakes at 

times. However, they are learning the game, just as our youth players are. As adult 

stewards of the sideline, it is your responsibility to ensure their learning process is 

supported with positive reinforcement and constructive criticism, not negative 

pressure from the sidelines. Your attitude towards referees will not only have a direct 

impact on the referees, but can set the tone for your players, their team and your 

fellow parents as well. Encourage your player, teammates and coaches to be respectful 

of the officials and model best behavior in your speech, tone and body when discussing 

the role of the official and their performance with your team. Fostering the growth of 

your local referees will make them better referees in the future, and increase the 

number of outstanding, experienced refs for your child’s games.  

For information on becoming a referee please visit the Michigan Referee Committee 

website at www.michiganreferee.org.  

http://www.michiganreferee.org/


 

 

Your Coach 

You have now found your local League and Club and have registered for a team. The next step is to meet the other 

players and parents. But, what about the coach? At the youngest ages, many coaches are parents just like you, 

who have stepped up and are volunteering their time so that kids can play. As our players advance in both age and 

skill, Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc. and the Coaching Education Department offer coaches 

educational courses, online resources and specialized symposiums and seminars to supplement their education 

and support player development. These resources are available for coaches at any level who wish to develop 

themselves according to the level and age they coach. 

MSYSA Risk Management Program 

Any coach, assistant coach, team trainer, team manager, League President, League Delegate, League official, 

League representative, MSYSA administrator, MSYSA Board of Directors member, contracted labor, or any other 

individual over the age of 18 seeking affiliation with MSYSA or MSYSA affiliated leagues who has direct or indirect 

contact or influence on a youth player shall certify for Risk Management and submit a background check in order 

to participate MSYSA. If you’d like to find out more about the MSYSA Risk Management Program, please click here. 

Core coaching responsibilities that the coach should be able to implement: 

- Manage the coaching and training program 

- Guide the players in training 

- Advise the players in competition 

- Support the players in their emotional response to training and competition 

 

Promote Our Coaches 

Your coach is a valuable member of your team and of our soccer community. 

Their role is to provide your child with a fun, safe, educational environment 

that promotes fair play and success. Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, 

Inc. takes great pride in providing our coaches educational courses and 

resources to ensure that they are as prepared as a possible to take the field 

and develop your player. Please speak with your coach prior to the season 

about parent roles and expectations during practice, on game days and on the 

sidelines. 

It’s important that players have confidence and respect for their coaches. If 

you have an issue with your child’s coach – either regarding game strategy, 

playing time or other team-related issues – arrange an appointment to meet 

privately, away from a soccer field. This makes sure that your issue receives 

the attention it deserves from the coach, while not undermining his or her authority with the team. 

  

http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/Page522.aspx


 

 

Soccer Terms, Calls and More! We feel that soccer is a popular sport mainly because it is so simple to play! It 

requires a field, a ball, minimal equipment, a referee, and two teams! However, when we become involved, at 

times, we may not be familiar with all the terms or calls made or being taught. Below are some common 

examples of terms or phrases utilized in a soccer match. 

Heading 

Heading is unique to the game of soccer. When a ball is too high to kick, players “head” the ball to pass to a 

teammate or score a goal. 

Control or Controlling 

Otherwise known as trapping or stopping the ball in flight or on the ground, and then controlling it by either 

dribbling or passing the ball to teammate.  

Dribble 

Dribbling is a method in which to transport the ball, while under control, from one area to another. 

Remember, soccer players cannot use their hands so this is done by using your feet! 

Kick Off 

To start the game, the second half or after each goal, a kickoff is taken from the center circle of the field.  

Throw In 

After the ball has completely crossed the side boundary lines, called touch lines, a throw in is awarded against 

the team that last touched the ball. The throw in is taken from where the ball left the field and must be 

thrown with two hands from behind and over the head, while both feet remain on the ground behind the 

touch line. 

Goal Kick 

A goal kick is taken by the defending team each time the ball crosses the goal line without a goal being scored 

and was last touched by an attacking player. The ball may be placed anywhere in the goal area and is not 

considered back in play until it has been kicked out of the penalty area. 

Corner Kick 

This type of kick is taken by the attacking team each time the ball is kicked by the defense over its own goal 

line without a goal being scored. The ball is placed within an arc located in each corner of the field and kicked 

into play by the attacking team. 

Penalty Kick 

A penalty kick (sometimes referred to as a ‘PK’) is awarded when a defending player commits one of the 10 

major fouls within his or her own penalty area while the ball is still in play. The penalty kick (‘PK’) is taken by a 

player from the offending team from a spot 12 yards from the goal. All players must remain outside the 

penalty area (10 yards from the ball) and behind the penalty kick mark until the kick is taken, except for the 

kicker and the goalkeeper. The goalkeeper must remain on the goal line until the ball is kicked. Once kicked, 

the goalkeeper may try to stop to ball from entering the goal. The kicker may score by kicking the ball directly 

into the opponent’s goal. 

For more about the Laws of the Game, Terms and Descriptions, please don’t hesitate to ask your player’s 

coach! 



 

 

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc., through our local Clubs and Leagues strives to offer every player 

the opportunity to play at a level that corresponds to their ability and desire. Throughout MSYSA, players are 

given the access to developmentally appropriate opportunities with seamless access to and movement among 

our leagues, cup and programs.  

Recreational 

The recreational level of play is an ideal entry point for those who want to be introduced to the game of 

soccer and participate in a team or club. Recreational soccer is open to all players and is primarily devoted to 

the enjoyment and development of soccer players. No tryouts are required to join a recreational team. 

Select 

Select is designed to provide an opportunity for players to compete at a more competitive level. Select play 

provides a competitive alternative to recreational play while offering players who wish to progress a place to 

play and to develop their skills and techniques. 

Premier 

The Premier level of play is designed for the most committed and skilled players. These players must earn a 

playing position by trying out. Training is demanding and year-round. Consistent with the highest competitive 

level of play, the time commitment of the player (and the respective monetary cost) are normally greater than 

other levels. 

ODP Beginner Academy 

The ODP Beginner Academy Program is for players within the birth date range of 2006, 2005 and 2004. This 

program is designed to provide additional technical training to those players seeking new challenges and help 

identify youth soccer players in Michigan. The identification process will help our ODP Staff in its efforts to 

design and implement appropriate demands and objectives. 

Olympic Development Program (ODP) (Intermediate Academy & Advanced Academy) 

Olympic Development Program Intermediate Academy & Advanced Academy is Michigan State Youth Soccer 

Association’s most prestigious development program for the state’s players. Through ODP (Intermediate & 

Advanced), we expect to develop players who will have the technical and tactical skills combined with the 

creativity to compete at the highest levels against State Associations at Regional and National competitions 

and in front of college, and US Soccer Scouts. 

  



 

 

Promote Fair Play 

The FIFA Fair Play Code below comes from FIFA, the Federation International de Football Association 

(International Federation of Association Football). In FIFA’s words, “Fair play is a fundamental part of the game 

of football. It represents the positive benefits of playing by the rules, using common sense and respecting 

fellow players, referees, opponents and fans.” As part of your role, MSYSA asks that you model these best 

behaviors. Talk to your player about how to play fair and respect everyone on the field: coaches, referees, 

teammates and opponents. 

FIFA Fair Play Code 

 

Play Fair: Winning is not fun if achieved unfairly. Playing fair makes others respect you. Cheating only brings 

shame.  

Play to Win but Lose Fair: Winning is the goal of any game – never play to lose. But if you lose, do so fairly and 

you will win respect. Congratulate the winners and try to win the next time. 

Respect the Rules: Sport needs rules in order to be played fairly. The rules of soccer are simple and easy to 

learn. They make soccer fun to play and watch. 

Respect Everyone: Everyone has the same rights. Opponents, teammates, referees and spectators must be 

respected. Fair play is about respect. Respect is a part of soccer. 

Promote Soccer: Soccer is the world’s greatest game. Help keep it that way. Talk about the positive and 

encourage others to do the same. Be a role model for the game. 

Promote Fair Play: Soccer is great because fair play is respected. When someone is exceptionally fair in soccer, 

they deserve recognition. Help promote soccer’s image by recognizing good deeds. 

Reject Negative Influences: Soccer is sometimes exposed to negative outside influences. Do not be tempted 

by drugs, racism, violence, gambling or other dangers. Soccer is a sport and sport is peace. 

Help Others Play Fair: Make sure everyone in soccer is playing fair. Do not let them be tempted by drugs, 

racism, violence, gambling or other dangers. 

Expose the Cheats: Say “no” to cheaters and report them. It is better to have a cheater removed before they 

can damage the game. Actively protect the beautiful game of soccer. 

Soccer for a Better World: Soccer’s popularity can help the world be a better place. Use the power of soccer 

to promote peace and equality. Make the world better through soccer. 

  



 

 

Promote Successful Players 

As a parent within MSYSA, your role is to motivate, support and prepare your child to play their best. 

Additionally, your role is to model best behavior when speaking with your players’ coach, their game-day 

officials and other teammates. By supporting your player, team, coach and referee, your player will be set for 

success as they take the field! 

 

Development is an ongoing project and we need to gain a healthy prospective in regards to how we value 

winning and results. Make development and enjoyment a top priority for playing sports at the youth level. 

After the game, ask your children if they had fun and if they played well, rather than focusing on the game’s 

outcome! 

Remember to make positive comments from the sideline; be encouraging. Young athletes need positive 

reinforcement and encouragement, not reminders of perceived errors or mistakes. Even small 

encouragements can go a long way to boost a young player’s confidence and, in turn, performance. You can 

often see a young player make that extra effort when they hear encouraging words from the sideline about 

their hustle. Some good encouragements include “Great Job Team!”, “Nice kick!”, “Great Shot!” and so on. 

Remember, there are 86,400 seconds in a day, don’t waste them worrying about a referee’s call! Instead, 

encourage the upcoming 86,400 seconds! 

  



 

 

Promote Healthy Players 

As any parent or Physical Education teacher will comment, as children become involved in physical activity the 

healthier they become and the happier they are socially. However, youth sports, soccer included, take a 

demand on our bodies. This section will help you give your child’s body the preparation and sustenance it 

needs to be successful.  

Hydration 

As your player exercises and sweats, they lose water and electrolytes that need to be replaced. Your player 

should drink liquid before, during and after each practice/match to help refuel their body and avoid 

dehydration. On hot days, keep your eyes open for signs of dehydration like dizziness, muscle cramps, 

stomachaches, loss of concentration, loss of appetite and excessive thirst. By keeping your player hydrated, 

you increase their ability to concentrate and perform on the field for a positive experience.  

Snacks 

Just like a car cannot run without fuel, neither can your player’s body! Make sure that your player keeps 

fueled with snacks that combine carbohydrates and protein. A perfect example of a healthy snack is peanut 

butter and jelly on whole wheat bread or nuts and a banana. Keep snacks around before and after 

practices/games to give your player the energy needed to succeed. 

Game Day Nutrition 

Game days and tournament weekends are especially important to the nutritional needs of your player. As 

these days often require a lot of energy, make sure that you bring extra snacks and water to keep your 

player’s energy levels high and steady. Your player should warm up with water and a small snack, drink 

throughout the game and have another snack with replenishing liquids after their match.  

 

  



 

 

In addition to your player’s regular season, your coach may register your team for one of the Michigan State 

Youth Soccer Association, Inc. Cups or a local tournament. These opportunities help advance your player’s 

abilities individually while building team cohesion. 

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, Inc. Tournaments 

MSYSA State Cup (Boys & Girls) The MSYSA State Cup Tournament is intended to provide teams a high level 
of competition for teams in the Under 13 through Under 19 age groups. 
This will be the first of three legs in the US Youth Soccer National 
Championship Series. The US Youth Soccer Association MSYSA State Cup 
Champions will qualify to compete for a regional title in the US Youth 
Soccer Midwest Regional Championships each year in the month of June. 
Those who are crowned champions at the US Youth Soccer Regional 
Championships in the Under 13 through Under 19 brackets earn a place to 
compete in the US Youth Soccer National Championships to be played in 
July of each year. 
 
About the US Youth Soccer National Championship Series 
The US Youth Soccer National Championship Series provides more than 
10,000 teams from US Youth Soccer's 55 State Associations the opportunity 
to showcase their abilities against the best in the nation while emphasizing 
teamwork, discipline and fair play. The yearlong competition begins with 
over 185,000 players in the US Youth Soccer State Championships.  These 
champions and selected wildcard teams, through US Youth Soccer Regional 
Leagues, advance to compete in one of the four US Youth Soccer Regional 
Championships. Champions (U-14 through U-19) from each regional event 
advance to the National Championships.  The Under-15 through 17 Boys 
and Girls age groups have two teams represent the US Youth Soccer 
National League, in which the top two teams in each gender age group earn 
a direct path to the national championships. Overall the US Youth Soccer 
National Championship Series provides the nation's top collegiate coaches 
with the premier stage to identify and scout the most coveted players in 
the country. 

MSYSA Jr. State Cup The Jr. State Cup is a highly competitive tournament hosted and run 
by MSYSA. This tournament is dedicated in providing the highest 
quality of play to all participants. Each year, MSYSA will crown a 
champion in each age division. MSYSA Jr. State Cup strives to 
provide the opportunity to showcase your team’s talents against 
the best competition in the State of Michigan. The tournament 
features age groups of boys and girls teams ranging in ages from U-
11 to U-13Y age groups. 

President’s Cup The US Youth Soccer President’s Cup is designed for those teams 
seeking additional challenges to play against teams of similar 
abilities for a national title. The President’s Cup provides a 
progressive, competitive experience to teams that might not 
otherwise get the opportunity to participate in a series of unique 
experiences highlighting competition, camaraderie and community 
from the regional to national levels of US Youth Soccer. US Youth 
Soccer Regional President’s Cup events determine the Regional 
Qualifiers that will compete in the US Youth Soccer National 
President’s Cup. Regional Winners in the U13 through U17 age 
groups, both male and female, will vie for the national title. 

US Youth Soccer Kohl’s American Cup The Kohl's US Youth Soccer American Cup provides recreational 
youth soccer players an opportunity to experience a consistent and 
high quality statewide tournament in a fun, family-like atmosphere. 

http://www.usyouthsoccer.org/programs/americancup.asp


 

 

It fosters stimulation and excitement about soccer in an effort to 
increase the recreational player’s interest in and love for the game. 

MSYSA Sanctioned Tournaments Interested in participating in a tournament sanctioned by MSYSA? 
Click here to view a list of all sanctioned tournaments! 

  

http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/Page540.aspx


 

 

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association gives your player added competition at their respective level, in 

addition to their regular season games. These leagues help develop your player, while giving them 

opportunities to play against teams at levels appropriate to their skills, ability and dedication. 

Michigan State Premier Soccer Program 
(M.S.P.S.P.) 

The Michigan State Premier Soccer  
Program (MSPSP) promotes the  
development and execution of highly  
skilled youth soccer, sportsmanship,  
quality coaching, and officiating within  
the State of Michigan. Visit www.mspsl.org for more 
information! 

Midwest Regional League (M.R.L.) The MIDWEST REGIONAL LEAGUE (MRL) mission is to 
provide the highest standard of competitive play for 
youth teams in US Youth Soccer Region II (the 
Midwest Region) and to assure the continued growth 
and development of elite level players. Very simply 
we are here for the BEST TEAMS…BEST 
PLAYERS…BEST COMPETITION. For more 
information please visit 
www.midwestregionalleague.com.  

MSYSA Director’s Academy Program The MSYSA Director’s Academy is a NEW statewide 
program for U11 and U12 teams who aspire to play 
at the highest levels of US Youth Soccer in the 
future (National League and/or Midwest Regional 
League). The Director's Academy focuses on player 
and club development through coaching education. 
By participating in the program, clubs commit to a 
higher standard of coaching education by attending 
coaching education events and submitting training 
session and training blocks for review. 

 

For more information, visit www.michiganyouthsoccer.org. 
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MSYSA’s goal is to provide playing opportunities to all youth in the state. The MSYSA Programs expand our 

traditional player opportunities by offering programs to meet all aspects of our players varied interests and ability 

levels.  

TOPSoccer Program US Youth Soccer TOPSoccer (The Outreach Program 
for Soccer) is a community-based training and team 
placement program for young athletes with 
disabilities, organized by youth soccer association 
volunteers. The program is designed to bring the 
opportunity of learning and playing soccer to any boy 
or girl, who has a mental or physical disability. Our 
goal is to enable the thousands of young athletes with 
disabilities to become valued and successful members 
of the US Youth Soccer family. If you’d like more 
information on the MSYSA TOPSoccer Program, please 
click here. 

Soccer Across America Program Soccer Across America is designed to introduce the 
sport of soccer to youngsters living in communities not 
yet served by existing clubs and leagues. Focused on 
making soccer available to lower-income children in 
underserved communities, Soccer Across 
America provides soccer training and administrative 
guidance to players and organizations who might 
otherwise not be exposed to the sport.  Soccer Across 
America also helps new programs find the funding and 
equipment to begin and then to expand their 
activities.  In the past several years, US Youth Soccer 
has donated hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
financial and material support to programs across the 
United States. If you’d like to find out more please 
click here. 

  

http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/Page525.aspx
http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/Page525.aspx
http://www.michiganyouthsoccer.org/Page525.aspx
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Your child has expressed an interested in youth soccer and you want to get involved as well. Whether that means 

you want to step up and help coach a team or you want to be able to kick a ball around the yard with your child, 

the Michigan State Youth Soccer Association resources listed below can help make sure you have fun educational 

games and activities to improve your child’s skill level, while creating a memorable bonding experience. 

Tools & Resources 

Age Appropriate Training Curriculum 

The MSYSA Age Appropriate Training Curriculum provides both training session guides and video tutorials that 

focus on developing age appropriate play at ages U5-U6, U7-U8, U9-U10 and so on. The curriculum concentrates 

on creating play that encourages maximum ball touches in a player centric model that is fun and engaging for 

players.  

Learn More 

For those parents who want to learn more about youth soccer and skill development, MSYSA offers United States 

Soccer Federation (U.S.S.F.) ‘E’ Level Coaching Licenses throughout the State of Michigan each year. The ‘E’ License 

is an introduction to the methodology of coaching and the four components of coaching soccer – Technique, 

Tactics, Fitness and Psychology. Field sessions concentrate on developing technique within small-sided games  

Michigan State Youth Soccer Association hopes that youth soccer brings your family and player(s) an exciting and 

unique experience. By taking part in your child’s soccer development, you have the chance to impact his/her 

physical and emotional development within the sport. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 

contact the MSYSA Director of Coaching at 734-459-6220. 

  



 

 

Within the Michigan State Youth Soccer Association community, there are tons of volunteer opportunities, both 

small and large, so consider joining us as we grow our soccer community together! 

Help Your Team Fundraise! 

Teams often fundraise for tournaments, travel and team-building events. Put your thinking cap on and help 

organize a team fundraiser! For some suggestions and/or ideas please feel free to visit 

www.michiganyouthsoccer.org! 

Become a Team Manager! 

Help your coach by organizing game day snacks, team-building events and the end-of-the-year party. Every team 

needs a parent volunteer to step up and help the coach connect and assist the team around non-soccer events. 

Ask your coach what may be needed to help the season run smoothly.  

Become a Volunteer Coach! 

Players cannot play without the dedication and enthusiasm of our volunteer coaches. Many of our coaches are 

parents who volunteer to give kids the opportunity to play. The many resources that the Michigan State Youth 

Soccer Association has developed can help even the novice coach provide a fun, educational environment. To get 

involved contact your local club or visit www.michiganyouthsoccer.org. 

Join TOPSoccer! 

TOPSoccer. The soccer program for players 4 years and older with cognitive and/or physical disabilities is always 

looking for volunteers to help start, organize and/or deliver their local programs. This program is extremely 

rewarding and helps ensure that our entire community has the opportunity to play. For information on the 

volunteer opportunities within TOPSoccer, visit www.michiganyouthsoccer.org.  

Volunteer with Your Club and/or Association 

Use your talents to develop and guide the development of soccer in your area. By participating within your Club 

and/or Association, you can ensure that every player has the chance to play our great sport, while helping develop 

a fun, educational environment for our players. For more information contact your local Club/Association and visit 

our website at www.michiganyouthsoccer.org.  

Thank you for considering volunteering your time within our Michigan State Youth Soccer Association Community. 

We value the commitment and dedication of our volunteers and their impact on our youth. Without their 

contribution, our community is not possible! Thank You! 
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If you are a new parent to the game of soccer, Michigan State Youth Soccer Association wants to ensure that all of 

our information and tools are at your fingertips! Here are a few of the ways to stay connected and up-to-date with 

our youth soccer community. 

Soccer Community 

Keep in touch with the Michigan State Youth Soccer Association community by subscribing to our monthly e-

newsletters, reading our social media sites (including Facebook and Twitter), bi-annual Michigan Soccer 

Publications and more! 

Heads Up E-Newsletter! Heads Up is the official electronic newsletter of the Michigan State Youth Soccer 

Association and is recognized as the leading source of soccer information for MSYSA. This publication is published 

each month and is directly circulated to all MSYSA members. This is an exclusive MSYSA membership benefit that 

features information and guidance on all aspects of soccer within Michigan State Youth Soccer Association.  

The Official MSYSA Website, www.michiganyouthsoccer.org! Features such as MSYSA Programs, Tournaments 

and Events make www.michiganyouthsoccer.org a popular source of information on the internet for over 100,000 

individuals each year. In addition, the website features coaching education, online resources, tournament and 

program information, general soccer news and information on upcoming events. 

Michigan Soccer Publications! The Michigan Soccer Magazine is the official publication of the Michigan State 

Youth Soccer Association. It is produced bi-annually and sent to all registered players and coaches. The Michigan 

Soccer Magazine Winter Edition is e-mailed out each winter as an electronic publication (eZine), and the Michigan 

Soccer Magazine Tryout Guide is mailed out each spring. View the latest edition at 

www.michigansoccermagazine.com!  

Follow Up On: 

   

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to get up-to-date news and information on the exciting events taking place 

within MSYSA throughout the State of Michigan! 

 

Don’t forget the Golden Rule: KEEP IT FUN! 
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