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While many of us like to take a break over the summer 
months from dodgeball, be it to avoid even hotter, sweater 
gyms, to enjoy the outdoors, try a new sport or just let the 
body heal, the August 15th weekend saw some of the best 
and brightest players competing in what is Dodgeball’s 
World Cup in Las Vegas. 
 
The event is the World Dodgeball Federation (WDBF) 
World championship and it is a growing tournament which 
brings countries from around the world together to 
compete for the honour of being the world’s best dodgeball 
team. This year we saw teams from Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, USA, Hong Kong, Malaysia, France and Mexico in 
attendance. 
 
In 2013 I competed with Team Canada,winning a gold 
medal with the team in New Zealand and it was an 
amazing introduction to the world of international play 
and the worldwide community that has formed around 
dodgeball. In 2014 I became the liaison for Canada to the 
WDBF and led the team selection process in Canada for the 
Canadian Dodgeball Association.  
  
I was very keen to see how our teams fared after being so 
involved in their formation this year, but not being able to  
 

 
attend the Vegas event myself. The Canadian Men’s team 
had won gold in both 2013 and 2014; this year saw much 
of the core group still together from those winning squads. 
The women had won in 2013 but dropped off in 2014 and 
were hoping to rebound. The women's team also featured 
on of the first transgender athletes competing on the world 
stage for Canada.  

The story of this year's event is really not how the 
Canadian teams fared, but how much the rest of the world 
has quickly caught up to North America, who has typically 
dominated. This year saw some of the closest matches 
ever, with few easy wins for any team. Malaysia proved to 
be an evolving powerhouse as well as Australia - a far cry 
from just 2 years ago when I was playing against them. 
 
In the end, the USA swept their hometown event winning 
in both the mens and womens divisions. Canada took home 
a bronze in the men’s division after an extremely close 
overtime loss to Malaysia in the semi’s, but beating out 
Australia for the podium spot. The Canadian women 
finished 4th, out of the medals but still right in the hunt.  
  
I hope to continue to work with the National Team 
program in the years to come, and to continue to build a 
culture of dodgeball in Edmonton that will help our players 
excel on a much bigger stage. That is a pillar that Dodgeball 
Edmonton has been based on, while still embracing the fun 
of the game. The next WDBF event will be fall 2016 in 
Melbourne Australia and I am really looking forward to 
seeing how much more dodgeball can grow in the coming 
year. 

 


