
SUMMARY OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

DARIEN YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION – October 8, 2018 

The Board of Directors of the DYHA held a regular meeting at 7:45 p.m. on October 8, 2018, at 
Twin Rinks. 

In attendance: 

Pat Mullin, Dave Austen, Andrew Bell, Dean Bellissimo, Dawn Bryson, Chris Burt, Gina Fusco, 
Mike Kadish, Margaret Krotee, Traci Lacoseglio, John Massey, Bill Moody, Aileen Wiate, 
Michelle Woodward.   

Announcements 

Resignation of Andrew Reardon 

Pat Mullin announced that Andrew Reardon has resigned from the Board, due to new 
responsibilities at his job that will require him to travel extensively.  Mike Kadish had replaced 
him as Secretary, and Margot Krotee had taken over his obligations regarding Equipment.  Pat 
thanked Andrew for his service. 

 Members’ Reactions to Recent Board Appointments 

Pat Mullin reported that he had received positive reactions to the new directors and officers 
elected for this season. 

Proposal for Donation of Outdoor Rink Equipment 

Pat Mullin reminded the directors of the discussion of the offer by a former DYHA officer to 
donate an outdoor rink.  The Board discussed options to use the equipment.   

Action – Pat moved to accept the offer to contribute the outdoor rink and to pay transportation 
costs of $1,000.  The motion was seconded by Margot Krotee and approved unanimously. 

TB Wave 

Pat Mullin summarized the transaction by which TB Wave LLC, of which current and former 
DYHA directors, are members, invested in the operating company for Twin Rinks and how that 
led to DYHA getting access to increased ice at Twin Rinks.   

John Massey will head up the Board’s consideration of DYHA’s ongoing relationship with TB 
Wave.   

Depot Open House 

Pat thanked Gina, Michelle and Traci for their efforts on the open house at the Depot.  There 
were potential new Dynamites and existing Minis.  Discussed holding this every other 
September. 

 

Legal 
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Mike Kadish reported that he had drafted a form of independent contractors’ agreement for 
coaches.  The Board decided to create dedicated tab on DYHA website to host resources for 
coaches. 

Registration for House Program 

The Board discussed actions to be taken to address shortfalls in expected registration for the 
House program, including actions to bolster registration, reduction of teams, and reallocation of 
ice times. 

Travel Tryouts 

Discussion regarding timing of tryouts in Spring 2019 in light of school vacations, USA Hockey 
national tournaments, and lacrosse tryouts.   

House Program 

The Board heard a report about a meeting with House coaches; they discussed getting parents 
more involved; communications with teams; sideline behavior; getting more parents at practices; 
discussed eliminating final scores for lower divisions and just recording wins/losses; getting 
results on the DYHA website; posting standings; and energizing coaches. The Board discussed 
plans for Evaluations, and the need for coaches to complete USA Hockey registration and 
background checks.   

Travel Program 

Board discussed ways to meet the CHC requirement of 20 CHC games to qualify for Bantam 
tournaments; the replacement of a Mite coach that resigned; development of a curriculum for 
lower and upper divisions; and processes to evaluate players and coaches.   

Ice Cats 

Dave Austen reported that the last Ice Cat coaching slot has been filled, for the U12 A-1s.  The 
U-16 team won the Ocean State tournament in Providence.  The Board discussed the need for 
additional skills sessions. 

Equipment 

Margot Krotee presented the official DYHA logo, and separate logos for apparel and the 45th 
anniversary celebration.  She reported about the apparel store, managed by Blue Line Sports, 
which will generate funds for Friends of DYHA. 

Annual Meetings 

The Board discussed scheduling of the Annual Meeting of Members for the first week of 
December at the Darien Library, and the meeting of Voting Members. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 


