
 

 

TEAM DORITOS FALL CUP 2019 TOURNAMENT - Wonderland of Ice 

 

November 29th - December 1st - Wonderland of Ice, Bridgeport, Connecticut, host of the Team Doritos Fall Cup 2019 

tournament. The PAL 12U A team coached by Michael Buttacavoli, Pete D’Allesandro, Brian Marcus and Steve Graziano 

had high hopes coming into Thanksgiving weekend. The past few months of development and continuing to learn the 

game; as well as conforming into a team as whole, had brought many ups and downs on the scoresheets, but not within 

the team morale. The players and coaches have worked diligently and responsibly in order to promote a positive 

environment throughout the locker room, during practices and off the ice as well. 

 

In their first game of the tournament, PAL took on the Rye Rangers. Although it was a non-scoring contest after the first 

period, PAL was able to strategize and put together a pair of goals in the second period along with one more goal in the 

third to take home their first win by a 3-1 margin. 

 

On the second day of the tournament PAL was set to play two games, both against the hometown teams - the 

Wonderland Wizards 12U A and then the 12U B squads. PAL was feeling confident as they took the first game of the day 

7-0 against the 12U B team. The second game of the day vs the Wizards 12U A found PAL going for a much-needed win 

in order to advance to the championship game. After a tough first period, PAL was able to put two pucks in the net and 

continued with one more in each of the next two periods. Although the Wizards added a goal in the third to attempt a 

comeback, it was a little too late and the PAL Knights, with a 3-0 record, were now going to advance to the finals against 

their Long Island rivals, the Long Island Gulls. 

 

Not only was making the final well-deserved for the hard-working Knights team, it was also very exciting. These two 

teams have played 3 times throughout the course of the season thus far, with a 1-1-1 record against each other. Within 

the first 5 minutes of the game, PAL was able to put two in the net and hold onto a comfortable lead until the Gulls 

scored with seconds left in the first to make it a 2-1 game.  

 

After posting two goals in the second period; and a clinching empty netter in the third period, the PAL Knights were 

taking home their first tournament win of the 2019-2020 season. “We couldn’t be prouder of these kids” said Coach 

Buttacavoli, “They worked hard and came together when they needed to”. 

 

After spending a family enriched Thanksgiving with their families, the PAL Knights team continued the family tradition 

and became victorious winning the 2019 Team Doritos Fall Cup with their second family. 
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