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DHYS Softball Select and All-Star Policies  
 
Revised January 2018  
 
 
All-Star Softball 
 
All-Star Softball is played after the end of the spring league. Teams will start playing in either All-Star or 
travel tournaments after the recreation league season ends and finish their summer season in June or 
July. DHYS encourages the formation of All-Star teams in the 8U, 10U, and 12U age divisions. Players will 
be selected before the end of the recreational league season. Manager and team selection processes 
are detailed later in this document. The first team selected in any age group will play as the Red Devils. 
Second and third teams selected in any age group will play as the Blue Devils and Sun Devils, 
respectively. All-Star teams are expected to practice at least twice per week starting immediately after 
the recreation league season ends. DHYS expects 8U teams to play in at least two tournaments and 
older teams to play in at least four tournaments.  
 
Select Softball  
 
Select Softball is an opportunity for higher skilled players to participate on a more competitive team 
while they are also playing in the spring recreational league. DHYS Select Softball teams play in the 
spring North Georgia Select League (NGSL) that includes teams from other local parks. DHYS encourages 
the formation of teams in the 8U, 10U, and 12U age divisions. Select games are scheduled for Sunday 
afternoons in the spring so they do not conflict with the concurrent recreational league season. Double-
headers are played in March and April with a season ending tournament in early May. There are no 
mandatory practices nor are there any makeup games due to inclement weather. Select teams will be 
chosen by the end of February and the number of teams will be based on interest. Manager and team 
selection processes are described later in this document. It is likely that there will be significant overlap 
between Select and All-Star teams but selection processes will be separate and it is possible to play on 
one team and not the other.  
 
 
Player Eligibility 
 
The primary eligibility criteria for both All-Star and Select teams is that the player must be registered 
and participate in at least half of their team’s scheduled games in the current spring season at DHYS. 
Both the Softball Tournament Team Director and the VP of Softball must approve exceptions due to 
injury, weather, or any other reason.  Younger players may “play up” to an older age group at the 
discretion of the Tournament Team Director. For example, an 8U player may play on a 10U team. 
However, these exceptions are rare and in general, players should play with their age group.    
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Manager Selection 
 
Nominations for managers for the Red Devils All-Star and the primary Select teams will be solicited from 
recreation league managers and coaches well in advance of player tryouts. Self-nominations are 
accepted and all nominations should be made to the Tournament Team Director at 
tourneyteams.softball@dhys.org. Managers of the primary All-Star and Select teams will be chosen by a 
vote of a selection committee that includes: the league director of the age group, the DHYS Vice 
President for Softball, the DHYS President or designated representative from the DHYS Board, and the 
Softball Tournament Team Director. If any committee member is standing for election, they must recuse 
themselves from the vote for the relevant age group. All-Star managers will be selected at least two 
weeks prior to the tryouts to allow the manager to communicate with potential players and to observe 
as many of the current season practices and games as possible. Managers for Blue Devil and Sun Devil 
teams as well as secondary Select teams will be chosen and or recruited by the selection committee.  
 
Registration 
 
Preparation of the information and registration form will be the responsibility of the Tournament Team 
Director. Registration for Select Softball will open in early February  and registration for All-Star Teams 
should open by April 1.  Registration will be at no cost on the DHYS website and will be used to gauge 
interest in both Select and All-Star Teams. Communication will be made to players and their families 
through e-mail or other effective means of mass communication directing interested parties to 
information on the website. An information session for parents interested in All-Star Softball will be held 
each season by April 15 by the Softball Tournament Team Director.   
 
Player Selection 
 
All-Star Teams 
All-Star teams will be chosen by a committee that consists of: the team manager or a coach designated 
by the manager, the Tournament Team Director, the VP for Softball or designated representative, and 
the relevant league director. The committee will vote on players by listing their top 12 choices based on 
the criteria of performance in: all-star tryouts, recreation league evaluations, previous and current 
seasons.  In addition, the committee will consider the evaluation of players by their current recreation 
league manager. The 9 players receiving the most votes will automatically be offered spots on the team. 
The manager must select 3 to 5 additional players to complete a roster of 12 to 14 players. The roster 
will be completed as soon as possible and posted on the DHYS website within one week of the final 
tryout. If there is sufficient interest to have a second team, the manager of this team will select a roster 
in consultation with the selection committee as soon as the first team roster is set. 
 
Select Teams 
If there is only interest sufficient to field one competitive Select team in a given age group the selection 
process will be identical to that for the Red Devil All-Star team (described above). Except that, the 
performance in the current spring season will not be considered due to the time scale of the formation 
of Select teams.  Teams may be selected in a manner that divides the talent evenly if there is enough 
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interested competitive players to form more than one team. The committee described in the previous 
section will determine the approach for team selection.    
 
 
 
Player Addition or Removal from Team 
 

a. Additions to and subtractions from Select or All-Star rosters must be discussed with and 
approved by the Tourney Team Director. Players, of course, may voluntarily choose not to 
continue with a team.  

b. Managers will not have the discretion to remove a player from the roster unless they can show 
good cause for the removal such as not participating in games and/or practices.  All player 
removals must be approved by the Tourney Team Director and the VP of Softball.  

c. Consideration for replacement of injured or removed players should be given to players who 
signed up for the team in the spring but were not selected to the team.  

d. To be added to the team, the player must have participated in the most recent spring season.  
 
Player Participation  
 
For every Select game, the manager must bat a continuous lineup if 12 players or less are present. In 
both Select and All-Star games not shortened by rain or “mercy rule”, managers are strongly 
encouraged to play each player for a minimum of one at-bat and for 3 consecutive outs in the field. 
Pllayers are guaranteed to never sit out completely in two consecutive games.  
 
Uniforms  
 
To create a consistent image, All-Star teams will use the same logos for the front of their jerseys and 
hats (Red Devils for A, Blue Devils for B, Sun Devils for C). A common uniform style is recommended for 
all teams, but is not required as long as the appropriate logos are used. Teams pay for uniforms at their 
own expense.  
 
Field Use 
 
After the last regular season games of the recreation season, each of the All-Star teams will have field 
and playing time priority on at least one specified day each week. The schedule will be determined by 
the Tournament Team Director in consultation with the team managers.  
 
DHYS Support  
 
DHYS will pay the tournament registration fee for one All-Star tournament. DHYS will also provide use of 
equipment and two-dozen softballs for each All-Star and Select team. All other costs (i.e. uniform costs, 
tournament fees, travel costs, and umpire and other costs associated with hosting games) will be the 
responsibility of each team. These costs are usually split evenly among all families.  
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Fall Tournament Teams  
 
Once selected, the All-Star teams will be entitled to continue playing under DHYS auspices until the date 
All-Star teams are selected the following spring.  Again, I think this should just be until the end of the 
year.  Remember that age cutoff is 12/31, so all-star teams are going to change each year because of 
that.  
 
It is recommended that all All-Star teams from 8U-12U (rising 10U-12U) play some fall travel 
tournaments at the completion of their summer season.  This is a time for continued development and 
advanced play.  The team will play under the DHYS program, however, there is no need to register since 
the team is a continuation from the summer team. 
 
Rising 8U All-Star teams are encouraged to have regular workouts and expand beyond A, B and C teams.  
This age group should focus on expanding the overall player pool and A team coaches should also look 
to get parents involved to help identify potential assistant coaches, B team and C team coaches for 
future years.  Intra-squad and neighboring park scrimmages are encouraged at the expense of the team 
members. 
 
B & C Team managers and coaches should encourage players to work out and develop skillsets in the 
fall.  The goal is to improve and develop skills through practice and play in preparation to have a 
legitimate chance to make the A team the upcoming year. 
 
All players are eligible and encouraged to play in the Fall Rec program as well. 
 
To participate in a Fall All Star Development Program all players must either, a: be on the Summer All-
Star team, or b: be currently registered and playing in the Fall league. Also, all parents and coaches who 
are participating with on-the-field assistance need to be approved by the VP of Softball and meet the 
same guidelines as rec and summer baseball for coaches and managers. 
 


