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Students gather to protest on May 3, 2022, after 
documents leaked from the Supreme Court 
about the future of the Roe v. Wade case. 

The U.S Supreme Court has vot-
ed to overturn Roe v. Wade, according 
to an opinion draft written by Justice 
Samuel Alito, which Politico discov-
ered. CNN said the court’s public af-
fairs office has confirmed the document 
published by Politico is authentic.

Roe v. Wade has been in place 
since 1973, and Alito’s draft said the 
court would overturn Roe v. Wade’s 
holding of  a federal constitutional right 
to abortion.

“Roe was egregiously wrong from 
the start,” Alito wrote in the draft. “Its 
reasoning was exceptionally weak, and 
the decision has had damaging conse-
quences. And far from bringing about 
a national settlement of  the abortion 
issue, Roe and Casey have enflamed 
debate and deepened division.”

Politico said this unprecedent-
ed breach of  security in the U.S. Su-
preme Court will intensify the debate 
surrounding the controversial topic of  
legal abortion. The debate is vibrant 
at Kansas State, as students share their 
thoughts and opinions via social media 
and word of  mouth.

Kate Weisner, freshman in human 
development and family sciences, said 
she was overjoyed after hearing the news 
but did not want to get her hopes up.

“I was at daily Mass when our 
priest told us the news, and I was excited 
yet skeptical because this is something 
the church has been fighting for and 
working towards for so long,” Weisner 
said. “I grew up Catholic, and I believe 
very strongly in the dignity of  life and 

standing up for those who do not have 
a voice.”

Miranda Wagner, junior in biol-
ogy and pre-medicine, had the oppo-
site reaction.

“Hearing the possibility of  Roe 
v. Wade being overturned made me 
scared for the future of  women and 
children in America,” Wagner said. 
“My biggest concern would be the 
lack of  resources available to women 
who have become pregnant through 
non-consensual sexual interactions.”

Wagner said she is disappointed to 
see women’s rights shift backward.

“Women throughout history have 
fought hard to earn the right to equal 
pay, and not be discriminated against,” 
Wagner said. “It makes me sad to think 
about the possibility of  fighting to 
make decisions about my own body.”

Weisner said she believes that pro-
life is pro-women.

“The pro-life movement gives wom-
en the option to be a mom and also the 
option for adoption,” Weisner said. 
“Adoption is important, and so many fam-
ilies want to adopt and raise children.”

Brooklynn Bennett, sophomore in 
agricultural economics, said she feels in-
different.

“I’ve always felt conflicted about 
this issue because, as a Christian, I be-
lieve abortion is morally wrong,” Ben-
nett said. “At the same time, I know the 
government can’t stop abortions from 
happening, so I do not think it should 
be completely illegal.”

In his draft, Alito said, even af-
ter being in place for almost 50 years, 
the 1973 abortion rights ruling was an 
ill-conceived and deeply flawed deci-
sion that invented a right mentioned 
nowhere in the Constitution.

T.C. Levi, senior in open option, 
said she does not understand the logic 
Alito presented.

“Our judicial system treats histor-

ical precedent as so valuable until it is 
championed by the same populations 
and communities that they are sup-
posed to be representing,” Levy said. 
“If  you are representing a population 
who has to express genuine outrage af-
ter every piece of  legislation you pub-
lish, then you are not representing that 
population anymore.”

Levi attended a pro-choice protest 
in front of  the Manhattan Courthouse on 
May 3, along with Jaydin Coleman, senior 
in gender, women and sexuality studies.

“We are here because we support 
basic human rights,” Coleman said at 
the protest. “A lot of  people do not re-
alize it is a state-by-state thing, so in 
Kansas, there is hope because we do 
not have a trigger ban in act.”

According to Newsweek, a trigger 
ban is a preemptive abortion ban that 
would move to quickly ban or weaken 
abortion access in a state if  the Su-
preme Court overturns Roe v. Wade.

Bennett said she thinks Roe V. 
Wade should be overturned because it 
would become a state-by-state issue.

“If  it is overturned, then states get 
to choose how to regulate it, so in some 
states, things will not change at all,” 
Bennett said. “Most importantly, I just 
want mothers and babies to be safe.”

Time said the U.S Supreme 
Court is set to make a final ruling on 
the case before its term concludes at 
the end of  June. If  the vote results in 
overturning Roe v. Wade, it will be-
come a state-by-state issue.

On Aug. 2, Kansans will vote on 
adding an amendment to the state 
constitution that would ban abortion. 
Coleman said to vote in the election, 
you must register by July 12.

More information on how this 
news affects Kansans is available 
through KMUW.

MARGARET LATENSER
n e w s  e d i t o r
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Worship Service at 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. or 
livestream our services online. 

Adult and Children 
Bible Hour Classes 

Offered at 10:00 a.m. 
785.776.0424

www.gracebchurch.org 
2901 Dickens Ave. 

(2 blks. E. of Seth Child)

On-campus living required for first-year students starting next semester

Incoming freshman Jenna 
Melton will pack her life into 
boxes, leave her hometown 
and arrive at the dorms to be-
gin her first year of  college next 
semester. However, the dorms 
were not her first choice.

Starting fall 2022, Kan-
sas State will require all 
first-year students to live on 
campus for two semesters. 
Derek Jackson, associate vice 

president of  student life and 
director of  Housing and Din-
ing Services, said the change 
aims to help students perform 
better academically.

“On-campus students 
have a 2.9 GPA for freshmen. 
Off-campus has a 2.39,” Jack-
son said. “The retention rate 
is almost 90 percent for fresh-
men who live on-campus. For 
freshmen who live off-cam-
pus, it’s in the 60 percent.”

K-State has not had a 
freshman residency policy 
since 1986. The idea to re-
establish it came from for-
mer President Kirk Schulz, 

K-State’s thirteenth president 
serving from 2009 to 2016.

“We did a strategic mas-
ter plan, and one of  the first 
things he mentioned – and 
wanted out by 2025 – was to 
have a freshman residency,” 
Jackson said. “With the tran-
sition to our new situation 
with the pandemic, we have 
plenty of  beds on campus to 
handle a freshman residen-
cy.”

Summer Sperke, fresh-
man in theater and Wefald 
resident, said where she lives 
would not affect her studies 
or success, and thinks that as-

sumption is subjective to each 
student.

“Being forced into a 
dorm is kind of  like forcing 
students into an environment 
that they don’t want to be in 
and into an environment that 
they don’t think they can cor-
rectly do their academics in,” 
Sperke said.

Melton said she does not 
think her studies would be af-
fected negatively if  she lived 
off-campus.

“If  students are focused 
on their education, it does 
not matter where they live,” 
Melton said.

She also said first-year 
students should not be re-
quired to live in the dorms 
and that if  it were not re-
quired, she would have lived 
elsewhere.

“The dorms are expen-
sive, and I have other family 
members at K-State that I 
could’ve made living arrange-
ments with,” Melton said.

On-campus living for the 
2022-2023 school year rang-
es between $4,740-$6,950 a 
semester. Students choose a 
room type, residence hall and 
a meal plan, all with varying 
costs and amenities.

Susan Melton, Jenna 
Melton’s mother, said deter-
mining where to live should 
be a family decision and not 
a university decision.

“I feel like every child is 
different, and although it may 
be a good fit for some, it is 
not the answer for everyone,” 
Susan Melton said. “It’s defi-
nitely adding a major expense 
to an already high financial 
cost to attend college.”

Heaven Cedeño, fresh-

CARTER SCHAFFER
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f

LEXY LIBY
s t a f f  w r i t e r

see page 09, “ON CAMPUS 
LIVING”
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Kathleen Greene, director of Academic Student 
Services, announces retirement, reflects on career

After 41 years at Kansas 
State, Director of  Academic 
Student Services Kathleen 
Greene announced her re-
tirement. Greene’s career 
spanned many departments 
and positions, from teach-
ing to advising to working as 
a counselor in the athletics 
department. However, she 
found her calling working 
with students while direct-
ing three of  K-State’s TRIO 
programs: Educational Sup-
portive Services, the Mc-
Nair Scholars Program and 
Student Support Services at 
K-State Salina.

“It is hard to put into 
words her impact,” Stephanie 
Bannister, assistant vice pro-
vost for student success, said. 

“I mean, 41 years of  service, 
countless successful grant 
competitions, but more than 
that, she’s just a gentle giant 
of  goodness. Generations 
of  students have been im-
pacted by her willingness to 
meet them where they are, be 
open, serve as a connection 
and a referral to colleagues 
across campus. She’s just in-
credibly well-known and well 
respected.”

TRIO Educational 
Supportive Services is a fed-
erally-funded program that 
provides support for students 
who are first-generation, in-
come limited or have a docu-
mented disability.

“They didn’t have TRIO 
programs while I was in col-
lege,” Greene said. “I strug-
gled. We had a support group, 
so we tutored each other. We 

would meet in study groups, 
that’s the form of  tutoring we 
had.”

Raised in Queens, New 
York, Greene attended Ot-
tawa University after mid-
west colleges visited her high 
school looking for students. 
As a first-generation student 
herself, Greene said she al-
ways liked helping people 
find their voice.

“I found my calling in 
working with students who 
have challenges, whether 
it be their socio-economic 
challenges, to help them with 
their education,” Greene 
said. “I just like being a part 
of  helping people succeed. 
Especially with [my] first-
gen background and limited 
income, that had a lot to do 
with it.”

Bannister said Greene 

demonstrated great commit-
ment to students through her 
dedication to grant-writing.

“I think it’s important to 
know that those grants tech-
nically can not be written 
during work time,” Bannister 
said. “The staff  who write 
those grants go above and 
beyond outside of  work to 
secure that funding. It’s just 
a federal regulation that you 
cannot use the grant funds 
to actually secure additional 
funds.”

Greene’s grantsmanship 
garnered more than $20 mil-
lion for K-State, according to 
K-State Today.

KELSEY VOLK
m a n a g i n g  e d i t o r

Enroll now. JCCC.EDU/ENROLL

Smaller class sizes, free resources and 
competitive tuition rates are waiting. 

Get ahead—and stay ahead—with JCCC’s 
fl exible face-to-face, online and online hybrid 
class options that fi t your schedule.

MAKE YOUR 
SUMMER COUNT

Elizabeth Sandstrom | COLLEGIAN MEDIA GROUP

Kathleen Greene is retiring after 41 years at Kansas State.

see page 06, “GREENE”
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Three weeks at a Ukrainian refugee shelter in Budapest, Hungary: 
Differing Futures

Editor’s Note: Names have been 
changed to protect individuals’ identities.

“Hello,” a man says as 
I lean on the shelter’s recep-
tion desk. He’s probably in his 
mid-twenties and is wearing a 
black shirt with red slashes that 
could fit in at a death metal con-
cert. I’ve seen him around the 
shelter for a day or two.

“Hi,” I say, standing up 
straight to face him. “Can I 
help you?”

“English?” he asks.
“Yes, I speak English.”
He holds up his index finger 

as he reaches for his phone in his 
pocket. “One moment, please.”

Swiping the screen, he stares 
at it for a bit, then looks up at me. 
“Bad Wi-Fi,” he says in an apol-
ogetic tone. He then holds the 
phone up to his face and speaks 
rapidly in another language.

He lowers the phone, and 
I see the loading dots translat-
ing words in a box that says 
“Hungarian” to one that says 
“English.”

He shakes his head a few 
times. “Sorry,” he says. “Old 
phone.”

I wave and tell him it’s 
no problem. I’m not sure if  
he understands.

My phone is in my room, 
and I’m about to go get it when 
one of  the other volunteers places 
his on the desk. “Here,” he says. 
“Use mine. It’s fast.”

Once again, I’m amazed at 
people’s generosity in this place. I 
thank the volunteer and hand the 
phone to the man to speak into.

Through the translator, 
I learn his name is Dominik. 
He’s a Hungarian and was liv-
ing in Ukraine at the time of  
the Russian invasion.

I hold the phone up, think-
ing of  how to word my thoughts. 
Everything sounds trivial com-
pared to his reality. Finally, I say 
I’m grateful he’s here and safe.

He reads the text and nods 
slightly. I can tell there’s more to 
the story as he responds.

A group of  incoming ref-

ugees arrives, carrying every-
thing they now own in small 
suitcases and backpacks. The 
volunteer whose phone we are 
using greets them.

I motion toward the 
common room, and Dominik 
and I move to the open space 
next to the long table with to-
day’s dinner meals stacked in 
plastic to-go boxes.

He starts his side of  the con-
versation into the phone again.

“My wife and child were 
here with me on vacation,” the 
translated text reads. “We cannot 
go back now.”

He tells me his family is 
staying with his mother-in-law in 
Budapest while he looks for work 
in computer science. He says he 
studied for a long time in college 
for his profession.

Holding the phone up, I say 
his work is a lot more useful than 
my degree where I do a lot of  cre-
ative writing. I don’t know if  the 
joke comes across.

He reads the message. Then 
he makes eye contact with me as 
he speaks into it. It feels strange 
as I watch him speak a language 
I can’t understand. I look over at 
the guests playing chess on the 
other side of  the room.

“Stories are very import-
ant,” the translated text reads. 
“We need them.”

He then shows me a pic-
ture of  his wife holding a lit-
tle girl in a small dress. Their 
smiles must bring back memo-
ries of  happier times every time 
he looks at them.

Then he speaks into the 
phone again. “My mother-in-
law’s apartment is small,” the 
translated statement reads from 
his next statement. “And there is 
no room for him to stay there.”

I tell him about my wife and 
show him my wedding ring.

“You and I can be alone 
together,” I say into the phone – 
an expression I heard during the 
COVID-19 lockdowns. Handing 
the phone back, I hope the phras-
ing translates well enough into 
Hungarian.

He reads it and looks up at 
me with a smile. “Yes.”

A couple of  days later I see 

him in the common room, and he 
waves me over. “I have a job,” he 
says as he prepares his phone for 
us to have a conversation.

“Congratulations!” I say, 
which I then repeat into his 
phone. It’s working better today.

I read what he tells me 
about his job. The translation is a 
bit choppy with its wording, but 
I gather the job has to do with 
computers and the company will 
train him soon.

As we’re celebrating through 
the phone, the chessboard in the 
common room opens up. We’ve 
talked about playing before, and 
through gestures, we decide to 
have a go at it.

“I haven’t played in a long 
time,” Dominik’s phone trans-
lates for me.

He laughs a little after 
reading it as we’re setting up 
the board. He proceeds to beat 
me in an embarrassingly short 
amount of  time.

“Let’s play again,” I say, 
placing the few pieces I had a 
chance to move back to their 
starting positions.

The next game is a drawn-
out slugfest I eventually win.

“OK,” I say. “The tiebreak-
er.”

Dominik looks at me for a 
moment. “Tiebreaker?”

I point to him, “You. One.” 
Then to myself. “Me. One.” 
Then to the board. “Third game 
is the winner.”

He nods. “Tiebreaker.”
He moves first. I’ve never 

had a strategy when opening in 
chess and just move wherever 
seems right to me.

Dominik moves on the 
fourth turn. “Checkmate,” and 
he leans back on the couch.

“What!” I say in disbe-
lief  as I follow every route my 
king could take.

The small crowd around us 
leans in as we study the board. 
Yet, it doesn’t lie: my king has no-
where to go.

He tells me the name of  the 
opening, and I throw my hands 
up and laugh with him.

“Good game,” we say to 
each other, shaking hands.

“You’ll have to show me 

how you did that,” I say, motion-
ing to the board.

---
One evening a few days lat-

er, I’m sitting at a bar with some 
of  the volunteers from the shelter. 
A group of  tourists at the next ta-
ble over are shouting about how 
great this city is as their empty 
beer mugs stack up.

“I saw you talking to 
Dominik,” James, an expa-
triate who hasn’t been to 
his home country in several 
years, says. “I’m glad he’s 
able to talk to you after what 
happened to his family.”

“What happened to his 
family?” I say quickly, the pic-
ture of  his wife and child rush-
ing to the forefront of  my mind. 
What could have happened to 
them in Budapest? They should 
be safe here.

James pauses before speak-
ing as every other noise around 
me is blocked out.

“His parents and siblings 
were killed in Ukraine,” he says 
finally. He turns the half-emp-

ty mug in front of  him without 
looking up. “When he first came 
to the shelter, he was shaken and 
could barely talk, but we could 
get that much out of  him.”

---
The next day, I see Dominik 

again outside the shelter and sit 
with him. I don’t ask about his 
family in Ukraine. He doesn’t 
mention them. I wonder what I 
can do. What can I say? It’s the 
same feeling that’s followed me 
this whole trip. Is it enough just to 
be here? What is the right thing to 
say? The wrong thing? Is it neces-
sary to say anything at all?

In the end, it’s a brief  
conversation.

Then he is gone. I was not 
around to say goodbye. A fellow 
volunteer tells me the job has tak-
en him to another country, and I 
hope his wife and daughter were 
able to go with him.

After the weekend, I’m on 
a plane heading home. Soon 
enough I will hug my wife and 
parents and brother and sister.

‘Then what?’ I wonder as 

the plane coasts westward over 
the Atlantic. I’m going back to 
safety and comfort while those 
who passed through the shelter 
face uncertainty and struggle. 
And what about those who have 
yet to leave bomb shelters and 
basements in Ukraine? How can 
they pick up the pieces of  a life 
shattered by this war? Will they 
even survive?

No answers come as the 
questions swarm. Then other 
things rise to the surface as I 
near American soil: my home-
work, the tax refund that hasn’t 
come in yet, my dog’s upcoming 
vet appointment.

Then I realize it’s hap-
pening: the forgetting, the 
blocking out, the turning away 
from it all, the ignoring. It’s 
terrifyingly easy to do.

I shut my eyes and pray 
for peace. I don’t know what 
else to do. I hope we won’t for-
get what is happening to our 
fellow human beings.

I hope I won’t.

ALEXANDER HURLA
s t a f f  w r i t e r

Alexander Hurla | COLLEGIAN MEDIA GROUP

St. Stephen’s Basilica in Budapest, Hungary.
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REVIEW: Indie rock band Big Thief snatches hearts with new album
The term “magnum opus” 

falls short in its attempt to de-
scribe Big Thief ’s February 
release “Dragon New Warm 
Mountain I Believe in You.” The 
band’s first full studio album in 
three years is an experimental 
masterpiece that traverses genres 

and upholds the band’s reputa-
tion for lyrical excellence.

With a tracklist of  20 songs, 
“Dragon New Warm Mountain 
I Believe in You” is a lengthy, 
rich journey dipping into ac-
quired themes, both sonic and 
lyrical. While many of  its tracks 
stay true to the band’s eclectic, 
wistful sound, others veer into 
new territory.

Songs like “Time Escap-
ing” and “Wake Me up to Drive” 
explore a tight, angular electron-
ic sound with a burbling under-
current of  Gaelic folk. Other 
tracks, like “Simulation Swarm” 
and “Little Things,” feature a 
sweet, atmospheric texture that 
almost connotes fairy-song.

Noncommittal chord 
progressions throughout the 
record evoke a sense of  mys-
tery and wandering. Just when 
you think dissonance is about 
to resolve, it ebbs into anoth-
er unexpected sequence of  
sound. This keeps the listener 
engaged, if  unsatisfied.

The titular track is a be-
lated answer to lyrics found in 
Adrienne Lenker’s solo work. 
The third verse of  “anything” 
from her 2020 album “songs,” 
asks, “Dragon in the new 
warm mountain / Didn’t you 
believe in me?”

This call-and-response 

is seen again between the first 
and final track. The refrain of  
“Change” queries, “Would you 
live forever, never die?” and 
“Blue Lightning” ends with 
Lenker’s plaintive croon of  
“Yeah, I wanna live forever ‘til 
I die.” The album is a conver-
sation with itself, a one-woman 
Socratic seminar that culmi-
nates in existential acceptance.

The album’s lyrics offer lis-
teners a liberated perspective on 
death. Instead of  a finale, Lenk-
er suggests that death is “…like 
a door / To a place we’ve never 
been before.” At one point or 
another, nearly every song in the 
album touches on the idea that 
love supersedes the fear of  death. 
In “Love Love Love,” Lenker 
confesses, “When I’m scared to 
die alone / That’s when I call 
you on the phone / I tell you 
that I need your love.” In “The 
Only Place,” she repeats, “When 
all material scatters / And ashes 

amplify / The only place that 
matters / Is by your side.”

As an obsessive Adrienne 
Lenker fan, I could be biased, 
but anyone who has dabbled 
in the Big Thief  discography 
might agree that each song 
is nothing short of  poetry. In 
“Dragon New Warm Mountain 
I Believe in You,” imagery of  
birds, magic and the cosmos are 
prominently featured.

The album reads through 
like an epic about release from 
earthly ties and sounds like a 
sticky summer night. Although 
many of  the album’s lyrics 
are a glimpse into a fantasti-
cal world, many are extremely 
grounded, poignant reflections 
on why we are here — to stick 
by each other’s side.

Dissimilarly to unfortunate 
predecessors like Fleetwood 
Mac, a break-up in the band 
did not slow production. Adri-
enne Lenker and Buck Meek 

married young and recruited 
drummer James Krivchenia and 
bassist Max Oleartchik for the 
indie-rock phenomenon that Big 
Thief  became.

Despite their divorce in 
2018, Lenker and Meek re-
main close friends and collab-
orators. The depth and com-
plexity of  their relationship is 
evidenced in lyrics that depict 
bittersweet, child-like, un-
conditional love. This love is 
rarely distinguished as either 
romantic or platonic, perhaps 
because theirs isn’t either.

“Dragon New Warm 
Mountain I Believe in You” 
is the kind of  album best en-
joyed on a dusk drive, around 
a campfire, over a latte or in 
the mountains. It challenges 
as much as it delights and ul-
timately entreats its listener to 
enjoy every fleeting moment 
with the people they love.

ELENIA HENRY
s t a f f  w r i t e r

Graphic by Marshall Sunner | COLLEGIAN MEDIA GROUP
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The Marianna Kistler 
Beach Museum of  Art is host to 
many works of  art. Its newest in-
stallation, “Fishers of  Men,” acts 
as a visual salute to the anguished 
victims of  the war between Russia 
and Ukraine.

Artist Fidencio Fifield-Pe-
rez’s work, “Fishers of  Men,” is 
concocted of  decommissioned 
nautical maps containing infor-
mation from the U.S. govern-
ment’s Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency. It is spattered with acryl-
ic paint and cut up using tradi-
tional paper-cutting techniques 
on what resembles a large fishing 
net. It is a captivating expression 
that still applies to this lifetime’s 
terrifying and grim realities of  
grueling oppression.

Aileen Wang, curator at the 
museum, explained Fifield-Perez’s 
work more in-depth.

“The result is a square im-
age containing a blue globe with 
messy borders,” Wang said. “In 
many parts, the artist’s cutting fol-
lows grids on the maps and makes 
the whole thing look like netting 
that will break easily. The cuttings 
and the blue, watery paint make 

me think of  how fragile and arti-
ficial man-made borders are, like 
a flimsy net trying to capture and 
contain water and living things.”

Fifield-Perez created this 
piece in 2016, with most of  his 
work encapsulating the feel-
ing of  oppression immigrants 
and refugees face. As an im-
migrant himself, Fifield-Perez 
was smuggled into the United 
States from Mexico as a child 
and has since devoted his life 
to conveying the hardships of  
fellow immigrants everywhere 
through his artistic endeavors.

Kathrine Schlageck, associ-
ate curator of  education, has got-
ten to know Fifield-Perez over the 
past few years.

“His family came to the 
United States to make a better 
life, and he grew up as a DACA 
child,” Schlageck said. “His 
work addresses the need for all 
people who deserve a better, 
safer life … ‘Fishers of  Men’ re-
flects the hope and unfortunate 
reality of  [the] world.”

Upon its original exhibition 
in 2017, Fifield-Perez called for 
excerpts of  British-Somali poet 
Warsan Shire’s poem “Home” to 
be positioned alongside his own 
works’ labels. The passage from 
“Home” — which is read on the 

labels of  “Fishers of  Men” — is 
as follows:

“no one leaves home
unless home is the mouth of  

a shark.
…
you have to understand
no one puts their children in 

a boat
unless the water is safer than 

the land.”
Elizabeth Seaton, another 

curator for the museum, spoke 
about her interpretation of  the 
piece.

“Fishers of  Men evokes 
fragility to me,” Seaton said. 
“It makes me think about the 
fragility of  our world. Not only 
our environment, but our hu-
manity … what will happen if  
we don’t come together to help 
those who are experiencing 
need, or loss, or tragedy.”

The Beach Museum of  Art 
is located on the southeast cor-
ner of  the K-State campus and is 
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday 
and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Satur-
day. More information about the 
museum and its exhibitions is 
available through the Beach Mu-
seum website.

ALEXANDER REWERTS
s t a f f  w r i t e r

‘Fishers of Men’ exhibit at Beach Museum represents oppression faced by refugees

Benjamin Voller | COLLEGIAN MEDIA GROUP

Fidencio Fifield-Perez’s “Fishers of Men” on display at the Marianna Kistler Beach Museum 
of Art.

“If  you think about Mc-
Nair scholars and their mis-
sion — I mean, she is the one 
who brought that program 
here,” Bannister said. “She is 
the reason we have a program 
that is designed to encourage 
students to go on to pursue 
graduate school. While un-
dergraduate and institution-
al research is a huge priority 
now, it was Kathy Greene 27 
years ago who laid this really 
amazing foundation.” 

Greene’s hard work has 
earned her a long list of  ac-
colades, including induction 
into the MO-KANE-NE Hall 
of  Fame, the Commerce Bank 
Presidential Faculty/Staff  

Award for Distinguished Ser-
vices to Minority Students 
and the university’s first In-
clusive Excellence honoree, 
yet she said she is most proud 
of  her impact on students.

“I’m proud of  seeing my 
students succeed,” Greene 
said. “Some of  them go on to 
have a really good life. Some of  
them got their PhDs. Some of  
them are executive directors.”

Greene said she plans 
to spend time with her fam-
ily, travel and visit museums 
during retirement.

“I feel I’m blessed be-
cause I’ve had such a fulfill-
ing career,” Greene said. “If  I 
was in another career, I would 
have retired about ten years 
ago. I’ve been blessed, I’m 
happy, I’m looking forward to 
a fulfilling retirement.”

Bannister said she will 
miss Greene’s warm and in-

viting presence.
“It’s hard when you’re 

planting seeds to fully know 
what that yield is going to be, 
but I can say with 100 percent 
confidence, she has had gen-
erational impact that reach-
es far beyond Kansas State 
University,” Bannister said. 
“We’re excited for her, but we 
will miss her spirit.”

The Greene TRIO Ex-
cellence fund has been estab-
lished in Greene’s honor to 
continue to support students 
and grow the foundation 
Greene built in ways that a 
grant can’t financially sup-
port.

“Sometimes you just do 
the work, you’re getting paid, 
it’s what you’re supposed to 
do,” Green said. “And then 
people come and thank me 
— that’s gratifying.”

GREENE
continued from page 03
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Activities on and around campus offer reprieve from finals
Springtime in college is 

often stressful, balancing group 
projects, exams, impending 
graduation or finding an intern-
ship. While it is important to 
focus on classes and work, so is 
finding time to relax, rejuvenate 
and maybe even try something 
new. Now that the weather is 
getting warmer and the flow-
ers are in bloom, there is much 
more to do in Manhattan.

Studying is a must in col-
lege, but why not do it outside? 
Grab a blanket or a hammock 
and find a spot on campus to 
set up shop. Bring a speaker or 
headphones, and you’ll breeze 
through your work. Even if  
you don’t have to study, this is 
a great way to socialize with 
friends or get in some reading.

Hiking the Konza is a 
must-do in Manhattan, and 

spring is the perfect time for it. 
Grab a group of  friends, pack 
some water and snacks and 
explore. There are three trails 
– the Nature Trail (2.6 miles), 
Kings Creek Loop (4.6 miles) 
and Godwin Hill Loop (6.2 
miles). Throughout each hike, 
you’ll see views of  the Flint Hills 
and the Kansas River Valley.

Another outdoor must 
is a visit to Tuttle Creek Lake 
to fish, kayak or just enjoy the 
views. You can drive over the 
dam and view the lake from 
up high or go down to the park 
to hammock or even camp (if  
that’s your thing). There are 
multiple trails around the lake 
if  you want to hike somewhere 
other than the Konza.

Additional outdoor get-
aways include the Manhattan 
and KS Hills, which offer great 
views of  the city and are perfect 
for hanging out with friends or 
having alone time.

If  you’re looking for 

something to do closer to cam-
pus, then the Kansas State 
bowling alley is a great option. 
Located inside the K-State 
Student Union, the Wabash 
Cannon Bowl is a convenient 
and inexpensive way to com-
pete with your friends. It offers 
different specials on bowling, 
drinks and food throughout 
the week, so there’s sure to be 
a good deal going on.

If  bowling isn’t your cup 
of  tea or you’re craving the 
outdoors, the K-State Univer-
sity Gardens has a plethora of  
plants and beautiful sights. You 
can even broaden your horizons 
and visit the Insect Zoo while 
you’re there.

While springtime in col-
lege has its stressors, you can 
always take the time to explore 
Manhattan for a reprieve from 
studying and maybe discover a 
new place to make the most of  
your college career.

ELLA JUNG
s t a f f  w r i t e r
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Students flock to trees on and off campus to hammock in the spring sun.

First-Generation Student Graduation Celebration set for May 13 in Forum Hall
The First-Generation Stu-

dent Graduation Celebration is 
set for 7 p.m. on May 13 in Fo-
rum Hall. About 150 students 
and their families are expected 
to attend to commemorate the 
momentous occasion.

The Office of  First-gen-
eration Students offers aid 
to students whose parents or 
guardians did not graduate 
from a four-year university. Re-
beca Paz, assistant director for 
the Office of  First-generation 
Students and one of  the coor-
dinators for the event, said she 
enjoys serving her students.

“The Office of  First-gen-
eration Students supports 
first-generation students at 
Kansas State University,” Paz 
said. “We basically support the 
students, and then we connect 
students to campus resources. 
We coordinate efforts across 
the university to serve them, 

and we foster a first-generation 
community.”

One of  the many ways 
the office serves its students 
is through the graduation cel-
ebration. Paz expressed her 
excitement for the fifth-annual 
event.

“Part of  supporting our 
students is celebrating our stu-
dents and their accomplish-
ments,” Paz said. “Because 
they are the first in their family 
to have graduated from college 
… they’re paving the way for 
the rest of  their family mem-
bers, so their graduation is also 
an accomplishment for their 
whole family.”

The students who attend 
the event will walk across the 
stage in Forum Hall, state 
their name and major and will 
receive a cord to wear to their 
commencement ceremony.

“During this celebration, 
we also present the students 
with green cords that they wear 
to graduation,” Paz said. “We 

chose green because green 
symbolizes resilience, and our 
first-generation students are 
resilient.”

During the ceremony, Ca-
dence Ciesielski, senior in philos-
ophy and Spanish, will give the 
keynote speech. Ciesielski said 
she is eager to speak at the event.

“There’s going to be a 
lot of  recognition for what 
first-gen students have accom-
plished and what they will ac-
complish in the future,” Ciesi-
elski said. “I’m expecting it to 
be a really good night.”

Ciesielski is a member of  
Tri-Alpha, an invitation-only 
society that is relatively new 
to campus.

“Tri-Alpha is a nation-
al honor society for first-gen 
students, and K-State actu-
ally selected their inaugural 
class last year, so that’s part 
of  the reason that there’s not 
a lot of  awareness about it,” 
Ciesielski said.

For many students, be-

ing a first-generation college 
graduate has influenced their 
experience in a positive way at 
K-State — Ciesielski included.

“I think that being first-
gen has been an important part 
of  my experience at K-State,” 
Ciesielski said. “Especially as a 
land-grant institution, I think 
it’s really important that we 
uplift other students in Kansas 
communities that want to at-
tend college, even if  their fami-
lies haven’t.”

Ciesielski is a leader in her 
community and said she is pas-
sionate about helping others 
realize their potential.

“It’s important to uplift 
first-gen students and to not 
place limitations on yourself  
or others,” Ciesielski said. 
“Don’t place limitations on 
yourself  if  you feel like you 
can’t do something. It is pos-
sible, you just need resources, 
support.”

The event on May 13 will 
acknowledge the hard work and 

achievements of  the graduating 
first-generation students.

“We’re proud of  them,” 
Paz said. “It’s exciting for us to 
see their accomplishments, and 

we also want to say they belong 
to the university. First-genera-
tion students enrich the campus 
experience by their presence.”

GRACE NEEDHAM
a r t s  &  c u l t u r e  e d i t o r
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Tatiana Briceño, then-sophomore in mathematics and 
Spanish and Leslie Ramirez, then-senior in English educa-
tion and Spanish translation, take photos during National 
First-Generation College Student Celebration Day on Friday, 
Nov. 8, 2019.



As an immigrant from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Martín Gramática was only 
interested in playing soccer 
growing up before stumbling 
across American football.

With his hometown of  
LaBelle, Florida, housing less 
than 5,000 people, Gramáti-
ca made the ultimate decision 
that would change his life for-
ever. He decided to give it a 
shot, leading him toward be-
coming one of  the greatest col-
lege placekickers of  all time.

“I played soccer my whole 
life, but I grew up in a small 
town and they didn’t have a 
kicker — they literally had 
an offensive tackle kicking the 
ball,” Gramática said. “I didn’t 
play at all the first three years 
but the last year, I said, ‘Why 
not?’ So, I thought I would 
help out by kicking for them 
for a year, and then after that, 
I’ll go back to playing soccer. 
Clearly, my plan to play foot-
ball for only a year didn’t nec-
essarily work out, but I think it 
all worked out in the end.”

After his senior year of  
kicking, Gramática had offers 
to come and kick at the Di-
vision I level. He placed his 
faith in Kansas State and for-
mer head coach Bill Snyder to 
make him the best kicker he 
could be.

“I took a recruiting vis-
it and basically fell in love 
with the university and, most 
importantly, coach Snyder,” 
Gramática said. “When I met 
Snyder, I felt like he was the 
right fit and the perfect person 
to coach me. I don’t think I 
would be the player that I was 
without [Snyder].”

He succeeded under 
coach Snyder, creating mem-
ories for himself, the team 
and Wildcat football fans for 
years to come. One of  which 
was enjoying the 1997 Fiesta 
Bowl win against the Syracuse 
Orange.

Gramática’s most mem-
orable moment as a Wildcat 
happened during a play that 
lasted approximately six sec-

onds. Five of  those seconds 
were attributed to hang-time, 
as the Ring of  Honor inductee 
nailed a 65-yard field goal for 
the fourth-longest in NCAA 
history and the longest without 
a tee.

The opportunity of  a 
lifetime was full of  unknowns 
leading into the play, includ-
ing the distance. However, the 
help of  a teammate and talent 
made it happen.

“The funny thing is — I 
didn’t even know how long it 
was: I knew it was long be-
cause I could see the Power-
cat logo while I was taking 
my steps back,” Gramática 
said. “I was literally standing 
on the sideline with my shoes 
untied, getting ready to go 
into the locker room, but ev-
ery time I see Sean Snyder, I 
thank him for letting me kick 
that because he was the one 
who told his dad to let me 
take a shot at it.”

After his playing days 
ended at K-State, the kick-

er known as “Automática 
Gramática” received a phone 
call during the 1999 NFL 
Draft. It was the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers with the 80th pick 
in the third round, making his 
dreams a reality.

“It’s a phone call I’ll nev-
er forget,” Gramática said. 
“It’s crazy though because I 
got the phone call and nothing 
really happened. Of  course, I 
was excited, but nothing real-
ly sat in until I saw my name 
go across the screen on ESPN. 
Seeing the banner that said, 
‘Tampa Bay Buccaneers select 
Martín Gramática’ is when 
everything really sat in, and I 
was just like ‘OK, this is really 
happening.’”

Gramática soon became 
a Super Bowl Champion af-
ter the Buccaneers routed 
the Oakland Raiders 48-21. 
The former Wildcat drilled 
two field goals and six extra 
points, accounting for 12 of  
the team’s 48 points to flash a 
ring on his finger.

“You feel like you’re on 
cloud nine,” Gramática said 
about winning a Super Bowl. 
“You go from the game being 
over to the interviews, to the 
team party, then you go back 
to Tampa and there’s a parade, 
and you go back to the stadi-
um, so everything came all at 
once and you never really feel 
the weight settle in until after 
all of  that. For those 4-5 days, 
it’s just an incredible feeling 
and you wish that you can re-
wind it and relive it. I wish that 
there was a pause button that I 
could hit at the time just to sit 
there and soak it all in”

Almost everything went 
right in his career, enjoying 
the teams he suited up for, 
the players he played with 
and the success he had — but 
Gramática wishes he could 
change one thing.

“There was one regret 
that I had in my career, and 

it happened during the Super 
Bowl year [2003],” Gramáti-
ca said. “I had an injury, and 
I wish I’d gotten a second 
opinion. Since I didn’t, I had 
a surgery that was kind of  mis-
diagnosed, and after that, my 
leg never really felt the same.”

Since those glory days 
have passed, Gramática has 
found various ways of  helping 
people through Gramática 
SIPS International and the 
Gramática Family Founda-
tion, which helps build homes 
for combat veterans. He also 
works for Life Guard Im-
aging, a company that con-
ducts CT scans for potentially 
deadly diseases.

“The top two killers in 
America are heart disease 
and cancer. There really are 
no presumptive measures to 
take for those, so we scan for 
those,” Gramática said. “Our 
first office opened here in 

Tampa, [Florida], our second 
one in the Fort Meyers, [Flor-
ida] area and we’re opening 
one in Scottsdale, [Florida] 
coming up.”

The Ring of  Honor in-
ductee continues to share his 
heart with the world and with 
Wildcat football fans and for-
mer coaches. The Kansas 
Sports Hall of  Famer (2013 
inductee) wants one thing to 
continue from the K-State 
family and has a request for 
head coach Chris Klieman.

“The main thing that 
I want to say to the fans is 
never forget coach Snyder,” 
Gramática said. “K-State 
would be nothing without Sny-
der. I really hope that coach 
Klieman figures out a way to 
include Snyder. He deserves 
that at the least for what he 
has done for the university. To 
coach Snyder, thank you.”

COOPER DETERS
s t a f f  w r i t e r

Where Are They Now: Placekicker Martín Gramática
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Placekicker Martín Gramática becomes the Kansas State 
all-time leading scorer after a 21-yard field goal against 
Kansas on Nov. 8, 1997.
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Know Your Opponent: Kansas Jayhawks
Kansas State baseball 

heads into the Sunflower Show-
down against Kansas follow-
ing a two-game winning streak 
against Oklahoma and Wichita 
State. However, the streak is de-
ceiving because the Wildcats lost 
the weekend series at OU in a 
crushing defeat by a combined 
score of  20-43.

Starting pitcher Connor 
McCullough got roughed up in 
his five innings on Friday, giving 
the Sooners a 5-0 advantage on 
their way to a 14-2 thumping. 
Then on Saturday, the Wildcats 
got thumped even worse, 22-10, 
giving the loss to Griffin Hassall.

Despite the comeback 
8-7 victory on Sunday and 3-1 
win over a 15-30 Wichita State 
team, it appears the Wildcats are 
trending backward. Luckily for 
K-State, KU is at the bottom of  
the Big 12 standings and hasn’t 
won a three-game series since 
hosting Illinois State, April 8-10.

KANSAS BATS:
The Jayhawks have four 

players who can rake at the top of  

their order: Maui Ahuna, Nolan 
Metcalf, Caleb Upshaw and Tavi-
an Josenberger. Three of  the four 
players hit above a .300 batting 
average, but nobody sticks out like 
Maui Ahuna.

Toward the beginning of  
the season, Ahuna was among 
the nation’s leaders in batting 
average and is now second 
in the Big 12, hitting a .405. 
Along with impressive Ted 
Williams-like numbers, the Ha-
waii-native totes a .643-slugging 
percentage with 43 RBIs, 38 
runs scored and six homers.

Overall, the team struggles 
at the plate, hitting .278 com-
pared to its opponent’s .297 — 
close to K-State’s .284 team bat-
ting average.

PITCHING:
In some good news for a 

cold K-State team, KU’s pitching 
is last in the Big 12.

Between its five starters — 
including mid-week starters — 
KU averages a whopping 7.33 
earned run average. It seems 
Daniel Hegarty is the best pitcher 
on the roster, who’s hurled a 4.53 
era in just six starts.

Hegarty’s most recent ap-
pearance was against West Vir-

ginia and was the only win KU 
captured in the three-game series. 
Hegarty was an impact, pitching 
a complete game and only allow-
ing three earned runs, two com-
ing in the eighth inning.

CONCLUSION:
With K-State’s unusual 

win-loss advantage at home 
compared to visiting games, the 
Wildcats should retain their su-
periority against the Jayhawks in 
their backyard.

If  the Wildcats stay hot at 
home by taking advantage of  run-
ners in scoring position and using 
their north-point wind for homers 
to left field, K-State will dominate.

The only concerns are 
starting pitcher Daniel Hegarty 
and hitters Maui Ahuna, No-
lan Metcalf  and Caleb Upshaw. 
Otherwise, this is a perfect op-
portunity for the Wildcats to 
knock the rust off and ride into 
a winning streak toward the back 
half  of  the schedule.

Game one of  the Sunflow-
er Showdown kicks off at 6 p.m. 
on Friday at Tointon Family 
Stadium. Tickets are available at 
K-State Sports, while viewing is 
on Big 12 Now on ESPN Plus.

CHASE HAGEMANN
s p o r t s  e d i t o r
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Junior Griffin Hasall prepares to pitch the ball during the game against UC Irvine on April 
24, 2022.

ON CAMPUS LIVING
continued from page 02

Heaven Cedeño, fresh-
man in open-option, lived in 
off-campus housing this year. 
She said she is saving more 
than $4,000 a year living 
off-campus, and that she could 
not afford K-State if  living in 
the dorms had been required 
her first year.

“One of  the biggest rea-
sons I came to K-State is the 
fact that you don’t have to live 
in the dorms because it real-
ly can change whether or not 
you can do it if  you’re paying 
for yourself,” Cedeño said. “If  
this was implemented my first 
year, I would not have been 
able to come to K-State.”

Students might be eligi-
ble for an exception for sever-
al reasons, including being a 

transfer student with 24-plus 
credit hours, a verifiable finan-
cial hardship or living with a 
relative within 40 miles of  
campus, according to the orig-
inal K-State Today announce-
ment from July 2021. Jackson 
said he and his team try to 
adapt to different situations 
students have, such as students 
living a little over the 40-mile 
radius or students on track to 
have 24-credit hours.

“The intent [of  this pol-
icy] is to help students have 
a community here on-cam-
pus,” Jackson said. “We try 
to be understanding of  the 
situations, and some of  this 
is about documentation and 
communication.”

Cedeño said she would 
have filled out the exception 

form but would have gone to 
a community college or a local 
college if  denied.

“I would have considered 
a financial exception because 
I am going off of  financial 
aid, so there might have been 
some sort of  exception, but 
if  it wasn’t, then I definitely 
would’ve turned to a different 
school,” Cedeño said.

Sperke said there are 
many pros and cons to living 
in the dorms, but each person 
should determine what is best 
for themselves.

“The pros are it definitely 
pushes social life and learn-
ing how to live with someone 
else,” Sperke said. “Some cons 
might be a lack of  privacy and 
a lack of  space that someone 
might need.”

More information about 
K-State’s first-year housing 
policy is available on Housing 
and Dining Services website.
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‘We’re all athletes’: The Beebe family legacy
Kansas State offensive 

lineman Cooper Beebe is just 
one star in a family of  sports-en-
thused athletes. From childhood 
to high school to college athlet-
ics, the Beebe family has played 
through it all.

Tom and Tamara Beebe 
were college athletes themselves, 
Tamara playing basketball at 
Kirkwood Community College, 
while Tom played linebacker and 
defensive end at Pittsburgh State. 
They gifted their children the 
same hobbies and the talent to 
go along with those hobbies.

“I mean, obviously, hav-
ing both parents playing sports 
growing up, sports were a big 
part of  all of  our lives,” old-
est brother Colton Beebe said. 
“We played all sorts of  sports 
growing up. I played soccer, 
baseball, football, track, basket-
ball, you know, kind of  all the 
sports: big sports family.”

Growing up, the boys al-
ways had access to coaches both 
on the field and at home, with 
their parents around to help en-
courage the boys to do better.

“My parents were proba-
bly my biggest influences within 
sports,” Colton said. “Just you 
know — them having played and 
then never forced us to do things, 
but they always enjoyed playing 
sports and having that around 
our family.”

Along with the encourage-
ment from those who had expe-
rience came the weight of  having 
successful athletes as parents.

“There’s a lot of  pressure 
that gets put on you just having 
successful college athlete par-
ents,” junior Cooper Beebe said.

Growing up, the Beebe 
boys were always surround-
ed and immersed in sports at 
home, at school, with friends 
and with teammates on and off 
the courts and fields.

“I grew up basically with 
the football in my hand. I played 
sports in the driveway, and my 
brothers and I played in the back-
yard,” youngest brother Camden 
Beebe said. “I grew up playing 
football, basketball and baseball 
… so sports has really been my 

whole childhood – watch sports, 
play sports, you know — play 
sports from the video games.”

Not only could the boys 
ask questions and learn how to 
improve their athleticism from 
their parents at home, but also 
while playing on the field. Tom 
was involved in all four boys’ 
football coaching at various 
times in their lives.

“Growing up, our bas-
ketball stuff, for the most part, 
was my mom: she always was 
the coach for that, and dad was 
there too,” Colton said. “That 
kind of  helped out … just kind 
of  a mix between who would 
coach which team.”

Having parents as coach-
es pushed Cooper to work 
harder and become a better 
athlete and person.

“You build a different re-
lationship when you have a dad 
as a coach, you know — they 
tend to push you a lot harder,” 
Cooper said. “I feel like that’s 
really helped me be molded 
into the person I am and the 
player I am today.”

Playing multiple sports aid-
ed the Beebes in becoming better 
football players and in combat-
ting life’s lessons.

“Football is a discipline: you 
have to be in a routine, you have 
to be disciplined, yet you have to 
be dedicated if  you want to be 
really good,” Tom said. “The les-
sons they learned in football car-
ried over to school, carried over 
to other sports, carried over to 
life in general and being coach-
able. All of  that translates into 
everything you do day-to-day.”

Colton, the oldest of  the 
four brothers, blazed a path 
for his brothers in sports at the 
high school and college levels. 
He dreamed of  playing college 
sports at a young age and made 
that goal a reality.

“At the fourth-grade lev-
el — he [Colton Beebe] already 
had his mind made up he was go-
ing to play college football, and 
it proved to be true, and you can 
see that in everything he did,” 
Tom said. “From that point on, 
he worked his tail off and he out-
worked everybody.”

Colton’s guidance for his 
younger brothers began after 

starting for the varsity football 
squad as a freshman. Following 
Colton, his three siblings did 
the same.

“From the second game on 
his freshman year, he [Colton] 
started. The interesting thing 
is that kind of  blazed the trail 
for the other boys,” Tom said. 
“They all started varsity at var-
ious points as freshmen, and 
he kind of  broke the mold and 
blazed the trails for the other 
three to follow him.”

Not only did Colton open 
doors of  opportunity for his 
brothers, but he was also a role 
model for them. Watching 
Colton’s first college game in 
Minnesota was the defining mo-
ment for Camden wanting to be 
like his older brother.

“Watching that game, 
watching Colton be out on that 
big stage, it’s just kind of  like 
that story where, you know, 
that’s where I want to be,” 
Camden said.

Colton always felt it was 
important to teach his young-
er brothers about giving full 
effort rather than relying on 
natural talent.

“We’re obviously given abil-
ities, you know — both our par-
ents playing sports, you know … 
giving us those physical abilities 
and having your mindset of  ‘I 
want to do this, and I want to ex-
cel it’ — this is something that I 
tried to instill in them, you know, 
just work harder than everybody 
else around you,” Colton said.

The second oldest Beebe 
brother, Colin, played high 
school football before ulti-
mately choosing academics 
over collegiate sports and pur-
suing engineering. He thought 
his dad might disapprove but 
knew what he had to do to suc-
ceed at his goal.

“The interesting thing is, 
I have one that didn’t choose to 
play college football, and he was 
a great high school football play-
er — did a lot of  great things,” 
Tom said. “I think he thought he 
was going to disappoint me when 
he said, ‘Look,’ he said, ‘Any-
where I can go to school and get 
it paid for, it’s not going to meet 
my desire to get an engineering 
degree. I can’t go to a great engi-

neering school and play football, 
and if  I go somewhere — I’m not 
going to get that degree and play 
college football.’”

Colin started the trend 
of  attending K-State and had 
the opportunity to room with 
his brother Cooper when he 
came to Manhattan. Even 
though they were family, the 
scenario was great for reasons 
beyond brotherhood.

“He [Colin] was one of  
the smarter dudes in our fam-
ily, so you know, going there, I 

knew that I would have help if  
I needed help,” football player 
Cooper said.

Camden is the youngest 
of  the four brothers and is com-
mitted to play football as part of  
the Wildcat class of  2023. Cam-
den has an enormous “coaching 
staff,” as brothers, dad, trainers 
and current coaches have worked 
with him to help him become the 
best he can be.

“I’m teaching him differ-
ent things that I’ve learned that 
will help him grow, and when 

he gets here [at K-State], he’ll 
be primed and ready,” Cooper 
said. “He’ll have all the stuff that 
I’ve already learned, and he’s al-
ready learned in high school, so 
he’ll have that step up.”

Camden has received les-
sons and tips from his brother 
along with campus visits to watch 
practices at K-State.

CLAIBORN SCHMIDT
s t a f f  w r i t e r

Photo courtesy of Beebe Family 
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Jerome Tang’s Kansas 
State basketball program con-
tinues adding crucial players 
to next season’s roster. On 
Monday, top junior college 
(JUCO) transfer Nae’qwan 
Tomlin, and three-star high 
school recruit Dorian Finister 
announced their commitment.

The signees tick K-State’s 
roster up to seven scholarship 
players for the 2022-23 campaign, 
and the Wildcats could land an-
other big commit soon.

NAE’QWAN TOMLIN:
Nae’qwan Tomlin arrives at 

K-State averaging 11 points per 
game on a 54.1 percent field goal 
success rate at Chipola College. 
The sophomore from New York, 
New York, stands at 6 foot 8 inch-
es, 195 pounds, and is expected to 
make an impact right away.

Tomlin emerged as one 
of  the best forwards in JUCO 
basketball using his height and 
athleticism and could potentially 
contribute as a small forward for 
the Wildcats early on.

His high shooting per-
centage mostly came towards 
the rim but can also expand 
to a mid-range jump shot. 
However, three-point shooting 
stands as a challenge for Tom-
lin, as he shoots below 30 per-
cent from behind the arc.

Still, the defensive slash-
ing-forward serves valuable, while 
his offensive style of  play creates 
a multitude of  opportunities for 
the Wildcat offense. The unique 
ability is similar to former player 
Mark Smith.

DORIAN FINISTER:
Coming out of  Carver 

Collegiate Academy in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, Dorian 
Finister is expected to provide 
a valuable supporting role next 
season. Averaging 12.7 points 
per game on a 63.4 percent 
field goal rate and 43.8 percent 
from the three-point line, the 
sharpshooter adds depth to the 
Wildcat backcourt.

The efficient scorer also 

averaged 7.3 rebounds and 4.5 
assists over one block and one 
steal per game for the Academy. 
His versatility could strengthen 
K-State’s overall success on the 
offensive and defensive ends.

With the new roster lean-
ing toward athleticism and ag-
gressiveness, Finister is likely to 
shine through his shooting. The 
Wildcats lost shooting guard Ni-
jel Pack from this past season’s 
team, and Jerome Tang needs 
someone to pick up the slack 
from behind the arc.

HOPEFUL RECRUIT: 
ANTOINE DAVIS

As one of  the greatest scor-
ers in college basketball history, 
Detroit Mercy senior Antoine 

Davis would be a huge lift for 
K-State if  he chooses Manhattan, 
Kansas, as his home.

Following his visit to 
K-State’s campus in April, Da-
vis narrowed his choices down 
to five teams: Detroit Mercy 
(current team), K-State, BYU, 
Georgetown and Maryland. 
The Birmingham, Alabama-na-
tive received a warm welcome 
from Wildcat fans during his 
visit, while other fans flooded 
his Twitter comment section in 
support and persuasion.

Averaging 23.9 points per 
game on a 40.6 field goal per-
centage and 36.4 percent from 
the 3-point line, Davis achieved 
the status of  22nd highest scorer 
in men’s college basketball histo-

ry with 2,734 all-time points. A 
commitment would bring a whole 
new level to the Wildcats.

LOOKING AHEAD:
Each commit brings unique 

talents to the team and allows 
Tang’s squad to jell for success. 
Whether it’s Tomlin’s athleticism 
or Finister’s shooting, each signing 
acts as a discovery of  a missing 
puzzle piece.

While Davis hasn’t com-
mitted anywhere yet, K-State 
fans are hopeful he’ll announce 
his decision in the coming weeks. 
The announcement could open a 
whole new portal for the Wildcats, 
as great players love playing with 
other successful athletes.

LUKE LAZARCZYK
s t a f f  w r i t e r

The Breakdown: Men’s basketball lands additional key players

Kansas State football cele-
brated two athlete selections in 
the 2022 NFL Draft and mul-
tiple players picked up as un-
drafted free agents. This means 
at least one K-State player has 
been drafted in 28 of  the past 29 
years and marks the 16th time 
multiple players were selected.

SKYLAR THOMPSON:
With pick number 247 in 

the seventh round, the Miami 
Dolphins gave quarterback Sky-
lar Thompson the phone call 
fulfilling his lifelong dream of  
becoming an NFL quarterback 
— the first Wildcat quarterback 
selected in the draft since 2009. 
Thompson started 40 games for 
the Wildcats and is the only player 
in school history to have at least 
6,000 passing yards and 1,000 
rushing yards.

Thompson slated impres-
sive numbers at the NFL Draft 
Combine following his super-se-
nior season, but critics were 
surprised with the pick for a few 
reasons. One reason is that they 
believe Miami picked up anoth-
er “injury-prone” quarterback 
in Skylar Thompson: the oth-

er is because Tua Tagovailoa 
showed flashes of  success.

However, the sev-
enth-rounder out of  Palmyra, 
Missouri, couldn’t have asked 
for a better fit. Whether it’s Ta-
govailoa’s lack of  performance 
or his injuries, the former 
Wildcat has an opportunity to 
win the starting position.

RUSS YEAST:
Six picks later, the defend-

ing Super Bowl champion Los 
Angeles Rams selected safety 
Russ Yeast with the 253rd pick 
in the seventh round.

Yeast started one season 
for the Wildcats but made the 
most of  it by making defensive 
First Team All-Big 12. The 
honor was earned through four 
interceptions (second-best) and 
hard-hitting football.

While the celebration 
continues for Yeast and his 
family, he’ll have an uphill 
battle for playing time as the 
Rams currently secure two vet-
eran safeties in Jordan Fuller 
and Taylor Rapp.

OTHER WILDCATS IN 
THE NFL:

K-State football saw 
other players picked up by 

NFL teams as undrafted free 
agents, including offensive 
linemen Josh Rivas and Ben 
Adler to a struggling New 
York Giants squad.

Josh Rivas earned All-Big 
12 honorable mention hon-
ors in his senior season as a 
key component in K-State’s 
29 rushing touchdowns and 
not allowing a single sack in 
362 pass block attempts. Ben 
Adler started 21 games over 
the past two seasons for the 
Wildcats and could potential-
ly make a pro debut with the 
struggles at the offensive line 
in New York, according to 
Sports Illustrated NFL Draft: 
All-Undrafted Team.

Defensive tackle Timmy 
Horne also signed with an 
NFL team, the Atlanta Fal-
cons. Horne made an impact 
on the front line for the Wild-
cats in his super-senior season 
with 20 tackles.

Some former Wildcats 
announced future minicamp 
attendance as well. The list 
includes defensive end Bron-
son Massie (Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers), Jahron McPherson 
(Atlanta Falcons) and tight 
end Daniel Imatorbhebhe 
(New York Jets).

COOPER DETERS
s t a f f  w r i t e r

Wildcat football celebrates successful NFL Draft night
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A G G I E V I L L E
U P D A T E S

D A I L Y  D E A L S

UPDATES BROUGHT TO YOU BY

STUDENT POLL

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

MAY 2022

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

FRIDAY

TUESDAY
Tanner’s

$9.99 Steak Tips
$12 Domestic bucket

$3.50 DE Vodka
$4 DE Bombs

Porter’s
$7 Nachos 

and Pitchers

Mojo’s
$3 Crown

$2.50 Domestic Bottles
$2 Truly

Fat’s 
Dart Tournament
(sign up @ 9pm
tourney @ 10pm)

O’ Malley’s
$2 You Call Its

Tanner’s 
$2 off Tacos/Quesadillas

$4 Mexi Beers
Singo @ 8pm

Yard Bar
$3 Beer
$2  Wells

Kite’s
$15 Pounder Buckets
$4 Premium Buckets

Tanner’s
$2 off Boogas/Chicken 

Sandwhichs
$3.50 Jim Beams

(all flavors)

Tanner’s
$4 Truly Cans

$15 Truly Bucket
$4.50 Top Shelf 
Bloody Marys

Kite’s 
1/2 price burgers

$2 Pounders
(3-6pm)

Bluemont Hotel
$4 Kansas Draft Beers

Tanner’s
$8.49 Buffalo Mac

$4 Angry Orchard Draws
$3.50 Cap Morgan
$5 Deep Eddy Mule

Bluemont Hotel
$4 Domestic Beer

Tanner’s
$3.50 Blue Moon

$4.50 Top Shelf Bloody Marys
$3 Soco & Lime Shot

ZL Smoothies
Reward Card: 

Buy 10, Get 1 Free
(everyday)

Tubby’s
Water Pong
Tournament

Kite’s
$4 Premiums

Mojo’s
ALL DAY Happy Hour
$4 Specialty Drinks

The Hi Lo
$3 Draft Beers

Mojo’s
1/2 price Happy Hour

(3pm - 5pm)
$3 Wells

$3.50 Pounders

Nico’s Little Italy
Sangria Sundays, 

$5 Glasses, $15 Carafes

Where are you going for the summer?  
 

Scan here to answer, or 
visit us on social media!

Tanner’s 
$8.49 Buffalo Chicken 

Sandwich
$12 Domestic Bucket

$3 Slurpees

5/25  Aggieville Golf Classic

JUNE 2022
6/4  Taste of the ‘Ville
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