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Inductive Automation and Cirrus Link Launch New IIoT Solution 
Enables Immediate Benefits from Industrial Internet of Things 

 

FOLSOM, Calif. (February 8, 2016) — Inductive Automation and Cirrus Link Solutions 

announced today the upcoming release of the Cirrus Link MQTT Modules for Ignition. Ignition 

by Inductive Automation® is the world’s first database-centric, web-deployed, cross-platform, 

industrial applications platform for HMI, SCADA, and the Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT). 

The new modules — MQTT Engine®, MQTT Injector, and MQTT Distributor —  are the result 

of a new partnership between Cirrus Link and Inductive Automation. These modules will 

accelerate organizations’ ability to leverage the IIoT. 

 

Inductive Automation, based in Folsom, Calif., is a fast-growing industrial automation software 

company. Its key product, Ignition, is used in more than 90 countries. Cirrus Link Solutions is 

based in Kansas City, Kan. Arlen Nipper, president of Cirrus Link, is the co-inventor of Message 

Queueing Telemetry Transport (MQTT). MQTT is an extremely lightweight pub/sub messaging 

transport that’s perfectly suited to the IIoT. MQTT provides fast, bi-directional communication 

in a very simple manner, so it requires minimal network bandwidth. And the speed of the new 

solution is groundbreaking. The new Cirrus Link MQTT Modules for Ignition can connect 

hundreds of devices in just minutes. 

 

“I’d been waiting 17 years for a solution like Ignition,” said Nipper. “I needed this piece to make 

all this come together. Now we’ve got a complete solution that is much, much faster than 

anything else.” Nipper co-invented MQTT in conjunction with Andy Stanford Clark of IBM 

specifically for real-time, mission-critical SCADA systems. Now its greatest potential can be 

realized for the IIoT in conjunction with Ignition.  

 

Inductive Automation and Cirrus Link demonstrated the speed and flexibility of the new MQTT 

Modules for Ignition at a press conference today at the ARC Industry Forum in Orlando, Fla. 

 

“This new solution gets crucial operational data to the people who need it,” said Don Pearson, 

chief strategy officer at Inductive Automation. “It uses MQTT to easily push data from 

thousands of devices across numerous sites to one central location. From there, managers can get 

just the data they need, when they need it, to make better decisions. In many industrial 

organizations, huge amounts of data are stranded in data silos. MQTT with Ignition actually 

decouples devices from applications, making data much more available — to everyone from the 

field or the plant floor to the top floor.” 

 



“As soon as you couple a device to an application, you’ve killed innovation,” said Nipper. “You 

don’t have the flexibility you need to realize the full potential of the IIoT. With MQTT and 

Ignition decoupling things, you have unprecedented flexibility and speed.” 

 

The Cirrus Link MQTT Modules for Ignition will be available for purchase beginning February 

24, 2016. On that date, Inductive Automation will conduct a webinar to introduce the details of 

the newly released product. 

 

“MQTT’s simple, lightweight messaging protocol helps IIoT deliver real value to 

manufacturers,” said Craig Resnick, vice president of ARC Advisory Group. “MQTT provides 

connectivity from simple assets, enabling flexible, automated ‘plug & play’ production solutions 

that address manufacturers’ biggest challenges, such as ever shorter product life cycles, 

increasing product personalization, and growing cost pressures.” 

 

About Inductive Automation 

Inductive Automation creates industrial software that empowers organizations to swiftly turn 

great ideas into reality by removing all technological and economic obstacles. By cross-

pollinating IT with SCADA technologies, Inductive Automation created Ignition software, the 

first universal industrial applications platform with unlimited potential. Ignition empowers 

industrial organizations around the world and in virtually every industry, with an outstanding 

software platform and top-notch support. For more information, visit 

www.inductiveautomation.com/iiot. 

 

About Cirrus Link Solutions 

With more than 30 years of SCADA and telemetry experience including M2M and IoT, Cirrus 

Link’s leadership understands the technology requirements that help companies achieve their 

business objectives. Cirrus Link’s experiences and ingenuity have been integral in developing 

technologies, such as MQTT protocol, to enable and effectively manage data assets from real-

time controls to asset tracking. For more information, visit www.cirrus-link.com. 
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