
The Christian Attitude-

RESPECT 
Government Authority 

How should you treat officials with wh om you disagree? What 
are your obligations, as a Christian, to the government under 

which you live? 

W
HAT is your duty tOward the 

government uncler which you 

live? 

Should you resist Supreme Coure in

junctions? 

What about "peaceful demonstrations" 

and "sic-ins"? 

Do you owe respect to officials wirh 

w hom you may disagree? Should you 

pay taxes to political office-holders even 

when they abuse their high offices? Are 

officials responsible "co the people," or 

to God? 

Which? 

W hat D oes Scripture Say? 

This generation has grown up in an 

atmosphere of utter disrespect toward 

authority. You see it everywhere-both 

in the home and in public life. 

Ie's high rime co realize there is a 

JUDGMENT coming. It does make a 

difference how 'You act toward those in 

aurhorhy. 

Y our Bible explains the relationship 

of Christians to human governments. 

Bur how many of you know what it says? 

Notice Romans 13: 1-7: 

'Let EVERY soul be subject UntO the 

higher powers. For there is 110 power bur 

of God: the powers that be ARE OR

DAINED OF GOD. Whosoever therefore 

resisteth the power, resisreth the ordi

nance of God: AND THEY THAT RE

SIST SHALL RECEIVE TO THEMSELVES 

DAMNATION! " 

This is not juSt Paul speaking, Ie is 

Jesus' directive to Christians for all 

time, for every generation. 

Nocice it! "They that resist"-those 

who refuse to submit to authority

"shall receive co themselves damnation," 

Thar's nOt JUSt the penalty for assas-
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sination or for murdering a policeman 

who is protecting the peace. T hat's 

the penalty for a'flY who resist con

stituted authority. That's the awful 

judgment God renders on those who 

incite civil strife, or who create incidents 

by so-called "peaceful demonstrations" 

or "sic-ins" or bombings of churches and 

schools. 

Continuing: 

"For rulers are not a terror to good 

works, but to the eviL Wilt thou then 

nOt be afraid of the power? do that 

which is good, and thou shalt have praise 

of the same: for he is the minister of 

God to thee for good. But if thou do 

that which is evil, be afraid; for he bear

eth not the sword in vain: for he is the 

minister of God, a revenger to execute 

wrath upon him that doeth evil. WI,ere 

fore Jle nwst 1zeeds be Sttbject
j 

noc only 

for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 

For this cause PAY YE TRIBUTE ALSO: 

for they are God's ministers, attending 

continually upon this very thing, REN

DER THEREFORE TO ALL THEIR DUES: 

TRIBUTE TO WHOM TRIBUTE IS DUE; 

CUSTOM TO WHOM CUSTOM; FEAR TO 

WHOM FEAR; HONOR TO WHOM HON

OR." 

lnstead of preaching this truth from 

the Bible, most ministers preach their 

own words about "gett ing Out the vote," 

or "supporting a Christian candidate," 

"It is your duty," they say. 

This is noc what Jesus or the apostles 

taught. The real Christian duty is NOT 

to mix with political affairs of this 

world, bur to be subject to aurhoriries

to show respect for [hose in public office. 

You are to be separate from the world, 

although liv ing decently and respectfully 

in it (John 17:15, 16 ). The time to 

change this world is at the coming of 

ChriSt. And it will take ChriSt to do it. 

D oes Government Authority Come 

froni the People ? 

Government authority and power are 

ORDAINED OF GOD. They are not derived 

"from the consent of the governed"

the people. Your Bible says so! 

"There is NO authority but of God." 

"The authorities that exist are ordained 

of God." 

H uman beings seem to reason that be

cause men may be elected or appointed 

or may seize power, that their only 

authority proceeds from the people that 

supported them. And the people like to 

have it so because ie PUtS the people in 

the place of God! 

This is an age when men don't wane 

to acknowedge the God who rules in 

earthly affairs. The clergy is failing to 

preach the truth, Almost everyone is as 

ignorant of this power as was Pontius 

Pilate. Jesus had to tell Pilate that the 

authority vested in him came from [he 

Almighty. 

Notice chat Pilate reasoned JUSt like 

people today: "Then saith Pilate untO 

him, Speakech thou not umo me? know

esc thou nOt char I bave p01lJe1' to crucify 

thee, and have power to release tbee?" 

Jesus answered, "Thou couldes! have no 

power at aU against me, EXCEPT IT 

WERE GIVEN THEE FROM ABOVE" (John 

19 :10-11 ). 

Since all authority is ordained of, or 

allowed by, God, we are to be subject 

to human governments, In respecting 

thar authority, we are showing respect to 

God. Anyone WHO RESISTS THE AU

THORITY OF HUMAN GOVERNMENTS IS 

ACTUALLY REBELLING AGAINST GOD 
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WHO ORDAINS THAT AUTHORlTY. This 

applies nO[ only to civil authorities, but 

equally as well to any person in a posi

tion of authority, whether a schoo! 

teacher or a foreman in a factory. 

T hinking Up a n Excuse 

h is only human nature for people to 

think of an excuse to rebel against God. 

It doesn't matter how evil men in office 

may be. It is God who will judge them! 

God orda ined rulers to punish evil 

works and protect the obediem. Even 

though officia ls may be elected or ap

poimed by the people, they are acc01mt

able o·dy to God l.lJho permits them. to 

exercise atltbority. Persons in responsible 

positions may fail to properly fulfill tbe 

responsibiliries of their offices-to 

punish wrong deeds and preserve order. 

They may even in some cases corrupt 

the government. But as long as God 

permits them to be in aurhoriry and to 

remain in office, YOLl are commanded 

to REMAIN in subjecrion to the divinely 

ordained aurhori ty which they hold . 

You pay respect to God when you 

respect men who hold office by God's 

permission and authoriry. Since it is 

God who sets men in office, it is His 

responsibility to remove them. One who 

does violence to public office-or one 

who approves such an acr-is trying to 

steal God's authority as supreme ruler. 

It is so hard for human beings to 

conceive this principle because nearly 

everyone has been deceived from chi ld

hood into believ ing God has nothing 

whatsoever to do with the civ il govern

mems of this world. Perhaps you we.re 

never raid that Ibe rif?,ht to exercise 

mtlbo,.itJ over 1.1IfJ1um beings is s(]lely tbe 

p,.erogatit'e of Ihe di{,ille Cr(Nllor. Hu

man be ings do not inherently have the 

right or the ability cO rule properly over 

fellow human beings. Bur God is n God 

of order, nor confusion. Since men won't 

subn1it to His own government and laws, 

He has given permission in this age, 

before the recurn of J eSlis Christ, that 

men may exercise authority in all phases 

of life. 

Example of Saul and David 

H uman beings in authority sometimes 

serve themselves and the devil, but the 

OFFICE is ot'dained of God.' You honor 

the person because of tbe office which 

Tbe PLA IN THUTH 

he holds, even when his deeds may be 

evil. 

Consider the case of Saul and David. 

King Saul obtained his position from 

God, as do aU rulers. Saul was d is

obedient to the Eternal and David knew 

iL Did David therefore rebel and seek 

ro organize the people ro remove him 

from office? 

No, he did nOt-nOt even after God 

had chosen and anointed him to replace 

Saul as king. Instead, David said this: 

"The lord shall sm ite him; or his day 

shall come to die; or he shall descend in

to battle and perish . The Eternal forbid 

that I shouJd stretch fo[[h mine hand 

against the Eternal's anointed" (I Sam. 

26:9-11). 

Notice that David recognized the faCt 

that ie is Goells rigI?J [Q pur persons OUt 

of office, It could nOr be [he people's 

right since the people have never been 

given the right in Goers sight co pur such 

men i1lfo office in tbe first placc. David 

respecred and honored and submitted to 

the office which Saul exercised. He left ir 

in Got/'J hands to remove him from 

office tlf tbe appointed time.' Christians 

must do [he same. 

Nebuchaclnezzar had to learn this 

trmh, anJ it rook him sevcn grueling 

years, He finally admitted after gaining 

his saniry that "rhe Most High ruleth in 

the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever He will , and sentth up Over 

it the BASEST OF MEN " ( Daniel 4: 17; 

2:21) . 

Even if God decides to place in office 

the least capable and rhe basest men

because of the sins of the people-who 

are we to condemu the wise judgment 

of God? And strange tiS it 'may be, 

Jomelillles tbe people, in. their attempt 

10 Jl'ltlke 1hemselves 'I/'/ser than God, 

elect tbe le(IJt ctlpable man .. which is 

ACCORDING TO THE PLANNED FORE

KNOWLEDGE OF THE ETERNAL GOD. 

God never approves corruption or 

abuses by office-holders. Bur it is God, 

noc you, who will judge them. Your 

obligation is to respect tbe autho·r-ity of 

Ibe office. 

ls Submission A lways Obedience? 

There are cerrai n powerful churches) 

particularly in Europe, but also in Amer

ica, which teach chat human government 

is not only of divine origin, but tbat 
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respect for authority and submission ro 

officialdom means TOTAL OBEDIENCE TO 

LEADERS and even dictators. 

This reaching is absolutely false.' 

Jesus' words in :Matthew 23:2-4 are 

quored CO suppOrt this terr ible error. In 

speaking to the mulciwde and the dis 

ciples, Jesus said; "The scribes and [he 

Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: all therefore 

w!Jatsoevel" they bid you observe, that 

observe and do ... " It is at this poim 

[hat these denominations smp quOting 

the words of Jesus ro give the impression 

[hat you mUSt obey everything that a 

person in authority commands. 

But what did Jesl.lS continue to say? 

"But clo NOT ye afcer their works; for 

they say, and do nor." 

There it is. Those Jewish religious 

leaders taugh t pan of the truth, but they 

themselves were nor obeying the truth. 

Therefore Jesus had ro instruct the peo

ple thac the religiolts /11uborit" of the 

scribes a.nd Pharisees must be respected. 

They were to observe w harcver rrurh 

was preached , but they were not to fol-

10 ft the ｾｲｬＢｏｲＮ＠

In Acts 4: 19 you are given the true 

Bible definition of "submission." The 

disciples had JUSt been commanded ro 

tii.robey God . \X'hat did rhey say to rhe 

aurhorities? That obedience ro God is 

more importanr than obedience to men. 

Notice, however, that the apostles did 

nor resist them. They submitted ro dlC 

penalty imposed by cheir accusers ( Acts 

540). 

Thus you have the true relationship 

th:lt should exist between every Chris

tian and the human governmenr under 

which he lives. You arc to honor and 

respect authority and Stf.bmit to ellery 

ordillaJu:e of man. ONLY when obedience 

to human rules and regulations would 

violate rhe laws of God should you 

steadfastly decline to obey. But even 

then ),011 'must respec1fttlly l1tbmit to 

the pellalt)" So said the apostle Peter. 

\Xfhat Peter Commanded 

The apostle Peter recognized rhe im

ponance of Christians' relationships to 

human government. H e had the courage 

to preach (he [ruth. H ere is what he 

said: ·'Subm.it ),01f./'se/v'es to every ordi

nance of man for the Lord's sake: whether 

ir be ro the king, as supreme; or umo 

governors, as untO them that are sent 
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by him for the punishment of evildoers, 

and for rhe praise of them rhat do wel1. 

FOR SO IS THE WILL OF GOD ... Honor 

all men. love the brorherhood. Fear 

God. Honor rhe king" (I Per. 2:13-17). 

Take careful noce of his wording. 

"Submit yourselves co every ordinance." 

Peter did not say, tlObey every ordi

nance," Of course noc, He knew thar 

many human regulations are wrong. God 

expects all Christians to obey human 

regulation whenever and wherever pos

sible, and always submit to the penalty 

in case obedience to human law would 

be sin. We should never rebel Or use 

violence even if we know human gov

ernmems ace making wrong decisions. 

Christians are co be examples of sub

mission to governmem regulations, no 

maner how chi ld ish or absurd some 

stipuladons may be. "Be subject to prin

cipalities and powers ... to be ready co 

every good work, to speak evil of NO 

man" (Tirus 3:1 , 2). 

Is It Wrong Even to Speak Evil 

of Officials? 

It is a common practice for people to 

resist government regulations and ro ac

cuse office-llOlders, whether the Presidem 

or the corner policeman. This supposed 

"righr" of rhe people is abominably 

misused. There is a righteous limit to 

rhe "freedom" of speech. 

The Bible sets thar limit by command

ing YOll to refrain from speaking evil of 

dignimries. Solomon said you are nor to 

curse officials even in your thoughts 

(Ecc. 10:20). 

Ie is reproachful to Christ ns well as a 

dishonor co His amhoriry for Chrisrians 

to hurl or to repeat needless acc1.tSations 

againsr rulers. This, of course, does nat 

mean chat you can't say anything abom 

a man's misrakes. Rather it means that 

no gossip or misrepresentation of facrs 

which damage a person's character or 

prestige is to be repeated. 

Christians should nor fight the govern· 

menr in its own courtS as cenain de· 

ceived religious sectS sometimes do. 

Rather submit, and patiently pray for 

God co change rhe circumstances accord· 

ing to His will. 

Most Christians ought to pray mOre 

earnestly char their minds and hearts 

would be free from slanderous thoughts, 

NO MATTER HOW MUCH THE PERSON 

Tbe PLAIN TRUTH 

SEEMS TO DESERVE THEM. The righteous 

Michael the archangel even refused to 

accuse Satan. He calmly said, "The Lord 

rebuke rhee." Only rhe ungodly dig up 

evil co throw needlessly at their enem ies 

( Prov. 16:27). 

There is also anmher importanc paine 

which has often been overlooked. In 

Romans 13:4, you read thac Christians 

are to "be afraid" of government power, 

if rhey have committed evi l. Yet Jeslls 

caught us not to fear man, but rather 

fear God (Luke 12: 5 ) . How can you 

reconcile these verses? 

By the fact chac Christians are 1lot 

actually to be afraid of the melt in office, 

btl[ rather "oj tbe power'! which [hey 

wield by God's perm ission. You fear 

their nurhor icy because they are the 

servants or revengers of God {Q curb 

crime. In reality, then, you are only 

fear ing the power of God who gave this 

(luchority co rulers. 

When you do good, yot! "may boldly 

say, 'The Lord is my helper, and I will 

NOT fear what man shall do umo me'" 

(Hebrews 13 :6). 

Is the Payment of Taxes 

Necessary? 

Now comes an ohen-misunderstOod 

pare of this vital message. Should you pay 

£axes if you are a Christian? If so, why? 

Paul said that Christians MUST PAY 

TAXES, CUSTOM DUTIES AND TRIBUTE 

co those in authority. Why? "For they 

are God's ministers/' His servanrs, "ar

rcnding continually upon chis very 

thing." It is their job) their work to 

regulate society and co punish crime. 

Government COStS money. Officials are 

worthy of cheir hire, 

Because of covetOusness, especially 

when income tax or land tax bills ap· 

pear, some seize upon the words of jesus 

in Matthew 17:24-27 as an excuse for 

failure to pay taxes, NOtice what Jesus 

really said: Christians, being free and 

heirs of rhe Kingdom of God, should 

not be reguired to pay tribute to a 

foreign government, "notwithstanding, 

lest we should offend them . . . give 

umo them" the tax, 

Yes, Christ commands you, JUSt as Paul 

did, ro pay raxes. And you should nor 

pay them grudgi ngly, either. It is the 

right of leaders to receive remuneration 

for their duty. Bue what if officials are 
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nor performing their duty properly or 

are squandering rax money for private 

ambition? Are you still to pay taxes? 

Certainly. You are noc the one to 

judge whether he is worthy of his hire. 

As long as any person is in office, you 

are to honor that office by submitting 

to it. It is so easy co forger chat human 

beings are nOt the judges of one anorher 

-that God is the Judge. Officials are 

nOr responsible to the people bue ro 

God. Your responsibility ceases once 

you have honestly paid the tax or the 

duty. lc is the official's responsibility 

[0 see thar he properly administers the 

money. 

Although this is the day of exorbi

tantly high governmem COStS and sub

sequent high taxation, you should never 

fear that God may fail to provide the 

amount necessary to conform to stace, 

Federal or loca l laws. Jesus provided 

Perer with the extra tribure money 

beyond the normal increase ( Mate. 

17:24-27). 

Prayer for Officials 

In the days of rhe Roman Empire, 

when j esus was training his disciples, ir 

was the custom of rhe government to 

compel people to C(lrry mail and goods 

belonging co the Empire, Jeslls referred 

to rhis forced pracrice when he said) 

"\Whosoever sho.!1 compel thee to go a 

(PleaIe C01l1;1IIIe 0" page 48) 

PROPHESIED 
(Co1)li'I1Ied from page 4) 

draining our nations of their economic 

strength. This in fulfillment of H osea's 

prophecy: "Ephraim allows himself to 

be mixed lip with foreigners; . 

Foreigners eat away his strength, un· 

known to him" ( Hosea 7:8-9 ). 

This prophecy applies primarily ro 

Brimin's great power which resided in 

her colonies and possessions, Ocher na

tions have been eating away at these. 

Brirain has been reduced to a second

class power. 

It is being said in London, by some, 

rhor Mr. Macmi llan probably was rhe 

lase British Prime Minister who will ever 

si t in any Big·Power conferences, Drit

ain's sun has already set. Brimin IS in 

rhe fading moments of het dusk perioJ. 

[he blackness of night is drawing rap id-
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by South Africans of all levels of life 

certainly reveals cheir deep-rooted af

finity to the people of the United States 

and our leaders. In spite of President 

Kennedy's strong condemnation of the 

government's policy of apartheid (sep

arate developmem of Whites, . Coloreds 

and Banrus)-a policy which, they feel, 

mUSt be followed if Whites are to sur

vive in Souch Africa-there seemed co 

be absolutely no ill-will expressed be

cause of this. This certainly seems co 

show that there is a love and concern 

for rhe citizens of the United States 

which far transcends any particular pol

iey differences existing between our gov

ernments. 

"Following the initial shock, a be

wildered public asked : 'Why was Presi

dent Kennedy killed?' A general con

sensus of public feel ing on this was 

summed up in The Star of November 

23. 1963: 'Conscious of thei r own racial 

problems, they wondered whether the 

President's violent death yesterday in 

the American South was connected with 

his efforts to bring political and social 

equality to the American Negro: 

"Regardless of the real reason behind 

President Kennedy's assassination. Somh 

Africans, I sincerely feel, hope that the 

United States never has to experience 

another such tragedy co one of her Presi

dents while he strives to rule the country 

for the good of all concerned." 

From Geneva : 

-Gerald \'<'aterhouse 
Circulalion Mana!1;er, 
Johannesburg 

"U PON the news of the assassina
rion, passers-by halted and 

stood, stunned. in front of 

the fi rst posters announcing the death 

of President Kennedy. Car drivers, who 

usually drive past and glance mechani

cally at the posters of the daily news

papers, stOpped their vehicles in the 

middle of the road and dashed over to 

ger the news. 

"Everywhere that evening knots of 

as[Qunded pedestrians began ro grow 

larger as people left the cinemas. The 

people stared at the large black letters 

on the posters as if hypnotized. An old 

lady burst into rears. 'What times we 

are living in! It is almost unbelievable 

that this could happen in 1963 to a 

man so young, so good, so intelligent!' 

The PLAIN TRUTH 

"People competed with one another 

in speaking with a passion entirely un

characteristic of the Genevans aOOm a 

man of whom (hey only know by the 

press or by radio. In the bars and in all 

cafes the T.V. and radio sets are turned 

on. Everyone seems co have an ex

pression of consternation and incompre

hension written all over his face. The 

whole population seems to be in mourn

ing. 

"T his feeling of sadness was experi

enced by the vast ma jority of the people 

of Berne. Switzerland's capital. Here. 

not only did they like Kennedy 's youth 

and dynamism, bur they admired in him 

the qualities of energy. . .. The people 

in Zurich felt the death of Kennedy as 

if he were one of their own people. 

Zurich. always close to America, was 

particularly overwhelmed by rhe news, 

the crowd was thunderstruck: 'What will 

happen now'? they asked. 

'lIn Paris the news came like a 

thunder-clap. It was hardly credible, for 

che U.S.A. was considered co be the least 

likely place where chis SOrt of thing 

would happen." 

RepOrt from the American Embassy 

in Berne: 

The Embassy was closed for Thanks

giving Day and all festivities had been 

cancelled. The Dinner of the U.S_ In

formation Service in Geneva, which is 

normally held every year at this rime, 

had also been cancelled. 

The effect upon Americans in Switzer

land has been exactly the same as that in 

the rest of the world. namely deep sor

row and the fact that it is hard to be

lieve that Mr. Kennedy is dead. This 

information was given to me by the 

Ass istant Press Attache at the Embassy 

-he cold me thac a grown man had 

cried. 
-Colin Wilkins, Manager, 

Geneva Office of Fren(b Edition of 
The Phd" Truth 

RESPECT 
Authority 

(Co1lti1l1ted from page 15) 

mile, go with him twain" (Matthew 

5:41 ). Notice that Jesus taught submis

sion, not resisrance. 

Today the governmem does nat com-
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pel its citizens to bear rhis responsibility. 

How thankful are you for this fact? 

It is so easy co forget the benefits of 

an ordered society - the pascal service, 

and the various agencies of prorection, to 

name a few. So easy co neglect Paul's 

admonition that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, (md givil1g of thankJ, be 

made for all men: for kings, and FOR 

ALL THAT ARE IN AUTHORITY; 

thac we rnay lead a life in godliness and 

honesty. FO[ this is good and acceptable 

in the sight of God our Saviou( ( [ 

Timothy 2:1-3). 

God has eStablished earthly govern

ments to keep order umil His Kingdom 

comes. [[ is your commanded dury to 

submit to their authority patiently, ex

cllsing [he obvious faults inherent in 

human leadership. No human govern

ment can be perfeer. It may even be 

required of you by God to suffer un

jusdy when you have co obey God 

rather than man. But you must submit to 

[hat penalty. All human history is a 

record of [he tragedy of human gov

ernments which God is about to rep lace 

by sending Jesus Christ to establish 

the Kingdom of God and bring us peace 

and security. 

Let's pray for that day! 

HOW 
YOUR PLAIN TRUTH SUB
SCRIPTION HAS BEEN PAID 

So man)' a.5k: "HOW does it happen th:ll I find 
my subsctlption price for The PLAIN TRUTH has 
aheady b,." paid? How ｾ ｮ＠ JOu ,Publish such a 
high class magnine without :l venning revenue?" 

The answer is as simple as il is astonishing! Ie is 
a paradox. Christ's Gospel ClI nnOt be sold like 
merchandise. You cannOt bur salvation. Yet it does 
coS! money to publish ChriSI s TRUTH and mail it 
to all conlinenl$ on eanh. It does have 10 be paid 
fo r.' This is Chrisl 's work . We solve Ihis problem 
Christ's WAYl 

Jesus said, " This Gospel of the Ki ngdom shall 
be preached (and publiShed-Mark ＱｾＺＱＰＩ＠ in all 
Ihe world for a wi mess unlo all nations" ( Mal. 
24: 14 ) at this tim,) JUSt before (he end of Ihis age. 
A PRICE mun h paId for the magazine, Ihe broad
caSt, the Correspondence Coune, or Olner literature. 
But HOW? Christ forbids us to 1111 it to Ihose who 
receive il: " Freely ye have received," 5Ilid Jesus to 
His discip,ies whom He was sending to proclaim His 
Gospel. ' freely GIVE!" " It is mOrl bI,IS,d," He 
said. "10 GiVE Ihan ro receh'e." 

God's WAY is the way of LOVE-and that is 
Ihe way of giving. God expecu every child of His 
10 gille IrU-llJ ill offerings and to tilhe. as H is means 
of paying the com of carrying His Gospel to orb'TS. 
We, therefore. sim:r,ly UUSI ou r LOld Jesus Christ to 
lay it on the min sand heans of His foIlO9.'ers to 
gl\'e generously. thus payinl5 Ihe COst of pultiog the 
P!eCiOU5 Gospel TRUTH In the h3nds of otlum. 
Yet il must go only 10 those who Ill! for it fo r 
thilmSiltvill.' Each must, for himself. /IIburjhff--'and 
his subscription has thus already b,en paid. 

Thus Ihe Ih'ing d}' nam ic Christ Himself en:J.bles 
us 10 broadcast, world-9.·ide, without ever 3sking for 
(onlributions over Ihe air; to enroll many Ihousands 
in the Ambassador College Bible Correspondence 
Course with full luilion COSt a/r,,,d> paid; to send 
yOur PLAIN TRUTH on an alread> paid basis. 
God 's way is GOOD! 


