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Public Health Science is an organized approach to understanding the health needs 
of a population rather than just individuals.  The primary functions of public health 
practice include identifying health problems and the factors that cause them, developing 
strategies to address these problems and seeing that these strategies are effectively 
implemented.  Specifically as it relates to the HIV/AIDS epidemic, Public Health 
Statisticians play a critical role in the performance of each of these functions. 
 

 Since the early 1980s, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has 
been at the forefront of the research effort aimed at understanding and mitigating the 
spread of HIV/AIDS in the United States and worldwide.  This work consists of multiple 
components including HIV/AIDS surveillance activity, the conduct and funding of 
observational and experimental studies and the development, implementation and 
assessment of successful prevention strategies. 
 

 HIV/AIDS data are collected via multiple mechanisms.  This presentation will 
describe how these data are being analyzed to better understand racial disparities in 
HIV/AIDS among U.S women, to explain what makes a prevention strategy successful 
(or not), and to explore the apparent decline in the effectiveness of HIV vaccines and 
anti-microbial agents.  This talk will also describe how these data are used to research the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
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