
Greg: Hey Urbanaites, glad you're listening in. Here's a little resource for you to challenge your thinking 
and encourage you in different ways. My name is Greg Parsons. I serve at Frontier Ventures based in 
Pasadena, California, but Frontier Ventures works globally in innovation, mobilization, and training — a 
little bit more on that at the end of the podcast.  

The Urbana Communications team allowed me to create some short interviews like this to help as a 
follow-up. So basically I was running around the conference recording brief interviews with all kinds of 
people and as I look back, I believe these stories will encourage you as you see how these sisters and 
brothers got where they are in God's kingdom. I hope that it'll give you a glimpse of the ways God works 
in people's lives. Often those ways turn out different than from what we plan.  

The first one is from Jason—can't share his last name—but he was an exhibitor at Urbana 18. You'll learn 
how the Lord took he and his wife to a place where they could share the love of Jesus with Hindus. 
Listen for the lessons they learned about culture, family, values, and how those can be ingredients in our 
witness.  

Let's dive in. 

Jason: My name is Jason. I used to live in India and had a lot of friends and neighbors who are Hindus 
and tried to learn how to reach out to them. Got Involved with some folks both in India and North 
America who have some pretty radical biblical ideas about how to reach people from a Hindu 
background and been helping with that ever since.  

 

Greg: Cool, so you're doing that here in North America but you were five years in India, is that right?  

 

Jason: That's right.  

 

Greg: That's a long stint for India. It's a challenging place. 

 

Jason: Well, I loved it. There definitely were challenges. It's a very different culture for somebody from 
North America, but I was young and loved the adventure of that and then the other stuff, the food and 
the hospitality of the people was great. So it made up quite a bit of the difference between the culture 
shock on the negative stuff. Having hospitable neighbors and delicious food all the time and something 
to explore, made up the difference. 

 

Greg: What were you doing while you were there?  



 

Jason: When we moved over, when we were newlyweds still, moved over and worked with an Anglo- 
Indian pastor. He had been our professor at our Christian college and one of the big things he talked 
about was, “Hey, if a foreigner is going to come to India, then you should be doing things that only a 
foreigner can do, so you shouldn't be planting churches among the lower classes. You shouldn't be 
leading humanitarian efforts because Indian Christians can do those things way more effectively than 
you can—more cost effectively. But what you could do is something that Indian Christians have a really 
hard time doing effectively, which is reaching middle class caste Hindus, people who consider 
themselves to be mainstream Hindus and who consider Christianity to be a peripheral foreign thing. So if 
you come and you do business or you work with a nonprofit, you could befriend them and be their 
neighbor and friend and you can actually effectively reach them better than an Indian Christian who's 
lived next door to them their whole life could. Because you've stepped outside of their prejudices, 
essentially, or you’re leveraging their prejudices to develop relationships.”  

So we came and we were working with that pastor learning and then, based on some of the ways he 
challenged us to think and act, after living there for a few months in the community, we moved to a 
different section of the [city], which was almost one hundred percent high caste Hindus. You might call 
them Brahmans, if you follow the British anthropologist description of the caste system. Lived among 
them, enrolled in some classes at a local university on Indian history, found out we were expecting our 
first kid, didn't really know anybody in our apartment complex yet and we were the weird foreigners 
that had just moved in. So we had a baby and suddenly we met everybody that lived there. And I'm not 
saying we had the baby in order to meet people, but it sure did work. We got to know a lot of our 
neighbors very quickly because of having a baby.  

 

Greg: Why is that? What happened? What were they thinking?  

 

Jason: First of all, if you say anything about India, it's going to be wrong part of the time because it's 
such a diverse place. But I will say this: they are very family oriented as a culture and so having a kid 
suddenly normalized us, it made us relatable. 

 

Their prejudice about foreigners is that we are just vastly different in terms of values, the way we 
behave, the way we live our lives. And so when they looked at us moving into the complex, they thought 
there's nothing — we have nothing in common with those people. The moment we had a baby, 
suddenly they had a lot in common with us. It made up a huge difference in terms of helping us seem 
normal. Of course they were curious. Everybody loves babies around the world. I think if you had a baby 
in any country, you'd meet people because people have babies, but India especially loves babies. People 
would definitely open up and be happy to see us if they saw us holding a baby.  

 



Greg: So in a way you're describing the family together being part of what God was using to reach out.  

 

Jason: Absolutely. That Anglo-Indian pastor who had first invited us over, one of the things he taught 
was you reach out to people who are similar to you. If you're a single man, you'd probably be better off 
helping people who are also single men, single women, single women and families to families. So the 
moment we became a family with a kid, suddenly families were open to us and hospitable towards us 
and open to being influenced by us a little bit, at least.  

 

One of the cool things we did not anticipate was that the way that we parented actually opened doors 
to discuss spirituality. Early on we had studied Hinduism, learned about it, and then encountered all 
these Hindus, started talking about why we were there and what we wanted to do, which was we couch 
things in terms of trying to make the world a better place than being humanitarian, as well as being 
followers of Jesus, influenced by his values. So we discussed spirituality with people right away. India is a 
place where religion is not shameful. It’s okay to be religious. In fact, it's better to be religious.  

So we were discussing their beliefs and their practices with them and our beliefs and our practices with 
them and the Hinduism I was encountering was not what I had learned about. It was very different and 
so now I look back and I can see that in a textbook on world religions, there might be a paragraph in the 
Hinduism chapter that mentions folk Hinduism and the rest of the chapter will be about classical 
Hinduism and describe it in great detail. But when you go to India, almost no one follows classical 
Hinduism. They are folk-Hindus. And so the stuff we learned was not very helpful. There were some 
similarities and overlap, but for the most part we had to learn things fresh. And that's one of the other 
things the Anglo-Indian pastor had influenced us on was going as a learner. Don't go in thinking you 
know everything. Go in and ask questions. Let them tell you and believe them. If somebody says, here's 
what I believe, don't say “No, my textbook says you believe this.” Instead, let them actually tell us what 
they believe and go with it.  

 

So we were learning what they believe from a religious theological perspective and it wasn't what we 
thought. What we found out was they were way more interested in the way that we live our lives than 
in what we believed because from their perspective, if what you believe is true, then your life will look a 
certain way. If what you believe is false, then your life will not. You won't be as successful at living your 
life. And what they consider successful, or a spiritual, virtuous life to look like, is somebody who gets up 
early, somebody who prays every day, exercises, who has financial stability—not necessarily wealth, but 
stability—who isn't highly emotional, but who's calm, deals with life as it comes, in a calm, wise way, 
and who acts consistently towards people.  

 

So the way that we treated our neighbors, who are our peers more or less in terms of class, and the way 
that we treated the servants who came into and out of the apartment building to work as custodians, 
janitors, cooks, and so forth—was the same. We didn't treat the lower class people as if they were a 



second tier below our peers. We treated them with the same kindness and respect that we treated 
everyone else. So those lifestyle choices, those ways of behaving on a day to day basis, proved that what 
we believed was at least valuable and true and our Hindu neighbors started to wonder if it could be true 
for them as well. 

 

That included the way that we parented our kid who, as a baby, we tried to help him sleep through the 
night by being disciplined about what time we put him down, what time we woke him up, and what 
food we fed them. Those kinds of things that are pretty normal and in modern parenting, in America at 
least. But they thought that showed that sort of calm, disciplined approach to parenting. Not being 
overwhelmed emotionally by our kid who's crying, but just dealing with it in a very wise and steady way 
showed that we were spiritual people who had valuable beliefs. Surprising to us, but it opened up a lot 
of conversations about what our beliefs really were and why we acted the way we acted. When we fit 
into their preconceived notions of what a spiritual virtuous person looked like we became credible in 
terms of being able to discuss beliefs. Some of that was surprising. Some of that was the advice given to 
us by other people that lived in India—how to, you know, make sure you get up early, make sure that 
your neighbors can see you exercising the same way they do, walking around the complex, getting a 
walk in, make sure that if you have a morning prayer, that it's in a style of prayer that they would 
recognize as prayer. If you have people coming in and out of your house to do work, treat them well, 
make sure they can see that your spirituality is part of who you are and have integrity. Don't fake it. So 
we did those things that opened up a lot of doors, became very, very close friends with some of our 
neighbors there. After a couple of years of living there and doing that and developing those 
relationships, we started a business. 

 

We had been looking at how we could live there long-term and make an impact both professionally and 
in our life outside of whatever our day job was. So the relationships with Hindus was how we wanted to 
have an impact outside of our day job. But we didn't have a day job yet.  

So we ended up starting a business that was going to be doing language and culture training, which was 
in high demand at the time. So I registered a company in America and registered a company in India and 
jumped through all the bureaucratic hoops. And then the moment I got it registered, we had a client 
that wanted immediately to hire our company, which was just me, to help with some current clients 
they had around language and culture. So we had another couple come join us and we did that for 
another couple of years, and after five years we moved back to the US and they took over with the 
company as well as continuing to explore what it means to help Hindus follow Jesus.  

And then we're here at this conference now talking about some of those lessons we've learned and 
hoping to influence others. That five-year chunk still feels like it really shaped the way we look at the 
world now.  

 

Greg: It sounds like you have a pretty amazing wife.  



 

Jason: She is.  

 

Greg: I mean, just to go with you and hang in there and have a baby in India. That's a lot.  

 

Jason: Well that was our vision to go there so that, that helped a lot. If it had been just mine, it would 
have been a different story.  

 

Greg: I'm sure. So you're working now?  

 

Jason: Yeah. Work at a company—a regular for-profit company. Try to do as much as I can, just like any 
other Christian would, to reach out to my neighbors and friends, some of whom are Hindu. A lot of the 
lessons I learned in India have been applicable to non-Hindu friendships as well, such as learning what 
they value as good and seeing if it's something that jives with what I value is good, and if so, I can live 
within those parameters to help them understand that the God I serve helps me to live a good life that is 
consistent and integrated and I feel like ethics is really the crux of what it means to share Christ with 
people, the law of God written on their hearts, so to speak. 

 

I have found that if I can find out what someone else believes is good, it often is aligned with what 
scripture says is good, which is the kind of life that God helps us to lead. If I can find that out and show 
over the course of a relationship, you know that I do live out those values consistently, then often the 
people that I'm talking to who aren't Christ followers, they may value those things, but they don't live 
them out. And so I'm showing them that not just that Jesus saves us from our sin and gets us into an 
eternity with God—that's also important of course—but that in this life he helps us live up to the 
standards that we believe are good, way more effectively than any other system will. You know, back 
when I was in college, we talked about how any belief system that's true would have to correspond to 
reality. 

 

That's one way to prove it's true, but it would also have to be cohesive. It would have to be internally 
consistent and I feel like because we can't prove, beyond a shadow of a doubt to our neighbors and 
friends, that when you die as a Christian you get to go to heaven. But we can prove that our Christian 
system of life is coherent and that it was more coherent than any other system and it's at least, 
therefore, worth trying. And with Hindu friends, I didn't tell them they had to stop following Vishnu or 
Shiva or whatever the guru was that they liked at the time. But I did tell them they should try praying to 



Jesus. And that I was praying to Jesus for them for whatever issue they were facing in their life. The slow 
growth of their discipleship towards Jesus was—took the path of trying out Jesus, because the system 
seemed to work for us—the following Jesus system. As they then tried out Jesus, he came through and 
provided better than any other person or being had ever provided for them to overcome whatever they 
were facing. And then he became the primary person that they asked for help from and then eventually 
becomes the only person.  

 

So helping them walk through that process from Jesus's being worthy of praying to, to Jesus as the only 
being worthy of praying to is a pretty—it's a long path, but it's worth it. I found that same thing to be 
true for a lot of non-Hindus as well. 

 

Greg: Well, there you go. I hope that was helpful. I love it that Jason and his wife were going as learners 
and they learned a lot. Think about some of the ideas that you heard and how you might be able to 
apply them in your life this week.  

 

Here's a bit more about me and what we're trying to do at Frontier Ventures. I first attended Urbana in 
1976 and  it was a key event in shaping my life. Urbana 18 was my fifth or sixth time to come. I started 
full time ministry in 1982 and now I get to travel around the world and interact with leaders.  

For several years I've been recording interviews with some of them young and old and I thought it'd be 
great for others to listen in. So I'm putting these together into a new theme-based podcasts that will 
cover things like: “Mobilization: What is it, why do we do it?” or, “How not to share your faith with a 
Muslim.”  

 

I hope it will encourage, inform, and challenge you with cutting edge global stories and gospel spreading 
insights—both past and present. So it's launching during 2019. Follow me on twitter @Parsonsgh, or just 
take a look at the frontierventures.org website and you'll see it announced there. Next time we'll do 
another episode from Urbana coming up in about a month or so. Hope this is helpful to you. Let me 
know what you think. Thanks. Bye. 

 


