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FLORENCE AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (FLATS) 
POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 26, 2017 
 
Voting Members Present:    Non-Voting Members Present: 
Senator Hugh Leatherman   Chuck MacNeil 
Mayor Ashby Gregg    Shawn Brashear 
Mr. Sherwin Welch    Rusty Smith 
Mayor Stephen Wukela   Kyle Berry 
Councilmember Teresa Myers Ervin  Drew Griffin 
Councilman Waymon Mumford  Emily Lawton  
      
 
Study Team Members Present:  Staff Present:   
Brian Dix, SCDOT    Edward Zayas, Jr 
Bill Jordan, SCDOT    Lisa Becoat 
Stephen Jones, SCDOT   Renee Proctor 
C.T. York, SCDOT     
Wade Luther, SCDOT   Guest Speakers:   
Yolanda Morris, FHWA   Jonathan Guy, Kimley Horn 
David Burgess, SCDOT   Emily Swearingen, AECOM  
Michael Bethea, SCDOT 
Bryant Gardner, City of Darlington 
Jerry Dudley, City of Florence    
 
   
 
Senator Leatherman called the meeting to order.  
 
The first item of business was the Committee Member Successors. Edward Zayas, Jr  
presented the Policy Committee and Study Team Member Successors. The Policy 
Committee Voting Members are as follows:  Chairman Kent C. Caudle, County District 5 
succeeds County Council Chairman Roger M. Poston, Florence County Council District 2. 
The Policy Committee Non-Voting Member successors are Shawn Brashear, Interim 
Director of Planning, Florence County succeeds Jay Graham, Director of Planning, 
Florence County. The Study Team Member successors are Shawn Brashear, Interim 
Director of Planning, Florence County succeeds Jay Graham, Director of Planning, 
Florence County. Jerry Dudley, Planning Manager, City of Florence Succeeds Phillip 
Lookadoo, Director, City of Florence Planning. Edward Zayas, Jr. will be added as FLATS 
Staff.  
 
The second item of business was the election of the Chairman and Vice Chairman. Senator 
Leatherman stepped aside and asked Mayor Wukela to lead the nomination. Mr. Welch 
made a motion to keep the current officers. Councilman Mumford seconded and all 
approved. Senator Leatherman will remain the Chairman and Mayor Wukela the Vice-
Chairman. 
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The third item of business was to approve the minutes from the June 27, 2016 meeting.    
Mayor Wukela made a motion to approve and Sherwin Welch seconded. Vote carried 
unanimously.   
 
The fourth item of business was the updates to the FY2018 and FY2019 Unified Planning 
Work Program (UPWP). The UPWP is a two year document that outlines the FLATS 
staff’s program of work for reimbursement for FLATS Staff or transportation projects 
requiring consultants. The planning funds allocated for FY2018 are $184,121. We have a 
carryover of $275,008 for a new total of $459,129. The Senator asked Edward for the 
recommendation of use for these funds. Edward stated that they are currently be used to 
fund the Highway 76 Corridor Study which is a Planning and Engineer study with Toole 
Design and AECOM. Also, the FLATS Long Range Transportation Plan update is being 
done by Kimley Horn. This update required a ten day public comment period that was held 
June 13th through June 22rd. There were no comments received. Mayor Wukela made a 
motion to approve and Ashby Gregg seconded. Vote carried unanimously. 
 
The fifth item of business was the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) financial 
sheet. This spreadsheet requires a ten day public comment period which is being held from 
June 13th through June 22nd. This document reflects corrections to the debt service and 
Guideshare advancement section of the financial statement to more accurately reflect what 
was given us from SCDOT, specifically FY20 and FY21.  The first changes are to the 
Guideshare projects section. These changes are annotated in yellow. We only have one 
project which is the S. Cashua widening. FY2020 in the previous TIP, the Guideshare 
subtotal was $907,000. It is now annotated to be $3,107,000. FY2021 in the previous TIP 
was annotated to be $2,555,000. That has been corrected to be $1,645,000 to more 
accurately reflect what was given to SCDOT. In FY2022, $477,000 reflects the closing out 
of this project around 2021. The Senator inquired as to the increase in this project. Edward 
responded that Brian Dix with SCDOT would address that when he gave his project 
updates. 
 
The second section is the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP).  These are statewide 
competitive grants approved by SCDOT. The FLATS Committee does not have to approve 
or disapprove but it is required that they are shown on our TIP. The only significant change 
is the Darlington S. Main Ped. And Bike Access to Bypass Shopping Centers. This project 
reflects $510,815. The Senator asked if there were any questions regarding the TAP 
projects and there were none. The third section is the Capital Sales Tax Projects which are 
non-guideshare projects. Brian Dix will elaborate on these more in his update. Please direct 
your attention to the Federal Transit Administration section. These agencies are within the 
FLATS boundaries and have applied for either 5307 or 5310 funds. PDRTA has been 
allocated $1,831,291 for capital and $2,986,660 for operating. Florence Senior Citizens 
Association has applied for or has been allocated $59,000 for capital as well as the 
Florence County DSN Board and Darlington County Council on Aging for a total of 
$4,818,128. The Senator asked about the 59CA by the Florence Senior Citizens 
Association, Florence County DSN Board and the Darlington County Council on Aging. 
Edward explained that it was $59,000 allocated for capital expenditures. He also asked if 



 

3 
 

these were competitive grants. Edward responded that they were grants using 5307 and 
5310 funding. 
 
The next section is projects exempt from Guideshare. Under Bridge Replacement, I-95 NB 
Great Pee Dee River, $4,568,000 was shifted from FY2018 to FY2017. The Senator asked 
if this bridge was currently under construction at which Edward replied that it was in the 
preliminary engineering stage. The Senator also asked if it was relatively new compared to 
some of the other. Edward responded that he was not sure about the bridges. The next 
bridge is the US 52 Business over Swift Creek in Darlington County. There has been a 
right of way increase in FY 2017 from $50,000 to $145,000. Sherwin Welch asked if that 
was the total cost at which Edward responded that Brian Dix would be able to report more 
on that. He was just giving a very broad overview.  
 
The final section is Interstate Pavement Preservation Projects. The item is I-20 (near MM 
121 to 135). Seven miles of additional paving was added for $12,500,000 construction for 
2017. The Senator asked if that was for informational purposes only. Edward replied yes 
that they were just adding seven additional miles to the original project. The Senator asked 
if there was any widening at which Edward responded just paving.  
 
At this time, Brian Dix gave the below updates: 
 
FLATS PROJECTS 
 
 South Cashua Drive Widening 

Descr: South Cashua Drive (S-29) will be widened from Second Loop Road (SC 
51) to South Knollwood Road (S-1491) approximately 2.7 miles. The 
project includes widening to five (5) lanes from Second Loop Road (SC 
51) to Celebration Boulevard, providing two (2) travel lanes in each 
direction with a fifteen (15)-foot paved median to allow two-way left 
turn movements. The project will also include widening South Cashua 
Drive (S-29) to three (3) lanes from Celebration Boulevard (Local) to 
South Knollwood Road (S-1491), including a fifteen (15)-foot paved 
median. Existing traffic signals located at Second Loop Road (SC 51), 
South Parker Drive, Celebration Boulevard and South Knollwood Road 
(S- 1491) will be maintained. New traffic signals will be installed at 
McCown Drive (S-588) and Jefferson Drive (Local). Sidewalks are 
proposed along both sides of the roadway throughout the entire length of 
the project. 

 
Status: Let to contract in June 2016 to L & L Contractors, Inc. for 

$13,578,025.95. Utility relocations are still underway and drainage 
installations have also began in various locations. Construction is 
anticipated to be complete in Summer 2019. The Senator asked about the 
overrun of $1.6M, if we had it covered. Brian responded yes. They did 
advanced funding so we are paying it back until 2021. The Senator 
wanted to know when and how much will have if we are not using it for 
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Cashua. Brian stated that in 2021 there will be 1.5M available. There 
will not be any before then due to the Cashua project. Mayor Wukela 
asked, otherwise there would be $3.1M. Brian replied that was correct. 
FLATS guideshare get approximately $3.1M per year so that 
accumulates until the advancement is paid back.  

 
 
Transportation Alternative Program 
 

Descr: Transportation Alternative Projects at various locations in the FLATS 
study area. 

 
Status: Specific information is presented below for all projects currently under 

development: 
 

Lucy T. Davis Elementary and Moore Middle School Sidewalks 
         Construction is complete. 

 

 
Williamson Road Pedestrian Improvements 

Preliminary Engineering is complete and coordination with 
CSX Railroad is ongoing. Project is scheduled to be let to 
construction in Fall 2017. 

 
South Main Street Pedestrian and Bike Access 

Preliminary Engineering is underway and construction is 
anticipated for Summer 2018. 

 
FLORENCE COUNTY FORWARD PROJECTS 

 

Pine Needles Road Widening 
 

Descr: S-577 (Pine Needles Road) was widened from South Ebenezer Road 
(S-112) to Southborough Road (S-577). The project includes widening the 
existing two (2) lanes to five (5) lanes, providing two (2) travel lanes in each 
direction, with a fifteen (15)-foot painted median, curb and gutter, and 
sidewalks along both sides of the roadway 

 
Status: Project is complete and open to traffic. 
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US 378 Widening 
 

Descr: US 378 (East Myrtle Beach Highway) will be widened from US 52 
(North Ronald McNair Boulevard) to SC 41 (Kingsburg Highway) 
for a total of 18.2 miles. The project includes widening the existing 
two (2) lanes to five (5) lanes, providing two (2) travel lanes in each 
direction, a fifteen (15)-foot painted median to allow for two-way 
left turning movements, shoulders, and drainage ditches. Project was 
developed in 5 sections. 

 
Status: Construction on Section 1-2 is underway and is anticipated to be 

complete in the Fall of 2017. Section 3& 4 construction are 
substantially complete but all lanes will not be opened until Section 
5 is complete which is anticipated by end of Summer 2017. 

 

  US 76 Widening 
 

Descr: US 76 (East Smith Street/West Palmetto Street) will be widened from 
S- 299 (South McEachern Street) to I-95/S-545 (Meadors Road) for a 
total of approximately four (4) miles. The project includes widening 
the existing two (2) lanes to three (3) lanes, providing one (1) travel 
lane in each direction, a fifteen (15)-foot painted median to allow for 
two-way left turning movements, curb and gutter, and sidewalks from 
S-299 (South McEachern Street) to approximately 300 feet west of 
Runway Drive. From this point, the project will be widened to a five 
(5)-lane section that will utilize a combination of curb and gutter and 
drainage ditches to I-95/S-545 (Meadors Road). 

 
Status: Construction is substantially complete and has been opened to traffic. 

 
       TV Road Widening 
 

Descr: S-26 (TV Road)/S-343 (North Irby Street) will be widened for 
approximately 3.8 miles from S-52 (Wilson Road) to I-95/S-1354 
(East Blanchard Road). The project includes widening from two (2) 
lanes to five (5) lanes, providing two (2) travel lanes in each 
direction, a fifteen (15)-foot painted median, and curb and gutter. 

 
Status: Construction is currently underway and is anticipated to be complete 

by the end of Summer 2017. 
 

SC 51 Widening 
 

Descr: SC 51 (Pamplico Highway) will be widened for approximately 24.2 
miles from S-1004 (Dudley Drive) to US 378 (West Myrtle Beach 
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Highway). The project includes widening the existing two (2) lanes 
to a five (5)-lane section with the exception of the Pamplico area, 
which will be widened to three (3)-lanes or resurfaced in certain 
areas. Drainage ditches will be primarily utilized throughout this 
project; however, drainage pipe will be located in constricted areas. 
Project was developed in 4 sections. 

 
Status: Construction is currently underway for all sections and is anticipated 

to be complete in Late 2019. 
 

 
US 301 Bypass Extension/S-107 (Alligator Road) Widening 

 
Descr: Alligator Road will be widened from US 76 (West Palmetto Street) 

to US 52/301 (South Irby Street) for approximately 7.5 miles. The 
project will include widening the existing two (2) lanes to a 
combination of three (3)- lane and five (5)-lane sections utilizing 
both curb and gutter and drainage ditches. 

 
Status: Preliminary Engineering and right of way acquisition are underway 

and construction is anticipated to begin in Spring 2019. 
 
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECTS 

 
S-21-76 (South Edisto Drive) Bridge Replacement over Jeffries Creek 

 
Descr: Bridge Replacement over Jeffries Creek on S-21-76 (South Edisto 

Drive). Bridge will be constructed on alignment with bridge closed 
for approximately 12 weeks and traffic detoured during construction. 

Status: Preliminary Engineering and right of way acquisition is underway 
and construction is anticipated to be completed during the summer 
of 2019 to avoid school traffic. 

 
S-21-12 CON (James Jones Avenue) Bridge Replacement over Jeffries Creek 

 
Descr: Bridge Replacement over Jeffries Creek on S-21-12 CON (James 

Jones Avenue). 
Bridge will be constructed on alignment with bridge closed for 
approximately 8 months and traffic detoured during construction. 

Status: Preliminary Engineering and right of way acquisition is underway 
and construction is anticipated to start in Spring 2018. 
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S-16-49 (Ebenezer Road) Bridge Replacement over High Hill Creek 
 

Descr: Bridge Replacement over High Hill Creek on S-16-49 (Ebenezer 
Road). Bridge will be constructed on alignment with bridge closed for 
approximately 6 months and traffic detoured during construction. 

Status: Preliminary Engineering and right of way acquisition is underway 
and construction is anticipated to start in Fall 2018. 

US 40 (Lamar Hwy) Bridges over Jeffries Creek, Lake Swamp, and High Hill 
Creek 

Descr: Three Bridge Replacements over Jeffries Creek, Lake Swamp, and High 
Hill Creek on US 401 (Lamar Highway). 
Bridges will be constructed on alignment and conducted in two (2) 
phases with each phase being closed for approximately 6 months and 
traffic detoured during construction. 

Status: Preliminary Engineering and right of way acquisition is underway and 
construction is anticipated to start in Summer 2018. 

 
      
 

 US 76 (W Smith St) Bridge over Lynches River 
 

Descr: Bridge Replacement over Lynches River on US 76 (W Smith St). 
Bridges will be constructed on alignment and closed for approximately 
twelve (12) to eighteen (18) months and traffic detoured during 
construction. 

Status: Preliminary Engineering is underway and construction is anticipated to 
start in Summer 2019. 

 
 US 52 Business (North Main St) Bridge over Swift Creek in City of Darlington 

 
Descr: Bridge Replacement over Swift Creek on US 76 (W Smith St). 

Bridge will be staged construction in order to maintain traffic and reduce 
impacts to the environment and is anticipated to last approximately 
twelve (12) to eighteen (18) months. 

Status: Preliminary Engineering and right of way acquisition is underway and 
construction is anticipated to start in Fall 2018. 

 
After Brian’s presentation Mayor Wukela made a motion to appove. It was seconded and 
carried unanimously. 
 
The Senator asked about a need to discuss Bentree so Brian Dix came back up to address 
him. Brian stated that it is currently proposed to be funded by the CTC. Since these are 
state funds, it does not have to be in the TIP. If there are ever any federal funds allocated to 
it, they would have to put it in the FLATS TIP. As of now, there is no action required to get 
it in there. Brian stated that it would be in our Long Range Transportation Plan that is now 
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being done by our consultants, Kimley Horn. Mayor Wukela stated that he thought it was 
in our current LRTP but as a widening project instead of an intersection project. Brian 
verified that he was correct. That it did not seem feasible as a widening project. 
 
The next item of business was Transportation Agency updates. Sherwin Welch with the 
County Transportation Committee (CTC) stated that there is $4,732,000 committed. They 
may not get done but they have been approved by the Committee. The Senator stated that at 
some time we will get additional CTC funds from the roads bill that was just passed. We 
don’t know the amount at this time. 
 
Mayor Wukela wanted to thank Mr. Welch and the CTC for their efforts regarding Bentree 
Lane. He recognizes that it is a city street that is in desperate need of improvement. As 
Brian Dix indicated intersection improvements will be addressed in the LRTP and he 
recognizes what a burden it is on Mr. Welch and his Committee. 
 
Next were updates from Chuck MacNeil with PDRTA. Chuck MacNeil stated that they 
will have a four percent decrease in ridership this year which will end this week. This will 
be the first time since FY2013 when their agency contracted by seventy percent, actually 
the second time ever since providing a service. For the Florence Transit System which 
makes up most of the trips they provide in the Pee Dee area, they are projecting about 
165,000 passenger trips this year.  Conservatively speaking, that is about over 100,000 
vehicle trips taken off the road. If you speculate, that is roughly ten miles per round trip. 
That’s over a million vehicle miles taken off the road by people making use of public 
transportation in the City of Florence and the surrounding region.  
 
There will be about a forty percent funding decrease or cut from the state (SCDOT) for 
FY2018. This is a significant amount of funding to rely on to leverage the federal dollars 
each year that they have applied for as reported earlier in the Transportation Improvement 
Program. However, they are getting some capital funds from SCDOT. They have a contract 
that they have just executed a couple of months ago for $600,000 specifically to replace ten 
of their half size buses in their fleet which they need. However, the operating funds are 
crucial because they need that money to use when they do get the new buses. They 
continue to work with SCDOT to try to better plan ahead that the money they get from the 
office of Public Transit is predicated on the quarter of a penny sales tax since the last time 
since that gas tax went up. As we all know with the new fuel bill, it will have an impact on 
revenue coming in to the future. However, it remains to be seen if any of that will trickle 
down to the Public Transit Systems throughout the state of SC.  
 
Their local operating funds are necessary to leverage federal dollars. They have made 
considerable improvement in expanding the list of partners they have throughout the Pee 
Dee service area, particularly in the Florence urbanized area. The City of Florence has been 
phenomenal in their support of the service and recognizing the need for it with the growth 
throughout the City. They are other partners that have joined. Some are private and some 
municipals. They are trying to get more entities to join the list recognizing that their dollars 
will actually be multiplied by federal grants in order to provide new services. The Senator 
asked about the match at which Chuck responded that operating is a fifty fifty match. For 
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every dollar in federal funds they are able to access they need at least one dollar in non- 
federal funds. For capital it is an eighty twenty match. In response to Mayor Wukela’s 
question regarding last year’s appropriation, Chuck stated that they were appropriated 
approximately $1.2M and they were able to draw down part of that but they are lagging 
behind in federal funds due to the lack of non-federal funds. Mayor Wukela stated that they 
have to leave a lot of federal dollars on the table because of the match limitation. The 
ridership when he became mayor was about 50,000 but now it is about 180,000. Senator 
Leatherman asked how much revenue the increased ridership contributed. Chuck didn’t 
have the exact numbers but stated approximately $400,000.  The service in Florence costs 
over $2M to operate annually. Mayor Wukela stated that the fair box funds could not be 
used for the federal match. Chuck said that they do contribute to the cost of service. The 
Senator drew attention to the list of contributors. Chuck stated that it was a growing list but 
not all of them have commented to renewing but hopefully they will. All of that money can 
be used for both matches.  
 
They started a new downtown shuttle last October. The cost of operating these two vehicles 
Monday through Friday from 9:00am to 5:00pm is approximately $200,000 and they need 
almost $90,000 in local funds. They had several partners for this and are now trying to 
secure those funds for next year. They started with 30 trips a day and are now up to 100 
trips per day. Next month they are going to offer a night time service in the City. They 
acquired some accommodations tax funds to leverage federal grants. They are also going to 
plan for a hotel trolley bus shuttle that will connect from the hotels at the civic center to 
downtown. It will operate from about 5:50pm to 10:30pm for those who want to experience 
the tremendous growth. Chuck is working with the restaurants and hotels. It is a 
tremendous collaboration that they are getting very excited about. They have enough 
money to start this pilot program for about three months. If it takes off, he thinks everyone 
understands the need for more money to expand the service. Sherwin Welch wanted to 
know how the routes were decided. Chuck stated that it was a collaborative effort where 
everybody provided input and they reached a collaborative consensus. Their Board had to 
approve them introducing this service based on their recommendation.   
 
 
Other Business: 
 
Jonathan Guy with Kimley Horn gave a presentation on the current update of the Long 
Range Transportation Plan. This is a federally required update. We just had our first kick 
off meeting in April that was attended by several residents in the area. Since the last 
update, the study area has grown significantly. Timmonsville and Darlington have been 
incorporated into the LRTP study area. They just finished up the discovery phase and going 
through the needs assessment. That is basically just understanding where we are in looking 
at the old LRTP, the TIP and conducting public meetings with the community. We have a 
lot of events going on right now. We are in the midst of getting an evaluation of it and 
prioritization of projects is about where they are getting ready to start which is why they 
came today to let us know where they are. They are at no point ready to make 
recommendations or anything else. They have not compiled enough information. The 
Senator asked when that would be available and Jonathan replied that it would be towards 
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the end of the summer. In August they will be ready to roll out some preliminary 
recommendations. That will go through several forums, either through the public, as well 
Committee Members and Chair as part of their Stakeholder Committee meetings for further 
prevue, or any finalization with that. Everyone will be invited to all of the public meetings 
to get their consensus is on what they think about the plan and recommendation. Does it 
make sense and does it capture the need of all of the community. That’s very important 
from the TAP Program as well as bike-ped, transit in the area and aviation. We have had 
our first public workshop. There will be another one coming up this year, two Policy 
Committee meetings, three Steering Committee meetings, stakeholder and small group 
sessions and an online survey which is ongoing. At the first public meeting they asked 
people to describe today’s transportation system and the future transportation system. Are 
they frustrated, where’s congestion. What they are looking for is a balanced multi-modal 
coordinated system that accommodates all of those in transportation.  The Senator asked if 
that only made reference to the public transportation. Jonathan responded that it was for the 
entire network. A priority game was played at the last meeting. Safety and security was the 
number one concern followed by, mobility and accessibility, land use and transportation 
integration, economic vitality, system preservation, culture and environment. The next 
steps are recommendations, roadways and freight, bicycle and pedestrian and transit. Also, 
a public workshop #2 and a transportation plan advisory meeting #2. 
 
Edward introduced Emily Swearingen with AECOM for the Highway 76 Gateway Project. 
Emily stated that they started a couple of months ago with the first meeting with the 
stakeholders and gathered some initial feedback. The project begins at Church Street and 
goes all the way out to Francis Marion University. It also covers the area of the airport. 
Their approach is to engage the public and get feedback from them to find out what their 
hot points are and what they want to see for the corridor. They did that with the initial 
meeting with some of the stakeholders and agencies along the corridor such as DOT, the 
City and others. Now they are in the baseline review and are getting some of the data back 
from the technical analysis which includes traffic analysis and land use. The next step will 
be the corridor needs and alternative solutions. Once they have looked at the corridor and 
have some data they will put together some recommendations on what the needs and 
solutions are. The Senator asked who was doing the traffic analysis for them. Emily replied 
that they were doing their own. Ryan Mekenrode has taken the lead. He actually had 
worked with the DOT on some safety projects along this corridor previously. They have 
some ADT counts that they are comparing with when school is in session and summer 
when school is out. There are some pockets of operation and safety issues but the corridor 
as a whole probably meets the traffic and future traffic needs with the number of lanes. 
They will be looking at the pockets for safety and intersections as well. Then they will 
move into the recommendation/phasing/implementation at the end. They will look at who 
has a vested interest as well as corridor considerations.  
 
Mayor Wukela suggested that this is a corridor where land use is likely to be the biggest 
challenge. Economic Development Team finds it difficult to recruit industry when you 
bring them in Hwy 76 to Florence and they drive by the conditions out there. That is a 
substantial challenge and he is interested to see how AECOM suggest we deal with that. It 
involves some jurisdictional issues that Councilman Munford and the City have been 
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working on as a county at large as well as land use appearance codes and what you do with 
driveway enhancement and what’s the potential cost of that. He did not want to prejudge 
the study but perhaps Councilman Munford and everyone else would agree that probably 
land use is one of the biggest challenges for this corridor. The Senator stated that this 
corridor had been a blighted area for some time. It has to be addressed because it does 
impact our area. Emily stated that they heard that at the stakeholder meeting and they 
definitely are looking at that very closely. Emily also stated that there is another meeting 
this month with the stakeholders, a planning and design workshop in September with 
recommendations in October with the final study report in November. 
 
Councilman Munford agreed that this has been an eyesore for many years and something 
really needs to be done and he his grateful that it is started. Not only 76 but 52 coming in 
from Darlington, that gateway is almost as bad too. There is a wonderful college on the 
other end of 76 with Francis Marion University and Fred Carter. He is glad to see it is 
being addressed. 
 
Teresa Myers Ervin wanted to echo what the others had said. Also, being in the medical 
field as well, when you look at the medical center downtown and the downtown is 
developing, she is really looking forward to the young people come from Francis Marion 
even to the medical university campus down there for medical students and nurse 
practitioners. We need that gateway presentable. You have some individuals that live in the 
community also facing draining issues right off that corridor. We have some flooding 
issues because Jeffries Creek is back there. We need to focus on this major gateway. There 
is a nice park down there that the City made a major investment but there are some things 
that young people shouldn’t even have to pass to get to the park. She is looking forward to 
seeing the end results.  
 
The Senator stated that Hwy 52 entrance to the city is at least as important as Hwy 76 and 
he knows that is important. Actually people on the interstate, chances are they will 
probably never come down Hwy 76. If they come into our city, they will come Hwy 52 or 
from the mall. Quite often people going on vacation in Florida, decide to get off here and 
think about locating a plant somewhere. They see the blighted areas and say they are not 
going to Florence or they look at what we hope to accomplish and think differently. It is 
very important for economic development to create jobs for our young people.  
 
There being no public comments, Mayor Wukela made a motion to adjourn and 
Councilman Mumford seconded.  Vote carried unanimously.   
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