
 

 

FLORENCE AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (FLATS) 

 STUDY TEAM MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 25, 2019 

 

Members Present:   Staff Present     Guest  

Brian Dix    Shawn Brashear Commissioner Tony K. Cox   

Yolanda Morris                         Nick Ammons  Erin Porter 

Don Strickland   Ethan Brown 

Clint Moore 

Jerome Pearson 

Joey Skipper 

Cothea Scott 

Lindsey Privette 

Stephen Jones 

Diane M. Lackey (David Gray)  

 

 

Ethan Brown called the meeting to order. A roll call was taken to determine which members were 

present due to the meeting being in a virtual format. (gotowebinar)  

 

The first item of business was to approve the November 25th, 2019 minutes. Diane M. Lackey made a 

motion to approve and Clint Moore seconded. Vote carried unanimously. 

 

New member update was provided by Ethan Brown for information only.  

 

The next item was an update to the Public Participation Plan. Ethan Brown presented the updates to the 

Study Team, which were modifications to the required days of the public comment periods. He 

explained that these were to align the FLATS public comment periods to those of SCDOT. A vote was 

then requested to send the updated document to the Policy Committee for approval. Don Strickland 

made a motion to approve and Cothea Scott seconded the motion. The vote carried unanimously.  

 

The next item brought before the study team was the allocation of the 2020-2021 Unified Planning Work 

Program Planning funds. Ethan Brown presented this to the Study Team and explained that every year it 

is required that the Policy Committee vote to allocate the funds. At this time staff was recommending to 

the keep the percentages for the allocations the same as the previous year. Diane Lackey raised the 

question if the MPO or if the COG had considered including freight planning in the UPWP. Ethan 

advised that at this time the UPWP did not specifically have a category for freight, but that staff was 

looking into including freight in future MPO documents.  Lindsey Privette also said that the COG was 

working on including freight in their Long Range Transportation Plan. Ethan Brown then asked for a 

motion to send the document to the Policy Committee for approval. Lindsey Privette made a motion to 

approve and Jerome Pearson seconded the motion. The vote carried unanimously.  

 

The next up item brought before the Study Team was the 2021-2027 Transportation Improvement 

Program. Ethan Brown explained that SCDOT was requiring MPOs to change the planning window 

from six years to seven years. He then explained that a local government project section was added and 

that the FAST Act performance narratives had been updated, but that this was just for information only. 

Ethan Brown then explained that in the financial section of the TIP, staff was recommending including 

funding for three feasibility reports for three projects that are listed in the LRTP. The three projects 

include: Intersection Improvements at the S. Irby/Second Loop/Pamplico Highway Intersection, 



 

 

Widening on Radio Dr./Ebenezer Rd., and operational Improvements on David H. McLeod Blvd. Diane 

M. Lackey stated that some of the funding program named needed to be update and that the BUILD 

program should be included as well. Ethan Brown stated that staff would make that correction. Brian Dix 

raised the question as to why Bentree Ln. was not included in the TIP, Ethan Brown explained that 

Bentree was not included in the STIP and was not required to be included in the TIP. Ethan brown then 

asked for a motion to send the document to the Policy Committee for approval with the corrections 

recommend by the Study Team. Clint Moore made the motion, Diane M. Lackey seconded the motion. 

The vote carried unanimously.  

 

The final agenda item for the study team was a project status report for the FLATS MPO area. The 

report was given by Brian Dix of SCDOT.  

 

There being no further discussion, Ethan Brown called for a motion to adjourn and Lindsey Privette 

made a motion and it was seconded by Jerome Pearson.  Vote carried unanimously.  


