
Permanent Stormwater System Maintenance and Responsibility Agreement 
 

Under the South Carolina Stormwater Management and Sediment Reduction Act of 1991 (48-14-10, et. seq.), 
Regulation 72-308 requires the Landowner, its successors and assigns, including any homeowners association, 
shall adequately maintain the stormwater management/Best Management Practices (BMP) facilities. This 
includes all pipes and channels built to convey stormwater to the facility, as well as all structures, 
improvements, and vegetation provided to control the quantity and quality of the stormwater. Adequate 
maintenance is herein defined as good working condition so that these facilities are performing their design 
functions.  
 
The Department of Health and Control (DHEC)/Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) 
recommends that The Landowner, its successors and assigns, shall inspect the stormwater management/BMP 
facility regularly. The purpose of the inspection is to assure safe and proper functioning of the facilities. The 
inspection shall cover the entire facilities, berms, outlet structure, pond areas, access roads, etc.  
 
The Landowner, its successors and assigns, hereby grant permission to the DHEC/OCRM, its authorized agents 
and employees, to enter upon the Property and to inspect the stormwater management/BMP facilities whenever 
DHEC/OCRM deems necessary. The purpose of inspection is to follow-up on reported deficiencies and/or to 
respond to citizen complaints. DHEC/OCRM shall provide the Landowner, its successors and assigns, copies of 
the inspection findings and a directive to commence with the repairs if necessary. 
 
The Landowner, its successors and assigns, will perform the work necessary to keep these facilities in good 
working order as appropriate. In the event a maintenance schedule for the stormwater management/BMP 
facilities (including sediment removal) is outlined on the approved plans, the schedule will be followed. 
 
This Agreement imposes no liability of any kind whatsoever on DHEC/OCRM and the Landowner agrees to 
hold DHEC/OCRM harmless from any liability in the event the stormwater management/BMP facilities fail to 
operate properly. 
 
I accept responsibility for ownership and proper maintenance of the stormwater system (pond, swales, 
etc.) on the ______________________________________________ site per the approved maintenance 
plan.  I will complete any necessary repairs and/or preventive maintenance procedures in a timely 
manner to ensure proper functioning as a stormwater management device(s). 
 
It is my understanding that the maintenance plan may be amended/revised at any time by 
DHEC/OCRM, and I will abide by any prescribed changes. 
 
I will continue to own and maintain the pond until DHEC/OCRM is notified in writing of a transfer in 
ownership and maintenance responsibility.  The notification will include a date for the transfer of 
responsibility and a letter of acceptance from the new owner. 
 
I understand that failure to adhere to the signed maintenance agreement may result in fines of up to 
$1,000.00 per day, per violation and /or the institution of a court action.
 
___________________________ __________________________________     ________________ 
Signature of Owner/Agent  Printed Name of Owner/Agent                    Date  
 
___________________________ __________________________________  _________________ 
Mailing Address   City/State/Zip     Phone Number 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Notary Stamp/Signature/Date 
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Dry Detention Practice Maintenance Criteria
Typical maintenance activities for dry detention practices are outlined in Table 4.10-1. Maintenance 
requirements for underground storage facilities will generally require quarterly visual inspections 
from the manhole access points to verify that there is no standing water or excessive sediment 
buildup. Entry into the system for a full inspection of the system components (pipe or vault joints, 
general structural soundness, etc.) should be conducted annually. Confined space entry credentials 
are typically required for this inspection. 

Table 4.10-1. Typical maintenance activities for dry detention practices

Maintenance Activity Schedule

 ♦ Water dry pond side slopes to promote vegetation growth and survival. As needed

 ♦ Remove sediment and oil/grease from inlets, pretreatment devices, flow 
diversion structures, and overflow structures.

 ♦ Ensure that the contributing drainage area, inlets, and facility surface 
are clear of debris. 

 ♦ Ensure that the contributing drainage area is stabilized. Perform spot-
reseeding where needed.

 ♦ Repair undercut and eroded areas at inflow and outflow structures.

Quarterly

 ♦ Measure sediment accumulation levels in forebay. Remove sediment 
when 50% of the forebay capacity has been lost.

 ♦ Inspect the condition of stormwater inlets for material damage, erosion 
or undercutting. Repair as necessary.

 ♦ Inspect the banks of upstream and downstream channels for evidence of 
sloughing, animal burrows, boggy areas, woody growth, or gully erosion 
that may undermine pond embankment integrity.

 ♦ Inspect outfall channels for erosion, undercutting, riprap displacement, 
woody growth, etc.

 ♦ Inspect condition of principal spillway and riser for evidence of spalling, 
joint failure, leakage, corrosion, etc.

 ♦ Inspect condition of all trash racks, reverse sloped pipes or flashboard 
risers for evidence of clogging, leakage, debris accumulation, etc.

 ♦ Inspect maintenance access to ensure it is free of debris or woody veg-
etation, and check to see whether valves, manholes and locks can be 
opened and operated.

 ♦ Inspect internal and external side slopes of dry ponds for evidence of 
sparse vegetative cover, erosion, or slumping, and make needed repairs 
immediately.

 ♦ Monitor the growth of wetlands, trees and shrubs planted in dry ponds. 
Remove invasive species and replant vegetation where necessary to 
ensure dense coverage.

Annual inspection

Maintenance of dry detention practices is driven by annual inspections that evaluate the condition 
and performance of the practice. Based on inspection results, specific maintenance tasks will be trig-
gered. An example maintenance checklist for dry detention practices is included in Appendix F.
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Table 4.11-3. Typical Pond Maintenance Tasks and Frequency

Maintenance Items Frequency

♦ Inspect the site at least twice after storm events that exceed a 1/2-
inch of rainfall.

♦ Plant the aquatic benches with emergent wetland species, fol-
lowing the planting recommendations contained in section 4.12
Wetland Landscaping Criteria.

♦ Stabilize any bare or eroding areas in the contributing drainage
area or around the pond buffer.

♦ Water trees and shrubs planted in the pond buffer during the first
growing season. In general, consider watering every 3 days for first
month, and then weekly during the remainder of the first growing
season (April - October), depending on rainfall.

During establishment, 
as needed (first year)

♦ Remove debris and blockages.
♦ Repair undercut, eroded, and bare soil areas.

Quarterly or 
after major storms
(>1 inch of rainfall)

♦ Mow the buffer and pond embankment. Twice a year

♦ Remove trash, debris and floatables from the shoreline.
♦ Perform a full maintenance inspection.
♦ Open up the riser to access and test the valves.
♦ Repair broken mechanical components, if needed.

Annually

♦ Reinforce pond buffer and aquatic bench plantings.
One time – during the
second year following 
construction

♦ Remove sediment from forebay. Every 5 to 7 years

♦ Repair pipes, the riser and spillway, as needed. From 5 to 25 years

Maintenance of a pond is driven by annual inspections that evaluate the condition and performance 
of the pond. Based on inspection results, specific maintenance tasks will be triggered. 

An example maintenance checklist for wet detention ponds is included in Appendix F.

Wet Detention Pond Maintenance Criteria
Maintenance plans should clearly outline how vegetation in the pond and its buffer will be man-
aged or harvested in the future. Periodic mowing of the stormwater buffer is only required along 
maintenance rights-of-way and the embankment. The remaining buffer can be managed as a mead-
ow (mowing every other year) or forest. For information on chemical control methods for aquatic 
plants, consult Clemson’s fact sheet entitled “Aquatic Weed Control Overview” available online at 
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/plants/other/landscaping/hgic1714.html.

The maintenance plan should schedule a shoreline cleanup at least once a year to remove trash and 
floatables. More information on planting maintenance can be found in the Wetland Maintenance 
section.
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