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INTRODUCTION/EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Florence Count@€omprehensive Plais a tool to help guidavestors, developers, as well as

political decisiormakers and the general public in determining the future composition of Florence

County for the next 1@ 20 years. The Plan provides this guidance by outlining goals and

implementation strategies developed with a public review process. Although the Comprehensive Plan is

a nonbinding guideline document, it is legally required under the South Carolirsd Government

Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act of 1994. This Act established the framewaork of the planning

process to prepare and periodically revise the comprehensive plan. When the plan, any element,

amendment, extension or addition is completedetfollowing steps must be taken in accord with the

South Carolina Code of Laws Sectioi29620 and 629-530:

1. Resolution. By majority vote of the entire membership, the Planning Commission must adopt a
resolution recommending the plan or element to thevgrning body for adoption. The

resolution must refer explicitly to maps and other descriptive material intended by the

Commission to form the recommended plan.

Minutes. The resolution must be recorded in the official minutes of the Planning Commission.

3. Recommendation. A copy of the recommended comprehensive plan or element must be sent to
the local governing body being requested to adopt the plan. In addition, a copy must be sent to
all other legislative or administrative agencies affected by the plan.

4. Hearing. Before adopting the recommended plan, the governing body must hold a public
hearing after publishing at least 30 days notice of the time and place of the hearing in a general
circulation newspaper in the community.

5. Ordinance. The governing bodmust adopt the comprehensive e plan or element by
Ordinance. (S.C. Code2%530) The governing body cannot approve the plan on final reading
of the Ordinance until the Planning Commission has recommended the plan.

no

SC Code of Laws:
SECTIOR-29-520. Advisory committees; notice of meetings; recommendations by resolution;
transmittal of recommended plan.

A. In the preparation or periodic updating of any or all planning elements for the jurisdiction, the
planning commission may use advisory committedl wiembership from both the planning
commission or other public involvement mechanisms and other resource people not members
of the planning commission. If the local government maintains a list of groups that have
registered an interest in being informed proceedings related to planning, notice of meetings
must be mailed to these groups.

B. Recommendation of the plan or any element, amendment, extension, or addition must be by
resolution of the planning commission, carried by the affirmative votes of at keanajority of
the entire membership. The resolution must refer expressly to maps and other descriptive
matter intended by the planning commission to form the whole or element of the
recommended plan and the action taken must be recorded in its offidialites of the planning
commission. A copy of the recommended plan or element of it must be transmitted to the
appropriate governing authorities and to all other legislative and administrative agencies
affected by the plan.
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C. In satisfying the preparationna periodic updating of the required planning elements, the
planning commission shall review and consider, and may recommend by reference, plans
prepared by other agencies which the planning commission considers to meet the requirements
of this article.

SECTION-B9-530. Adoption of plan or elements; public hearing.

The local planning commission may recommend to the appropriate governing body and the body may
adopt the plan as a whole by a single ordinance or elements of the plan by successive odlifitiece
elements shall correspond with the major geographical sections or divisions of the planning area or with
functional subdivisions of the subject matter of the comprehensive plan, or both. Before adoption of an
element or a plan as a whole, the govierg authority shall hold a public hearing on it after not less than
thirty days' notice of the time and place of the hearings has been given in a newspaper having general
circulation in the jurisdiction.

It is the responsibility of the local government#hin Florence County to recognize conditions as they
change, analyze the cause and beneficially adjust to change. Each of the nine elementElofahee
County Comprehensive Plgnalthough addressed separately, is intetiant and relative to the othe
elements to formulate a welbalanced comprehensive plan. The required nine elements are:

Population element

Cultural Resources Element
Natural Resources Element
Housing Element

Economic Element
Community Facilities Element
Land Use Element
Transportaton Element
Priority Investment Element
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This Comprehensive Plan is a nifef SYSyYy i NBGASg 2F Cf2NByOS [/ 2dzy
Comprehensive Plan. The previously adopted Comprehensive Plan was adopted one element at a time,

with the final element adomd in 2012. All elements of the Comprehensive Plan will represent the
Ct2NBYyOS /2dzyide tftlyyAy3a [/ 2YYA&aaA2yQa NBO2YYSyYyRI
to wise and efficient use of public funds, future growth, development, redevelopmentttzndiscal

impact of the elements on property owners {S.C. Cod€8-510(E)}

The planning process for each required element in the Florence County Comprehensive Plan
must include, but is not limited to the following:

1. Inventory of existing conditions The inventory entails a description, or assessment of
conditions that exist relating to the particular planning element.

2. A statement of needs and goalsldentifying those needs that are lacking and setting short to
longrange goals to correct or adjusbnditions for the betterment of the community.
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3. Implementation strategies with time frames. Specific objectives, steps and strategies to
accomplish addressing community needs, to include time frames for actions and persons or
organizations responsibleif the actions.

Listed below are the nine elements and a brief introduction of each:

1. Population Element.Florence County has nine incorporated municipalities and many other
communities which are weéstablished in the eyes of local residents. The Radjmun Element
is difficult to accurately predict and impossible to control because there is so much cause and
effect that attracts or deters population. The benefits of growth must be carefully weighed in
balance with the essential services and facéite NS |j dzZA NS R (2 adzailAy GKS y
current and future population. This element serves to show where County growth is expected
to occur and what services will be needed in those areas to support a growing population.

This element provides iafmation and analyses regarding various aspects of the demographics
of the community including existing population levels and ethnic composition, socioeconomic
and health aspects of the population, age group analyses, educational attainment levels of the
residents, housing characteristics and general income information. This Element also includes
population projections through 2030, which allow for appropriate planning based on the
projected growth of the County. hE goal of this element is to identitiie population factors
associated with communities in Florence County and to identify aspects of the County that may
be impacted through planning efforts.

2. Cultural Resources ElementThe Florence County area has a variety of cultural resources
ranging inseveral categories. Cultural resources may include any natural enrade sites,
events, activities, historic structures or sites and phenomena that are identified with the
community and have general social significance. Cultural resources are/ @éssaitiated with
the fine arts and the humanities and are generally considered to have some educational,
recreational, historic or religious value. Cultural resources help to shape the image of the
community, enhance opportunities for local communitygraction and present opportunities
for visitors.

The goal of the Cultural Resources Element is to show where the County excels in culture and
where additional resources may be needed to support a growing population. Preserving and
expanding Florence @ay (0 & Q& Odzf G dzNI f NBaz2dzNOSa Aa | Yl 22N
growth of the county by fostering the desire to live, work and visit Florence Colirggrves to

show where the County excels in culture and where additional resources may bed&ede
support a growing population. The cultural resources presently within the Florence County
community include:

Libraries and Museums;

Recreational Facilities and Opportunities;

Cultural Attractions and Special Events;

Unique Districts;

Historic Struaires and Sites;

Historic Military Events; and

= =4 =4 =8 -8 =9
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1 Religious Centers

3. Natural Resources ElementFlorence County is located in the Coastal Plain region of the East
coast and has a variety of natural features and resources that contribute to the qualitg of lif
experienced by its residents. Among them are fertile soil, a number of surface water streams,
climatic conditions suitable for extended agrarian activities and an abundance of forested areas
GKIFIG SYNAROK GKS / 2dzyieéQa NissGandSrdustiia? oppoltudites, A G A S & =
Florence County has a total of 803.5 square miles of land area. Of these 803.05 square miles,
3.84 are covered by water according to the SC Statistical Abstract. Forest areas and
watercourses surround the County onar®y every side, including the Great Pee Dee River that
borders Florence County along its eastern side and the Lynches River that runs directly through
Florence County ending as it converges with the Great Pee Dee River in the City of Johnsonville.
In addtion to these rivers, a host of other features compose the natural resources within the
total area of Florence County including fertile soil, wetlands, swamps, bays and many naturally
scenic areas.

An analysis and inventory of the natural resourceshef County is necessary to effectively and
productively plan for growth and development. While identifying and recognizing these
resources, the Natural Resources Element will not only provide information about such
resources, but also discuss goals footpction and sustainment. By attempting to preserve,
maintain and improve our natural resources, many facets of our community can be enhanced
including social, economic, health and cultural aspects.

The conservation of natural resources coupled with thnelerstanding of our ecosystems will
ensure that future development has a reduced impact on our natural resources with attention
given to location, engineering and design.

The following informational topics are analyzed in this element:

Prime Agricultre & Forest Land;

Soil Types;

Water & Wetlands;

Flood Hazard Areas;

Mining;

Plant/Animal Habitats & Endangered Species;

Air Quality;

Climate and Topography/Slope Characteristics; and
Unique Scenic Views and Recreation Areas.

= =4 =4 =4 =4 -8 -8 -8 -9

4. Housing Element Variationsm housing demand and conditions can be affected by changes in
both the overall population of Florence County and the income of that population. While both
are related to the economic growth of the area, income levels can influence housing availability
in addition to the type and location of housing. As Florence County has become more
recognized in its role as the economic, industrial and urban hub of the Pee Dee region, housing
may experience even greater changes.
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In order to fully describe the housing Florence County and develop a vision of direction, the
Housing Element includes an analysis of existing housing and a projection of future needs. This
element considers location, type, age, condition, ownership status and affordability. In addition,
this element includes projections of future housing needs that reflect a growing population.

5. Economic ElementThe importance of economic development is quite basic. It is about
residents and business owners working together to maintain a strong econodguality of
life. This objective is accomplished by creating, attracting and retaining desirable jobs that will
provide a good standard of living. For example, when personal income is increased, the tax base
increases which allows a broader level oblitiservices. The wdlking of a community is
enhanced by a balanced and healthy economy.

Florence County is significantly affected by transformations in the economy due to evolving
technology, a growing global market and the increasing level of eurcet the workforce.

Education is a basic factor in achieving the best results for the economy. Computer literacy is

critical in the market today due to the sophistication of machinery as well as a means of
communication. Overall, industry businesses @ncouraged to relocate to Florence County

GKAOK Ay GdzNYy LINPGARSA INRgUOK (2 (GKS /2dzyieQa

Florence County offers businesses a wide range of transportation options. The CSX Railroad has
a major local switching yard and offers a direct rail entd two major seaports: Charleston,

S.C. and Wilmington, N.C. The Florence Regional Airport offers commercial connections daily to
major southeastern and international hub airports in Charlotte and Atlanta. Furthermore, the
interstate highway systenincluding 195 and 120, services the entire County with future road
widening projects funded by a orment capital project sales tax.

The Economic Element examines the characteristics of the local economy including the available
workforce and industry. This element provides a baseline analysis of the current economic
condition for the County and offers goals for an economic policy. This element provides
statistical data and trends pertaining to the following:

1 Historical trends and projections regandi the numbers and characteristics of the labor
force;

Where the people who live in the community work;

Where people who work in the community reside;

Employment sectors and trends; and

The manufacturing/industrial base and future potential.

= =4 =4 =

6. Community Rcilities Element Community facilities are services available to all inhabitants of
Florence County to meet the ddg-day needs of the community and to promote quality of life
for the community. In order to be effective, these facilities or servicestrmeet current
demand while maintaining adequate resources for future growth and development. A well
maintained street network, longerm availability of public utilities, environmental protection,
recreational opportunities and balanced growth are sulgeconsidered in producing this
element.
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A current inventory of facilities or services throughout Florence County available for its residents
is a main focus of the Community Facilities Element. This inventory provides a benchmark to
evaluate proposedevel of service standards. The inventory of existing facilities also may be
used to indicate those services needing maintenance, repair, rehabilitation or replacement. The
provision of routine maintenance and rehabilitation of these facilities is rescggo reduce the
need for a more expensive replacement, which causes economic disruption, inconvenience and
dangers to public health and safety.

The current facilities or services provided to the community include:

Libraries and Museums;

Civic, Arts ath Market Venues;
Parks and Recreation Facilities;
Educational Facilities;
Communications;
Transportation;

Public Health and Safety;
Medical Facilities;

Electric and Gas Supply;

Water and Wasterwater Treatment;
Solid Waste Management.

=4 =4 =4 =8 -8 -8 -f-a a8 g

7. Land Use ElementThe Land Use Element emphasizes sustainability and prudence as the
priority objectives with the main goal of creating harmony and efficiency as we utilize our
manufactured and natural infrastructure. Manufactured and natural infrastructures and
services inkide roads, rivers, water, sewer, open space, police and fire protection which are
ySOSaalNE (2 &adzZlR2 NI GKS /2dzyieqQa OdaNNByid I yR
community while providing quality services for Florence County residents, busirsgses
visitors, a diversity of land uses should be provided. These land uses include a variety of
residential densities along with commercial, industrial, schools, parks, a flood hazard district and
other community components. The goal of this elemenbisdtegorize land uses in a
geographic manner to increase the quality of life for Florence County residents while preserving
GKS [/ 2dzytieQa yI ddzNFf NBaz2dz2NDSao

In order to plan for the future, this plan compiles existing land uses, recent developmerityactiv

and future plans. This information is them compared to natural impediments such as water

bodies and existing uses. The vision is to guide urbanized and suburbanized growth to close
proximity to public infrastructure. This element represents a coatipih of community
expectations for future development while balancing the need to control the County tax burden,
LINEPGSOGA2Y 2F ylGdz2NIt NBaz2dz2NOSa yR AYONBI aAy3

This plan is a flexible document based upon thevkiedge and information presented to and by
various stakeholders at the time it was drafted and approved. This plan is not designed to
create barriers and impediments to reasonable land use by creating artificial boundaries and
unnecessary restrictionsd@A G AT Sy aQ dzasS 2F LINRPLISNI &
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8. Transportation Element Transportation encompasses a diverse system of travel modes
including air, rail, road, water and pipeline. Transportation is a broad field that impacts every
facet of life. When evaluating transpotian systems or needs, the system has three facets
divided into infrastructure, vehicles and operations.

Infrastructure for the various transportation modes may consist of the fixed installations
necessary for travel like roads, railways, waterways, lsaaad pipelines. Terminals that
facilitate transportation such as airports, railway stations, bus stations, warehouses, refueling
depots and seaports are also considered part of the transportation infrastructure.
Transportation is essential for mobilignd commerce. It is important that the infrastructure
adequately accommodates the existing range and volume of use, while making provisions for
future demand.

Vehicles traveling on these networks may include automobiles, bicycles, buses, trains, trucks,
people, aircraft and watercraft. Volumes of liquids and gases or units of electricity can be

considered more abstract versions of vehicles when they travel through pipelines and

distribution lines.

Operations focus on the way vehicles function withire thansportation network, primary
examples of this are traffic flow, signalization, queuing theory and traffic congestion. Factors
that determine how this system operates depend on financing, legalities and policies. In the
transportation industry, operatins and ownership of infrastructure can be either public or
private. Compared with other states, the South Carolina Department of Transportation
maintains a higher percentage of primary and secondary roads, with local governments
responsible for less tha#0 percent of these facilities. Rail lines, electrical lines and pipelines are
primarily owned and maintained privately.

Florence County has a robust mutibdal transportation network. Two interstate highways,
nine primary US and state routes complimen€Class | rail line that connects to the Wilmington
and Charleston ports as well as a regional commercial airport with service to Atlanta and
Charlotte. Recreation and alternative transportation are served through adegtloped trails
system such as thRail Trail, Lynches River Scenic Trail and the Timmonsville Greenway.

This element is a framework for strategic growth of the transportation network pulling together
all elements of the Comprehensive Plan. Transportation and associated operations play
important roles in economic development, environmental and land use decisions. The goal and
objectives of this document are intended to maintain transportation as an asset increasing in
availability and effectiveness for the citizens of Florence Countyestablishes existing
conditions and potential improvements for the movement of people, goods and vehicles
throughout the county. Multmodal concepts in this document attempt to coordinate a broad
spectrum of transportation including freight, tait, Hcycle and pedestrians.

9. Priority Investment Element In 2007, the South Carolina Priority Investment Act was sighed
Ayiaz tlLgo Il OO2NRAY3 G2 F+ 3IdZARS Lldzof AaKSR o6& i
the Act is to preserve and enhance qual@ 2F f A TS wX8o6& o6SGGSNI LX I
public infrastructure decisions and by encouraging the development of affordable housing and
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Priority InvestmehZones where markebased incentives may be made available or to relax or
eliminate nonessential housing regulatory requirements in order to encourage these types of
designs. The Priority Investment element is the ninth element required by the S.C.
Comprénensive Planning Act of the State Code of Laws (Article 3 See2@®b10 (D)(9)).

This Priority Investment Element will highlight historical fiscal sources of federal, state and local
funding for public infrastructure and facilities from the past fiveags and analyze potential
sources and possible projects for the next ten years. This element is developed in concert with
adjacent and relevant jurisdictions and agencies including counties, municipalities, public service
districts and other public erttes that are affected by or have planning authority over a public
project identified in the element.

The goals and strategies in this element will serve to effectively guide resource development,
foster a sound and stable financial standing for the confdui @ ¥ LINR Y2 3GS GKS / 2 dz
attract additional state, federal and private funding and to evaluate long term strategies.

The Florence County budget supports a variety of services that increase quality of life including
law enforcement, zoning, mergency management, emergency medical services, judicial
services, library and museum resources, recreational opportunities, road improvements, and a
myriad of unfunded State mandates. This element will show how these services will be
supported and how fture public needs may be reduced if scattered development is minimized
to focus growth where infrastructure and services are available or planned for the future. This
element is developed in alliance with adjacent and relevant jurisdictions and agemdigding
counties, municipalities, public service districts and other public entities that are affected by or
have planning authority over a public project identified in the element. The goals and strategies
in this element will serve to effectively guidesource development, foster a sound and stable
FAYFIYOALET adlryRAYy3I F2N) 0KS O2YYdzyAdes LINRBY2GS
federal and private funding and to evaluate long term strategies.

REEVALUATING AND UPDATING OF THE COMBRHAHEIMNN

When conditions warrant, particular elements of the Comprehensive Plan, or the overall plan itself,
must be subject to review to maintain the validity of the plan. Changes in the growth or direction of
development taking place in the community ynandicate a review is necessary.-&aluation of the
comprehensive plan may be triggered by any substantial physical, environmental, social, or economic
changes that occur, oftentimes changes that are unanticipated or unforeseeable. As revisions to the
plan are considered, it is important to make necessary amendments to the capital improvements plan
and any other ordinances based on the plan to insure conformity to the plan.

This is the first review since the Priority Invest Element was completed in 2T South Carolina

Local Government Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act of 1994 requires the entire comprehensive
plan to be reviewed or revaluated at least every five years angdated at least every ten years. The
following are the basic updates e to the previously adopted Florence County Comprehensive Plan:

1. Revised document layout to comprise the specifics regarding each element on a main
Introduction/Executive Summary page at the beginning of the document.
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2. Replaced individual cover sheets aatble of contents pages for each element with one at the
beginning of the document for easier comprehension.

3. Eliminated the Administrative Procedures and outlined the procedures for adopting the

Comprehensive Plan or amendments as outlined in the Comps#e Plan Enabling Act of

1994 and the South Carolina Code of Laws Sectio28-520 and 629530 in the

Introduction/Executive Summary section of this plan.

Updated some of the statistical information provided by the 2010 U.S. Census in each element.

Removed statistical information if it was no longer available at original references or internet

sites and could not be located elsewhere.

6. Consolidated repetitive information within each element.

S
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POPULATION ELEMENT

POPULATION FIGURES AND ESTIMATES

In 1888,the South Carolina General Assembly created the "County of Florence", encompassing
the towns of Timmonsville, Coward, and Lake City with the Town of Florence as its county seat.
Two years later, the "City of Florence" was incorporated. In 1890, the Ceahswged the
population of Florence County to be slightly over 25,000. Since that time, the population has
continued to grow and today is over 135,000. The table below represents the Census data for
the last 120 years, which shows positive, though intiéent, growth each decade for the
County.

Tablel Florence County Population

PERCENT CHANGE FRRREVIOUS
CENSUS YEA| TOTAL COUNTY POPUDNT CENSUS YEAR

1890 25,027 N/A

1900 28,474 13.77%
1910 35,671 25.27%
1920 50,406 41.30%
1930 61,027 21.07%
1940 70,582 15.65%
1950 79,710 12.93%
1960 84,438 5.93%
1970 89,636 6.15%
1980 110,163 22.90%
1990 114,344 3.79%
2000 125,761 9.98%
2010 136,885 8.84%

Source: US Census Bureau, 2010

The overall population of the Countynse it was established has been fluctuating in terms of growth
rate; however, the population has been on a consistent pattern of increase. The largest rate of growth
occurred between 1910 and 1920, when the population grew by 41.3%. Since 1890, thatipopoi
Florence County has grown over 447% to 136,885 residents in 2010.

The table below gives the population trends of the Pee Dee Counties since 1950. With the exceptions of
Florence and Sumter Counties, sustained growth rates have been less thafob@h& adjacent
counties. Darlington County has grown 37.3% since 1950. In contrast, Florence County exhibited a
71.7% increase in population over the 1950 to 2010 period, ranking second only to Sumter, which
experienced an 86.4% increase. The othdjaeent counties demonstrated either a relatively flat
growth rate over the same period or no growth at all as indicated by Census information. Lee, Marion,
Marlboro, and Williamsburg Counties have all experienced a decline in population since 195@. Thes
areas are primarily rural, and the decline in population is most likely attributed to the movement of
residents from rural areas to more urbanized ones. The disproportionate growth of Florence County in
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comparison to the most of the other Pee Dee arearties may indicate that Florence County serves
the function of a destination point for residents moving to the region.

Table2 Florence and Adjacent Counties Population Trends

% CHANG

COUNTY 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 19502010
Florence 79,710 | 84,438 | 89,636 | 110,163 | 114,344 | 125,761 | 136,885 71.7%
Clarendon 32,215 | 29,490 | 25,604 | 27,464 28,450 35,502 34,971 8.5%
Darlington 50,516 | 52,928 | 53,442 | 62,717 61,851 67,394 68,681 37.3%
Dillon 30,930 | 30,584 | 28,838 | 31,083 29114 30,722 32,062 3.6%
Lee 23,173 | 21,832 | 18,323 | 18,929 18,437 20,119 19,220 -17.0%
Marion 33,110 | 32,014 | 30,270| 34,179 33,899 35,466 33,062 -.14%
Marlboro 31,766 | 28,529 | 27,151 | 31,634 29,361 28,818 28,933 -8.9%
Sumter 57,634 | 74,941 | 79,425| 88,243 | 102367 | 104,646 | 107,456 86.4%
Williamsburg | 43,807 | 40,932 | 34,243 | 38,226 36,815 37,217 34,423 -21.4%

Source: US Census Bureau, 2010

Within Florence County, the total population is comprised of the individual populations of the nine
municipalities and the paulation of the nonrincorporated area. The distribution of the County
population by municipalities and unincorporated areas is given in the table below. Although two of the
nine municipalities listed are not currently participating in the Consolidatadrfthg arrangement, they

are shown in this Element for illustrative purposes. These municipalities are Coward and Lake City. Itis
noteworthy that Lake City does currently have an agreement with Florence County to provide building
services.

Table3 Florence County and Municipalities Population by Percentages

2000 % OF 2010 % OF % CHANGE

LIRS DGO POPULATION COUNTY | POPULATION COUNTY | 20002010
Florence County 125,761 100.0% 136,885 100.0% +8.85%
Unincorporated 81,116 64.5% 84,949 62.4% +4.73%
City of Florence 30,248 24.1% 37,056 27.1% +22.51%
Johnsonville 1,418 1.1% 1,480 1.1% +4.37%
Lake City 6,478 5.2% 6,675 4.9% +3.04%
Coward 650 0.5% 752 0.5% +15.69%
Olanta 613 0.5% 563 0.4% -8.16%
Pamplico 1,139 0.9% 1,226 0.9% +7.64%
Quinby 842 0.7% 932 0.7% +10.69%
Scranton 942 0.8% 932 0.7% -1.06%
Timmonsville 2,315 1.9% 2,320 1.6% +0.22%

Source: US Census Bureau, 2000 & 2010

The City of Florence is shown above as the major urban area of the County, with over 35,00ftgeside
This population is over four times as large as the next largest municipality. However, over 60% of the
population resides within an unincorporated area. The lesser populated municipalities of Coward,
Olanta, Quinby, Pamplico and Scranton have iddadi population percentages which are less than one
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percent (1%) of the total County population in both 2000 and 20206mparing theses lesser populated
municipalitiesithe Town of Coward has experienced the greatest percentage of growth over the last 10
@8SIFENE i wmMpdcd:® h@SNItfx (GKS /2dzyieQa LJ2LJdz I GA
additional 11,124 residents.

The population of the unincorporated areas of the County represents 62.4% of the total population.

These areas of the Countyeamot specific, within the census dates provided, to any particular
geographic section of the County and therefore may not be particularly informative in terms of
providing population distribution information. The upcoming information provided for Cemsacts

may more accurately display population across the County.

The nine incorporated municipalities in Florence County show significant diversity in terms of current
population levels, when compared with one another for the 2010 Census. The mutiasptiat

reported populations of less than 1,000 residents are Scranton, Quinby, Coward and Olanta. Those with
populations between 1,000 and 2,000 residents are Johnsonville and Pamplico. Timmonsville is the only
municipality with a population level be®Sy wXnnn YR pXnnn NBaARSyiliazI o
the range between 5,000 and 10,000. The largest jurisdiction in the County is the City of Florence with a
population level greater than 35,000 residents.

POPULATION DENSITY

When compared t@ther South Carolina counties, Florence rank8 ihzhe State in population density,
meaning that there are 11 counties that are more densely populated. Population density is given in
terms of the number of residents per unit of land area. Based er2010 Census, Florence County is
spread over 799.96 square miles and has a population density of 171.3 persons. This means that there
are 171.3 persons per square mile in Florence County. Moreover, the comparison below shows that
Florence County has theghest population density among adjacent counties. A comparison of the
Florence County density figure with those of the other Pee Dee Counties is given in the table below.

Table4 Florence and Adjacent Counties Population Diies

COUNTY POPULATION LAND AREA PERSONS PER SQUAREM
Florence 136,885 799.21 171.3
Sumter 107,456 665.46 161.5
Darlington 68,681 562.06 122.2
Dillon 32,062 404.88 79.2
Marion 33,062 489.10 67.6
Marlboro 28,933 479.72 60.3
Clarendon 34,971 60725 57.6
Lee 19,220 410.33 46.8
Williamsburg 34,423 934.00 36.9

Source: SC Statistical Abstract & US Census Bureau, 2010

Population densities for the municipalities and unincorporated areas of Florence County are given in the
table below. The densitieshown are much higher due to smaller jurisdictional sizes and the tendency
for people to live in more urban, incorporated areas. In addition, lot sizes are generally smaller in the
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incorporated towns and cities, which would typically reflect higher desssior residential areas than in
the more rural, unincorporated areas.
Table5 Florence County and Municipalities Population Densities (2010)

JURISIDICTION POPULATION LAND AREA PERSONS PER SQ. MILE
Florence County 136,885 799.21 171.3
Unincorporated Areas 99,829 764.25 130.6
City of Florence 37,056 17.70 2093.6
City of Johnsonville 1,480 1.52 973.7
City of Lake City 6,675 4.75 1405.3
Coward 752 3.6 208.9
Olanta 563 1.01 557.4
Pamplico 1,226 1.9 646.3
Quinby 932 1.1 847.3
Scranton 932 0.8 1165*
Timmonsville 2,320 2.58 899.2

Sources: SC Statistical Abstract, 2010 & US Census Bureau, 2010
(*This number reflects how many residents would reside in 1 square mile.
Scranton is only 0.8 sgq. mi. Therefdtes entire population lives in that area.)

However, the Town of

As shown in the table above, higher densities are not necessarily associated with the largest cities and
towns. While the City of Florence is the largest municipality in the County in terms of land area, the

table shows that the town with the smallest land area (Scranton) also has a density which is estimated
to be greater than all but two of the incorporated places in the County. The City of Florence and Lake
City have the highest number of persons per sguaile at 2093.6 and 1405.3 respectively.

RURAL AND URBAN POPULATIONS

The distinction between rural and urban areas of Florence County is important, because the needs for
residents in rural and urban areas differ based on a variety of factors suchrapadrtation, work, and
general living patterns. According to the 2010 Census, 38.5% of residents in Florence County reside in
rural areas. The entire state of South Carolina is 33.7% rural. The table below shows the percentage
changes in the rural popuian of Florence County compared to the same changes in adjacent counties
and the state since 2000.

Table6 Florence and Adjacent Counties Rural & Urban Population Percentages

APRIL 1, 2010 PERCENT CHANG
COUNTY Al URBAN RURAL 2000-2010
NUMBER | PERCEN1 NUMBER | PERCEN1 URBAN| RURAL
Florence 136,885 84,159 61.5 52,726 38.5 15.4 -0.2
Clarendon 34,971 4,998 14.3 29,973 85.7 4.7 8.1
Darlington 68,681 29,008 42.2 39,673 57.8 5.1 7.8
Dillon 32,062 9,777 30.5 22,285 69.5 -7.3 10.4
Lee 19,220 5,391 28.0 13,829 72.0 43.1 -15.4
Marion 33,062 12,976 39.2 20,086 60.8 -7.7 -6.1
Marlboro 28,933 13,006 45.0 15,927 55.0 -14.5 17.1
Sumter 107,456 73,107 68.0 34,349 32.0 12.5 -13.5

Florence County Comprehensive Plan

Page22



Williamsburg 34,423 6,218 18.1 28,205 81.9 10.3 -10.7

South Carolina| 4,625,364 3,067,809 66.3 1,557,555 33.7 26.4 -1.7

Source: SC Statistical Abstract, 2010

As shown in the table above, the percentages in Florence and Sumter Counties have a lower rural
population and therefore a larger urbhapopulation than the adjacent counties. However, the urban
population of Florence is still slightly less than that of the State. Florence and Sumter Counties were the
only counties demonstrating urban populations greater than 50%. The table indicateth¢hanajority

of counties in the Pee Dee are slowly becoming more urban.

It is possible for the rural population to increase significantly without a major conversion of rural areas
into urban areas. The general urban definition is based upon those ddficalities with populations of

at least 2,500 persons or 1,000 persons per square mile in density. The numeric distinction of rural and
urban populations may conceal the fact that some areas identified as urban may not have the traditional
services andultural resources normally associated with urban areas. This may present some unique
social and public service issues as traditional rural areas are confronted with density and service use
issues generally thought to be found in cities.

ETHNIC AND GEN®REOMPOSITION

Racial Composition

Understanding the racial composition of the Florence County population allows for better planning and
utilization of services which are relevant to the overall vibeling and representation of all people within

the County. The table below indicates the racial composition of Florence County and South Carolina has

been predominantly persons of White and Black or African American racial identification. Based on the
Hamn [/ Syadzas Ct2NByOS / 2 dzy (i 20Blackld2Afddain Ariekicarymakingd p n d
dzLJ ez 2F GKS LRLIzZ FGA2yd {2dziK / FNRtAYlF Qa LJ] Lz |
or 94% of the total composition.

Table7 Florence County and South Carolina Population ac&(2010)

2010 FLORENCE COUNT SOUTH CAROLINA
White 75,116 3,060,000
African American 56,506 1,290,684
Asian 1,671 59,051
American Indian and Alaska Native 464 19,524
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 23 2,706
Other 1,548 113,464
Identified By Wo or More 1,557 79,935
2010
Florence County South Carolina
Hispanic or Latino 3,030 235,681
Non Hispaic orLatino 133,855 4,389,682

Source: US Census Bureau, 2010
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total population of South Carolina is Hispanic.

O n K Ct2NByOS

Gender Composition

Data on gender digbution throughout Florence County and the municipalities therein is given in the
table below. Overall, the County has a female population larger than the male population. All of the ten
municipalities reflect a greater percentage of females in thepylations than males. Moreover, while

the female component was about 53% of the total County population for 2010, this is in line with the
state and the nation.

Table8 Florence County and Municipalities Population by Genden@aosition (2010)

[ 2 dzy

NAME TOTAL POPULATION TOTAL FEMALE| % FEMALH TOTAL MALE| % MALE
Florence County 136,885 72,566 53% 64,319 47%
Unincorporated 99,829 44 264 44% 40,685 41%

Coward 752 393 52% 359 48%

Florence 37,056 20,193 54% 16,863 46%
Johnsonville 1,480 776 52% 704 48%
Lake City 6,675 3,663 55% 3,012 45%
Olanta 563 316 56% 247 44%
Pamplico 1,226 671 55% 555 45%
Quinby 932 487 52% 445 48%
Scranton 932 520 56% 412 44%
Timmonsville 2,320 1,283 55% 1,037 45%

Source: US Census Bureau, 2010

Age

In adlition to race and gender, age factors may affect the demand for particular public services and
For example, the age group under 18 may
require daycare services and schools, the 65 and over age gnaypneed a passive recreation area.

provide information for planning infrastructure needs.

Age group divisions for the Florence County population are shown in the table below.

Table9 Florence County Population by Age (2010)

NAME UNDER 1§ 18 & OVER| 20-24 | 25-34 | 35-49 | 50-64 | 65& OVER
Florence County] 33,700 103,185 9,580 | 17,062 | 27,577 | 27,289 18,017
Unincorporated | 20,561 64,388 6,294 | 10,286 | 17,477 | 17,314 10,698

Coward 188 564 44 117 153 134 91

Florence 9,091 27,965 2,335 5,019 7,475 7,045 5,160
Johnsonville 391 1,089 70 166 282 311 213
Lake City 1,951 4,724 442 815 1,109 1,252 919
Olanta 136 427 29 62 90 114 120
Pamplico 357 869 75 129 213 236 172
Quinby 209 723 54 78 167 225 184
Scranton 219 713 52 112 181 168 175
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Timmonsville

597

1,723

185

278

430

490

285

Source: U&ensus Bureau, 2010

The information on age groups is helpful in determining the number of facilities that are needed to meet
specific demands in the community, such as schools and recreation facilities.

As more of the demographic age group knownia& S
becoming senior citizens, age 65 and over, local governments can expect an increase in the percentage

aol oe
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of persons over age 65 (US Census Bureau). Based on the 2010 Census, there are 18,017 individuals in

Florene County that are over the age of 65. By 2030, the number of individuals in Florence County over
the age of 65 is expected to increase to over 31,000. This is an increase of over 100% in the next 25

years. Therefore, special emphasis should be placgdasming and providing the amenities necessary
to support an aging population, as well as other growing areas of the population.

SOCIOECONOMIC DATA

Education

The education level of a population is an important factor that affects the quality of famly lif
community health, and the stability and growth of the economy. Education is the vehicle that promotes

community growth. Those individuals with higher education levels tend to earn higher salaries and thus

demand quality housing and services, which Wikkly have a direct impact on land use and
development. Furthermore, podt A 3 K
to attract and support industry and cultural opportunities. The education level of the population for

persons25 and over in Florence County and adjacent Counties is given in the table below. The table

a0K22f
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below indicates a five year estimate from 2007 through 2011.

Tablel0 Florence and Adjacent Counties Educational Attainment

LESS TH TH SOME
TOTALN 9"-12 HIGH GRAD. OR
COUNTY AGE T;ﬁ\N GRADE N¢ SCHOOL COI\II_CL)EGE élgggEE DBI?(_S:EE PROF.
GROUP GRADE DIPLOMA| DEGREH DEGREE DEGREE
Florence 89,291 6,025 10,366 30,730 16,406 7,435 11,504 6,825
Clarendon 23,300 1,747 3,897 9,220 3,751 1,571 2,076 1,038
Darlington 45,785 3,630 6,291 16,939 8,287 3,393 5,083 2,162
Dillon 20,339 2,561 4,048 7,866 2,966 1,310 1,051 537
Lee 12,951 1,560 2,611 4,876 1,919 949 571 465
Marion 22,323 1,655 2,766 9,935 3,471 1,664 2,041 791
Marlboro 20,18 2,144 4,284 8,006 3,171 742 1,205 556
Sumter 67,927 3,940 8,727 21,725 15,335 6,132 7,701 4,367
Williamsburg 23,447 2,321 2,877 10,353 3,800 1,457 1,547 1,092
South Caroling 3,031,432 | 175,249| 322,450 | 936,992 | 608,707 | 254,468 | 473,655 | 259,911

Sources:US Census Bureau, 2010 & American Fact Finder-20071
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It is noteworthy that since 2007, six of the seven high schools in Florence County have experienced an
increased graduation rate. Hann&amplico in district two experienced the only decline. 1020
Florence County experienced a 72.5% graduation rate, compared to 78.2% in 2010.

Tablell Florence School District Graduation Rate 268710

2007 2008 2009 2010
DISTRICT SCHOOL GRADUATION GRADUATION GRADUATION GRADUATION

RATE RATE RATE RATE
FLORENCE South Florence High School 71.6 74.9 78.6 74.1
FLORENCE Wilson Senior High School 60.3 62.7 44.7 76.9
FLORENCE West Florence High School 71.7 72.4 70.4 73.7
FLORENCE | HannahPamplico High School 84.4 82.1 79.2 71.0
FLORNCE 3 Lake City High School 69.9 81.1 69.2 84.7
FLORENCE Timmonsville High School 76.6 74.2 75.0 824
FLORENCE Johnsonville High School 72.8 79.8 83.1 84.8

Source: SC Department of Educatioffice of Research and Data Analysis
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Income

The income level of residents of a county or municipality is an indicator of economic prosperity.
The median family income levels for Florence County and adjacent Counties are given in the
table below.

Tablel2 Florence and Adjacent Counties Median Family Income (12899)

JURISDICTION MEDIAN FAMILY, MEDIAN FAMILY] MEDIAN FAMILY], % CHANGE 198
INCOME 1989 INCOME 1999 INCOME 2009 2009
Florence $28,718 $41,274 $50,200 74.8%
Clarendon $21,207 $33,951 $42,300 99.4%
Darlington $26,754 $37,662 $47,600 77.9%
Dillon $22,144 $32,690 $40,700 83.7%
Lee $22,201 $34,209 $42,600 91.8%
Marion $21,873 $32,932 $41,000 87.4%
Marlboro $22,231 $32,019 $39,800 79.0%
Sumter $25,683 $38,970 $47,600 85.3%
Williamsburg $21,985 $30,379 $37,200 69.2%
South Carolina $30,797 $44,227 $55,000 78.5%

Sources: SC Statistical Abstract and SC Budget and Control Board, Office of Research and Statistics

Florence County is shown as having the highest medianyfamesibme in the Pee Dee region at $50,200,

which also ranks Florence County 24th out of the 46 South Carolina counties. Therefore, these salaries
y2i 2yteé AYyRAOIGS (GKIFG Cft2NByOS /2dzydié A& GKS NB:
room for regional and statewide improvement. The median family income for the State of South
Carolina in 2009 was $55,000, which is $4,800 higher than that of Florence County. Florence County is
expected to improve but they are not expected to meet or sggpthe State average.

Poverty

According to the 2010 Census, by definition, the poverty level identifies individuals and families

that do not receive an adequate income amount to provide basic living necessities. In 2011,
there were 20 states with a perty rate greater than 16% including South Carolina. The most
NEOSYyl /Syadza AYyF2NXNIGA2Y FNBY Hnmn AYRAOFGSa
is living below the poverty level. The picture for the remaining counties in the Pee Dee is not
much better. While more recent statistics are not yet available, the table below gives the
poverty levels and percentages for the State and the Pee Dee counties in both 2010 and 2011,

and the percentage of change.

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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Table13 Florence and Adjacent Counties Percentage of Population in Poverty (2010)

# IN POVERT]| % IN POVERT # IN % IN POVERT
COUNTY 2010 2010 POVERTY 2011 U0 ClalalN eI
20102011
2011
Florence 29,054 21.7% 28,655 21.3% -1.4%
Clarendon 9,247 27.8% 7,569 22.9% -18.1%
Darlington 15,571 23.2% 15,988 23.9% 2.7%
Dillon 8,302 26.2% 10,286 32.9% 23.9%
Lee 4,670 27.1% 5,186 30.4% 11.0%
Marion 9,657 29.5% 10,295 31.6% 6.6%
Marlboro 8,464 33.1% 8,191 32.5% -3.2%
Sumter 21,875 20.% 18,429 17.6% -15.8%
Williamsburg 10,583 32.2% 10,062 30.9% -4.9%

Source: SC Statistical Abstract, 2010

Compared to the State percentage, all of the Pee Dee counties reflect a higher figure for poverty within
their populations. In South Carolindere are 20 counties with poverty percentages greater than 20%.
Seven of these counties are located in the Pee Dee. This appears to be a regional condition that may
require the cooperation of the Pee Dee Counties and municipalities, as well as stdteuppert, to
address the larger socioeconomic implications of this problem.

The poverty thresholds are updated each year by the Census Bureau. The thresholds anaingetbr
statistical purposes;of example, preparing the estimates of the numtwdrAmericans in poverty for

each year's poverty report. The measure was devised to define and quantify poverty in America, and
thereby provide a yardstick for progress or regress in antipoverty efforts, and in that sense has served
the nation well.

Valuesof the poverty thresholds for the years since 1980 for families of different sizes are available on
the Census Bureau's website. The most recent values of the poverty thresholds are provided in the table
below. This information was released in Septeml2&13 and reflects the year 2012. For example, a
four-person family with two adults and two children is poor with annual cash income below $23,492.

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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Table14 Weighted Average Povertyhifesholds

One person (unrelated individual) $11 720
Under age 65 $11,945
Age 65 or older $11,011
Two people $14,937
Householder under age 65 $15,450
Householder age 65 or older $13,892
Three people $18,284
Four people $23,492
Five people $27,827
9x people $31,471
Seven people $35,743
Eight people $39,688
Nine people or more $47,297

Source: US Census Bureau, 2010

Health

In March, 2014, in an effort to provide information about planning and public health to cities and
counties in South Caral, The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control,
(SCDHEC) and Eat Smart Move More South Carolina, (ESMMSC), prepared the South Carolina Health +
Planning Toolkit; A Healthy Eating and Active Living Policy Guide. While the foassajlkit focuses

on comprehensive plans, it can also be used more broadly to help develop public policy related to
planning and public health for a wide range of planning projects.
received a state grant to assist cities arwlinties to include a Health section in their Comprehensive
Plan. The Florence County Comprehensive Plan has added this section and included health related
information in other elements as applicable as provided by Mr. Newman.

Definition of overweightand Obese

Mr. John Newman, Consultant,

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines overweight as having a Body Mass Index
(BMI) between 25 and 29.9 pounds per square inch. Obesity is defined as having a BMI greater than 30.
KSAIKEG G2 GKSANI ¢gSAIKGO

Simply stated, BMI is the relationship of 35 NB& 2 y Q &

Physical Activity Recommendations

The US Department dfiealth and Human Services (DHHS) physical activity recommendation is that
adults should engage in at least 150 minutes (2 hours and 30 minutes) a week of medarasity, or

75 minutes (1 hour and 15 minutes) a week of vigorimlisnsity aerobic physical activity or a
combination of the moderate and vigoroirstensity physical activity. DHHS also recommends that
adults engage in muscktrengthening activities thaare moderate or higfintensity and involve all
major muscle groups on two or more days per week. 32.7% of Florence County adults engaged in

leisure time (outside of work) physical activity.

Dietary Recommendations

TheDHHSecommended fruit and vegable consumption is 2+ fruits and 3+ vegetables daily. 76.6% of
Florence County adults do not meet these dietary recommendations.

The United States has the highest obesity rates in the developed world (behind four tiny Pacific island

nations). In 2014,Granked 10th in the nation for obese adults; 31.7% have a Body Mass Indegrf(BMI)
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30 or greater (Trust for America's Health and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation). South Carolina ranks
7" in the nation for overall (all ages) obesity. Robert Woods &ohB615 data reports that 37% of
Florence County adults are obesmaking Florence County among th® iighest rank of SC counties in

adult obesity. Obesity among Florence County adults increased by 5.6 percentage points in five years.
The 2015 overdlstate of South Carolina adult obesity rate is 31%. Obesity disproportionately affects
certain racial and ethnic minorities, residents of rural areas and those with low socioeconomic status.
Risk factors for obesity include physical inactivity and imperautrition.

Obesity and Chronic Disease

Obesity is associated with more than 30 major diseases. Obesity can lead to such health risks as
elevated cholesterol, diabetes, high blood pressure, sleep apnea, orthopedic complications, mental
health problens, coronary heart disease, stroke, and certain types of cancer (such as endometrial,
breast, prostate, and colon), and arthritis. (U.S. Surgeon General). According to the SCDHEC data,
compared to those of normal weight, obese individuals have 90% higdleof having coronary heart
disease and 40% higher risk of having a heart attack.

According to SCDHEC statistics, compared to normal/recommended weight stedgna/eight South
Carolina individuals have:
1 50 percent higher odds of having a heart attack
1 30 percent higher odds of having arthritis
9 80 percent higher odds of having CHD
I Odds of having diabetes that are 2.4 times the odds of individuals of recommended weight
status

Compared to normal/recommended weight status, obese South Carolina indivithads
91 40 percent higher odds of having a heart attack
9 60 percent higher odds of having arthritis
1 90 percent higher odds of having CHD
1 Odds of having diabetes that are 5.6 times the odds of individuals of recommended weight
status
Tablel5 SC 2010 Odds of Having Various chronic Diseases by Weight

6.0

5.0

2.0

1.0

Arthritis CHD Diabetes Heart Attack

= Overweiaht vs. Normal = Obese vs. Normal

Source: 2011 SC Obesity Burden Report/John Newman
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According to the SCDHEC in 2015, 31.4% of Florence County adults were considered obese. The SCDHEC
2010 dataindicated that 57.2% of Florence County adults were not meeting the recommended physical
activity and 86% were not eating the recommended fruits and vegetables. Comparably, the data for
South Carolina adults regarding the percentages above were 30.38%p Bhd 82.6%.

Mr. Newman also provided the following disease related data obtained from the SCDHEC for Florence
County residents:

In 2011, 14.4% of Florence County residents had diabetes;

In 2012, diabetes was théhhighest cause of death as wedl m the state of South Carolina;

In 201, 478 emergency room visits were directly related to diabetes;

In 2012, heart disease was the number one cause of death;

In 2012, 89 Florence County Residents died of stroke. South Carolina wishigaesst staten
prevalence of stroke. Stroke was thBléading cause of death in South Carolina;

f In 2012, cerebrovascular disease (which includes stroke) was’thigBest cause of death.

= =4 =4 =4 =4

Obesity Burden Disparities
The 2011 South Carolina Obesity Burden Re@CDHEC/ESMMSC) records a disparity in the burden of
obesity and the severity of related health conditions among different population groups. Whereas
obesity is of national health concern in the general population, research has shown that persons within
certain population sectors are more susceptible than others to this health problem:

9 Ethnic and racial minorities

1 Mentally and physically disabled persons

1 Residents of rural areas

Health Power for Minorities, or Health Power, a national minority health imgmmmant organization,
reports that among the most frequent minority health issues in Florence are: heart disease (or
cardiovascular disease), diabetes, obesity (or overweight and obesity), hypertension (or high blood
pressure) and HIV/AIDS. The table belowrovided by the SCDHEC.

Tablel6 Florence and Adjacent Counties 20@D09 Adult Percentage Risk Factor by Race

COUNTY | WHITE | BLACK
FLORENCE

Obese 24.9 33.5
Not meeting recommended physical | 63.3 55.9
Activity

Not eating reommended fruits and 82.5 81.9
Vegetables

CLARENDON

Obese 33.7 51.0
Not meeting recommended physical | 59.5 53.4
Activity

Not eating recommended fruits and 75.7 79.3
Vegetables

DARLINGTON
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Obese 23.2 41.4
Not meeting recommended physical | 63.6 59.2
Activity

Not eating recommended fruits and 85.2 81.4
Vegetables

DILLON

Obese 31.3 43.2
Not meeting recommended physical | 76.1 52.0
Activity

Not eating recommended fruits and 87.9 80.0
Vegetables

LEE

Obese 36.3 40.5
Not meeting recommended physical | 45.8 68.9
Activity

Not eating recommended fruits and 85.0 81.9
Vegetables

MARION

Obese 19.7 48.2
Not meeting recommended physical | 53.9 77.6
Activity

Not eating recommended fruits and 85.5 77.4
Vegetables

MARLBORO

Obese 40.6 46.1
Not meeting recommendeghysical 55.2 62.4
Activity

Not eating recommended fruits and 85.6 82.8
Vegetables

SUMTER

Obese 27.8 39.5
Not meeting recommended physical | 56.5 63.0
Activity

Not eating recommended fruits and 80.0 77.1
Vegetables

WILLIAMSBURG

Obese 42.9 47.9
Not meeting recommended physical 59.8 67.5
Activity

Not eating recommended fruits and 90.9 84.7
Vegetables

Source: South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control/John Newman
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Childhood Obesity

The CDC reports that childhood obesity has morenthaubled in children and tripled in adolescents in

the past 30 years. The percentage of children age 6 to 11 who were obese increased from 7% in 1980 to
nearly 18% in 2010 and the percentage of adolescents age 12 to 19 who were obese increased from 5%
to 18% over the same period. In 2010, more than one third of US children and adolescents were
overweight or obese. For children ageslI) South Carolina ranked "2nost obese state in 2010, with

15.3% of children in this age group being obese.

Children wio are obese have immediate risk factors for cardiovascular disease and are more likely to
have high blood glucose levels, indicating a high risk for developing diabetes. They are also more likely
to have bone and joint problems, sleep apnea, and socialpagdhological problems. Long term health
effects of childhood obesity include increased risk for many types of cancer, osteoarthritis and stroke.

A 2009 US Department of Agriculture (USDA) study reported the obesity rate -gfdome preschool

(ages ) children in Florence County at 15.3%. Even at a very early age, childhood obesity may be a
LINSOdzNBE2NJ 2 | fAFSOHGAYS 2F LIR2N KSIfGKD® ¢KS HAMMEK
by the center for Disease control (CDC) reports that 39dt South Carolina children ages-17 were

overweight or obese the 3? highest state in the US. The table below breaks out specific age groups.

Table17 SC Childhood Overweight/Obesity by Percentage, 2012

AGE GROUPS OVERWEIBT OBESE
2-4 8.2 21.0
5-10 17.4 23.1
11-13 18.4 20.7
14-17 15.4 15.1
Preschool 21.3
Elementary 155 24.0
Middle School 22.1 17.7
High School 14.6 15.7
Not in School 13.0 19.5

Source: SCDHEC Children Health Assessment Survey

The tabé below shows the 2009 percentage data of low income preschool obese children for Florence
and adjacent counties. This data was obtained from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).
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Table18 Florence and Adjacent Cotias of Low Income Obese Preschool Children

COUNTY PERCENTAGE
Florence 15.3
Clarendon 13.6
Darlington 13.0
Dillon 14.3
Lee 10.6
Marion 15.3
Marlboro 13.6
Sumter 11.2
Williamsburg 13.7

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, 2009

Chronic Diseasand Obesity Prevention

1 According to Eat Smart, Move More South Carolina, healthy eating can play a major role in the
prevention of many chronic diseases. These diseases include cancer, cardiovascular disease (e.g.
congestive heart failure, hypertensiorstroke), diabetes, gastrointestinal disorders (e.g.
diverticular disease, irritable bowel syndrome, constipation, hemorrhoids), and osteoporosis. A
healthy diet that is welbalanced and varied reduces the risk for all of these diseases. Physical
activity is a protective factor against overweight and obesity.

1 According to the U.S. Surgeon General, adults can obtain significant health benefits by including
moderate physical activity on most days of the week. Engaging in regular physical activity is one
of the most important steps to reduce risk for chronic disease, build physical and mental health
and prevent overweight and obesity.

The citizens of Florence County are aware of the health impacts of chronic disease on the County and
understand the conneatns with obesity/overweight, poor nutrition, and lack of exercise with their
health. Community Health Needs Assessments (CHNA) include surveys conducted on the population at
large as well as stakeholder interviews of community leaders which include hesiéh providers,
elected and appointed officials, business leaders, etc. The McLeod Regional Medical Center conducted
the CHNA for Florence County in 2013. All of the community top health concerns were related to obesity
and the chronic diseases related tdesity, poor diet, and lack of physical activity. The top three

O2YYdzyAllé fSFRSNEQ KSIfidK O2yOSNya ¢SNB NBftlGSR
Top Community Health Concerns:

Heart Disease

Obesity

Cancer

Hypertension

Diabetes
Stroke
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Top @mmunity Leader Concerns:

Obesity, Heart Disease, Diabetes, and Sedentary Lifestyle

Health Care education for children with the goal of preventing obesity

Public Education for the community, including prevention, nutrition, and healthy living
Mental Healthand Substance Abuse

Public Areas such as Parks and Downtown may need improved security to encourage use

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

HEALTHY EATING AND ACTIVE LIVING ORGANIZATIONS
Eat Smart Move More South Carolina Options for Action
In October of 2014, SCDHEC announced ayéaeh 6 S&AAG& | OUA2Y tflyod ¢CKS YA
educate, engage, and mobilize partners to help make the healthy choice the easy choice for South
Carolinians. The state plan aims to build on the success of current efforts and offers new strategies to
NERdzOS 20SaArite NIXidSa Ay GKS trtyYSddz2 {4 GdSoe ¢t KS
and prevent obesity:

1 Communities

1 Worksites

1 Healthcare

9 Schools and Child Care
For more information and to review the plan, seew.scaledown.org

Eat Smart Move More South Carolina (ESMMSC) has developed Options for Action (OFA);tthe how
guide for implementing the SC Obesity State Plan on the local level. OFA provides tools for planning and
implementing bestpractices for healthy eating, active living, and obesity prevention through the four
South Carolina Obesity Action Plan program areas and also includes the faith communities.

South Carolina School Health

The SCDHEC serves as an intermediary for then@dlifor a Healthier Generation Healthy Schools
Program, a national program founded by the American Heart Association and the Clinton Foundation.
¢23aSGKSNE {/519/ FTYR GKS 1 fftAlIyOSQa | SIflikKe {OKz2?2
the burden of childhood obesity by promoting provesiccessful interventions that school districts and

schools can use to create healthy, sustainable learning environments.

G2S 1y2s OGKIG ONBFIGAYy3 || KSFHfOGKe aOK2aiehhaszha R Sy gaA
second highest obesity rate in the United States for youth ages t0BSMMSC

Mortality

The mortality rate is a measure of the number of deaths occurring in a community over a specific period
of time. Although, death is a naturally occagievent and all communities will reflect some measure of
mortality, relatively high mortality rates may indicate distressed health, social, or living conditions of a
particular community. The mortality rates as reported by South Carolina Departmentaith Hasd
Environmental Control (SCDHEC) for each County is given in terms of number of deaths per 1,000
residents. Mortality rates for Florence County and its neighbors are given in the table below.
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Table19 Florence and Adjacentounties Mortality Rates

COUNTY NUMBER OF DEATHY MORTALITY RATE| STATE RANKING
Florence 1425 104 12th
Clarendon 386 11.0 32nd
Darlington 787 115 19th
Dillon 358 11.2 34th
Lee 203 10.6 42nd
Marion 408 12.3 30th
Marlboro 306 10.6 36th
Sumter 1001 9.3 17th
Williamsburg 396 115 31st

Source: SC Department of Health and Environmental Control, 2010

The table above shows that Florence County had a mortality rate of 10.4 in 2010. This rate indicates
that approximately 10.4 residents died for evdrp00 residents in the County during 2010. Thus, with a
State mortality rate of 9.0, Florence County is above the State as a whole. Florence County r&nked 12
indicating that our mortality rate is better than only 11 counties in South Carolina. @HeeGounty
ranked the highest (48th) with a mortality rate of 10.6. Of the adjacent counties, Lee ranked best (42nd)
with a rate of 10.6. In contrast, in 2010, there were 1,788 live births in Florence County. Therefore, in
2010, there were more birththan deaths in Florence County.

The mortality rate in Florence County may be affected by the availability, quality, and level of health

care received by residents, as well as congenital health conditions and lifestyle decisions of residents.

The infomation provided through studies of the incidents of death within a community may be helpful

AY ARSYGATeAy3d FILOG2NR GKIFIG OFy 6S O2yi{iNRftSR IyR

DISABLED POPULATION

The American Community Survey is a mandatory, ongetatjstical survey that samples a small
percentage of the population every year giving communities the information they need to plan
investments and services. Informatifnom the survey generates data that help determine how more
than $400 billion in fedral and state funds are distributed each year to communities. The data
collected from the American Community Survey is an important part of the U.S. Census Bureau.

The 2010 Census does not provittee decennial longorm statistical information on thedisabled

population. As an alternative, the American Community Survey estimated statistical data is used. The
table below reflects the estimated disability statistics for Florence County and South Carol2t®&r

2010. Seitare difficulty is definecs having a need for public assistance for one or more activities of

daily living such as dressing, bathing, or getting around inside the home. Independent living difficulty is
RSTAYSR +a KI@Ay3d RAFFAOdZ G & R 2difigedr shdppidg due o al t 2y S
physical, mental, or emotional problem.
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Table20 Florence County Disabled Population

Ages 1864 Ages 65 and Over
With a LGy With a With an
Total Independent Total
Area Selfcare L Selfcare Independent
Persons | pigficult Living Persons | pitficulty | Living Difficult
y Difficulty y g y
Florence | g/ 140 1.5% 3.5% 16,785 9.2% 16.4%
County
South
. 2,808,431 2.2% 4.3% 597,910 9.6% 17.6%
Carolina

Source: US Census Bureau, 2010

Selfcare difficulty is defined aBaving a need for public assistance for one or more activities of daily

living such as dressing, bathing, or getting around inside the home. Independent living difficulty is
RSFTAYSR a KI@Ay3 RAFFAOdZ G& R2A dedr shappidg fued al t 2y S
physical, mental, or emotional problem.

POPULATION PROJECTIONS

Population projections are estimates of the future population level based on current trends and other
available indicators of change for a particular community. Paiomgorojections are planning tools

GKAOK &aK2z2dzZ R 0S |FR2dzZaGSR LISNA2RAOFtEfte&e G2 NBTE SO
population. The table below gives population projections for Florence and adjacent counties in ten year
increments beginimg in 2000, with the 2000 figures being Census counts.

Table21 Population Projections for Florence and Adjacent Counties

CENSUS | CENSUS | PROJECTION PROJECTION| PROJECTION, PROJECTION
COUNTY 2000 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030
Florene 125,761 136,885 140,000 143,100 147,000 150,900
Clarendon 32,502 34,971 35,600 36,300 37,400 38,600
Darlington 67,394 68,681 69,000 69,300 69,900 70,500
Dillon 30,722 32,062 32,400 32,800 33,100 33,400
Lee 20,119 19,220 19,000 18,800 18,700 18,600
Marion 35,466 33,062 32,500 32,000 31,900 31,800
Marlboro 28,818 28,933 29,000 29,000 29,100 29,200
Sumter 104,646 107,456 108,200 108,900 109,200 109,500
Williamsburg 37,217 34,423 33,800 33,100 33,000 32,900
S.C. 4,012,012| 4,625,364 4,823,200 5,020,800 5,235,500 5,451,700

Sources: US Census Bureau, 2010 S.C., Department of Health and Environmental Control, and SC
Budget and Control Board Office of Research & Statistics

The population of Florence County is expected to increase by an avefagproximately 3.0% every
five years through 2030. The projected growth of the State is similar in nature to the projected growth
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of Florence County. It is also noteworthy that of the Pee Dee Counties, Florence is projected to
experience the largest peentage of growth at 19.9%.

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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GOALS AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
GOAL 1
Accommodate the growing population by providing the appropriate infrastructure and facilities.

Implementation Strategy:By 2030, tle population of Florence County is expected to increase by almost
30,000 residents, or 23.7%. Therefore, the County must ensure that necessary resources are provided,
while continuing to protect green areas and natural resources. Special attention raysiit to the

Land Use Element in order to accommodate additional residents.

Time Frame:25 years

GOAL 2
Reduce the number of families and individuals that are currently living in poverty by 10%.

Implementation Strategy Improve educational attainnmg, provide affordable housing, and continued
economic development.

Time Frame 5 years

GOAL 3
Improve the accessibility of countywide facilities for disabled persons.

Implementation Strategy Florence County and its municipalities should continuaggrade facilities
for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The County continues to work with DOJ
on continued compliance.

Time Frame Continuous

GOAL 4
Reduce the mortality rate in Florence County.

Implementation Strategy Inorder to reduce deaths in Florence County, residents should be educated
on living a healthy, active lifestyle, residents should be provided with walking/biking trails, and road
conditions throughout the County must be constantly improved to prevent tridfadities.

Time Frame 10 years

GOALS
Plan for the senior citizens in the future by creating passive recreation facilities and better neighborhood
designs that are close to those facilities that are utilized by the aging population.

Implementation Strategy In order to better plan for the growing senior citizen population in Florence
County, passive recreation areas should be created in areas where seniors are concentrated.
Furthermore, special attention should be paid to developing nursing hpmesisted living facilities,
and/or neighborhoods in areas near the facilities that are required and utilized by the senior citizens in
Florence County.
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Time Frame 10 years

GOAL 6

Promote healthy eating and active living policies:

|l

|l

Healthy Eating padies must address the production, process, distribution, access, and
consumption of foods that limit the risk of die¢lated chronic disease

Active Living policies promote a way of life that integrates physical activity, such as walking and
biking, intodaily routines

Implementation Strategies:

1

T
T
1
T

Implement Options for Actions worksite strategies in all Florence County worksites
Support ESMMSC healthy eating programs

Support the development of the Florence County portions of the Francis Marion Trail
Developa consolidated, countywide master greenway, bicycle, and pedestrian plan
Support municipal pedestrian, trails, and bicycle plans

Time Frame:Continuous

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY
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CULTURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT

LIBRARIESND MUSEUMS

LIBRARIES

Florence County has 12 libraries containing over 378,000 books and 250 computers, as well as hundreds
of newspapers and periodicals. These libraries offer a variety of educational, research, and cultural
opportunities through a vastumber of printed volumes, periodicals, digests, magazines, and even some
audiovisual items. The County also benefits from having the scholatyurees of the library at Fraisci

Marion University in proximity to many residents.

The Florence County lk#dyy System is headquartered in the City of Florence at the Doctors Bruce and
Lee Foundation Library and has five branch libraries located throughout the County. Additional libraries
are found at our local higher education facilities. FloreDeglingtonTechnical College has a library on

its main campus and a branch library in the downtown Florence campus. Francis Marion has a 77,000
square foot library on its campus. Although these collegiate libraries are open to the public, only
students with schoespecific ID cards can check out materials. Several libraries in our area have
specialties such as the Family History Library at the Florence Ward of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, which provides information on Florence County famitidsaacess to the Genealogical
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. Além Health Science Library, located at McLeod Health, contains over
1000 online books and medical journals. It is most often used by the staff of the hospital, but it is open

to the pulic. In addition, he Doctors Bruce and Lee Library, the James A. Rogers Library, and the
Francis Marion Library all have South Carolina history sections. Moreover, the Doctors Bruce and Lee
Library contains a South Carolina history room, which is nalngd K2y 2NJ 2F 9dzASyS b o
local historian, attorney, and former SC legislatofhe 82,000 square foot Doctors Bruce and Lee
Foundation Library contains a 35 seat computer lab, a 200 seat meeting room, and access to 85 public
Internet terminals This facility was made possible in part through a generous gift of the Doctors Bruce
and Lee Foundation.

Figurel  Doctors Bruce and Lee Foundation Library

Source: Florence County.ibrary System
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Florence Public Library (Former Location)

Henry Edwards Davis, a Williamsburg County native, prominent Florence attorney and member of the
Florence Board of School Commissioners, wasaly advocate of a public library in Florence and took
the lead in generating public support for and raising funds for this library. As early as 1920 he urged the
funding and construction of a public library in Florence to honor the veterans of thedW\air. This

urging led to the library formally located at 319 South Irby Street. Built in 1925, the former location of
the library was the first truly public library in Florence County. The library is also significant because it
was designed by Wilkingid Hopkins, a local architectural firm owned by William J. Wilkins and Frank V.
Hopkins. In 1903 the Florence Civic Improvement Society established a town library in City Hall on Evans
Street. Miss Florence Harllee, for whom the City of Florence was nasaeded as librarian. However, it

was not truly a public library, as it was restricted to patrons with a membership. It was listed in the
National Register November 15, 2006.

With the opening of Doctors Bruce and Lee Foundation Library in 2005, therfétiovence County
library, located at 319 South Irby Street, was closed, and due to its age and architecture, it was added to
the National Register of Historic Places in 2006. This building was renovated to occupy Turner Padget
Graham & Laney P.A. (Fig®2g During the renovation process, the 1978 addition to the back was
removed restoring the building to the original state. However, a small addition was added to the rear for
elevators and handicapped access. The square footage is now approximately 28§100@ feet.
Historical renovation guidelines were followed to complete the interior and exterior appearance.

Figure2 Former Florence County Library

08/27 /2006

Source: http://static.panoramio.com/photos/original/18738963.jpg

The table below is a listing of all libraries in Florence County, their location and approximate number or
books and computers.
Table22 Libraries

LIBRARY LOCATION BOOKS AND | COMPUTERS?
EBOOKS

Drs. Bruce & Lee Library 509 S. Dargan St., Florence 243,289 159
Johnsonville Public Library 242 S. Georgetown Hwy., Johnsonville 28,520 19
Lake City Public Library 221 E. Main St., Lake City 48,973 34
Olanta Public Library 210 E. Hampton St., Olanta 20,014 19
Pamplico Public Library 100 E. Main St., Pamplico 21,996 22
Timmonsville Public Librar 298 W. Smith St., Timmonsville 20,138 19
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Family History Center 600 Maynard Ave., Florence 150 3
Health Sciences Library McLeod Health 1,000 0
James A. Rogers Library Francis Marion University 409,190 50

Wellman, Inc., Segars anc Florence Darlington Technical College 36,100 Computers
Lake City Reference Librari Labs

Source: Odocation library shff. *Represents an approximation of those available for public use

It is notable that currently there are no libraries in the municipalities of Coward, Scranton, and Quinby.

| 26 SOSNE vdAyoeQa Oft2a8S LINPEAYAG@ adteess toKiBaries.A & 21
Scranton and Coward are less than three and seven miles, respectively, from the Lake City Public Library.
Therefore, all residents in Florence County have adequate library access.

MUSEUMS

Ct 2NBy OS [ 2dzy (e Qand@nthiugiastiOsigipardaitiie fine Rris &rSridesentéd inkan
impressive series of museums, theaters, and a variety of performance venues. This section describes
the museums in our area that have a variety of exhibits and attract a-kaiclge of interest

The War Between the States Museum

I O0O2NRAY3 G2 GKS gSo0aridsS 2F GKS 2N .SisSSy (KS |
YR @GA&A0G YR SELSNASYOS (KS Yl yeé | NEshBéudiwass LA O
founded in Seember 1988 by members of the Pee Dee Rifles and Sons of Confederate Veterans who
possessed Civil War artifacts that they wanted to share with the public. In September 1989, the
museum moved to its present location at 107 South Guerry Street in Florence.

Railroad Museum

The Railroad Museum consists of a restored caboose and boxcar filled with railroad memoiEidia.
museum is located on Railroad Street adjacent to the FlorenceQoiimty Complex and is operated by
the Florence Museum.

The Browntown Museum

The Browntown Museum, located on Highway 341 between Lake City and Johnsonville, displays many
indications of pioneering ingenuity and famelated industry, including a notable cotton gin with
wooden gears, which continued operating through tage 19th century. The site also contains@n

crib, smokehouse, outhouse, and the Bre®arrows Home, built about 1845.

The origin of Browntown can be traced to two brothers, Robert Brown (AIB&6) and William Brown
(17751850), and their families.Their holdings comprised over 8,000 acrébe museum, which was
erected by Three Rivers Historical Society in 1982, was added to the National Register of Historical
Places on June 28, 1982.
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Source Florence County Planning Department

The Florence Museum of Art, Science, and History

C2dzy RSR AY wMdpHn |yR AYyO2NlR2NIYiSR Ay wmdpocI ¢KS Cf

establishedto promote the arts and sciences: to collect, to preserve, and to exhibit objects of historic,
FNIAZGAOT FYR aOASYUGAFTAO AYGSNBAaGT a | Odzf (dzNT f

In 2008, the Florence County Museum Board was established and consistsmanitiers that meet
guarterly. They were given the mission to build a new museum facility. The old museum was located at

A
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new building location at 111 West &res St. in Florence. The facility opened October 11, 2014 and is
almost 30,000 square feet of which approximately 11,000 square feet is exhibit space. The museum was
funded by the Drs. Bruce and Lee Foundation, the State of South Carolina and Florentge Cou

The Florence Museum Board of Trustees consists of 27 members who are appointed by the membership
of the Florence Museum at their annual meeting. Acquisitions and resource allocations are provided by
this Board.

Figure4  The Florence Museum of Art, Science, and History

Source: http://www.florencemuseum.org/press/

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES
The sports facilies and recreational amenities in Florence County provide indoor and outdoor activities
for residents of all ages. Recreational activities include hunting, fishing, boating, canoeing, kayaking,
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biking, and hiking. A variety of sporting activities exisdl arclude golf, basketball, baseball, football,
tennis, soccer, cheerleading, gymnastics, tumbling classes, and skateboarding. Many of these
opportunities are described below.

PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Florence is also home to many parks and retiogaareas. These facilities, some county and
municipality owned, are dispersed through the county and provide many opportunities for Florence
County residents and visitors.

Dr. Eddie Floyd Tennis Center

This center opened in July 2011 and is located300 Jennie @ryan Parkway, Florence. It has 24
asphalt courts and 6 Hydi@rid clay courts. The 5000 sq. ft. activity center includes a lounge area and
student study area in addition to restrooms, locker rooms, meeting and office space. A pro sksmp is a

F@FAflrofSd | ¢2dzNYIFYSyd /FESYRFNI F2NJ 6KS | LILX A Ol o

~Figure5 Dr. Eddie Floyd Tennis Center

Florence County Parks & Leisure Facilities
The following list was developed with assistance from the County of Florence Parks and Recreation
department:

Coward Athletic Park
Located at 3307 US Highway 52 in Coward, this péidrs three baseball/softball fields and a
community building.

Francis Mirion Recreation
Located at 2020 Sandpit Road in Quinby, this park offers four baseball fields, a picnic shelter, a
playground, and a community building.
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Ebenezer Park
Located at 843 South Ebenezer Road in Florence, this park has five tennis colagtgr@upd area, two
picnic shelters, and a softball field.

Friendfield
Located at 8590 Friendfield Road in Effingham, this park has a baseball/softball field.

Greenwood Athletic Park
Located at 2711 Pamplico Highway in Florence, this park featurebdgaball fields, picnic shelter, and
play equipment.

Hickory Hill Park
Located at 221 Azalea Street in Johnsonville, this park has a playground and picnic shelter.

Lake City Community Park
Located at 499 West Main Street, this park features a playgi@rea, picnic shelter, walking trail, and
fishing deck.

Lavern Ard Park
Located at 479 East Sixth Street in Pamplico, this park offers four baseball fields, a picnic shelter, a
playground area, and a community building.

Lynches River County Park

This @rk is located on the banks of Lynches River and features a river swamp with towering cypress
trees as well as sand hills offering a wide variety of vegetation. Its attractions include a playground, river
fishing, canoeing, hiking, nature trails, cabioanoe/kayak rentals, and picnicking. Cabin rentals, tent
camping, or RV camping are available as well.

The park is located two miles off of Highway 52 off West Old #4 Highway in Florence County. The
physical address is 5093 County Park Road, Cowérd, e park also has an 11,000 square foot
community building on its 668 acre location, which is popular for family gatherings, birthday parties,
business meetings, wedding receptions, and other gatherings. This building is located at 5090 County
Park Rod, Coward, SC.
In March of 2008, the park opened an Environmental Discovery Center located at 5094 County Park
Road, Coward, SC. The intent of the center is to provide visitors an understanding of the ecosystems in
the park from the view of the worminth INB dzy R (G2 G(KS O0ANRQAa S&S GASs
at the center include:
1 A tree top canopy walk
1 A back lit topographic map of the park and river system
1 Ability to view live weather data and historical trends measured at different locagoognd
the center
1 Expand your collection of rocks, insects, and other natural specimens by trading with the EDC at
their nature lab trading area
1 The Raven Exhibit software from Cornell Lab of Ornithology allows visitors to explore bird
vocalizations throgh visualization
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1 GPS activities
The park has a Ranger Station located at 1110 Ben Gause Road and a Park Office located at 902 Spine
Road in Coward.

Mars Bluff

Located at 601 Francis Marion Road in Florence, this park has a nature trail, a picnic atdifergolf
course, and a ¥ mile walking trail.

Olanta Athletic Park
Located at 339 Welsh Street in Olanta, this park features two baseball/softball fields and a walking track.

Prospect

Located at 2178 Lake City Highway in Johnsonville, this padakasoftball field.

Prosser Field

Located at 224 North Chives Prosser Park Road in Johnsonville, this park features five baseball/softball
fields, a community building picnic shelter, and a playground area.

St. Luke Park
Located at 539 ChinaberRoad in Pamplico, this park has a softball field and a picnic shelter.

Savannah Grove Athletic Park
Located at 2614 Alligator Road in Effingham, this park offers four baseball/softball fields, a picnic shelter,
a basketball court, a playground, a volleyl court, and a walking track.

403 Athletic Park
Located at 1005 Cale Yarborough Highway in Timmonsville, this park features three baseball/softball
fields, a community building, a picnic shelter, and a playground area.

Quinby Recreation Complex
This 9-acre complex provides a swimming pool, 2 lighted tennis courts, 1 ball field or soccer field,
playground equipment and a covered picnic area. It is located at 100 Mitchell Lane off of Ashby Road in

Quinby.

Brooks McCall Park
Located at 2001 MechanicHeiRd., Florence features a playground, outdoor shelter, and picnic area.

City of Florence Parks & Leisure Facilities
The following information was obtained from the City of Florence Parks and Leisure website and from
staff of the City of Florence Pariad Leisure department.

Barnes Street Activity Center

This center is located at 513 Barnes Street and houses the Recreation Administrative Offices. It has open
gym space, exercise equipment, after school homework center with computer room and actadty sp

for teens and adults.

Freedom Florence Recreation Complex
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Freedom Florence is a 100 acrepltpose recreation facility. The premier facility is designed to host
various state, regional, and national level tournamenitshas 9 lighted baseball/sifall fields, 4 mult

purpose football/soccer fields, an 11,600 square foot Gymnastics Center, a 5 acre lake, picnic areas and
shelters, and walking trailf.is located at 1515 Freedom Boulevard.

Friendship Park
This three acre park has two lightedfthall fields, restrooms, a clubhouse and shelter, and a picnic
area. lItis located at Maynard and Dexter Avenues.

lolaJones Park
This 7.5acre park offers 4 basketball courts, a ball field, and a playground. It is located at Oakland and
Roughfork Strets.

Legion Stadium

This stadium is located off of East Palmetto Street on Stadium Drive with one lighted regulation size
baseball field and one lighted regulation size football field seating for 2500, concession stand and press
box.

Jeffries CreelPark
This 55acre park features nature trails, playgrounds and a picnic area and shelter. It is located between
Edisto Drive and DeBerry Boulevard.

Lester Park
This park, on Dixie Street, includes a skating path, a picnic area and shelter, and a pthygrou

Levy Park
This 13.€acre park has a community center, playground, picnic area, 6 basketball goals, 2 tennis courts,
and lighted softball and football fields. It is located on Pine Street extension.

Lucas Park
This 12acre park highlights naturrails and gardens. In addition to a playground, it also has a picnic
area and two tennis courts. It is located between Park Avenue and Santee Drive.

Maple Park
This four acre park on Alexander Street park has two lighted baseball fields, a commuméty; ee
playground, and two tennis courts.

McLeod Park

This 51.8acre park, located on Santiago Drive, is filled with nature trails, picnic areas, 2 picnic shelters,
restrooms, 5 lighted baseball fields, concession stands, press boxes, 6 basketlsalll §dabdrseshoe

pits, and a skateboard facility.

Northside Park
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This seven acre park has a swimming pool and bathhouse, two lighted baseball fields, concession stand,
restrooms, press box, and walking trail. This park is also home to the Boys an@l@rbof the Pee
Dee. ltis located between Roughfork and Athens Streets.

Northwest Park

This 8.42acre park offers a lighted ball field, concession stand, restrooms, community center for seniors
and children, 7 basketball goals, 2 tennis courts, agotaynd, a picnic area, and a shelter. It is located
on Ingram and Clement Streets.

Rail Trail

The Florence Rail Trail is 14 acres of natural and paved trails along an abandoned rail corridor in West
Florence. It can be accessed from several points aloadrail. The two parking areas, for easy trail

access, are located at Old Ebenezer Road and at McLeod Fitness Center. The four urban trail connectors
are Magnolia Mall, Veterans Park, McLeod Park and Live Oak Park. There are currently plans to expand
the Rail Trail to further enhance the connectivity in the Florence area. Additional information regarding
0KS Ct2NByOS wlkAf ¢NIAf OFry o06S FraaSaaSR 2y (KS /A

Southpark
This 3.5acre park provides a playground, picnic area andtshetkating path, softball field, 2 tennis
courts, and 2 basketball goals. It is located off Woods Drive.

Timrod Park
This 18acre park houses the Parks and Leisure Services Department administrative offices. It has 14
lighted tennis courts, picnic aas, a picnic shelter, a gazebo, gardens, interpretive nature trails, and 2
fithess courses. It is located on Timrod Park Drive in the City of Florence.

_ ”Figure6 ~_Timrod Park

=/

Source: Florence County Planning Department

Veterans Park
This park sits on approximately 6 acres of land donated by the estate of the late R.P. Byrd and S. C. State
House of Representatives Edward L. Young. This park is located adjacent to the Florence Civic Center
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and pays tribute to World War |, WdrWar II, the Korean War, the Vietham War, and the first Persian
Gulf War.

Figure7 Veterans Park

X

Source: Florence County Planning Department

Other Parks and Recreation Areas

In addition to parks and recreation eas that are under City and County jurisdiction, there are
numerous privately owned parks in the Countyn addition to the parks and recreations above, the
table below provides a list of parks operated by the smaller municipalities within the county.

Tale 23 Other Parks and Recreation Areas in Florence County

PARK/RECREATION AREA LOCATION JURISDICTION
Daisy B. Lee Park 1818 US Highway 52, Scranton Town of Scranton
Johnsonville Recree}tlgn Park & 330 Hampton Aenue, Johnsonville City of Johnsonville
Community Building
Johnsonville Tennis Complex 415 Maple Avenue, Johnsonville City of Johnsonville
Pedestrian Bike Trail Main Street, Timmonsville Town of Timmonsvillg
Gregory Finklea Park Corner of Park and Hill Streets, Timmonsy Town of Timmonsvillg
Edgar Simon Memorial Park N. Warren Street, Timmonsville Town of Timmonsvillg
Scranton Nature Park 2019 Church Street, Scranton Town of Scranton

Source: Jurisdiction Staff

CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Florence Count serves as a cultural center for the Pee Dee. We have a wide variety of arts
organizations and cultural offerings, which celebrate our diverse heritage.

Ronald E. McNair Memorial Park

Born in Lake City on October 21, 1950, Dr. Ronald E. McNair wiasiamspecialist aboard thi-fated
ChallengeiSpaceShuttle in 1986A graduate of Carver High School in Lake City, he later attended North
Carolina A&T State University and received a B.S. degree in physics in 1971. He went on to study physics
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at MIT,where he specialized in quantum electronics and laser technology, completing his Ph.D. in 1977.
After completing his Ph.D., he began working as a physicist in California conducting research on electro
optic laser modulation for satellite-satellite spae communications. This research led McNair into
close contact with the space program. When the opportunity presented itself, he applied for astronaut
training. In January 1978, Dr. McNair was selected by NASA to enter the astronaut program. He was one
of the first three African Americans selected. McNair became the second African American in space in
February 1984 by flying on th&hallengerShuttle mission ST&L-B. In 1986, he was on his second
Shuttle flight on theChallenger. A memorial to Ronald BAcNair can be viewed at 346 South Church
Street in Lake City.

Figure8 Ronald E. McNair Memorial

! RONALD E.
McNAIR

Source: http://www.coastalmonuments.com/McNair.html
Frarcis Marion Trail
Currently, there are plans to implement a heritage tourism trail centering on the life of General Francis
Marion. The purpose of the trail is to reveal, preserve, develop, and promote the sites where Francis
Marion lived and fought durinthe Revolutionary War. The trail will encompass at least 10 and possibly
13 counties including Florence and will have 4 large interpretive centers at the 4 major entry points.
There will also be a humber of smaller facilities, kiosks, and many marker¢ar@aeand possibly two
smaller facilities will be located in Florence County. The larger facilities will include a gift shop, exhibits
providing information on General Marion, his men, and his exploits, and likely a small museum and
movie theatre. The imrpretive sites will be accessible by automobile and some sites may eventually be
accessed by foot, bicycle or boat.

Lake City Community Theatre
This community theatre group presents a full length musical production each year in March.

Lake City Corert Series
This group obtains guest artists to perform four concerts a year at Lake City Presbyterian Church.

Florence Civic Center
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Hall and the welbppointed Pee Dee, Waccamaw and Santee Meeting Rooms. It is home to the
Florence Symphony Orchestra, the Pee Dee Cyclones hockey team, and émed-Bhantoms arena

football team. It is the center of entertainment and civic events in the Florence area. The Florence Civic
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Center is a thre¢ime recipient of the Prime Site Award from Facilities Magazine, voted as one of the
top venues in North Amerc

Pee Dee State Farmers Market
A system designed to market commodities along the Eastern Seaboard and beyond. Fresh fruit and
vegetables are sold in season along with many other items. A/d@88ld barn which houses a potter's
shop and café is alsa part of the Market. The grounds also include a greenhouse which contains a
large selection of tropical plants and flowers. It is located at 2513 W. Lucas Street in Florence.

Figure9 Pee Dee State Farmers Market: 100 Y&dd Barn

Source: Florence County Planning Department

Atomic Bomb Crater

On March 11, 1958, an aircraft in route to an overseas base accidentally dropped an unarmed nuclear
weapon on the propest of Walter Gregg in Mars Bluff. While an atomic detonation did not occur with
GKA&a FFOOARSYGlFf 062Y0 RNRBLILAY3IAZ (GKS 02Y0Qa KAIKE @
Gregg and five members of his family, and virtually destroyed his homeboftie created a crater that

was 50 to 70 feet in diameter and 25 to 30 feet deep. However, the crater can still be seen off of
Highway 89 in the northeast part of Florence County, less than a mile from Francis Marion University.
This site is located orripate property.

The Dooley Planetarium at Francis Marion University

The Dooley Planetarium was built in 1978 and is housed at Francis Marion University. It is located on
the second floor of the Cauthen Educational Media Center on campus. The planegsents free

shows for the general public, which simulate the celestial sky.

Florence County School Districts
All districts have strong music and visual arts programming including band, orchestra, chorus and
drama. Concerts and productions are preged several times yearly.

Florence Little Theatre

The Florence Little Theatre, started in 1923 as a volunteer organization, is the oldest cultural

organization in Florence. As a result of pledges and contributions, in 1968, the Florence Little Theatre
built a facility located at 1000 S. Cashua Drive. Later in 2008, the new home for the Florence Little
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Theatre was constructed at 417 S. Dargan Street in the Downtown Arts and Cultural District. The new
theatre is a 35,000 square foot facility that inohsdapproximately 400 seats, incorporating side galleries
that provide box seating. In addition to the numerous shows offered each year, the theatre also offers
The Children's Workshop, an after school program designed to teach children basic theatredgeowl
and runs from September to May concluding with a-ketigth production. Another program the
theatre offers is the Schoolhouse Players, which presents productions throughout the year for children.
The construction of this facility was made possitlieotugh a substantial private gift from the Doctors
Bruce & Lee Foundation, McLeod Health and Florence County. The exterior architecture is similar to the
Doctors Bruce and Lee Foundation Library.

Figurel0 Florence Little Tieatre

Ll

Source: Florence Little Theatre

Francis Marion Performing Arts Center

In 2011, The Francis Marion University Performing Arts Center was constructed at 201 S. Dargan Street
in the DowntownArts and Cultural District. The new facility is 61,000 square feet. Its main elements
include an 84%eat Mainstagevith a fly tower, a 10&eat flexible Black Box space, and an Academic
Wing for the Department of Fine Arts. It is a mpliirpose fadity that enriches the lives of students,
faculty, and members of the community. The Performing Arts Center is an educational facility. The
academic wing is used by the Department of Fine Arts for teaching students and assisting them in
achieving their lghest potential. Its practice rooms and technology lab provide opportunities to explore
the arts and encourage creativity. Students also benefit through interactive use of the mainstage and
performance lab facilities equipped with the latest technologfhe presentation of high quality
programs in the visual and performing arts offers all FMU students the opportunity for cultural
enrichment and critical analysis of ideas expressed through the arts. The exterior of the building
consists of Winnshoro gnite with Georgia White Cherokee marble insets. The construction of this
facility was made possible through a partnership between FMU and the City of Florence and is partially
funded through a substantial private gift from the Doctors Bruce & Lee Fowmdati
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Figurell Francis Marion Performing Arts Center

Source: Florenc€ounty Planning Department

Masterworks Choir

Located in Florence, this 40 member choral group was founded in 1979 and has performesivekgen
across the United States and Europe. They perform two choral concerts of classical music each year at
Central United Methodist Church and are accompanied by an orchestra.

Francis Marion University (FMU) Fine Arts Department

The Fine Arts Departmeat FMU boasts of a Concert Choir, Show Choir, and Jazz Ensemble. The drama
department presents several fdéngth productions each year. In addition, visual arts are on display
year round in the lobby of the Hyman Fine Arts Center. The First Tuesdalfunt presents guest
artists in concert in the Kassab Recital Hall the first Tuesday of each month.

Florence Symphony Orchestra

The Florence Symphony Orchestra is one of the oldest and only remaining volunteer orchestras in the
state. They present for concerts yearly with featured guest soloists. They have also formed a specially
auditioned Youth Orchestra, which rehearses throughout the year and presents two concerts. The
Florence Symphony Orchestra performances are held at the Florence Civéc [Beated at 3300 West

Radio Drive in Florence.

Florence Regional Arts Alliance

The Florence Regional Arts Alliance serves as an umbrella organization for all arts organizations and
individual artists in the area and is dedicated to promoting a vibratge aommunity for Florence
County. It provides information on upcoming events, offers financial assistance through grants and
scholarships, and serves as an advocate for the arts. The Arts Alliance collaborates with municipal
entities, organizations, anthe corporate community to offer a monthly series called Concerts In The
Park, the annual ArtsFest celebration of the visual arts and fine crafts, and the annual Spirit of Florence
July 4 Celebration of Family. The office is currently located at 185 \BAeans Street.

South Carolina Dance Theatre

This50Y SY6 SNJ RIFyOS 0O02YLI yeée LINBaSyida (62 YI 22N LINERdz
GwKlF LJA2Re |yR wKeidKYés gKAOK akKz2gOlasSa | QDI NARSGe
classical balletap, and jazz. It is located at 1001 South Cashua Drive in Florence.
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The Home of Former NASCAR Driver Cale Yarborough

William Caleb Yarborough was born in Timmonsville, South Carolina. He started racing in 1957, with a
goal of becoming a NASCAR st@ale Yarborough is the only NASCAR Winston Cup driver to win three
consecutive championships and has earned 83 Winston Cup victories and 70 pole positions in his career
spanning four decades. His win total place him fifth on theirak list, and his p@ position total is

third highest in NASCAR Winston Cup history. His 14 pole positions in 1980 and five consecutive
victories in 1976 still stand as singleason records. He was inducted into the Motorsports Hall of Fame

in 1993, the National MotorspostPress Association Hall of Fame in 1994 and the Court of Legends at
Charlotte Motor Speedway in 1996 (Town of Timmonsville 150 year Celebration).

FESTIVALS
Day and weekend long festivals celebrating the heritage and diverse culture of our region occur
throughout the year in Florence County¥he major festivals include:

Pecan Festival
This festival is held each November in Downtown Florence. Tdayakvent is packed with activities
for all ages, including vendors of all types, arts and crafts, fudlJive entertainment.

Southern Plant and Flower Festival
This festival is held in April at the Pee Dee State Farmers Market, located at 2513 West Lucas Street in
Florence. This event lasts from Thursday through Sunday.

Pee Dee Fall Plant and Flowerdtigal
This annual festival is held each year in October at the Pee Dee State Farmers Market, located at 2513
West Lucas Street in Florence. Itis a weekiend event.

Tobacco Festival

This twaday event is held each September in Downtown Lake Citycatebrates those men and
women who farm tobacco. The festival includes a street dance, arts and crafts, live entertainment,
tobacco related contests, beauty pageants and a town parade.

Additional events are hosted by other entities in partnership withff@ence County Downtown
Development. They are listed below:

I NIl Q& !-Rrangs3arioraUnigersity Campus)

CivilWar Reenactmefft { ANX¥ A &K | 0 DI YbefCBlamins) | 2 0 St 6 al NOK
Greek Festival (Mayransfiguration Greek Orthodox Church

Eastern Carolm Agricultural Fair (OctobeFlorence Fair Grounds)

International Festival (Octobe€a ! Qa 5246y (i26y t SNF2NXAYy3I | NI Qa
Johnsonville Founders Day Festival (NBagadway Street)

Olanta Gator Festival (Septemb&owntown Olanta)

Patriotic Parade (Sepinber Downtown Florence)

Sankofa Festival (Jul{ weekend Florence)

Coward Harvest Festival (Septemb@oward)

= =4 =4 =4 -4 -8 -8 -8 -89
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EVENTS

In addition to the above listed festivals that occur on a yearly basis, there are also a host of other events
that occur througlout the County. The table below lists many of these events.

Table24 Florence County Events

EVENT LOCATION DATE
Cruisin Downtown Florence Downtown Elorence June
Public Street Festival
Oktoberfest Downtown Florence October
. Last Friday of each month
Flarence After Five Downtown Florence . y
April - October
Southeast & Bluegrass ,
L g Lynches River State Park 1% Saturday of each montH
Association Concerts
Kids Jamboree Florence Civic Center January
Florence Gun Show Florence Civic Cear January
SCHSL Lower State Basketb| .
Florence Civic Center February
Tournament
Pee Dee Spring Carnival Florence Civic Center April
¢tKS pnQa tf Florence Civic Center April
Artfields Lake City April/May
Relay for Life Freedom Florence April/May
Annual South Carolina Senio . . . .
. Francis Marion University May
Sports Classic
/| KAt RNBy Qa i Florence Little Theatre May
Pee Dee Deer Classic Florence Civic Center July
Darlington Car Hauler Festive Florence Civic Center September
Taste of Florece Florence Civic Center October
Treats for Special Kids Florence Civic Center October
Timmonsville Christmas Timmonsville December
Florence Christmas Tree
. Florence County Complex December
Lighting Ceremony
Christmas in the Park Coward December
Chrigmas Tree Lighting Quinby Town Hall 1*' Friday in December

Source: Provided by Venue Personnel
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HISTORIC STRUCTURES AND SITES

Florence County has a wealth of structures with historical significance. There are many churches, public
facilities, sites, ad homes that have recognized historic value. However, this amount of historic
structures may not be surprising given the development and history of Florence Courtsitprg the

Civil War in the mid860s. There are many groups within Florence Couratlyéte active in identifying

and preserving locations that represent important historic properties. Much of the information

contained in this section is taken from the South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office website and
the National Register dflistoric Places. It is included and adapted in places.

W. T. Askins House
This house is associated with William Thomas Askins {1858), a prominent merchant and farmer of
Lake City and lower Florence County, who purchased several lots in and ard&en@ityain the early
1890s. Mr. Askins built and operated five stores downtown, including W.T. Askins and Sons, a general
mercantile business. Mr. Askins also maintained a loading dock at the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad depot
and managed several farms ¢ime outskirts of Lake City. This home was constructed in the 1870s and
has a Folk Victorian architectural style. It is located at 178 South Acline Avenue in Lake City.

Figurel2 W.T. Askins House

Source: Florece County Planning Department
Blooming Grove (Mandevilld&Rogers House)
This home is associated with Frank Mandeville Rogers {188%) who was significant in promoting the
growing of Bright Leaf tobacco in South Carolina. Rogers managed Blooming Graaé&oplarom
about 1910 to 1945 and was one of the first South Carolinians to successfully experiment with growing
and curing Bright Leaf tobacco in the Pee Dee. Rogers influenced other farmers to grow tobacco, and
eventually it surpassed cotton as a casbp. The house was originally constructed circa 1790, and a
two-story addition was added between 1800 and 1820. It is located at the end of Rogers Court in
Florence.

Bonnie Shade

This home, which is considered to be the second oldest house locatech withience City limits, was

built circa 1854 as a wedding gift to Eugenia Pettigrew from her father. Bonnie Shade predates the
incorporation of the City of Florence in 1871. Bonnie Shade has elements of Greek revival architecture.
The structure is alsagnificant for its association with locally prominent individuals. Tradition indicates
that Bonnie Shade was built by James Alexander Pettigrew on land located on the western edge of his
then Darlington County plantation. In 1895 the Bonnie Shade propasged from the Wingate family

to Joseph Woods Brunson and his wife, Jane Melinda Brunson. According to tradition, Jane Brunson
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trees located on the prop#y. It is located at 1439 Cherokee Road in Florence.
Figurel3 Bonnie Shade

Source: Florence County Planning Department
Browntown
This unique collection of buildings is associated with the Brown family who wersusiidfent farmers
that operated their own brick kiln, grist mill, lumber mill, cotton gin, retail and wholesale mercantile
business, and school during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The property contains the 11
remaining Browntown buildings, ihaling the cotton gin building, 3 residences, the school, a tobacco
barn, and several outbuildings. Architecturally, these buildings reflect the building technologies of the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Browntown is located on Highway 341dsetwake City and
Johnsonville.

Christ Episcopal Church

This wooden Episcopal Church was built in 1859 by local carpenters from heart of pine cut from nearby
forests. The land for the church was donated by Dr. Edward Porcher (Shaw 21). It is antexcellen
example of the Gothic Revival style of architecture. The building is cruciform in plan with the vestry
located at the rear of the church. The church is a prime example of the small churches in South Carolina,
which have played an important part in theligious and social life of their surrounding communities.
Families associated with the church included Greggs, Bacots, Ashbys, Harllees, Rogers, and McCalls.
Adjacent to the church is a graveyard that contains burials of many of the original memberseind t
descendants. It is located at 2305 North Williston Road in Florence.

Figurel4 Christ Episcopal Church

Source: Florence County Planning Department

Claussen House
Constructed circa 1830, this one and a Isédiry building has a four column front porch. It was built for
Charles Brown Howard, a planter and merchant. After he died in 1834, his wife married Dr. Robert
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