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Minutes 
Regular Meeting of the Florence County Board of Zoning Appeals  

Tuesday, August 15, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 
County Complex, Council Chambers, Room 803 
180 N. Irby St., Florence, South Carolina 29501 

 
The Florence County Planning Department staff posted the agenda for the meeting on the 
information boards at the main entrance and the back entrance of the County Complex 
and on the information board in the lobby of the Planning and Building Inspection 
Department building. 
 
The following are summary minutes.  The official minutes of this meeting are recorded and can 
be provided on a CD by request through the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
The agenda was also mailed to the media. 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Toney Moore called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
II. Attendance: 

 
Board Members Present: Toney Moore, Chairman 
    Bryant Hollowell,Vice-Chairman 

     Daniel Jackson 
     Kenneth E. McAllister 
     Craig Floyd 

Brian Casey 
 

Board Members Absent: Mack Gettis 
    James Cooper, Jr. 

   
 Staff Present: Mr. J. Shawn Brashear, Interim Planning Manager 
  Mr. Malloy McEachin, County Attorney 

Derrick Singletary, Senior Planner 
Lisa M. Becoat, Secretary 

 
Public Attendance: See sign-in sheet on file at the Florence County Planning 

Department. 
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III. Election of Officers 
 
Mr. Toney Moore, Chairman administered the nomination and opened the floor for votes for 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman.   
 
Motion – Vice-Chairman Mr. Bryant Hollowell made the motion that officers stay as they 
presently are.  There was no objections.  Mr. Daniel Jackson Second the motion / Unanimous 
vote of 6 to 0  for Mr. Toney Moore to remain Chairman and Mr. Bryant Hollowell to remain as 
Vice-Chairman.   
 
IV. Review and motion of the minutes: 
 

• Meeting of September 20, 2016 
 
Motion to approve – Mr. Daniel Jackson / Second – Vice-Chairman Bryant Hollowell / 
Unanimously approved 6 to 0. 
 

V. Public Hearings: 
 

   BZA#2017-01 A variance request by Earl A. Muldrow from requirements of 
Sec. 30-111(7). – Setbacks and Sec. 30-242(1). – Setbacks- 
Corner Lots of the Florence County Code of Ordinances for 
property located at 3638 Tetbury Street, Florence shown on 
Florence County Tax Map No. 07306, Block 01, Parcel 038.  

 
Mr. J. Shawn Brashear presented the staff report to the Board.  Staff recommends approval of the 
request.  (Copy of the staff report available at the Florence County Planning Department) Mr. 
Brashear additionally informed the board that there was one inquiry received regarding the 
posted signs around the property and that letters had gone out to all the adjacent property owners 
regarding the BZA and variance for subject property.  That if the variance is provided, it would 
mean that the homeowners’ property is legally nonconforming.  He further stated that the 
Florence County Engineering Department had also confirmed that if the variance were granted, it 
will not impede the maintenance of the utilities, curb or road and that it was not within a county 
or utility easement 
 
There was brief discussion and questions by the Board of whether the applicant had lost any 
property, which staff indicated he had not.  The homeowner still has plenty of parking in his 
driveway and the street.  The property is just too close to the property line than it should be.  The 
negative effect of granting the variance is the ten(10) percent growth for future additions to the 
home.  Currently, the applicant cannot do anything to the property because it is presently 
nonconforming.  This variance will allow the applicant to have better use of his property, in that 
he can add up to ten(10) percent of the square feet of his home.  But he could not add anything 
on the South end that is close to the property boundaries, he could add on to the other end and 
the back of the house, just not in the setback.  His home is within the property boundaries, it is 
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just too close to the setback.  All notices were posted onto the property and letters sent to the 
adjacent home owners.   
 
There was no public in appearance to speak in favor of, or in opposition of the requested 
variance.  
 
Motion to approve –     Mr. Daniel Jackson made a motion to approve the variance request based 

on the information provided by the applicant, and the recommendation of 
the Zoning Staff and the Engineering Department.  Brian Casey seconded 
the motion.  Unanimously approved with a vote of 6 to 0.   

 
The recommendations and four findings of fact by the Board were as follows: 
 
 a.  There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of  

  property: 
 
Finding:  Applicant’s residential home was constructed within a side setback, causing the 
applicant to have encumbrances on his residential home.   
 
 b.  These conditions do not generally apply to the other property in the vicinity:   
 
Finding:  There are no reports of residential homes on corner lots within the Highgate 
Phase I Subdivision being out of compliance.  
 
 c.  Because of these conditions, the application of the ordinance to the particular piece of  

  property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property; 
  and  

 
Finding:  The encumbrances on the property will impact the home owner’s ability to 
expand or add to his residential home.  The application of the ordinance to this particular 
parcel will restrict the utilization of the property by reducing the home owner’s ability to 
expand/add to the residential home by 10% as a nonconforming structure.  It is uncertain 
if the nonconforming property would prevent the owner from selling the residential home 
but as it presently is, the property is nonconforming.   
 
 d.  The authorization of a variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent property or  

  to the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting of  
  the variance. 

 
Finding:   Adjacent property owners have been notified and information posted in the 
surrounding areas and only one inquiry was received.  Based on the applicant’s 
information.  There will be no site constraints or detriment to adjacent properties. 
Additionally, the current condition of the property does not impact Phase II development 
in Highgate, utility maintenance, road or curb maintenance, and is within a county or 
utility easement.  
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VI.      Other Business: 
 

• Review and Approval of the 2018 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting Calendar 
 
Motion to approve – Mr. Brian Casey / Second – Mr. Bryant Hollowell / Unanimously approved 
6 to 0. 

 
VII.      Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn – Mr. Bryant Hollowell /Second – Mr. Daniel Jackson and Mr. Brian Casey / 
Unanimously approved 6 to 0 / Chairman Toney Moore declared the meeting adjourned at 6:48 
p.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________    
Lisa M. Becoat, Secretary  
 
Approved by: 
 
 
___________________________________________________________     
J. Shawn Brashear, Interim Planning Manager  
 
*These minutes reflect only actions taken and do not represent a true verbatim transcript of the 
meeting. 
 


