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Florence County 
 

Hazard Mitigation Plan  
 

Section Six 
 

MITIGATION GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
 
Introduction 
 
This section of the Florence County Hazard Mitigation Plan describes the goals and 
objectives established by the FCHMPC, and the completed and anticipated actions for 
implementation and maintenance of this plan in an ongoing effort to achieve these goals.  
 
Goals and Objectives for the Mitigation Plan 
 
The FCHMPC has established a number of goals and objectives to guide their work in 
the development of this plan. The goals and objectives help to focus the efforts of the 
groups in the mitigation planning effort to achieve an end result that matches the unique 
needs, capabilities and desires of the participating jurisdictions.  
 
The goals and objectives selected for the planning process are those listed in an 
attachment of this section, in a report entitled “Goals and Objectives”. In this planning 
approach, the goals are established for both the entire planning area and all of the 
participating jurisdictions. FCHMPC has reviewed the current goals and objectives. The 
committee feels these goals and objectives reflect the current needs for Florence 
County. 
 
Using a “Goal-based” Planning Process 
 
The goals established and adopted by the FCHMPC are considered to be broad, general 
guidance that define the long-term direction of the planning.  As indicated in the list of 
goals and objectives attached to this section, each goal statement has one or more 
objectives that provide a more specific framework for actions to be taken. The objectives 
define actions or results that can be placed into measurable and translated into specific 
assignments for implementation by the associated agencies and organizations.  
 
The objectives selected by the FCHMPC are intended to create a specific framework for 
guiding the development of proposed mitigation initiatives for incorporation into the plan.   
Whenever feasible, the planning participants have attempted to associate each 
proposed mitigation initiative with the objective statement the initiative is intended to 
achieve. By associating a mitigation initiative with a specific objective, the proposed 
initiative is also, of course, intended to help achieve the broader goal statement to which 
the objective corresponds.   Proposing mitigation initiatives that are consistent with the 
selected objectives is a principal mechanism for the participants to achieve the stated 
goals of the mitigation planning program.   
 
As the plan is reviewed and updated by the FCHMPC, the goals and objectives are also 
reviewed to ensure they are still applicable to meeting the unique needs, interests and 
desires of the community. 
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Addressing Known Risks and Vulnerabilities 
 
In addition to developing proposed mitigation initiatives to achieve the established goals 
and objectives, an important emphasis of the FCHMPC is to also include proposed 
mitigation initiatives in this plan that will address known vulnerabilities of important 
facilities and neighborhoods to the impacts of future disasters.  Basically, because the 
goals and objectives have been established to make the communities of the planning 
area more “disaster resistant” by reducing known vulnerabilities to future disasters, it is 
important in the plan to document those initiatives that are intended to address identified 
vulnerabilities of facilities, systems and neighborhoods, as well as to strengthen the 
mitigation-related policy framework of the participating jurisdictions.   
 
Mitigation Planning for Critical Facilities 
 
Another indication of this approach to goal-based mitigation planning in the county is that 
critical facilities in the participating jurisdictions have been identified and, when 
applicable, their vulnerabilities to future disasters assessed, as explained in Section 6.  
To date, a number of mitigation initiatives have been proposed that are intended to 
benefit these designated critical facilities. 
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Goals and Objectives for the Local Mitigation Planning 
 

 
OBJECTIVE 

 

 
GOAL 

 

GOAL 1 
Local government will have the capability to develop, implement 
and maintain effective mitigation programs. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
Data and information needed for defining hazards, risk areas and 
vulnerabilities in the community will be obtained. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
The capability to effectively utilize available data and information related to 
mitigation planning and program development will be available. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
The effectiveness of mitigation initiatives implemented in the community 
will be measured and documented. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
There will be a program to derive mitigation “lessons learned” from each 
significant disaster event occurring in or near the community. 

Unchanged 

Objective 5 
Up to date technical skills in mitigation planning and programming will be 
available for the community. 

Unchanged 

GOAL 2 
All sectors of the community will work together to create a disaster 
resistant community by the year 2020. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
A business continuity and recovery program will be established and 
implemented in the community. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Local agencies and organizations will establish specific interagency 
agreements for the development and implementation of mitigation related 
projects and programs 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Local elected governing bodies will promulgate the local mitigation plan and 
support community mitigation programming. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
Outreach programs to gain participation in mitigation programs by business, 
industry, institutions and community groups will be developed and 
implemented. 

Unchanged 

Objective 5 
The community will be periodically updated regarding local efforts in 
mitigation planning and programming. 

Unchanged 

Objective 6 
The community’s public and private sector organizations will partner to 
promote hazard mitigation programming throughout the community. 

Unchanged 

GOAL 3 
The community will have the capability to initiate and sustain 
emergency response operations during and after a disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
Designated evacuation routes will be relocated, retrofitted or modified to 
remain open before, during and after disaster.  

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Designated evacuation shelters will be retrofitted or relocated to ensure 
their operability during and after disaster events. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Emergency services organizations will have the capability to detect 
emergency situations and promptly initiate emergency response operations.  

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
Local emergency services facilities will be retrofitted or relocated to 
withstand the structural impacts of disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 5 
Response capabilities will be available to protect visitors, special needs 
individuals, and the homeless from a disaster’s health and safety impacts. 
 

Unchanged 
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Objective 6 
Shelters or structures for vehicles and equipment needed for emergency 
services operation will be retrofitted or relocated to withstand disaster 
impacts. 

Unchanged 

Objective 7 
Utility and communications systems supporting emergency services 
operations will be retrofitted or relocated to withstand the impacts of 
disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 8 
Vehicle access routes to key health care facilities will be protected from 
blockage as a result of a disaster. 

Unchanged 

GOAL 4 
The continuity of local government operations will not be 
significantly disrupted by disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
Buildings and facilities used for the routine operations of government will be 
retrofitted or relocated to withstand the impacts of disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Community redevelopment plans will be prepared to guide decision-making 
and resource allocation by local government in the aftermath of a disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Important local government records and documents will be protected from 
the impacts of disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
Plans and programs will be available to assist local government employees 
in retrofitting or relocating their homes to ensure their availability during a 
disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 5 
Plans will be developed, and resources identified, to facilitate reestablishing 
local government operations after a disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 6 
Redundant equipment, facilities, and/or supplies will be obtained to 
facilitate reestablishing local government operations after a disaster. 

Unchanged 

GOAL 5 
The health, safety and welfare of the community’s residents and 
visitors will not be threatened by disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 Adequate systems for notifying the public at risk and providing emergency 
instruction during a disaster will be available in all identified hazard areas. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Effective structural measures will be developed to protect residential areas 
from the physical impacts of disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Facilities in the community posing an extra health or safety risk when 
damaged or disrupted will be made less vulnerable to the impacts of a 
disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
Public and private medical and health care facilities in the community will be 
retrofitted or relocated to withstand the impacts of disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 5 
Residential structures will be removed or relocated from defined hazard 
areas. 

Unchanged 

Objective 6 
Residential structures will be retrofitted to withstand the physical impacts of 
disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 7 
Safety devices on transportation networks will not fail because of a disaster. 
 

Unchanged 

Objective 8 
Structures, facilities and systems serving visitors to the community will be 
prepared to meet their immediate health and safety needs. 

Unchanged 

Objective 9 

There will be adequate resources, equipment and supplies to meet victims’ 
health and safety needs after a disaster. 

 

 

Unchanged 
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GOAL 6 
The policies and regulations of local government will support 
effective hazard mitigation programming throughout the 
community. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
All reconstruction or rehabilitation of local government facilities will 
incorporate techniques to minimize the physical or operational vulnerability 
to disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Land use policies, plans and regulations will discourage or prohibit 
inappropriate location of structures or infrastructure components in areas 
of higher risk. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Local government will ensure that hazard mitigation needs and programs 
are given appropriate emphasis in resource allocation and decision-making. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
Local governments will establish and enforce building and land development 
codes that are effective in addressing the hazards threatening the 
community. 

Unchanged 

Objective 5 
Local governments will protect high hazard natural areas from new or 
continuing development. 

Unchanged 

Objective 6 
Local jurisdictions will participate fully in the National Flood Insurance 
Program and the associated Community Rating. 

Unchanged 

Objective 7 
New local government facilities will be located outside of hazard areas 
and/or will be designed to not be vulnerable to the impacts of such hazards. 

Unchanged 

Objective 8 
Reconstruction and rehabilitation of structures and utilities in the 
community will incorporate appropriate hazard mitigation techniques. 

Unchanged 

Objective 9 
Regulations will be established and enforced to ensure that public and 
private property maintenance is consistent with minimizing vulnerabilities to 
disaster.  

Unchanged 

GOAL 7 
Residents of the community will have homes, institutions and places 
of employment that are not vulnerable to disasters. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
Economic incentive programs for the general public, businesses and industry 
to implement structural and non-structural mitigation measures will be 
established. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Local government will support key employers in the community in the 
implementation of mitigation measures for their facilities and systems. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Programs for removal, relocation or retrofitting of vulnerable structures and 
utilities in hazard areas will be established and implemented. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
The vulnerability to disasters of schools, libraries, museums, and other 
institutions important to the daily lives of the community will be minimized. 

Unchanged 

GOAL 8 
The economic vitality of the community will not be threatened by a 
disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
Components of the infrastructure needed by the community’s businesses 
and industries will be protected from the impacts of disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Local government emergency response and disaster recovery plans will 
appropriately consider the needs of key employers in the community. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Local government will encourage community businesses and industries to 
make their facilities and operations disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
Local government will establish programs, facilities and resources to support 
business resumption activities by impacted local businesses and industry. 

Unchanged 
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Objective 5 
Local government will implement programs to address public perceptions of 
community condition and functioning in the aftermath of a disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 6 
Local government will strive to diversify the employment base of the 
community. 

Unchanged 

GOAL 9 
The availability and functioning of the community’s infrastructure 
will not be significantly disrupted by a disaster here. 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
Local governments will encourage hazard mitigation programming by 
private sector organizations owning or operating key community utilities. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Routine maintenance of the community’s infrastructure will be done to 
minimize the potential for system failure because of or during a disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Sources of energy normally used by the community will not be 
unwarrantedly vulnerable to the impacts of a disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
The telecommunications systems and facilities serving the community will 
not be unwarrantedly vulnerable to the impacts of a disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 5 
Transportation facilities and systems serving the community will be 
constructed and/or retrofitted to minimize the potential for disruption 
during a disaster. 

Unchanged 

Objective 6 
Water and sewer services in the community will not fail because of a 
disaster. 

Unchanged 

GOAL 10 
All members of the community will understand the hazards 
threatening local areas and the techniques to minimize vulnerability 
to those hazards 

Unchanged 

Objective 1 
All interested individuals will be encouraged to participate in hazard 
mitigation planning and training activities. 

Unchanged 

Objective 2 
Education programs in risk communication and hazard mitigation will be 
established and implemented. 

Unchanged 

Objective 3 
Managers of public facilities will be knowledgeable in hazard mitigation 
techniques and the components of the community’s mitigation plan. 

Unchanged 

Objective 4 
Technical training in mitigation planning and programming will be given to 
appropriate local government employees. 

Unchanged 

Objective 5 
The owners and operators of businesses and industries in the community 
will be knowledgeable in appropriate hazard mitigation techniques. 

Unchanged 

Objective 6 
The public living or working in defined hazard areas will be aware of that 
fact, understand their vulnerability and know appropriate mitigation 
techniques. 

Unchanged 

Objective 7 
The public will have facilitated access to information needed to understand 
their vulnerability to disasters and effective mitigation techniques. 

Unchanged 

 


