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EMERGENCY TELECONFERENCE MEETING OF THE 

FLORENCE COUNTY COUNCIL, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2017, 

8:00 A.M., COUNTY COMPLEX, COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM, 

ROOM 804, 180 N. IRBY STREET, FLORENCE, SOUTH 

CAROLINA 
 

 

PRESENT: 

Kent C. Caudle, Chairman 

Willard Dorriety, Jr., Vice Chairman 

Mitchell Kirby, Council Member (Via Teleconference) 

James T. Schofield, Council Member (Via Teleconference) 

Roger M. Poston, Council Member (Via Teleconference) 

Jason M. Springs, Council Member (Via Teleconference) 

H. Steven DeBerry, IV, Council Member 

K. G. Rusty Smith, Jr., County Administrator 

D. Malloy McEachin, Jr., County Attorney 

Connie Y. Haselden, Clerk to Council 

 

 

ABSENT: 

Waymon Mumford, Secretary-Chaplain 

Alphonso Bradley, Council Member 

 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Kevin V. Yokim, Finance Director 

Dusty Owens, Emergency Management Department Director 

Bill Griffenberg, CIO 

Patrick Ward, IT Web Designer 

Kiahnna Patterson, WBTW TV13 News Reporter 

 

 

 

Pursuant to South Carolina Code of Laws 1976, as amended, Section 30-4-80, an 

emergency teleconference of County Council was held on September 8, 2017, the notice 

of the meeting was posted at the County Complex, provided to members of the media, 

members of the public requesting copies, provided for posting at the Doctors Bruce and 

Lee Foundation Public Library, all branch libraries and on the County’s website. 
 

 

Chairman Caudle called the meeting to order. Vice Chairman Dorriety provided the 

Invocation and Councilman DeBerry led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. 
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The Chairman stated the purpose of the meeting was to consider an Emergency 

Proclamation: A Proclamation For Declaration Of A State Of Emergency in Florence 

County Due To Hurricane Irma. The Clerk published the Emergency Proclamation in its 

entirety. Councilman Dorriety made a motion Council approve the Emergency 

Proclamation. Councilman DeBerry seconded the motion. Chairman Caudle reiterated 

that the Proclamation states if they deem it necessary and although the projected path of 

the Hurricane has changed since the meeting was called, it was his opinion that this was 

still a good authority to allow the Administrator, Emergency Management and Sheriff’s 

Department to use their best judgement. Emergency Management Department Director 

Dusty Owens provided an update on the current status of Hurricane Irma and the 

potential impact to Florence County and surrounding areas. The most recent update 

indicated the Hurricane would move further to the west, but he cautioned that this change 

did not mean that Florence County was no longer under a threat. A change of one or two 

degrees in the storm could make a huge variance and put the eye of the storm either being 

in Georgia or South Carolina so even a minor change in the storm could change the 

impact area. In addition to the shift of the storm to the left, the arrival of hurricane force 

winds also changed. Prior to the most recent update, it was anticipated that tropical force 

storm winds would arrive in our area late Monday evening; however it appeared that 

those winds might not impact the Florence area until Tuesday. So it appeared, based on 

the most recent forecast, that the wind could be reduced and coming later. There did, 

however, seem to be more rain forecast. Mr. Owens stated more changes could be 

anticipated as the storm progressed. One of the factors altering the storm was a very large 

high pressure system roughly centered over Bermuda that had increased in size, which 

was preventing the storm from making the turn to a more northeastern track. Mr. Owens 

stated the County was prepared as well as it could be at this point and was coordinating 

with all necessary agencies to ensure a collaborative effort was in place to handle the 

effects of the storm. County Administrator K. G. Rusty Smith, Jr. stated this was a 

precautionary measure to protect the lives and property of the citizens but he wanted to 

ensure this measure included the authority to issue closure notices if it was deemed 

necessary. The consensus of Council and the County Attorney Malloy McEachin was that 

it did provide that authority. The proclamation was approved unanimously. Chairman 

Caudle submitted a Proxy for Councilman Mumford. The Proxy was a ‘Yes’ vote on the 

question of approval of the Proclamation. (A copy of the Proxy is attached and 

incorporated by reference.) 
 

 

There being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Dorriety made a 

motion to adjourn. Councilman DeBerry seconded the motion, which was approved 

unanimously. 
 

 

COUNCIL MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:13 A.M. 
 


