December 5, 2019
The Honorable Ajit Pai
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554
Dear Chairman Pai:
The Fiber Broadband Association (FBA) commends you on announcing a new universal
service fund to bring 5G mobile wireless connectivity to hard-to-serve areas. We agree with you
that rural Americans should enjoy the benefits of 5G technology just as urban residents will and
that “the Universal Service Fund must be forward-looking and support the networks of
tomorrow.”1 Not only will this fund ensure that 5G mobile service reaches across the country,
but because fiber connectivity is essential for 5G, it will accelerate the deployment of fiber to
rural areas, enhancing high-performance broadband connectivity for other purposes, including
Internet access, IoT services, and smart community applications. Additionally, once mobile 5G
service is deployed, residents in these areas will almost certainly have access to fixed 5G service,
which already is being offered at 300+ Mbps speeds.2
Your announcement of the new 5G Fund highlights the need to ensure that in adopting
rules for the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF),3 the Commission also takes a forwardlooking view and supports networks that will be fundamental communications infrastructure for
our future. As you and others have explained, two network technologies will drive our 21st
Century communications infrastructure: fiber and 5G.4 And in numerous respects, fiber is the
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more fundamental, connecting 5G sites, residences, businesses, institutions, IoT devices, smart
city infrastructure, and much more.5 Yet, the RDOF potentially may result in the deployment of
networks providing lower-performance fixed broadband service to unserved, eligible areas for
the next decade.6 That would be a wasted opportunity. Further, it would be wasteful for the
government to use the RDOF to invest in lower-performance networks when, with private or
government-supported 5G deployments, many, if not most, of these same areas will get within a
matter of years much higher-performance fixed 5G service, although not as high-performance as
direct fiber connectivity.
As you have noted in your many speeches and statements, the Commission is fully
committed to bridging the digital divide,7 and with the 5G Fund, you are taking a major step in
that direction. The RDOF, if properly implemented, also would make an enormous contribution
toward bringing high-performance broadband to all Americans. FBA urges the Commission to
seize the opportunity with the RDOF and ensure it supports tomorrow’s infrastructure.8
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As it considers adopting rules for the RDOF, FBA encourages the Commission to review the December 3,
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