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The Farming Revolution *12,000 years ago 
Triggered a change in society and the way that people 
lived 

● called the “neolithic revolution” 
● neolithic- traditional hunter gatherer lifestyle 

 
Result of agriculture: 

● permanent settlements 
● reliable food supply  
● cities and civilizations grew 
● farms and animal could be farmed to meet demand 
● global population rocketed 

○ 5 million 10,000 years ago to more than 7 
billion today 

 
Thought to happen in near east because climate change at 
last ice age brought seasonal conditions that favored 
annual plants like wild cereals (contain gluten) 
 
In East Asia, increased pressure on natural resources may 
have forced people to find homegrown solutions  

Plant Domestication *Crops such as wheat, barley, and peas are traced to near 
east regions 
Cereals grown in Syria as long as 9,000 years ago 
Figs cultivated in Jordan Valley some 11,300 years ago 
 
Transition from wild harvesting was gradual and marked 
the appearance of early neolithic villages and homes 
equipped for farming  
 
Origins of rice and millet farming found in China in the 
same neolithic period 
Oldest known rice paddy fields reveal evidence of ancient 
cultivation techniques such as flood and fire control 
 
Squash cultivated in Mexico 10,000 years ago but corn 
had to wait until genetic mutations took place about 
5,000 years later 
 
Corn reached North America later where cultivated 
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sunflowers also started to bloom about 5,000 years ago 
 
Potato growing in Andes region of South America also 
began about 5,000 years ago  

Farmed Animals Domestication of animals range between 13,000 to 
10,000 years ago  
 
The fertile crescent kick started neolithic revolution  
Cattle, goats, sheep and pigs all traced back to the Fertile 
Crescent, covered eastern Turkey, Iraq, and southwestern 
Iran 
 
Goats and other livestock accompanied westward spread 
of agriculture into Europe and helped to revolutionize 
Stone Age society 

 


