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Systemic Inequity in New Orleans 
GUIDANCE 

 
The Data Center is commissioning a series of essays focused on systemic inequity in New Orleans, and 

its adverse effects for not only individuals, but the region as a whole. This collection will facilitate a 

common understanding of the historical context and contemporary mechanisms undergirding today’s 

disparities. These essays should examine specific systems, normative practices, policies, and 

behaviors and their relationships to historical and contemporary inequities that have created and 

sustained social and economic vulnerabilities for some and/or advantages for others in New Orleans. 

 

This collection is expected to inform decisions around restructuring the economy, funding priorities, 

and the future functioning of key systems in New Orleans.  

 

To ensure a clear and shared approach to the analysis, what follows are guidelines to provide a 

common format throughout the essays. 

 

ESSAY ELEMENTS 
 

In general, each essay will systematically document the systems that are currently contributing to 

inequities and examine their historical antecedents to inform future actions that will move the city 

and metro area, with deliberateness, toward more inclusivity, equity, and prosperity. 

 

We encourage authors to consult with a wide number of stakeholders in preparing their essays to 

ensure that the analysis and set of recommendations represent a balanced understanding of the 

topic and the most important steps for furthering progress. 

 

Each essay should be approximately 5,000 words, and include standard scholarly apparatuses, 

including endnotes (rather than footnotes) conforming to APA style. The Data Center’s charge 

requires neutrality. We have also found it to be the most effective way to maintain a voice that can 

be trusted by all in the community yet remain compelling. As a result, we suggest authors take care to 

maintain a neutral, jargon-free tone throughout each essay. The Data Center staff will be available to 

provide guidance on what is meant by a neutral, compelling tone, as needed. 
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It is important that the structure of the final publications be the same across the essays; thus, 

adherence to the following outline is critical as you prepare your draft. 

 

I. Introduction 

Introduce and situate the issue, explaining the current systemic inequities and emphasizing why 

addressing the problem is uniquely important to the long-term prosperity of New Orleans. 

 

II. History of the challenge 
Briefly establish the historical nature of the systemic inequity, highlighting any key time periods, 

actors, processes, legislation, and/or policies that have markedly shaped the current system(s) 

and inequities. 

 

III. Current inequities 

Given that historical context, provide quantitative data or indicators that depict the magnitude 

of current inequities and how they are produced or reinforced through systems today. Highlight 

the major developments (both positive and negative) in this area in recent years. We want to 

provide a balanced assessment of the system(s). Describe the role of key policies and actors 

(e.g., federal, state, local, civic, citizen, philanthropy). In this section, be sure to include 

indicators that can be used to measure future progress. 

 

IV. Implications for future policy and actions 

Offer recommendations consisting of the 3-5 most important steps and/or reforms that can be 

taken by key leaders to reduce obstacles and ensure greater opportunities for all. Consider the 

role of state and local policies and other key leaders and the public. Authors’ recommendations 

for improving outcomes from systems should be based on evidence of efficacy in other similar 

communities. 

 

V. Conclusion 

Reiterate, in a paragraph, why the issue matters and the importance of acting on the 

abovementioned recommendations. 

 

Also, feel free to use graphics or sidebars (e.g., trend graphics, timeline of key 

developments, sidebars of vignettes) in the essay. 
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TIMELINE 

 

First drafts are due Monday, November 9, 2020. 

 

• There will be an internal review process for all essays.  

• We will also ask that you have your essay reviewed by at least two peers of your choosing (not 

a blind review process).  

• Also, we will ask that you have your essay reviewed by 2-4 stakeholder/practitioners for which 

The Data Center will provide suggestions.  

 

Final drafts are due Monday, January 25, 2021. 

 

SUBMISSION 

 

Please email your draft essays to Katrina Andry at SystemicInequity@datacenterresearch.org.  

  

mailto:SystemicInequity@datacenterresearch.org
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ESSAY CONTRIBUTION CHECKLIST 

 

First drafts are due November 9, 2020 

 Uses and incorporates empirical data, not just theory or logic. For examples of final papers, 

see:  

• The Prosperity Index Collection  

• Other Data Center research 

 

 Stays within 5,000 words. 

 

 Conforms to APA style and includes standard scholarly apparatuses, including endnotes and 

references. 

 

 The Data Center review: November 9 – December 14, 2020 

 

 Stakeholder/peer review: November 9 – December 14, 2020 

 

Final drafts are due January 25, 2021 

 

 Incorporates insights gleaned from a wide number of stakeholders, ensuring that the 

analysis and recommendations represent a balanced understanding of the topic and the 

most important steps for furthering progress. Please provide copies of peer and 

stakeholder reviewer comments when you submit your final draft. 

 

 Has been thoroughly reviewed and revised. 

 

 Ties to the themes of equity and systemic disparities in New Orleans. 

 

 Summarizes the historical AND current conditions from which progress and future 

implications can be assessed. 

 

 Includes quantitative data or indicators that depict the magnitude of recent inequities. 

 

 Closes with recommendations consisting of 3-5 most important steps and/or reforms that 

can be taken by key leaders to address disparities, reduce obstacles, and ensure greater 

opportunities for all in New Orleans. 

 

https://www.datacenterresearch.org/prosperity-index-essay-collection/
http://www.datacenterresearch.org/research-and-analysis/
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 Stays within 5,000 words. 

 

 Uses endnotes (rather than footnotes) conforming to APA style. 

EXAMPLE EMAIL TO PEER/STAKEHOLDER REVIEWER 

 

The objective is for each scholar to consult with a wide number of stakeholders in preparing each 

essay to ensure that the analysis and set of recommendations represent a balanced understanding of 

the topic and the most important steps for furthering progress. 

 

Dear [Person’s name], 

 

I have been selected to contribute an original essay to The Data Center’s collection on Systemic 

Inequity in New Orleans, which will be published starting in March 2021. I have been asked to have 

peers/stakeholders review the essay in its entirety to ensure that the analysis and set of 

recommendations represent a balanced understanding of the topic and the most important steps for 

furthering progress. 

 

I am writing to see if you are willing to review the essay and provide feedback by December 14, 2020. 

If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible. If you do not have time to do this, would 

you be willing to suggest another reviewer with their affiliations and email address? 

 

If you have any questions about this process, please feel free to contact me. I greatly appreciate your 

assistance. 

 

Warm regards, 

[Your name] 
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