
Peer and Stakeholder Review 
Peers are experts who can critique your data analysis and methods and surface any limitations 
or lapses in logic.  The intent is to find critical peers who can surface any issues, so that you can 
address or resolve those issues before the paper is published.  That way, your paper can better 
stand up to media critique. 
 
Stakeholders are local leaders and practitioners who can assess the feasibility of your 
recommendations and point to any recommendations that may be missing or incomplete. 
Reviewing your draft paper may be the only time key stakeholders are exposed to your 
recommendations.  Stakeholders often include (among others) the actual leaders who you 
recommend take a specific action (but have not yet).  We are interested in surfacing these 
leaders’ objections before we publish your paper, so that their objections can be addressed.  
 
Importantly, The Data Center does not give peers or stakeholders editorial authority over your 
paper. Accuracy and rigor are our standards for publication.  Gaining awareness of any 
objections to recommendations can prepare authors for defending those recommendations 
against those objections. 
 
Email to authors re: peer review------------------------------------------------------------ 
Scholars, 
We are excited to be receiving your essays. We've received most of them, and look forward to 
receiving the rest today!   
 
As you know, we would like for you to identify at least two peers who could review your essay 
for you.  (We'll send you a separate email with names of stakeholders whom we'd like you to 
have review your essay.) 
 
About the peer review: 

1. Please shoot us an email with the names and institutions of the two+ peers you are 
sending your essay to. 

2. You can email your peers your essay as soon as you are able, and supply an email such 
as the below. 

Dear , 
I have been selected to contribute an original essay to The Data Center’s collection on Systemic 
Inequality in New Orleans, which will be published starting in March 2021. I have been asked to 
have peers/stakeholders review the essay in its entirety to ensure that the analysis and set of 
recommendations represent a balanced understanding of the topic and the most important 
steps for furthering progress. 
I am writing to see if you are willing to review the essay and provide feedback by December 14, 
2020. If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible. If you do not have time to 
do this, would you be willing to suggest another reviewer with their affiliations and email 
address? 



If you have any questions about this process, please feel free to contact me. I greatly appreciate 
your assistance. 
 
Warm regards, 
[Your name] 
 
 
Email to authors re: stakeholder review 
Scholars, 
As promised we are following up with the names of stakeholders we would like you to have 
review your essay.  The specific stakeholders we have in mind are: 
 
 
 
You can email these stakeholders as soon as you are able, and supply an email such as the 
below. Please be sure to copy both Lamar and me on your emails, so that we might help to 
reinforce your requested review.   
 
Dear , 
I have been selected to contribute an original essay to The Data Center’s collection on Systemic 
Inequality in New Orleans, which will be published starting in March 2021. I have been asked to 
have stakeholders review the essay to ensure that the analysis and set of recommendations 
represent a balanced understanding of the topic and the most important steps for furthering 
progress. 
I am writing to see if you are willing to review the essay and provide feedback by December 14, 
2020. If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible. If you do not have time to 
do this, would you be willing to suggest another reviewer at your organization and their email 
address? 
If you have any questions about this process, please feel free to contact me. I greatly appreciate 
your assistance. 
 
Warm regards, 
[Your name] 
 
 
 


