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“My time as a
Digital Fellow

opened my
eyes to new
possibilities
and instilled

in me the
confidence to
step outside
my comfort

zone.”

GCDI Alum Experience

My experience as a Digital Fellow enabled me to
complete my PhD and land my current job. The GC
Digital Initiatives community encouraged me to
explore new ways of researching and teaching the
humanities, as well as provided me with the space
and support to learn new digital skills. Moreover, as a
GC Digital Fellow, I organized and led high-profile
events like the GC Digital Research Institute, the
Digital Humanities Research Institute, and the GC
Digital Showcase. I even had the pleasure of
collaborating with and mentoring other graduate
students, through which I built sustaining and enduring
friendships. The multi-year funding given to me was
absolutely crucial to letting me devote time and
energy towards researching, writing, and defending
my dissertation. Not only did these opportunities
make me grow as a researcher and teacher, but they
also taught me crucial transferable skills like project
management, teamwork, and clear communication,
which help me succeed today. As a Technical Writer,
I make complex software concepts easier to
understand, a skill I honed as a Digital Fellow. Early in
my PhD, I doubted my ability to transition from the
academic humanities to tech. However, my time as a
GC Digital Fellow opened my eyes to new
possibilities and instilled in me the confidence to step
outside my comfort zone. Looking back, I'm extremely
grateful for how the Digital Fellows program shaped
my career path and personal growth.

-Param Ajmera
Former GC Digital Fellow

Technical Writer at Hearsay Systems
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Founded in 2012, GC Digital
Initiatives is a constellation of
leading scholars, technologists,
pedagogues, and students
interested in using and
developing digital tools and
projects and forging new forms
of scholarship. GCDI’s twelve
years of impact can be seen
throughout the GC, across
CUNY campuses, nationally,
and internationally.  More
broadly, higher education
institutions, scholars, and
students benefit from our
projects, training, grants,
resources, and outreach. 

The following 2023-2024
report highlights key activities
and contributions GCDI makes
to digital scholarship locally,
nationally, and abroad through
student projects, curricula,
resources, local grant
programs, and national events.

Advancing Graduate
Education and Research2
Class visits, workshops, local institute,
consultations, digital resources

Fostering Interdisciplinary
Communities 3
Fellowships, working groups, events

Open educational resources,
national wide institutes,
outreach

Engaging with CUNY
and Wider Public4

GC Digital Initiatives1
Mission, team, highlights



GCDI creates programming and resources that are accessible
to students, faculty, and staff across disciplines and
programs. Programming includes workshops, consultations,
working groups, and research institutes. Funding opportunities
like the Provost’s Digital Innovation Grants provide support for
students to pursue new forms of digital scholarship.

GC DIGITIAL INITIATIVES

Our events bring into conversation interdisciplinary researchers,
practitioners, and learners from across GC programs and CUNY
campuses. The GC Digital Fellows, Social Media Fellows, and
Manifold Graduate Fellows, offer students valuable professional
development training. 

GCDI creates community around innovation that engages with,
employs, and critiques emergent digital technologies,
encouraging scholarship that re-imagines the future of
research and teaching. Hosting local conversations among
CUNY undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, and staff,
GCDI provides a place to be inspired to push disciplinary
boundaries. The publishing platforms we develop for Open
Educational Resources, such Manifold Scholarship, CUNY
Academic Commons and DHRIFT, are nationally-recognized.

Advancing Graduate Education and Research

Fostering Interdisciplinary Communities 

Leading Through Innovation

Graduate Center Digital Initiatives (GCDI) builds and sustains an active
community around the shared idea of a “Digital GC,” where scholars and
technologists explore new modes of inquiry that integrate digital tools and
methods into the research, teaching, and service missions of the institution.

Mission



M A T T H E W  K .   G O L D
D I R E C T O R

L I S A  R H O D Y
D E P U T Y  D I R E C T O R

R O B I N  M I L L E R
E D U C A T I O N A L

T E C H N O L O G I S T

GCDI LEADERSHIP & FACULTY

R A F A E L  D A V I S  
P O R T E L A
H I S T O R Y

DATA VISUALIZATION 
PROGRAM

N I C O L E  C O T E
E N G L I S H

DIGITAL HUMANITIES
PROGRAM

ADVISING FELLOWS

GCDI PROGRAM
COORDINATOR

S T E F A N O S  M I L K I D I S
E A R T H  &

E N V I R O N M E N T A L
S C I E N C E S

GCDI is led by a team of faculty, staff, and students.
The students work in fellowship positions that
contribute to their professional development. The
fellow programs are  selective, employment-based
graduate assistantships that allow the participants
to develop different digital and academic skills. 

2023-2024 FELLOWS
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Highlights 
Since 2012 GC Digital Initiatives has created opportunities at the

Graduate Center and advanced digital scholarship in CUNY at large

This year GCDI organized more than 30 events. Over 300 graduate
students from more than 20 programs participated in GCDI activities,
such as the GC Digital Research Institute, user groups, consultations,
and workshops hosted by the GC Digital Fellows. Our Summer Python
Intensive received applications from 139 students and faculty from the
GC and the ASRC within 48 hours of being announced. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ANNUAL  REPORT 2023-2024
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FUNDING

GCDI raised over $250,000 in additional external funding during
2023-2024. These funds supported student employment through
fellowships, postdocs, and educational programming in digital
project design and undergraduate training in technology skills.
and resulted in the creation of knowledge for the public good at
local and national levels.  



ADVANCING GRADUATE
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH



CLASS VISITS

We receive invitations to visit classes to talk about digital methods. This
year, Digital Fellow Rebecca Krisel visited a class of Ethnomusicology
and discussed best practices for conducting ethical digital ethnography.   

Digital Fellow Sam O’Hana visited the liberal studies seminar on public
scholarship to discuss methods of enhancing research with digital
humanities tools, and to offer consultation on the students' projects. The
students had wide-ranging interests which spanned disciplines as well as
generational interests. The visit was a good way to share the latest
digital tools, but was also a useful opportunity to learn more about the
needs of current graduate students.

“Your overview was helpful, your highlighting of specific
events and services was relevant and clear, and your
responses to specific questions posed by the students was
excellent and prompted further discussion in our session.
Really, a most helpful session, thank you!” 

Prof. Naomi Stubbs, Liberal Studies 
CUNY Graduate Center & LaGuardia Community College 

GC Digital Initiatives offers learning opportunities for the entire GC
community, including workshops on digital skills, class visits, and the GC
Digital Research Institute. Additionally, the GC Digital Fellows offer
individual consultations and develop tutorials and resources.

DIGITALPEDAGOGY & CO-LEARNING



WORKSHOPS14
WORKSHOPS

ACROSS 
THE YEAR  Workshops on topics ranging from building digital archives

to data collection, cleaning, analysis, and visualization are
at the center of GC Digital Fellows’ efforts. This year GCDI
offered fourteen workshops during the academic
semesters, and led intensive workshops on Python through
Summer 2024.

CREATING MAPS IN QGIS

BEGINNING GAME DESIGN WITH PYTHON

THINK LIKE A CODER: 
INTRODUCTION TO ALGORITHMS

SO YOU WANT TO BUILD A DIGITAL ARCHIVE?

CHATGPT, FRIEND OR FOE?

CREATING A DIGITAL ARCHIVE USING CUNY
ACADEMIC COMMONS

INTRO TO PYTHON, PART 2

WHAT YOU CAN MAKE WITH RASPBERRY PI

R YOU READY: INTRO TO R

INTRO TO PYTHON

CONFESSIONS OF A DIGITAL HOARDER

INTRO TO GIS

INTRO TO HTML/CSS

TOOLS OF DIGITAL HUMANITIES

5
SUMMER
PYTHON

WORKSHOPS



My time as a Digital Fellow has been truly wonderful! I have had the
chance to use my existing technical skills, while also gaining
valuable experience leading workshops, doing consultations,
running the Python User Group (PUG), and performing
administrative or logistical tasks. I led a Python workshop and
another on algorithms for programming that was more abstract,
and not language-specific. I also lead PUG meetings, which are
open to users of any level. The sessions focused on solving
algorithmic and coding questions collaboratively and encouraged
attendees to work together towards a solution.

In  one-on-one consultations, I learned that even without technical
knowledge of every kind of digital tool, one can still provide helpful
feedback and guidance on a project. I also found consultations to
be particularly rewarding, since students were genuinely grateful
for the assistance.

I found the way that the team of fellows worked together to be
unique–there was no hierarchy among fellows, and we constantly
rotated who led our weekly meeting. In this way, collaboration and
consensus were constantly emphasized. Lastly, I was able to work on
and see how the application and interview process works from “the
other side,” by helping with the applications and interviews for both
the GC Digital Research Institute and next year’s cohort of Digital
Fellows.

While I am happy to be done with my dissertation and to graduate
this semester, I am sad that it means that my time as a Digital Fellow
must come to an end. I will always look back fondly on this
experience, and I am so grateful to Lisa and all of my fellow fellows
for making it such a great year!

-Gregory Hartmann 

Expanding Experience 
M E E T  G R E G ,  A  P H . D .  C A N D I D A T E  I N  M U S I C  

A N D  D I G I T A L  F E L L O W  
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This year’s DRI offered 25 seats for participants representing 14
different master’s and PhD programs.

20

# OF
PROGRAMS
SUBMITTING

APPLICATIONS

Python Simulations

Command Line

Data Literacies

HTML/CSS Data Cleaning

Text Analysis

9TH
DRI EDITION

14 HOURS
SYNCHRONOUS INSTRUCTION 

DIGITAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

For 8 years, the Digital Research Institute (DRI) has guided GC
students and faculty with minimal computing experience as they
developed technical skills to enhance their research and teaching
projects. Based on a nationally-recognized curricula developed
for GC students as a core audience, the DRI receives rave reviews
from participants.  Alumni of the institute credit it as a
transformative experience.

23
TOTAL # OF

PARTICIPANTS 

14

# OF
PROGRAMS

REPRESENTED
AT GC DRI

D R I  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  C O H O R T

During 14 hours of remote
instruction, participants
learned about working
from the command line to
developing a digital
literacy to analyzing data. 



“I've been wanting to dive into Python for a
while but have been nervous to do so! I
really appreciated the walkthroughs and
how hands-on and accommodating the
teaching fellows were as we all worked
through problems. I still feel like I have a lot
to learn but I am excited to think about how
I might use Python to create more game-
based learning experiences (something I
really care about in my pedagogy)!”

“NOT TO BE AFRAID TO TRY CODING”

“THAT I CAN CONTINUE LEARNING
BY MYSELF”

“That there are so many resources available.
GCDRI has given me the confidence to
explore this in more depth on my own. Bravo,
team!”

“I remembered that I am pretty good at
computer stuff. Hard to say what lesson will
be most valuable to me. Command line is
super useful. Ethics are important and
fascinating to think about. HTML may take
the prize in the end, but I feel that my new
Python literacy helps me understand more
clearly how the world around me is
operating.”“That I can continue building

these tech skill and to keep
practicing and exploring diff
skills/codes.“

100%  OF
PARTICIPANTS 

“All instructors and content were high quality and
relevant to my work. This workshop created an excellent
foundation for my future research.”

“This set of workshops made several technical skills
much more accessible, especially for those of us who
are not computer programmers or in data-centric
disciplines.”

“Overall, this has been a great experience. I feel very
appreciative to be accepted and to have participated
in the GC DRI, and I gained a lot of knowledge, and the
momentum to continue training.”

MOST VALUABLE CONCEPTS LEARNED DURING DRI
ACCORDING TO PARTICIPANTS 

F E E D B A C K  F R O M  P A R T I C I P A N T S

“THAT CODING IS NOT AS
SCARY AS WE TEND TO THINK”

who completed 
our exit survey 

agree that the DRI
increases 

CUNY’s digital capacity. 



The challenge here was to read comparatively a significant
corpus of texts in order to identify keyterm collocates and
repeated syntagmatic templates. Undertaking this task by
traditional methods would be time-consuming and subject to
significant error. There is a digital tool hosted on the
University of Chicago’s ARTFL website, “TextPair,” that is
designed to identify such correspondences, but the tool is
restricted to the texts in the collection hosted on the site,
which doesn’t include my corpus of texts. I am not sufficiently
experienced in Python to install TextPair on my computer, but
I was fortunate to interest a digital humanities student,
Samuel Goodson, in performing those tasks and in tutoring
me in the use of the program. Sam also helped to enhance
TextPair in important ways, such as lemmatization that
accommodated early modern French spelling variations. His
patience made it possible to assay such intertextual transfer
within a significant corpus of texts. I am now in the process of
completing a chapter of a study dedicated to those texts.
That chapter charts for the first time a network of intertextual
exchange among authors of maxims—a concrete and
measurable way to examine the literary question of influence
—and examines the poetics of literary creation as a
collaborative undertaking. This study could not have been
undertaken successfully using the methods of traditional
scholarship; it only became possible to address its central
questions by using computational methods. 

From the institute into practice
 P R O F E S S O R  E R E C  K O C H  A N D  S T U D E N T  S A M U E L  G O O D S O N ,  C O L L A B O R A T E

O N  D I G I T A L  P R O J E C T S  U S I N G  S K I L L S  F R O M  T H E  I N S T I T U T E  

I have been working for several years on a research project assessing intertextual transfer
among authors of early modern French texts. In the most recent phase of that project, I have
been studying authors of worldly maxims of the last third of the seventeenth century and how
those authors engaged in versioning other texts. Such versioning manifests itself in two
principal ways: the re-use of the same two or three keyterms that vary the representation of
their relations and the re-use of the same definitional syntagma to assign different
predicates to repeated keyterms. Maxims circulated in a hybrid oral-written fashion: they
were published in popular books by individual authors, but they were also conveyed in
conversation, recorded in commonplace books for future citation, and transmitted in letters.
The full extent of this intertextual transfer and of the network of participating authors has not
yet been studied, but this research project will help us to understand better both early
modern poetics of literary creation and the history of literature of the period as
interdiscourse among authors.

Erec R. Koch, Professor of French
CUNY Graduate Center



37
ONE-ON-ONE 

CONSULTATIONS

DIGITAL CONSULTATIONS

GCDI offers one-on-one consultations to members
of the GC community. Consultations range from big-
picture planning for nascent projects to specific
technical advice to aid in overcoming an obstacle.
Digital Fellows strive to ensure that students and
faculty come away from consultations with a plan
for what's next. 

In 2023-24, we offered 37 one-on-one
consultations to students from over 14 programs.
100% of respondents reported that they would
recommend this service.

Number of consultations

0 5 10 15 20

Philosopy
Urban Education

English
Music

LAILaC
MS in Data Analysis

Economics
Other Institutions faculty

MA Digital Humanities
Psychology

History
MA Liberal Studies

Other CUNY Faculty
Sociology

Earth and Environmental Sciences
Linguistics

CONSULTATIONS BY PROGRAM

14
PROGRAMS

100%
RECOMMENDED



What are students asking for?

“The experience consulting with
the Digital Fellows was incredibly
useful. Greg sent resources and
support in advance of our
appointment and was able to help
me quickly resolve a Python issue
that I might otherwise have been
troubleshooting for hours or days. I
am so grateful to have this
program at the GC!”

-Nicolette Dakin, Psychology
“Silvia is the best! She was extremely
helpful.” 

-Bret Windhauser, History

“When conducting research, there
are occasions when it's beneficial to
collaborate and brainstorm ideas
with someone. Leanne proved to be
incredibly helpful in this regard. Her
suggestions played a crucial role in
advancing the project, and I am
grateful for her assistance.” 

-Tulay Altin, Digital Humanities 

GC Students in 2023-24 wanted help with the following topics:

Using the CUNY Academic Commons to create pedagogical resources or
capstone projects
Using specific software, such as QGIS, Tableau Public, or Leaflet
Solving problems with a Python runtime environment
Aid with text analysis
Creating a website
Choosing which technology or tool to use for research
Questions on specific skills such as podcasting or mapping
General questions about the digital resources available to GC students

What are 
students saying

about
consultations?



THE SMARTWATCH DILEMMA

MAPPING AND ITS DISCONTENTS:
DENATURALIZING THE MAP IN CARTOGRAPHIC
HISTORY PART 1

DIGITAL HUMANITIES TOOLS FOR BEGINNERS
AND NON CODERS

THE GCDI GUIDE TO PASSWORD MANAGEMENT

DEATH OF A PROJECT

THINK LIKE A CODER 

10 USEFUL EXTENSIONS FOR VSCODE

BUILDING YOUR FIRST DATA BASE IN SQL

CREATING VISUAL NOVELS WITH PYTHON
AND REN’PY

17
NEW

ART ICLES  

This year we continued developing the
digital dissertations resource guide
and add new examples by GC
students @ cuny.is/digitaldiss.

GC DIGITAL DISSERTATIONS

DIGITAL RESOURCES

TAGGING THE TOWER
The GC Digital Fellows reflect on their
work and collaboration with the GC
community on the blog Tagging the
Tower. Along with digital tool tips,
guides, workshop recaps, data ethics
considerations, and thought pieces, the
blog hosts reflections from Digital
Research Institute participants. DRI
2024 participants Patricia Hatcher, a
Classicist, and Annapia Borraccino, a
Linguist, shared the ways they learned
and implemented Python in their
scholarship. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS YEAR'S BLOGS TITLES 



FOSTERING
INTERDISCIPLINARY

COMMUNITIES 



GCDI offers unique fellowship programs that extend students’ skills
and create opportunities for professional development. Fellows
develop interdisciplinary communities of practice through
programming, resource creation, and special projects that benefit
the GC-at-large. Advising Fellows in the master’s programs in
Digital Humanities and Data Analysis and Visualization support
students’ progress toward their degree, while Manifold Graduate
Fellows collaborate with students and faculty to develop open
educational resources and publications on Manifold. Social Media
Fellows build digital identity and community among internal and
external audiences that showcase the leading research, teaching,
and service characteristic of the GC. GC Digital Fellows provide
leadership in developing technical skills critical for 21st century
research and teaching by teaching workshops, organizing events,
assembling resources, and building community around
technological methods. 

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS



GC DIGITAL FELLOWS

GC Digital Fellows collaborate to increase digital research
capacity across all disciplines at the GC. Through workshops,
institutes, resources, user groups, events, and consultations, they
foster communities of students, faculty, and staff who want to
improve their research, teaching, and service with digital
technology. 

The fellowship program is highly competitive. Fellows are
selected for their ability to communicate complex technologies in
clear, relatable ways, their proven interest in interdisciplinary
collaboration, and their creative and critical approaches to
using technology to extend their own academic work. During
their tenure, fellows practice and receive feedback on their
pedagogical and digital practice while developing and
teaching workshops and institutes, consulting with students and
faculty,  writing grants, developing digital projects, and creating
open educational resources and leading community events.

45
FELLOWS

FROM 2012
TO 2024

16
DIFFERENT
ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS

FROM



I have learned so much in just my first year of being a Digital Fellow. While
we all learn and collaborate with each other, being given the
responsibility to plan and execute my own workshops has developed my
pedagogy enormously. I am a more experienced and more flexible
teacher and can jump into helping others with their research projects with
confidence and excitement. Moreover, I’ve found through my experience
as a Digital Fellow is that the best way to learn something is to teach it.
While I had GIS experience with ArcGIS, I had little experience with open
source software, QGIS. By committing to running a workshop on open
source software, I had to really learn it. And now I have the skills necessary
to teach others and to use QGIS in my own work and research.

- Anna Schlenz
GC Digital Fellow

 

Professional learning
M E E T  A N N A ,  A  P H . D .  S T U D E N T  I N  E A R T H  &  E N V I R O N M E N T A L

S C I E N C E S  A N D  D I G I T A L  F E L L O W  



SOCIAL MEDIA FELLOWS

 Social Media Fellows work with
executive officers to establish a
digital public identity for their
academic programs. Fellows
develop a strategic plan for social
media, website, and video
campaigns that showcase faculty
and student research, teaching,
and service.

5
PROGRAMS

A C H I E V E M E N T S  F O R  C L A S S I C S

333% increase in Classics PhD applicants
for January 1, 2024 deadline.
Created resources for current students:
classicsstudent.commons.gc.cuny.edu.

CENTER FOR THE HUMANITIES

CLASSICS

LINGUISTICS

PSYCHOLOGY

SOCIAL WELFARE

5
FELLOWS



Created social media campaigns for
events, calls for proposals, book launches,
and other center events 
Posts were reshared across GC programs
and local institutions  
Highlighted GC student and faculty
projects supported by the Center. 

A C H I E V E M E N T S  F O R  T H E  C E N T E R
F O R  T H E  H U M A N I T I E S



A C H I E V E M E N T S  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y

Created LinkedIn and X pages to build
a sense of coherent identity among
subprograms
Developed resources for students about
communicating their research to
external, public audiences
Recorded a podcast episode about
research happening throughout the
program to use for recruitment and
alumni engagement
Assisted students and faculty in making
their work more accessible to wider
audiences

Created content about projects and
events for academic social networks,
increasing attendance and visibility
Circulated Curriculum & Degree
Information to internal student networks
clarifing coursework and examination
requirements
Developed an internal community
website to compliment the outward-
facing institutional website to make
forms, requirements, and guidelines more
accessible to students
Developed a document library with a
samples of successfully defended
qualifying papers and resources for
current students and increased the
visibility of these resources through social
media

A C H I E V E M E N T S  F O R  L I N G U I S T I C S



In my role as Social Media Fellow, I increased the profile, visiblity, and brand
awareness of our program at multiple conferences. Crucial to our program were the
two major US-based conferences, The Council on Social Work Education’s Annual
Program Meeting (APM) and the Society for Social Work & Social Research (SSWR)
annual conference. For both of these conferences, I created content advertising our
student presentations, coordinated photography and documentation of student
presentations, and utilized these for social media content as well as our newsletter.

At the Society for Social Work & Social Research (SSWR), our social media raised the
profile and visibility of the PhD Program in Social Welfare. By collaborating with the
Silberman School of Social Work at Hunter College’s communications staff, our social
media presence distinguished our identity as a  separate GC program and
established a more prominant profile within the SSWR community, a key US scholarly
organization in our field.

From digital identity to crafting community
MEET  IAN ,  A  PH . D .  STUDENT  IN  SOCIAL  WELFARE  

AND SOCIAL  MEDIA  FELLOW

Because of my position as a fellow, I could recruit, host, and supervise
an MSW student from Hunter College to work with our program three
days each week. She assisted with planning and coordinating a
student-led Mission & Vision Task Force, a monthly Coffee Connection
social hour for students and faculty, and the Spring Symposium. Each of
these projects helped develop a robust community identity and
physical presence for students at the GC and to solidify our place
within the physical campus. My role as a fellow helped connect my
program to the larger GC community such as the GC Digital Fellows
and the Counseling and Wellness Center.

- Ian Williams
Program Social Media Fellow

Social Welfare

S O C I A L  W E L F A R E



MANIFOLD GRADUATE FELLOWS

The GC Manifold Fellows program is a selective, employment-based,
graduate assistantship. Manifold Graduate Fellows work with GC community
members to develop Open Educational Resources and other publications on
Manifold, a publishing platform developed by GC Digital Initiatives in
collaboration with the University of Minnesota Press and Cast Iron Coding.

“Becoming a Manifold graduate fellow has
allowed me to expand my knowledge of
digital pedagogy, open pedagogy, and DH
methodologies. Supporting CUNY faculty on
various OER-focused projects has deepened
my understanding of the publication,
multimedia, and interactive features of the
Manifold platform, and its potential for both
publishing and teaching. Collaborating with
Matt, Robin, and Maura to maintain the
platform, develop workshops, create
instructional content, and promote events
and projects has honed my skills in project
management, communication, and
teamwork. CUNY Manifold’s extensive
partnerships with CUNY colleges, libraries,
and professional publishers have provided
me with rich resources and professional
networks. The mentorship from our team has
been invaluable for my intellectual growth
and professional development.”

-Cen Liu

Expading knowledge
M E E T  C E N  L I U ,  A  P H . D .  S T U D E N T  I N  T H E A T R E  
A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E  A N D  M A N I F O L D  F E L L O W  



Working groups are digital skill-oriented spaces organized by the GC
Digital Fellows. Participants from the GC community share digital skills
and engage in conversations around hands-on activities and projects.
In 2023-2024 we supported the following user groups: R User Group
(RUG), Digital Archive Research Collective (DARC), Python Users’
Group (PUG), and GIS/Mapping. 

WORKING GROUPS

PYTHON USERS’ GROUP (PUG)

Python Users’ Group (PUG) is an open, informal, collaborative space for
experimentation and exploration with the Python programming language.
Students and faculty across a broad range of disciplines in the
humanities, social sciences, and sciences are making use of the
programming language Python to extend or to improve their research.
From creating applications to performing data analysis to developing
visualizations, Python can help, plus it is an approachable language to
learn.

GC Digital Fellows host a monthly meeting for beginners through
intermediate and advanced users. In the 2023-24 academic year, PUG
meetings adopted a “learn by doing” approach, and each week
participants collaboratively solved an algorithmic programming problem.
PUG meetings were held via Zoom once a month; attendance ranged
from two to ten participants. Moreover, the PUG group on the CUNY
Academic Commons has 227 members. 

Screenshot of a project developed by the group.



The Geographic Information Systems (GIS) / Mapping working group
is a community of CUNY students, faculty and staff who are interested
in using spatial analytics and cartographic visualization in their
research and teaching. We meet twice a month to share methods
and techniques, collaborate on short and long term projects, and
support each other with help and troubleshooting advice on our
individual projects. Our current project of focus examines the spatial
distribution of Graduate Center student housing across New York City
and how that distribution has changed over the past decade. For the
2023-2024 year, we held 12 meetings, in-person and hybrid.
Participation increased drastically over the course of the school
year, from around 3-4 participants per meeting in the Fall to 8-10
participants in the Spring. 

Screenshot of GIS Project on NYC housing cost by zipcode with shapefile of CUNY campuses.

GIS/MAPPING USER GROUP



75
ATTENDEES

25
PRESENTERS

4
CUNY

COLLEGES

The CUNY DHI Lightning Talks event, hosted by GCDI and
the GC Digital Fellows, connects digital humanities students
and scholars across CUNY campuses. Building networks
across communities of practice, the Digital Humanities
Initiative Lightning talks showcase innovations in creative,
critical implementations of technology in humanities projects
and pedagogy.

This year’s hybrid event featured 25 CUNY project
presentations and gathered more than 75 students, faculty,
and staff from LaGuardia Community College, John Jay
College, Lehman College, City College, and the Graduate
Center. Projects ranged from developing a DH minor to
teaching music and literature courses with digital tools;
building VR and AI in critical, environmental, and social
research; developing digital archives and feminist linguist
repositories; and publishing digital Open Educational
Resources (OER) for CUNY curricula. 

CUNY DIGITAL HUMANITIES INITIATIVE
LIGHTNING TALKS



+40
ATTENDEES

16
PRESENTATIONS

On May 22, the annual GC Digital Showcase featured
interdisciplinary digital scholarship produced by graduate
students, digital fellows, working groups, classes, and
programs across The Graduate Center. The showcase
provides a venue for students from the M.A. in Digital
Humanities Praxis seminar to launch their semester-long
collaborative course projects and for winners of the
Provost’s Digital Innovation Grants to share their progress.
This year’s event included 16 presentations and welcomed
over 40 in-person and virtual attendees. 

GC DIGITAL SHOWCASE



ENGAGING WITH CUNY 
AND THE WIDER PUBLIC 



PROVOST DIGITAL
INNOVATION GRANTS

Mapping Secular Smuggling and
Religious Trade in the Middle
East, 1914-1932 
Bret Windhauser, History

Maps based on religious geographies
to decenter the state-imposed binary
of legal-illegal through reformulations
of smuggling as pilgrimage

Black Dominicanas Online:
Building Community Online and
in Real Life (IRL)  
Rosa Calosso, Urban Education

This project explores the ways Black
Dominican women's use social media
to shape community, education, and
nuanced identity across the diaspora.

Beasts of New York  
Patricia Y. Hatcher, Classics

Beasts of NY document the animals,
both real and imaginary, found on the
buildings and in the public areas of
New York City.

After Mother: Genres of the
Maternal in Twenty-First Century
American Memoir 
Destry Maria Sibley, English

A podcast series to accompany and
supplement the my dissertation on
maternal memoir in English literature.

Off Grid Investigations 
Nicole Cote, English

Off Grid Investigations performs
critical experiments in off-grid
technology to explore the role of solar
power in disaster media.

Developing a Technology Inventory
for (and With) Social Work Students:
A Tool For Participatory Exploration
of Affordances, Constraints, and
Risks  
Jamie Borgan & Ian G. Williams,
Social Welfare

This project will develop open
educational resources for teaching
social work students about critical
technology literacies in their
professional practice.

The Provost’s Digital Innovation Grants (PDIGs) support digital
projects designed, led, developed, and administered by
Graduate Center doctoral students.  Since 2012, grants have
supported projects across more than 20 disciplines.

6
PROJECTS
FUNDED IN
2023-2024

4
PROGRAMS



PROVOST’S DIGITAL INNOVATION
GRANTS MAKE BIG IMPACTS

Sociology Ph.D. student
Qiyao Pan presented
his geospatial analysis
of restaurant closings
[right] in NYC during the
COVID-19 pandemic at
the American
Sociological Association
conference. 

Incremental, consistent funding for student digital projects through the
Provost’s Digital Innovation Grants has proven to yield an exponential return
on investment in the form of publications, grants, degree completion, awards,
and employment.

Urban Education student
Sara Vogel’s video web
series “Teaching Bilinguals
(Even if You’re Not One)”
for K-12 educators has
received over 27,000 views
to date and was integrated
into a 2021 book published
by Routledge and the
CUNY-NYS Initiative on
Emergent Bilinguals.

James Christopher Head,
Psychology, reports that
his PDIG-funded project led
to  publications in the
Journal of Education Policy
and Qualitative
Psychology, as well as the
2019 American
Psychological Association
Division 5 Distinguished
Dissertation in Qualitative
Inquiry Award. 



THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

Promoting innovative
scholarship. “searching for
mami & abuelita” is a digital
dissertation published on
Manifold by Wendy Barrales,
a Ph.D. in Urban Education
and former Manifold Fellow. 

An open-source publishing platform.
Manifold is an intuitive, collaborative, open-
source publishing platform for interactive
scholarly publishing created by a
collaborative team from the CUNY Graduate
Center, the University of Minnesota Press, and
Cast Iron Coding. The project has been
funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
and the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

Manifold enables publishers to create
media-rich, interactive digital publications
that take advantage of the full capabilities of
the web and extend the educational benefits
and access of digital scholarship to more
communities. The CUNY instance of Manifold
focuses on the publication of Open
Educational Resources (OER) and has been
supported by the CUNY Office of Library
Services and the State of New York.

85
NEW 

PROJECT
CREATORS

115
NEW 

PROJECTS

453
NEW 
TEXTS

NEW 
RESOURCES

733

41
NEW 

READING
GROUPS

978
NEW 

READERS



“My knowledge of and skills in the digital
humanities have both grown immensely since
becoming a Manifold Fellow. Seeing my own
classes and archival efforts come to life on the site
is incredibly fulfilling. It has also been a rewarding
experience for both my students and me to see
their publications become a part of the platform
as well. Including students' voices in the field and
giving them this kind of agency is, in my pragmatic
view, crucial to the humanities' continued
existence. Through the support of my colleagues
Matt Gold and Robin Miller, as well as my co-
fellow Cen Liu, I have gained a broader
understanding of the potential for collaboration
and networking in the digital realm of academia.
Manifold emulates the ideal experience of
scholarly research and writing work while
remaining easily accessible, buildable, and
communicable. This experience has truly enriched
my perspective on my field and professional
pursuits.”

-Maura McCreight

Practical learning
M E E T  M A U R A ,  A  P H . D .  S T U D E N T  I N  A R T  H I S T O R Y  

A N D  M A N I F O L D  F E L L O W  



SUPPORTED BY

Open Education Publishing Institute

The Open Education Publishing Institute is an advanced digital humanities summer
institute that centers on social justice and inclusion of diverse perspectives. Its goal
is to support scholars’ creation and design of OER publications and curricula that
incorporate community-based concerns and foster collaborative knowledge
creation with and for students.

Participants from a wide variety of institutions across the United States (including
Howard University, Colorodo College of Mines, and Kapi’olani Community
College) attended a four-day event at the Graduate Center in June 2024. Faculty
projects include: a hybrid public/digital humanities endeavor to cultivate critical
place-making with an emphasis in arts and education at the high school level,  a
history of Chicano student walkouts that re-shaped public education in South
Texas in the 1960s and ’70s, and course materials for an introduction to African
Women’s Studies that centers open primary documents, Black women’s oral
histories, digital texts, recordings, podcasts, digitally restored films, and
accessible lectures. Institute participants learned from a wide range of experts in
digital pedagogy, open education, and the digital humanities. Institute fellows will
continue to develop their OER resources over the course of the 2024-2025
academic year.

COLLABORATIVE KNOWLEDGE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

CO-ORGANIZED WITH

Learn more at cuny.is/oepi2024



SUPPORTED BY

COMMAND
LINE

HTML &
CSS

INTRO TO R

TEXT
ANALYSIS

JAVASCRIPT

INTRO TO 
PYTHON

DHRIFT
CORE WORKSHOPS

and more!

The Digital Humanities Resource Infrastructure for
Teaching Technology (DHRIFT ) is an open educational
resource (OER) and publication platform for teaching
digital skills. Designed by humanities scholars for
humanities scholars, DHRIFT includes a core set of
reviewed and tested curricula on common digital
humanities (DH) topics, enables the ready creation of
websites to support workshops, institutes, and intensives,
and provides minimal computing, accessibility-aware, and
interactive functionalities. 

DHRIFT’s core curricula benefits from extensive classroom
testing and has been used as the basis for workshops and
classes at more than 20 colleges and universities across
the United States. 

Zachary Lloyd
Stephen Zweibel
Leanne Fan
Lisa Marie Rhody

RESEARCH TEAM

DHRIFT has been designed with the following goals:
Ease the labor load when developing workshops
Lower the technology requirements to for introductory
workshops
Create interactive workshops that work in-person and
remotely
Host and publish DH workshops on the web for free



We participated in the Graduate Center New
Student Orientation. Our director presented
GCDI and invited new students to benefit from
our services. We also tabled during the event to
have one-on-one interactions with students
interested in digital methods.
We organized an Open House at the begining
of the academic year. 
Across the year, we advertised our events via
printed materials posted on-campus at the
CUNY Graduate Center and digitally, through
our website and social media.

OUTREACH 

FOLLOW US
Find the most recent workshops,
applications, and updates using
our Linktree: cuny.is/gcdf. 



Learn more:

cuny.is/gcdi

http://cuny.is/gcdi

