





Slavery refers to a system in which people are owned and
controlled by others and forced to work without pay or

. freedom. In the American colonies, slavery was largely

: race-based, targeting Africans and their descendants. The
transatlantic slave trade was a major part of this system,

¥ beginning in the 15th century when European traders

4 transported Africans across the Atlantic under brutal
conditions. According to History.com Slavery in America,
about 12.5 million Africans were forced into the Americas
through this trade. Slavery became legally inherited, meaning
{ children born to enslaved mothers were also enslaved, which
helped the system grow and become permanent.
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Enslaved people endured extremely harsh conditions, including forced labor, physical
punishment, and poor living environments. They worked long hours in fields without pay
or rest, often under threat of violence. Families were frequently separated, causing
emotional trauma that lasted generations. According to slave narratives and historical
records, punishment was used to maintain control and prevent resistance. These |
conditions show that slavery was not only an economic system but also a deeply violent

and dehumanizing institution designed to strip people of their humanity.
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Even after slavery ended, its effects continued through .
_ systemic racism, economic inequality, and unequal access %‘3

== to education and justice. African Americans have
z# historically faced barriers in wealth building and -2y e
: . opportunities due to generations of oppression. Cultural - ﬁf
=~ contributions such as music, language, and food also B,
emerged from the experiences of enslaved people,
showing both suffering and resilience. These lasting
. effects demonstrate that slavery’s influence did not
L ! disappear with its legal abolition but continues to shape

——ie

— society today.
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; l Some people argue that slavery is no longer relevant because it ended over 150 years

& ago and legal equality now exists. They point to progress such as the Civil Rights
Movement and increased diversity in leadership roles. However, this argument

# overlooks ongoing inequality, including wealth gaps and racial disparities in education







Slavery was one of the most oppressive systems in history, built on violence, forced
labor, and racial discrimination. Although it was officially abolished in 1865, its effects
continue to influence modern society through inequality and systemic racism. However,
progress in civil rights and cultural contributions from African Americans show resilience

and advancement. Understanding slavery is essential not only to honor those who
suffered but also to ensure that similar injustices are never repeated. Recognizing this
history helps society move closer to true equality.
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https://www.history.com/articles/slavery
https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources
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. To address the effects of slavery, society must continue working toward equality through
education, policy reform, and social awareness. Improving access to quality education,
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reducing economic inequality, and reforming the justice system are important steps.
- Teaching accurate history in schools helps ensure people understand the full impact of
~slavery. Individuals can also help by speaking out against racism and supporting equal




