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Introduction



Accessibility

85% of providers “Effective tool for 
educational purposes”



Organ Donor Shortage

54%Present: Only 54% of U.S 
adults are registered organ 
donors 

24%2015: 29,532 people out of 
122,000 of US organ transplant 
waiting list received a transplant

World Health Organization (WHO) linking 5-10% of all transplants in 2015 to illicit practices 



Social Media for Good: The Facebook Effect

First day of Launch → 13,054 new organ donors 
21-fold increase from typical daily rate



Streamlining Care Through Social Media

Promotes vaccination 
campaigns, health 
screening events, and 
updated office hours

Reduces no-show 
rates and improves 
clinic efficiency



Ethical Dilemma!!!



Misinformation vs. Disinformation

More likely for 
false info to be 
retweeted

70%

Misinformation appeared in 
0.2% to 28.8% of related posts 

during COVID-19



Patient Confidentiality 
Even “de-identified” patient cases can still reveal identity

REMEMBER: Assuming a post is safe “just because it’s 
anonymous” is NOT ENOUGH



Medical Professionalism

Lines between personal and 
professional lives become blurred



Protecting Professional Identity 
Online actions reflect on the ENTIRE 
profession, NOT just the individual

Providers are also role models to peers and 
future trainees



How does this apply to PAs?

Ethics, Accountability, 
Professionalism

 “It is imperative for constituent organizations and their representatives to 
present themselves in a professional and ethical manner that is respectful 
of the PA profession and fellow PAs.” 

- AAPA, June 2024



Key findings: What PA students reported
PA Program Directors were emailed and asked to disseminate an anonymous survey to their students.

55.2%
Knew of social media 

policy 

66%
Posted alcohol content 

Clinical year students posting 
more alcohol content than 

didactic year students

90%

Programs with clear 
policies

44.7%
Didn’t know if policy 

existed

Despite 90% of programs having clear policies, over 40% of students were unsure or 
unaware of them. Clear policies exist, but awareness and compliance remain low.



Things we can do

Avoid patients 
online

1

Set 
professional 
boundaries

2

Don’t share 
something you 
wouldn't show 

your boss

4

Ensure that you 
are HIPAA
compliant

3



Now, it’s your turn.
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