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Researching Online Worksheet 
 

 
Finding sources for your college essays can be tricky. Some sources are accessible to you, others 
are behind paywalls or only available through your school’s library databases. Some sources are 
credible, others not so much. We’ll be addressing these challenges together.  
 
For now, let’s get started by just exploring what’s out there and available through some simple 
online searches.  
 

 
Identifying Terms and Phrases to Use for Searching 
 
Identifying useful key terms/phrases for searching is, well, key to finding good sources! 
 
Some examples of key phrases connected to our course theme include:  

●​ language politics; language diversity; language subordination, language discrimination 

●​ immigrant English; World Englishes; code-meshing; code-switching;  

●​ speaking English with an accent; language and race; linguicism; language bias 

●​ English-only ideologies; prescriptivism; prescriptive language ideologies;  

●​ language and culture; language and identity; linguistic identity 

Refer to the Research Topics: Getting Specific with Themes in Politics of Language handout for 
more key terms to consider. 
  
 

Tips for Quick Online Searches 
 

●​ Add quotation marks around the phrases you choose to ensure your search returns 

sources that include the exact phrase. So enter “language politics” (with the quotation 

marks) not language politics (without the quotation marks). 

 
●​ Add the word AND (must be capitalized) to combine phrases (e.g., “language diversity” 

AND “education”) or the word OR (must be capitalized) to retrieve hits for both phrases 

(e.g., “language discrimination” OR “language bias”). 

 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-ig1XOaW97Qy_95XuLsYt4ySzM4swGgg/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=108738235991798630974&rtpof=true&sd=true


Step 1: Try Google   
Try searching via Google.com phrases that capture one of the topics you’ve identified so far.  
Take notes here on the phrase used, how many hits you got, and the titles of some of the more 
promising websites/sources that popped up. Save or bookmark any keepers. Repeat this process 
with different key phrases.  
 
Key phrase used: Lingua franca AND positives AND africa 
 
How many hits: 3,280,000 results 
 
Titles of promising sources (include hyperlinks if available): Lingua Franca English of 
South Africa, Africa’s lingua franca, Not sorry for helping make English Africa’s lingua 
franca 
 

 
Key phrase used: Lingua franca AND negative AND africa 
 
How many hits: 385,000 results 
 
Titles of promising sources (include hyperlinks if available): The Lingua Franca Of 
Disadvantage, The Ambiguity of English as a Lingua Franca, 
 

 
Key phrase used: Lingua franca AND africa AND pros and cons 
 
How many hits: 2,740,000 results 
 
Titles of promising sources (include hyperlinks if available): Africa - More Languages than 
any other Continent 
 

 

Step 2: Try Google Scholar 
Repeat the above searches using scholar.google.com.  
 
Key phrase used:  Lingua franca AND positives AND africa 
 
How many hits: 19,600 results 
 
Titles of promising sources (include hyperlinks if available): Developing a multilingual 
mindset 
 

 
Key phrase used: Key phrase used: Lingua franca AND negative AND africa 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/287159322_Lingua_Franca_English_of_South_Africa
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/287159322_Lingua_Franca_English_of_South_Africa
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/02572117.2024.2333558?needAccess=true
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/aug/01/im-not-sorry-for-helping-make-english-africas-lingua-franca
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/aug/01/im-not-sorry-for-helping-make-english-africas-lingua-franca
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Stephanie-Rudwick/publication/353477093_The_Ambiguity_of_English_as_a_Lingua_Franca_Politics_of_Language_and_Race_in_South_Africa/links/61ae3ce9fb3b7258a09f7c91/The-Ambiguity-of-English-as-a-Lingua-Franca-Politics-of-Language-and-Race-in-South-Africa.pdf
https://www.bhlingual.com/africa-more-languages-than-any-other-continent-blog
https://www.bhlingual.com/africa-more-languages-than-any-other-continent-blog
https://repository.up.ac.za/items/fdb818cd-3c71-48a6-9a85-57ace27e5af4
https://repository.up.ac.za/items/fdb818cd-3c71-48a6-9a85-57ace27e5af4


 
How many hits: 61,800 results 
 
Titles of promising sources (include hyperlinks if available): Post-colonial twilight: English 
as a failed Lingua Franca, Lingua franca communication in multiethnic contexts 
 
 
 

 
Key phrase used: Lingua franca AND africa AND pros and cons 
 
How many hits: 20,600 results 
 
Titles of promising sources (include hyperlinks if available): African lingua francas and 
African knowledge systems: A framework for regional integration 
 
 

 
 

Step 3.  
Reflect here on what search phrases proved helpful or not helpful.  
Going into this I honestly thought that research would be the hardest part of this whole 
writing assignment but the search phrases really narrowed things down and I was able 
to find some really interesting sources with a wide variety of types of source as well. 
Also when I was skimming through the sources I saw some interesting points that I didn't 
even think about before  

 
 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10131750285310041
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10131750285310041
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=RN6TjA_BfRIC&oi=fnd&pg=PA199&dq=Lingua+franca+AND+Negative+AND+africa&ots=7ZRSEeqFSU&sig=mUEIm6HWBnl527cgUw724Un1IoY
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003521334-5/african-lingua-francas-african-knowledge-systems-framework-regional-integration-muxe-nkondo
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003521334-5/african-lingua-francas-african-knowledge-systems-framework-regional-integration-muxe-nkondo

