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The Crisis: Urban Flooding 
●​ Over 1,500 public schools sit in NYC coastal flood zones. 
●​ Saltwater ruins basement electrical and heating systems. 
●​ Infrastructure failures force school closures and eliminate neighborhood emergency shelters. 

 

The Solution: Decentralized Power 
●​ Elevate Utilities: Move critical electrical switches and controls from basements to upper floors. 
●​ Solar-Plus-Storage: Install rooftop solar panels paired with lithium-ion batteries. 
●​ Grid Isolation: Use automatic switchgear to allow the building to run independently during a blackout. 

 

Key Funding Impact 
●​ Proven Model: Case studies from Hurricane Maria prove microgrids successfully protect critical services. 
●​ Humanitarian Aid: Keeps power online for neighborhood emergency shelter heating, communication, and 

medical cooling. 
●​ Cost Efficiency: Proactive protection stops repeated disaster repair costs and cuts diesel fuel reliance. 
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