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Understanding the Job Market 



For-Profit Jobs (Private Sector)

• Definition:
Businesses that exist to generate profit for owners or shareholders.

• Where You’ll See Them:
Urban/real estate consulting firms (HR&A Advisors, Karp Strategies, Nelson\Nygaard).
Architecture, engineering, and construction (AEC) firms.
Real estate developers and property managers.
Urban tech companies (mobility, GIS/data platforms).

• Why Apply Here:
Often better pay, exposure to big projects, opportunity to work across cities/regions.

• Things to Watch:
Profit-driven goals; projects may prioritize efficiency/marketability over equity 
outcomes



Non-Profit Jobs (Mission-Driven Work)

• Definition:
Organizations reinvest surplus funds into their mission (not shareholders).

• Where You’ll See Them:

Housing justice & community development orgs (Settlement Housing Fund, ANHD).
Advocacy groups (WE ACT, UPROSE, Make the Road NY).
Research centers & think tanks (Regional Plan Association, Pratt Center).
Environmental & climate-focused NGOs.

• Why Apply Here:

Impactful, mission-oriented work; strong community networks.

• Things to Watch:

Lower salaries; reliance on grants/donations can affect stability.



Civil Service / Public Sector Jobs

• Definition: 
Government agencies at city, state, and federal levels serving the public good.

• Where You’ll See Them:

City: DCP, HPD, DOT, Parks, NYCHA, DEP.
State: NYS DOT, Dept. of Environmental Conservation, NYS Budget.
Federal: HUD, EPA, DOT (FHWA/FTA), Army Corps, NPS.

• Why Apply Here:

Stability, pensions, health benefits, clear promotion ladders.

• Things to Watch:

Hiring can be slow; many roles require passing a civil service exam; promotion tied to 
titles.



Contract or Project-Based Jobs

• Definition: 
Hired for a set project, grant, or time period (can be months or years).

• Where You’ll See Them:

Non-profits delivering a grant-funded project.
Universities on time-limited research projects.
Consulting firms contracting with city agencies. 

Why Apply Here:
Flexible; test different sectors; strong experience builder.

• Things to Watch:

May end when funding ends; fewer benefits than full-time roles.



Internships & Fellowships

• Definition: 
Short-term structured learning (summer, semester, or 1–2 years).

• Where You’ll See Them:
APA NY Metro Planning Fellowship.
CUNY institutes and centers.
Non-profits offering 'Policy Fellow' roles.

• Why Apply Here:
Skill-building, networking, resume boost; bridge from school to first job.

• Things to Watch:

Sometimes unpaid or low stipend; temporary by design.



Unionized Jobs

• Definition: 
Jobs with union representation; collective bargaining for pay/benefits/protections

Where You’ll See Them:
Many NYC agencies (DOT, DEP, Parks); some non-profits.

• Why Apply Here:
Negotiated raises, healthcare, pensions, workplace protections.

• Things to Watch:

Less flexibility; advancement can be seniority-based.



Where to Look — Job Boards and 
Career Resources



GUPPA

GUPPA Link:
https://www.hunterurban.org/students-
alumni/guppa



GUPPA Job Examples



General Job Boards

Indeed 
NYC

LinkedIn 
Jobs Glassdoor



NYC Public Sector

NYC 
Careers

NYS Civil 
Service USAJobs



Non-Profit & Mission-Driven

Idealist NYC 
Service

Work for 
Good



Planning & Policy-Specific

APA Jobs Planetizen Jobs

NYCHA, HPD, NYCEDC 
(agency portals) —
Search their career 

pages directly.



University & Early-Career

HUNTER 
CAREER 

DEVELOPMENT

CUNY CAREER 
SERVICES



Contract / Project-Based

Indeed (search 
contract/temporary/consultant)

LinkedIn (search 
contract/temporary/consultant)

Org sites — Non-profits & 
universities posting grant-funded 

roles.



Job Examples & NYC Salary 
Ranges



Public Sector

SalaryAgencyJob Title

$55K–$65KNYC Dept. of City PlanningCity Planner I

$48K–$60KHPD / DOT / ParksCommunity Coordinator

$50K–$62KMayor’s Office of Climate & 
Environmental Justice

Program Associate

$56,655NY State Budget OfficeBudget Fellow Trainee I

$50K–$68KHUD / EPA / DOT (federal)Policy Analyst (GS-7/9)



Non-Profit

SalaryOrganizationJob Title

$40K–$48KSettlement Housing 
Fund

Program Assistant

$45K–$55KRegional Plan 
Association

Policy Analyst

$40K–$48KMake the Road NYCommunity Organizer

$42K–$50KWE ACTEnvironmental Education 
Coordinator



For-Profit

SalaryOrganizationJob Title

$50K–$60KNelson\NygaardJunior Planner

$52K–$65KKarp StrategiesProject Assistant

$55K–$70KHR&A AdvisorsResearch Analyst

$48K–$58KSam Schwartz 
Engineering

GIS Technician



University / Early-Career

SalaryOrganizationJob Title

$18–25/hrHunter CollegeResearch Assistant

$18–22/hrCampus Sustainability InitiativesOutreach 
Coordinator

$42K–$50KCUNY-affiliated orgCommunity 
Development Fellow



Contract / Project-Based

SalaryOrganizationJob Title

$45K–$52KNYC Resilience ProjectCommunity Engagement 
Specialist (contract)

$25–35/hrEnvironmental NGOData & Mapping Consultant

$40K–$50KCommunity Development 
Corp.

Project Coordinator (grant)



Unionized Jobs

SalaryOrganizationJob Title

$42K–$50KNYC Parks DepartmentParks & Recreation 
Associate

$52K–$87K 
($25–37/hr)

NYC Department of 
Transportation

Assistant City Highway 
Repairer

$38K–$46KNYC Housing Authority 
(NYCHA)Community Assistant

$45K–$55KNYC DEP / DOT / HPDClerical Aide / Office 
Assistant



Comparative Table

Salary Range (Entry-
Level NYC)Things to WatchWhy Apply HereWhere You’ll See ThemCategory

$50K–70K
Profit-driven; may prioritize 
efficiency/marketability over 
community equity.

Higher pay, exposure to large/high-
profile projects, regional/national 
reach.

Urban consulting (HR&A, Karp Strategies, 
Nelson\Nygaard), AEC firms, real estate 
developers, urban tech companies.

For-Profit Jobs 
(Private Sector)

$40K–55K
Lower salaries, grant-
dependent, funding instability 
possible.

Mission-driven, impactful, strong 
community ties, good for 
networking.

Housing justice groups (Settlement Housing 
Fund, ANHD), advocacy orgs (WE ACT, UPROSE), 
research centers (RPA, Pratt Center), 
environmental NGOs.

Non-Profit Jobs 
(Mission-Driven 
Work)

$48K–65KHiring is slow, exams required, 
promotions tied to exams/titles.

Stability, pensions, strong benefits, 
clear promotion ladders.

City: DCP, HPD, DOT, Parks, NYCHA, DEP • State: 
NYS DOT, DEC, Budget Office • Federal: HUD, 
EPA, DOT, Army Corps, NPS.

Civil Service / Public 
Sector

$20–35/hr or $40K–52K
Short-term, limited benefits, 
may end suddenly when 
funding ends.

Flexible, builds varied experience, 
exposure to multiple sectors.

Non-profits with grants, universities on funded 
projects, consulting firms with agency contracts.

Contract / Project-
Based

Unpaid – $18–22/hr or 
$35K–45K stipend

Temporary, often low-paid or 
unpaid, limited duration.

Networking, resume boost, skill-
building, bridge from school to jobs.

APA NY Metro Fellowship, CUNY centers, non-
profits offering policy fellowships.

Internships & 
Fellowships

$45K–60KLess flexibility, advancement 
often seniority-based.

Negotiated raises, healthcare, 
pensions, workplace protections.

Many NYC agencies (DOT, DEP, Parks), some 
non-profits.Unionized Jobs


