Introduction

Marcus Garvey, on the verge of being imprisoned 1n Atlanta in 1925,
the whirlwind or the storm, look \

told his followers to “Il]ook for me 1n
urging his followers not to

und you.” Garvey’s words,
sence, are reflectve not only of his condition but

despair during his ab
s ibbean people 1n Harlem in the

what was dubbed the era

associated with African Americans, one in four Harlemites was foreign-

born, mostly from the anglophone Caribbean (Osofsky 131). Despite
their ubiquity, as these immugrants have gradually died, moved away, or
assimilated into New Vork’s African American community, their achieve-

ments have been rendered virtually invisible. In fact, aside from Marcus

Garvey and Claude McKay, the names of most of the Caribbean pio-

neers have held, untl rec
including many scholars of

redress this significant lacuna 1n
by collecting the writings of a variety of Caribbean authors in one place

original publication.
In the words of critic Roy Simon Bryce-Laporte, Anglophone \/

Caribbean immigrants have suffered a “double invisibility . . . as blacks
and as black foreigners” (31). Even major figures such as G.i;r.vey and

Mc‘I.{ayAhéve not been generally thought of in relation to the large
Qanbbean .community of which they were a part. Notwithstanding
differences in their backgrounds and philosophies, these writers were

imked by a common heritage and bound together in a new city, a new
. “ . ’

and, at a critical juncture. It was the age of the Harlem Renaissance

b

:;l:)enlz) ntii Ie\Tiv;rlNe%ro Efgz;{r; to assert t!le necessity for political and
e thatq ro:itl}lrce(zir acks and to resist accolpmodation.2 It was a
e bad o V}i)ou veed an artistic movement unlike any Black Amer-
newne > HHOWIL Above all., It was a time that emphasized
ss and “signified a manifestation that blurred the boundaries




between aesthetics, politics, and life style”
/ immigrants were key contributors to the bur

" this seminal era, cogently adding their unique voice to a Variety of
0

[/ issues, including race and image building, the development of 4 Black

aesthetic, progressive politics, and the struggle to define the status of
Blacks in America. 0

('Wa.tson 8). Caribbegp,
geoning developmens of

Anglophone Caribbean Immigrants during the Harlem
Renaissance: An Overview

In order to better understand the contributions of these early figures
we must realize the status of Caribbean immigrants in New York City’.

why they came, who they were, what their concerns were. Migration

—— —

has long been a way of life in the Caribbean; indeed, the area’s histo-
ry has been “a succession of waves of migration” (D. Marshall 15),

The region’s origin itself was one of uprootedness, born out of slavery
and indentured labor. Emancipation throughout the British Empire in

1834 only increased migration, as it was one of the limited options by
‘which West Indians could display their newly won liberation. They

“had been migr ating within the_.r_egiQn throughout the nineteenth and
/ / ééﬂyﬁehdeth centuries, to work on the sugar estates in Trinidad,
" 'Cuba, and British Guiana; on banana plantations and the rail system
in Costa Rica; and on the building of the Panama Canal (Chaney 7).
Some twenty thousand had even come to the United States by 1900,
particularly after the United Fruit Company began importing bananas
in the 1880s, paving the way for fairly inexpensive travel (and
increased tourism) between the Caribbean and the United States. By
, 1860, 20 percent of Black Bostonians had been born in the Caribbean
~# (James, “Explaining Afro-Caribbean” 219). The number of im@i-
grants to reach the shores of the United States increased rapidly
between 1900 and 1930. Several factors were responsible for this
increase, but the chief reasons, as always, were economic and political.

Many of the islands were chronically overcrowded, with high unem-
ployment rates and little land available (particularly for Blacks) for
agriculture. The plantocratic system established by the COl(?nifll pow-

ers had helped create a system with pervasive class discriminaton,

~ allowing few opportunities for advancement. Natural dlsa‘st.ers,

¢ Including earthquakes, hurricanes, and droughts, made con(.imon.s
y 7 even worse. The completion in 1914 of the Panama Canal, built pri-
. marily by Car ibbean laborers in a hlghly segregated SOCiCty, largely
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eqded migration to that part of the region. For all these reasons im- N
migrants now turned to America (Holder 7-12; Palmer 1-8; James,

Holding Aloft 9-49).

Caribbean immigrants viewed the United States as a land of
opportunity and their favorite destination was New York City. The
foreign-born Black population in the city increased steadily, from
3,552 in 1900 to almost 60,000 in 1930 (Holder 9).” Anglophone

Caribbean immigrants began moving to New York about the same
time that Black Americans began migrating from the South in large
numbers. Hundreds of thousands of southern Blacks migrated to

the North and West from 1916 to 1918 (Marks). The Caribbean
immigrants and Black southern migrants joined with an already
existent African American population to form the Black capital of

America.
Harlem was occupied almost exclusively by Whites untl the

early twentieth century; however, several events in the first decade of
the new century radically transformed this demographic picture. Race
riots in 1900 and 1905 made many Blacks, a number of whom lived in

midtown Manhattan in the Tenderloin and San Juan Hill sections,
fear for their safety. At about this same time many Blacks were being
forced out of their homes by new construction projects such as the
Pennsylvania Station. These people needed to find a place quickly to
live, one close to where they worked and expansive enough to accom-
modate their rapidly increasing numbers. Harlem seemed the perfect

fit. First, the opening of the IRT subway line in 1904 made the area
accessible to a large number of people. In addition, the economic
downturn of 1903-04 enabled African American real estate brokers

such as Philip A. Payton to buy large amounts of property in Har-
lem (J. W. Johnson 145-59). Following a frequent though unfortu-

nate pattern in American urban development, as Blacks began moving

into the area, Whites living there rapidly sold their property. As a
result, by 1930 the area from 128th to 145th streets bounded by Fitth

and Seventh avenues was almost exclusively inhabited by Blacks

(Watkins-Owens, Blood Relations 39-53; De Jongh 5-14). \s-
7 |

Race, Identity, and “Otherness”

The foreign-born Blacks moving into Harlem had all the problems of
qther immigrants adjusting to a different way of life; however, in addi-
tion to these obstacles, Black immigrants were forced to negotiate a



(,/.‘ "’; ;;@S” nost had never before encountered. This intersec-
a i1l 1
tion of ethnicity and race was (and still is) at the nexus of the Black

: ' ' ] . Compounding this “
immigrant experience 1n the United States p g this “oth-

» was the hybridity of the anglophone Caribbean immigrant,
%ﬁ: V\V/Y E. B. Du Bois, in The Souls of Black Folk (1903), spoke of the

“double consciousness” of African Americans, the Caribbean immj-

grant took this one step further, loosely combining features of
European, African, .nd American cultures into what critic Paul Gilroy

has termed “the black Atlantic.” These immigrants had “a desire to
escape the restrictive bonds of ethnicity, national identification, and
<ometimes even ‘race’ itself” (19). They exhibited a fluidity of identi-
ty, describing themselves as Black, as West Indian or Caribbean, as
British, as Jamaican (or whatever their homeland was), and, when it

suited their purpose, American, and feeling no need to choose
between these multiple identities. This, however, often left them feel-

/ing not as if they belonged to all of these worlds but rather that they

‘r{ did not quite fit in any of them. Upon coming to the United States,
many Caribbean immigrants felt a displacement, “a transformation,”
as Heather Hathaway suggests, “that can leave one forever distanced

and different from the land and people of one’s origin, if also from the

land of one’s adoption” (2).
Once in the United States, these immigrants were often misun-

derstood by other Americans. West Indians were thought of as a
monolithic group despite the significant historical and cultural difter-
ences between those from different homelands. To think of the many
lands in the Caribbean as a uniform whole is a vast oversimplification.
Despite a number of commonalities among the peoples of these lands,
there are cultural and linguistic differences between them (attributable
in part to the various colonial powers in the region) too subtle for most
Americans to detect but readily apparent to anyone from the
Caribbean. Often separated by different classes at home, even those
from the same land did not fit well when thrust together in America.
/As Jervis Anderson observes, Caribbean immigrants “clung to the
3/{ regional and insular attitudes of their particular backgrounds, and
there were almosF as many rivalries among them as there were between
them and the majority of black Americans in Harlem—who viewed the

West Indians with a mixture of reserve and resentment” (299).

angloA; if the te.gts)lons among these immigrants were not enough,
phone Caribbean immigrants also had to confront the often-
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contradictory stereotypes that were held by Americans. Carlbbi‘an
9)8

immigrants were considered to be crafty, intelligent, SENSIUVE, -
—o— e olannish, and frugal, stereo-

t?@R@!QdLPrQu.d,. 3ggressivé,_ ambitious, clanni .
types that continue today (Reid 107-08). These perceptons; of course,
’ ar situation. In

P W'QN.\....y'. -

frequently depended upon the viewer and the particul
some cases West Indians were looked upon more favorably by

n w m ks. Author Claude McKay,

A’EEEi.CanS than were American-born Blac :
for example, recounts an incident when, while celaxing in a cafe 1n
Pittsburgh largely frequented by African Americans, he was roundec,l,
up in a police dragnet intended to catch “«draft dodgers and vagrants.

After the judge had given out numerous sentences tO the American-
born Blacks, McKay’s turn came. He gave a short defense, after which
the judge inquired whether he had been born in Jamaica. When

McKay answered affirmatively, the judge replied, “IN1ce P
there a couple of seasons ago,” and dismissed the case. Thereafter,

McKay decided “to cultivate more my native accent” (7-9)-
The experiencedpf Caribbean immigrants in America, however,

were often not so benign as McKay’s. Many angl
immigrants had their first encounters with racia
United States. In their homelands, even if they had not been in a posi-

tion of power, they had been part of the majority. At home, although
class and skin color (a lighter pigmentation defined social status in
many Caribbean islands, particularly Jamaica) might have determined

‘he level of advancement they could attain, their lives had not been /

circumscribed solely by race. In fact, the bipolar distinction of Black
.nd White was alien to many Caribbean immigrants who had been

brought up with many gradations between groups based upon racial
complexion and class (Waters 29-31; N. Foner 12-13). They had

been taught that advancement would come through hard work and
merit and to deemphasize race as a means to social advancement.

These immigrants soon realized, however, that in the United States
upward mobility did not necessarily shield them from racism

(Vickerman 5-6, 112-13). McKay succinctly explains this realization
of the intractability of racism: “the first ime I had ever come face to

face with such manifest, implacable hate of my race . . . my feelings

were indescribable” (286, this volume).
The prejudice against Caribbean immigrants as both foreigners (

and Blacks caused them to resist assimilation assiduously. They held
tenaciously to their dress, culture, and religion (most American Blacks
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were B;l})[iSCS or A’iethodists, Whlle JnglOPhone Caril?beans tended to
be Episcupalian or Roman Catholic). The:)(ri alfs_czh retained tj’fcnr ties to
~reat Britain, with e than five thousand © em attending a cele-
Great Britain, with mor  "1937 (Reid 126-28)

pration for King George VI’s coronation .
West Indians often cried

Confused and : ed by American racism,
sed and A8y i British consulate. Many longed

- x lly in vain
out in despair (generally 1n val . a great many did. They

to return to their homelands, and, :
even if protracted, as

often thought of their stay In the United States, €V h
merely “a visit,” desperately holding on o the belief that they would

someday be able to return tO their land of birth .(Reid 179)..Tell.ingly,
West Indians had the lowest ratc of naturalization of any immigrant
group. According to the 1930 census, 25.6 percent of f(?relgn-born

Blacks twenty-one years of age and old
pared to 60.4 percent of foreign-born
Immigrant” 539). Much of the resistance 1O
Caribbeans, no doubt, was due to the vicious racia

fered as Blacks in America. Mary Waters, 1n Sp

Whites (Walter, “Caribbean

assimilation among
| prejudice they suf-

/century predecessors: “For these immigrants
/}/ entails becoming American black, which they perceive as lower social

/] status than staying a West Indian” (93).
Anglophone Caribbean immigrants faced bias not only from

White Americans. The juncture of West Indians and Black Americans
from the South in northern urban areas was not always a harmonious
one. The immigrants sometimes boasted about the progress they had
made in their new land. Some also felt that African Americans were

pporly efducated and lgcking in ambition, not fully understanding the
dlff.iculues .they expenenFed every day in dealing with American
racism, which often denied them proper education, housing, and

car:;:r OE}I,)OMtieS (Hathaway 21-22). Many American-born Blacks
on the other hand, maintained that anglophone Caribbean immigrant;

(t;};ogil;z ,?f tl:.emselves as supérior.. Their emphasis on schooling and
ki g 500[6);% an.d their pride in their British training and in
Spealdng EntpTh nghsh, made some American Blacks think they
ey gant. The main source of conflict between the groups was a

competition for jobs, control of black businesses, political

inf] -

%elrl:tm;:taagnociisst;mls)em general” (Hellwig 185). The result was a fre-

American Blacks Cart'\g[?en anglophone Caribbean immigrants and
- allbbeans were referred to as “monkey-chasers.”
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The lyrics to “The West Indies Blues,” a popular song of the era,
/ A-divin’

included ’]ines such as “I’ll make my livin’ sure’s you born,
after qua Fers” and reflected these negative feelings (qtd. 1n Reid 1‘14).
While ethnic differences between American Blacks and foreign-

born Blacks caused friction between the groups, 1t would be misleading /
to suggest that there was constant conflict between them. Some Black [ ‘

Americans were even enthralled by what the immigrants brought tO
America. Langston Hughes, for instance, praised what he witnessed 1N
anglophone Caribbean Harlem, calling it “warm, rambunctious, Sassy
... little pockets of tropical dreams in alien tongues” (qtd. 1n Anderson
300). Carter Woodson hailed the spirit of cooperation that often uni-
fied those within the Caribbean community (9). Moreover, social con-
ditions frequently forced the two groups into what Jamaican W. A.
Domingo described as “reconciling contacts.” These conditions
brought West Indians into common, albeit tenuous, political and social
alliances with Black Americans. As a result of these conflicting impuls-
es, a complex dynamié arose between African Americans and West
Indians, whereby the immigrants attempted to distance themselves
trom Black Americans because of perceived differences over cultural
values while simultaneously bonding with them on 1SSues of race

(Vickerman 137-60). As Philip Kasinitz observes, “Caribbean New

Yorkers of the 1920s and 1930s might have been immigrants in 2 city

of immigrants, but it was race that structured their life chances. Being
black determined where they lived and could not live, where they could

and could not go to school, what type of job they could get and the way
they were treated by Americans of all colors” (8).*

Success and the Myth of the Model Minority

Despite the obstacles they encountered, many immigrants flourished.

Their success was often facilitated by their background and abetted by
the strong bonds of community that prevailed. Caribbean immigrants,

perhaps because of their familiarity with migration, often developed
remarkably flexible survival skills in their new environment (Henke

38-42). The success of these immigrants is easily documented. For
example, in Who’s Who in Colored America (1930), 6 percent of those

listed were foreign-born Blacks, although they made up less than 1
percent of the Black population nationally (Walter and Ansheles
51-52). Black periodicals were peppered with stories of their various

achievements. They particularly excelled in business, from the wealthy




funeral director Howard A. Howell to the prosperous numbers banker
Casper Holstein.® Indeed, there was a common expression in Harlem
that “[w]hen a \West Indian got ‘ten cents above a beggar’ . . | he
opened a business” (qtd. in Osofsky 133). Many did struggle to open

businesses, sometmes foraying Into areas once off-limits for Blacks
» ’
vet their achievements Were often tempered by the stranglehold of

\Whirtes in business.
This reladve success does not mean, however, that Caribbear

. mierants, as conservative African American criic Thomas Sowell
has contended, were a “model minority,” one whose members through
hard work and grit alone could (unlike their American Black brethren)
succeed despite their skin color. This image of success was one that
developed, in part, due to a careful culavanon by West Indians them-
selves (see, for example, W. A. Domingo’s “Gift of the Black Tropics”
and Hubert H. Harrison’s “Prejudice Growing Less and Cooperation
on” in this volume).

. 1or some of the differences between these

rs of the African American community.

In buziness, for example, Caribbean immigrants did not face in their

home countries the harsh racism that many African Amenicans
endured: therefore, when they came to the United States, “[s]tarting a
business could be a realistic goal for those who had capital and expe-
rience” (Watkins-Owens, Blood Relations 127). In additon, many
Caribbean immigrants were far better off than their countrymen and

women at home. The cost of transportation alone excluded the poor-
est members of Caribbean society from the ranks of immigrants to the

United States.
While most Caribbean immigrants were far from wealthy, and

they were often forced to take domestic positions, their immigration
was, on the whole, from a higher social strata of educated and skilled

individuals. This was especially true after the Literacy Act of 1917 was
passed. Between 1918 and 1932, only about a third of anglophone
Caribbean immigrants could be classed as unskilled (Hold;:r 7-12).
Between 1924 and 1932, more than 98 percent of Caribbeans immi-

tgh'ratinfg dt]o the United States were literate, a percentage far exceeding
na:::itvz b © gfxzal})opuladon in their homelands as well as that of the
“ : Bniain €rican po ulation, bOth Bl ) §¢ - y
Caribbean Immigrant” 52p4...7 8) tack and Whise (Waker,
“7. . bt “
Enghsh H::S()tronlznjoa;ness l: emlnds us, .“[w]hatever the \'irtues ()f Q sound
chool education, not everyone in the Bridsh



Introduction 3

» 238). The

Caribbean reccived one” (“Explaining Afr

typical Caribbean immigrant to the United States in the early part ©
the twentieth century, however, was from the segment of the populé-
tion that did receive a quality education. In fact, 1t was the disparity 10

the Caribbean between the more prosperous, better-educated popula-

rion and those less well off that prompte eave their home-

land. Thus, it is not surprising t
often thrived in business and demonstrate

Gender Issues

Between 1900 and 1930, 43,
America, compared to 57,88
reasons why fewer women th
in this period, unlike today, w
Vork’s Caribbean population
to allow single women to migrate, an
such women might turn to prostitution, was

visas. Though their numbers were smaller, Caribbea
1 the country more permanently than did

grated often tended to stay 1n
men, in part because they were more likely to enter the country legally

(Watkins-Owens, “Early-Twentieth—Century” 29).
Caribbean women made substantial contributions to the social \

- etwork of the immigrant community, though the subject has received
little critical attention to date. In some Cases, they were the first mem-

bers of their families to arrive in America, helping to pave the way for

others. Hubert Harrison, Cyril Briggs, W. A. Domingo, and Richard
B. Moore, for example, all joined female family members upon first

arrival in the United States.
While gender restrictions often had curtailed their educational

opportunities in their home countries, most of the female immigrants

t-om the Caribbean had received a primary school education or ha
some training in a skilled trade. In America, these women typicall

}vor]l:ed as domestics or laundry workers or in the higher-paying jol
in the garment industry (as finishers, dressmakers, and nced\epéin

hen women make up

(Scott Al). Some families were T
d the U.S. government, fearing that



Women also were often central figures in the numerqy,
olent and rotaton credit associatnons (2 means of building Capitg]
pooling resources) that helped foster growth in the local comm by
and provided support for those in their native lands. Furthe ‘Nity
will be explored in more detail later in my introduction, they

frequent contributors to the political and literary arenas (\y, tkin
Owens, “Early-Twenteth-Century”). -

S beney,

The Decline and Revival of the Caribbean Commlmity

Although West Indian immigrants achieved great success in the
three decades of the twentieth century, hostlity toward IMMigrans

and particularly toward people of color, increased. markedly duﬁné

/and after World War I, as is evidenced by the anti-immigrant Alien

 / Act of 1918. The eftects of this hosulity are al.so rf:ﬂected in the

. Immigration Act of 1924, which greatly reduced immigration quotas

" for all but Northern Europeans. As a result of the Immigration Act

foreign-born Black immigration to the United States fell from 12243
in 1924 to 791 in 1925 (Walter, “The Caribbean Immigrant” 542)
Despite the obvious racism in the legislation, however, there was lj-
tle American-born Black opposition. Fred R. Moore, for example, in
an editorial in the conservative African American newspaper the New
York Age, denounced newer West Indians for “flaunt{ing] their British
allegiance” and for making “disloyal utterances.” W. E. B. Du Bois,
who had earlier written that he was “proud” of his own Caribbean her-
itage, essentially washed his hands of the whole matter: “The Nordic

champions undoubtedly put one over on us in the recent immigration

bill. If our West Indian friends had watched more carefully and
warned us, we might have been able to take some effective step” (qtd.

in Watkins-Owens, Blood Relations 28).

The 1924 act signaled the end of the first great wave of anglo-
phone Caribbean immigration to the United States. The decline was
hastened considerably by the onset of the Great Depression and the
subsequent shortage of jobs. By 1933, as was the case with many
immigrant groups at the time, more West Indians were leaving the




The continuing surge

rethink, if not reconceive, the nouon
rake stock of the newer facets of the globalizati

5). As Holger Henke has stated, «\While the res
beginning to experience 1zat] |

located at the center of this maelstrom fo ** k out-
(153). The Caribbean person 's almost from hirth taught tO 00
litical and environmental events, O |

ward, because of ov
limited educational and e

thus a natural part of the Caribbean psyche. o
.lism were already present, then, 11 e

The seeds of transnation
early Caribbean immigrants. Their correspondence;
~ipation 1N nationalistiC OT

broader Unive AL
sintain ties with their countries (OF region) of orign at
eir NewW

the same time that they were establishing themselves in their
lands. The close proximity of their native lands and the constant influx

of new immigrants abetted this process, and this has increased €xpo-
_five years (Sutton 15-29; N. Foner 7-10;

nentially over the past thir
Thomas 45-58; Basch, Schiller, and Blanc). In these tumes of ever
Michelle Stephens notes, historicizing

increasing global movement, as
ch us something new about the very

the Caribbean experience can " tea
construction and use of hegemonic categories of race, nation and eth- l

nicity throughout the [twenty-first] century” (594).

Political and Social Aspects: The “Making” of a Radical

he A.merica that the an l . .
I g Ophone Carlbbean lmmi | ed t



Crow laws were pervasive and Blacks had little political clout. Bog)k
T. Washington, founder of the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama re:r
mained a powerful presence. Washington, an often maligne 1 be-
complex figure, advocated racial accommodation, believing that Col;t
ditions for American Blacks could best be advanced by industrial an;l
agricultural expertise rather than agitation toward civil rights. Despite

the opposition of other Black leaders, including W. E. B. Du Bois ang
Ida B. Wells Barnett, Washington’s position, which had its base in the
rural South, held sway in the late nineteenth century and the early
years of the twentieth century.’

, This period was among the most blatantly racist In America’s
history. Legal decisions such as Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) legitimized

Jim Crow. Popular author Thomas Dixon celebrated t}}e Ku Klux
L}/ Klan in his novel The Clansman (1905), which was the basis for D. W,

Griffith’s classic film, The Birth of a Nation (1915). In fact, tbe Klan
reorganized itself in 1915, emerging more virulent than ever 1n both
the North and the South. Workplace discrimination was rampant, and
lynching continued unabated. As ‘he United States entered World

War I, deep racial unrest divided the nation, culminating 1n a race riot

World War I, but many, such as Du Bois, ultimately urged them to

«close ranks” with White America and to participate in the struggle

/ (the Crisis, July 1918). The hopes of many Black leaders were raised by

| President Woodrow Wilson’s famous Fourteen Points speech on
,/ | January 8, 19158, with its proposal for self-determination of subject peo-
| ples. Their aspirations, however, were quickly dashed when Wilson

rurned out to be unsympathetic to demands for equality at home.
Though close to 400,000 Blacks fought in the War, after its fin-

ish in 1918 many saw that their sacrifices had largely been in vain.
This was particularly difficult to accept for those who had served in
France, with its somewhat more egalitarian views on race. The North,

too, was a source of disillusionment for the New Negro. Many Blacks,
seeing the increased demand for labor during the war years and seek-
ing escape from poverty, lynching, and Jim Crow, sought refuge in the
North only to encounter de facto segregation there. Harlem was rife
with social ills of its own, including overcrowding, job discrimination,

a scarcity of Black-owned businesses, crime, and high tuberculosis and

infant mortality rates (Wintz 24-29).



Thoroughly disillusioned, many Blacks began to fight back, par-
£1919, when there Were

ticularly during the so-called Red Summer O : d
bloody uprisings in a number of cities, including Chicago 2!

Washington (Lewis, When Harlem 3-24). The government

dered radical—in th
“rqcial change of Wth.h they

Crystal Srair 69). Durnng the
.____.__,Mi,t._,c_hc“ Palm

ordered a series of raids in which over ten
arrested and some three hundred deported. Many peop\e
. : . . d With gov—

surveillance, radical organizations were routl

the Negro World, the Crusader, and even the more

the National Association for
(NAACP), the Crisis, were deemed seditious. In Novem

Palmer submitted a report on Black periodicals to the }
partment that was a scathing indictment of ;
cies of these publications. In that same year,
Clayton R. Lusk headed a committee t
«Bolshevism” in New York and the dangers it p . ‘

' Se1Z-

his research by making illegal raids on the sociali
ing material, and reporting on the committee’s research 1n

(P. Foner, American Socialism 292-315; Kornweibel, No Crystal Stair
66—104).° In such a climate, when any Black who dared aspire to full
equality with Whites was branded a radical, only the boldest (or most

Jisaffected) would choose to belong to subversive groups.

inition, a Negro radical is “an over-

(James, Holding Aloft 2). The large-scale involvement of Caribbean
immigrants in radical American political movements 1s remarkable,

especially when one considers that since many were not citizens, they

could not vote, hold office, or even register in a political party. This rad-
1c‘:~1*h§m’theﬂy manifested itself thraugh a somewhat permeable involve-

T ke
I i

litant trade unions, Black nationalist, or socialist or

- R
e

ment in_mi
communist organizations (W alter, “Black Immigrants” 13 1).‘0.“
There has been much discussion of the reasons for anglophone

Caribbean radicalism. Kelly Miller, for example, believed that



/ Caribbeans were conservative while in their home countrieg b
/
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" became “radical abroad” (qtd. in Henry 29). Ira Reid, Harold Cryg,

Dennis Forsythe, and Keith Henry all, to varying degrees, advance ,
/! similar theory of political transformation on the part of Caribbean

!
/ ) migrants. There are several flaws, however, in such reasoning. Firgt it
' ] s . . - ?
,- is inaccurate to assume the submissiveness of Caribbean people 4

home. Caribbean rebelliousness has a long history, dating back to the
Maroons, runaway slaves who established their own communities

Many Caribbean immigrants, such as Marcus Garvey and W, A
Domingo, had already exhibited radical tendencies in the West Indies
having been part of trade unions or nationalist organizations. Thé
seeds for their behavior were planted in their homelands, only to reach
fruition under differing conditions in their new land.

Upon arriving in the United States, anglophone Caribbean peo-

ple, like many immigrants, felt a loss of status and prestige from what
they had known in their homelands. Black immigrants, having been
among the elite in the Caribbean, had generally received a solid pri-
mary and secondary school education and job training, giving them

the skills that would allow them to expect good positions; therefore,
many were genuinely shocked when they faced discrimination in

America that they had not endured at home. They had been unaccus-
tomed in their homelands to Jim Crow laws, let alone more heinous

crimes such as lynching.
In addition, because they often had been forced to move abroad

due to limited higher educational and employment opportunities,
Caribbean immigrants, like other immigrants who tended to be at the

fore of radical politics, generally had a more international viewpoint
than many native-born Americans. The experience of seeing life n
other countries and interacting with other Blacks helped lead

Caribbean immigrants to a more Pan-African perspective. Further-

more, the immigrants, unlike most Black Americans, who were linked
to the Republican party, felt no special allegiance to any one political
party and had few qualms about aligning themselves with other partes

(James, Holding Aloft 50-91; Walter, “Caribbean Immigrant” 532-35);

Garveyism



rthur (Arturo) Alfonso Schomburg, the famous bibliophile
and champion of Black culture, was born in San Juan
. Puerto Rico, on January 24, 1874. His mother, a Blacl\:
migrant worker from the Virgin Islands, raised him with little assis-
tance from his father, the son of a Puerto Rican woman and a German
immigrant. The nurturing influence of his mother and his maternal
grandparents seems to have been the shaping factor in his life (James

201-02). Schomburg gained some formal education in Puerto Rico

and_the } “lrglmlﬂaWas largel}i ielf-tilught'. His interest in
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Black culture dates back to his school days in Puerto Rico, when the
taunting of his White teachers and classmates that Blacks had no
significant achievements pushed him to seek out as many works by

_ Blaek-authors as he could. While in Puerto Rico, Schomburg also™
took an active interest i the Cuban and Puerto Rican independence

movements.
Schomburg arrived in the United States on April 17, 1891, soon

finding employment in a law office. While in America, he continued
his interest in Cuban and Puerto Rican independence. In 1892, he
published his first article, a description of a political club he hag
helped form, in Patria, a journal founded by Cuban revolutionary an

author Jose Marti. o
Schomburg took a position at Bankers Trust Company 11 1

- - .' «olored Black culture,
During his years as a law clerk and banl\erfbltl)z :I;‘,Paz 1 chroughout the

making trips to Central America, ibbeath e also one o ¢ e
United States, where he collected materials.
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goicty h:lNc[.',"‘" Academy in 1922, AW
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l sl -i!:,r §10,000 thrnugb a grant trom %
"”"k.s' ' bhrary | I ¢ was 10 be the ‘m‘i‘s for the 'Sd"m“mr C!
])ultllc | '(,'(,rpl’r" On. | ”"k (ulture (2 pd't‘t()‘_f -t!‘.,c Ncw Y})ﬂ( PU‘)\'\Q a
Carncg® ) Rescarch j_;1l¥|=l‘t.li‘,l] of qaterials on t.hff SUbjECtin gy, ‘ ¢
Lents? ” he largest f'“”“. ollection wWas a fraction of the CXPenge ' (
l/”’mry,)"} . cost paid for the L,rm of limited financial resources, j |

\ a 1N “[Jecause [ have a lot of books doeg

gy saids

7 (qtd. 10 Walrond 6). Still,
available for them at hig req;.
have the collection housed 4
the center of llar!c.m. The library quick-
. olace for many of the rising young talents ang
ceting P . of the Harlem Renaissance. The vagt
-ovided aid and assistance, not
s and researchers, inc\uding
es, Jessie Fauset, Alain Locke,

urg compiled P

James Weldon Johnson, Langston Hugh

and Claude McKay. om Bankers Trust on a medical

m chronic headaches and nose-

became of the Negro Col.lec.ti(’)n at Fisk Univer-
bleeds) an D70 ir | Due to diminishing resources at

ever, Schomburg was forced to leave his position. In 1932,
i ovided funding for Schomburg to retum

Library. He held this position until his death on June 10, 1938, fol-
ing complications from a tooth infection.
Schomburg’s lifelong interest 1n Black culture

diaspora is reflected not only in

but also in his published work. Although he was not the most sl
author in either English or Spanish (the essays in Eng d fre-

throughout the
his name

and reprinted. in Locke’s The New Negro), where Schomburg 2
ledges th.e desire for Blacks to claim their racial identity;
y stressing the need for scrupulous accuracy in studying Bla




Arthue A. Schomburg

m

fervently believed that “[h]istory must restore what slavery took
» Schomburg admired Garvey, a fellow Pan-Africanist and

.ck nationalist, and, like him, felt the way to achieve Black

liberation was through the education of the Black masses.
Despite his lack ot formal education, Schomburg was an astute
- of Black heritage, utilizing whatever means he could to

collecto
acquire materials. He made frequent appeals to booksellers and™
sends to track d - .

own Black artifacts. The result of his relentless

friends to trac
offorts was the creation of a collection of unparalleled scope and

hreadth. This is the legacy by which he will be best remembered.

The bulk of Schomburg’s

materials are located at

Howard University and the Char

University.

the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center at
les S. Johnson Collection at Fisk
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1 iddle-class family in the hills of Jamaica on
| September 15, 1889, Festus Claudius McKay became one of

& he leading literary figures
McKay, the youngest child in a large family, w
his parents, who instilled in him a sense of Black pnde. dee
' Jove for his mother is evident in such poems as “My Mother 7 Thongh

he felt no such strong affection for his father, who told h1m folk sto-

ries about Africa, Claude always harbored a res - hir
ily’s influence continued through his eldest brother, U 12

(known as U. Theo), an elementary school teacher - who was respon-
sible for the boy’s early education. e i afhaiive
McKay was further educated by Walu’er , a wealthy Eng:
llshman who had written a book on Jam ';' Cs an. fo.
famaican Song and Story (1907). ] __ﬂ

Jamaican dialect poetry. The re
Constab Ballads (McKay had be%ﬂl :
ary). In these volumes, '.
,,al amalca and the v1brancy 1€ CC
ton J ames pomts out, “McKa 's»; O e
Class, justice and i Injustice, ¢ j;"'f and revolt are ail gauss =
Sion” (5 6) 1 =g ' .

;N GScape the nmw‘ .

in tltl.lte n 191& t‘aﬁf”}a‘ r at Kar
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“‘[]‘}L\ \l\]rlt ()

» (Lang M = /.;.;;m Home 4). He knew that he had “\,
el t

hitions and came to New York C:

rian am ' W
forced 1nto @ ~rumber of menial jobs, he

as he ca1dl, |
O hold of mM¢

}‘(.h‘ 4!
| her than agra

erath ral

‘ ‘hough he Wis A - r remet 1 '

914, 3 ~irement Of | larlem. Despite fondly e ],lberlng, his days In

. the excite ~Kay was fascin ited by the city, saying «| ga\}
a e

Jamalca, M .
”i."ln y (lCL‘l) down into . . . [the] rh ] o of

Wl O }_{'L‘(liné., 1 . l bl
Mysc | A L naing s of the most pleasura :
Harlem life which still remains On& of t l © S€nsatigpe

g AL Iy
of my blood’ (qtd. in Cooper ,-).. ;g
Not all of these early experiences, NOWEVET, WETe SO pleasayy

ared for the racism he encountered in Amerje,
his involvement 1n radical political mov ements,
. Hubert Harrison. McKay published EXten:

Ihc‘ hlll.\'
entirely up

and 19232 Despite his frequent use of stilted language and his relian e
on traditional form, he was nnovative in his use of the sonnet to treat
nolitical issues. It was in the Liberator that he published “If We Mys:
Die.” The poem, with its message of defiance, became a paean tq
many oppressed groups and established McKay as a well-known figyre
in radical circles. Though the sonnet does not state directly that it
ileals with White/Black relationships, as Nathan Huggins maintains
no one could doubt that the author was a black man and the ‘we’ Oi'




Shought of as the first major work of the Harlem Renaissance The

solume was an expanded vc.trsion ot Springtime in New Hampshire (pub-
jished while McKay was in England in 1920) but included several
Sieces, such as “If We Must Die,” dealing with racial issues excluded
fwm the earlier volume. McKay had been advised to omit these polit-
jcally charged poems, but he regretted his initial temerity. The vol-
ame’s combination of highly charged political poems and romantic
" ones such as “The Tropics in New York” and “Flame-Heart,” dream-

ly nostalgic remembrances of Jamaica, demonstrate the two conflict-
ing strains in McKay’s writing: one political and urban and the other
romantic and pastoral. These two sides often co-exist in an uneasy
tension in McKay’s work.

_ The political aspects of McKay’s philosophy are demonstrated
in his interest in the Russian Revolution. Although he denied ever hav-
“ing been a member of the Communist Party, McKay clearly had con-
nections with it, even helping to move the African Blood Brotherhood,

a group to which he briefly belonged, into its athliation with the Com-
munist Party. McKay visited the Soviet Union in 1922-23. As he said
his autobiography, A Long Way from Home: “Russia signaled. A vast
upheaval and a grand experiment. What could T understand there?
What could I learn for my life, for my work? Go and see, was the
command” (150). He was one of two Blacks, with Otto Huiswoud, at -
the Fourth Congress of the Comintern in Moscow in 1922. McKay
y red the ma,onty members of the American Communist Party,
who favored remaining underground; instead, he sided with the open
Workers’ Party of America. Despite attempts by the American Com-
munist Party to expel McKay generally was feted throughout his
BSit meetin . Leon Trotsky, giving readings of his work, and having a
o ~m nublished in Pravda. The articles he wrote for the




says, including *Seel
Jhsd several cssiys, 1NE Havie
- :.‘.”w\ -\llh“ll}lh ’\L' WIS Hllpl"(‘&&ﬂl hy “\QM w t
L \..mm Union, McKay was "l‘P“!'cd by %ahﬂ%m
Jarty 1 America. As with other INsues, MC&VM“Q

Y rhis IN0C gaused him to muke c"cr"ic“ andi“h“‘ \
g5 () anti-communist although often lMy "M‘k

Marxist beliels, "

Alter leaving Russia, Mckay iwg':t';l 2 Sc'n.cs'of tr.nveh ‘ ™
Forope and North Afnca m:.u'kc:l‘hy } n;'ss (’f‘l‘;LUdlng 1003% :
sl syphilis) and persistent Iu!anf‘ml pn)dan’a . “’Opcnod,w«“"
erury productivity, During lln‘s rme, 'I’VI’ )’ worked o0 & proc
sovel of Harlem Life, *Color Scheme, Unable to ﬁnd ".m'uh!%ﬁ:
e work because of its graphic nature, McKay destroyed the s

seript in frustration. Some ol the matcr.inl for thxs novel, I.N
;mdou’.m'dlv went into the making of his lx:stsc]lmg QW[{“;
Harlens (1928). The story of Jake, an earthy young AWOL, soldie,
and Rav, o Haitan intellectual, reflects the two sides of Mcx".‘!‘v-
che. The novel brought on a firestorm of conflicting views, A
Blacks, particularly those in the middle class, still SMATting. fron,
White author Carl Van Vechten's novel of the sordid side of Hap
lem life, Nigger Heaven (1926), felr that McKay was contribues

the negative stereotyping of Blacks with his gritty portrayal offﬂ:,
lem life. Home to Harlem is rife with abusive relationships, drugs and
alcohol, violence, loose sex (both heterosexual and hmnoscnnl},ad
color complexes. Many of the incidents, no doubt, were taken from
McKay's own experiences. There is little sense of family, and Rav is
the sole representative of Black middle-class life in the novel. In short,
the novel horrified much of the Black bourgeoisie. Whar the eritics
filed to see was that McKay used his imaginative skills “to evoke s

sense ol Harlem's




is novel anc title o .
=3 anjtsh T SRS e g » & Collection of short st
: sely in Jamaica (.suc.h as "Crazy Mary”) or New York (“Mat I
et ] for SW cetman’), followed in 1932. Banana Bottom (19’43' 8
. young girl, Bita Plant, returns to the Jamaica of I\.icz&:h’c
.':.*' It . a celebration of folklife despite the hardshi : P
’; ;. Despite the high literary quality of his fiction. particularly
',.‘N . Bortorn, McKay's work sold poorly, in part as a result of the
B et Depression.
F By the ame McKay returned to America in 1934, he was largely
B otten, as 1S reflected by the poor sales of A Long Way from Home
1937) and collectjon of essays, Harlem: Negro Metropolis (1940). In
S early essay, Mckay ha.d.wntt.en that “each soul must save itself.”
fet despite his herce individualism and skepticism of organizations,
cKay seemed compelled to join groups. After his return to America,
McKay joined one final organization, the Catholic Church, in 1944.
Perhaps his decision to become an American citizen in his later years
Lac also an attempt to belong, at last, instead of continuing a life of
aceless wandering. He died in Chicago on May 22, 1948, and is
yuried in New York.’

NOTES

The largest collection of McKay materials is located in the James
Weldon Johnson Collection at Yale University.

B 1. Although McKay’s Jamaican dialect poetry goes outside the
wronological and geographic scope of this anthology, its importance must be

f‘b 1. Unfortunately, because of its difficulty for non-Jamaicans, it has
ot been given its proper due. For further discussion, see Cooper and espe-

ly James. For more on McKay’s years in Jamaica see his A Long Way from

{on ..‘u My Green Hills of famaica and Five Jamaican Short Stories, ed.

Mervyn Morris (Kingston: Heinemann Education Books, 1979). See also
sooper 1-62; Tillery 3-37; and Rupert Lewis and Maureen Lewis, “Claude
McKay’s Jamaica,” Caribbean Quarterly 13 (1977): 38-53.
~ 2. This was not the same periodical that was edited by Cyril Briggs.
3. For more on McKay and England see Cooper 103-33 ; Cooper and
sbert C. Reinders, “A Black Briton Comes Home: Claude McKay in
fland,” Race 9 (1967): 67-83; and Tillery 42-48.
4 McKav would o n Garveyism throughout his
(Garvey rallies, and in 1919, at the
IcKay published several articles
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o The Tired Worker
O whisper, O my soul! The - afternoon

Is waniny into evening, whhtpcr mE¢
Peace, O my rebel heart!® fOf oon the m
Fram out its mim' veil will g “:‘.’.‘.'.:

N o e
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Weary my veins, my brain, my life! Have pit

No! Once ain the harsh, the ugly
From Harlem Shadows 1922




Al u‘ smiling sadly in thc O‘d —— way
\hg, p()lnttd o [he nall “here hung mtca
Jer eyes said: I shall last another dug P-

gut scarcely had we reached the distant place.
1Vhen o’er the hills we heard a faint bej ringing:
A boy came running up with frightened face- :
We knew the fatal news that he was bringing.

[ heard him listlessly, without 2 moan,

Although the only one 1 loved was gone.

[

The dawn departs, the morning is begun,

The trades* come whispering from off the seas,
The fields of corn are golden in the sun,

The dark-brown tassels fluttering in the breeze;

Up to the school-house crumbling on the hill.
The older folk are at their peaceful toil,

Some pulling up the weeds, some plucking corn,
And others breaking up the sun-baked soil.
Float, faintly-scented breeze, at early morn

So much have I fOthtten in ten years,
jef years! I have forgot

ur ': le apples come to juice,

e o s e e
mﬁh their curious fluting.

ter blm Sﬁn remember
2’ wd, blood-red in warm December.
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 qrnedd aside and bowed my head and w
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|
o Hariem Shadous 1922

if Ve Must Dhe

aust die, let it not be like hogs

nnmcd and \\cnncd in an inglorious spot,

round us bark the mad and hungry dogs
| A\
cursed lot.

1( \\\‘

| W\ hile
\aking their mock at our ac

e. O let us nobly die,

1 we must i
blood may not be shed

Oour pl’t‘ci()us

[n vain; then eveR the monsters we dely

Shall be constrained to honor us though dead!

o must meet the commaon foe!

gh far outnumbere
d blows deal one deathblow!

And for their thousan
\What though before us lies the open grave?

11 face the murderous, cowardly pack,
but fighting back!

] .ike men we
Pressed to the wall, dying,
Harlem Shadows 1922

From

America

Although she feeds me bread of bitterness,
And sinks into my throat her tiger’s tooth,
Stealing my breath of life, T will confess

I love this cultured hell that tests my youth!

ides into my blood,

Darkly 1 gaze into the days ahead,

;' nd see her might and granite wonders there,

Beneatt the touch of Time’s unerring hand,

ke price ess treasures sinking in the sand.
arlem Shadows 1922



¢ H alone,

ol the hoat,
_for thuy us sweeb-—

naked I
deptim of vhe hottest zone.

Y ou will not note 4
¢ shall vremble not i

(erance 1o any moarn.
y gpits forth Bery Spears;

Red axpish tongues <hout wordlessly my name,
Desire destroys, CONSUIMES 1wy maortal fears,

Transforming me into 3 shape of fame.
back to your world of tears,

\y heat fate to meet,

My mouth give W

The yawning Oves

| will come out,
A stronger soul within 2 finer frame.

'rom [uricen Shaddamy 1922

Exhortation: Summer, 1919*
Through the pregnant aniverse rumbles life's ternfic thunder,
And Earth’s bowels quake with terror strange and terribile storms

hreak,
Lighming-torches Hame the heavens, kindling souls of men, thers

under;
Africa! long ages sleeping, O my motherland, awake!
In the East the clouds glow crimson with the new dawn thatis
breaking, N
An’d its golden glory fills the western skies.
O my brothers and my sisters, wake! arise!
For the new birth rends the old carth and the very dead are waking
Ghosts are turned Hesh, throwing off the gnvc’s-.disgni!n,
‘;”di‘: foolish, even childrén, are made wise; .
: E th groans in travail for the strong, new world in.
my bro - :
W k’; . .tfhcrs,\ dmmll!g for dim centuries,
ake from sleeping: to th -
Ping: 1o the East turn, turn your eyes!




b the night is sweert for |
. tor sleeping, by
vorking | ' ahining day’
_ | S waork .
Lons of the seduetive night, for your chilg P
’ * 4 ‘" : » ‘
crom the deep primeval forests where (s r
hn'ki'\}l\ :
our heavy-lide | 10
it up your heavy-lidded eyes, Ethiopigy!

on'y Childiey', make
“ronching |e mcml'\'

awake!

iy the East the clouds glow erimson widh

ln‘c-.\kmg. ¢ new dawn thar iy
\nd 1ts golden glory fills the western skies.
O my brothers and my sisters, wake! arise!
For the new birth rends the old earth and the very dead are wak
Ghosts are turned flesh, throwing off the grave's disguise © waking,
And the foolish, even children, are made wise; |

For the big earth groans in travail for the strong, new world in

making—
O my brothers, dreaming for long centuries,

Wake from sleeping; to the Fast turn, turn your eyes!

From Harlem Shadows 1922

The White House*

But I possess the courage and the grace

To bear my anger proudly and unbent.
The pavement slabs burn loose beneath my feet,

And passion rends my vitals as | pass,
A chafing savage, down the decent Street;

Where boldly shines your shuttered door of glass.
Oh T must search for wisdom every hour,
Deep in my wrathful bosom sor¢ and raw,
And find in it the superhuman power
To hold me to the letter of your law’
Oh I must keep my heart inviolate,
Against the poison of your deadly hate.
From the Liberator May 1921
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lar to the i es at home constitute about 14 percent of the

he W ‘ : ot : | 5 |
“l - and they generally contorm t}‘: th? standard of "
ton oniy w noor ones accept their fate resjgn -
1o, The few poor ones : . gnedly .1
rcspccl'ill"'”." ['he few | Yandlwe

S the natives. The government is toleram, SOmey)
hased on the principle of equal justice to all, | |, ad héara;

of prejudice ‘v America but never dr'camed of it belflg SO intenselyhit
cer: for at home there 1s also pre)Ufhce of the English sort, subtle k.
dionified, rooted in class distinction—color and race } ing haxd]y

raken into account.

[t was such an atmosphere 1 left fOI: America to find here strong
white men, splendid types, ofbetter phyanue than any I had everm

exhibiting the most primitive animal hatred towards thejr weake

. : veaker
black brothers. In the South daily murders of a nature most hidegy,

and revolting, in the North silent acquiescence, deep hate half*hiﬂden
under a puritan respectability, oft flaming up into an occasional lynch-
ing—this ugly raw sore in the body of a great nation. At first [ was hor-
rified, my spirit revolted against the ignoble cruelty and blindness of

it all. Then I soon found myself hating in return but this feeling
couldn’t last long for to hate is to be miserable i




his great catastrophe (World \War 1
yroving the real hollowness: of nadonh
mq‘ 1NIO5! Ol U\C lhmg-: which GNe wWis

| oY

IS

s very little to tell of my uneventful career. T was bors n
o the linde island ol Jamaica on the 15th of Seprember
srandparents were slaves, my parents free-born. My mmhc;
weet-natured, fond of books; my father, honest, stern even
s hal\""“’*”' hard wn.rking. beginning . empty-handed he coaxed a
i Jiving from the soil, bu.ught lat.ul. nn.d grew to be a comparatively
‘ SpErous small settler, A firm believer in education, he tried o give
i his cight children the best he could afford,

= [ was the last child and when I was nine years old my mother sent
e o my oldest brother who was a schoolmaster in the northwestern
Sart of the island.

T From that nme on | became interested in books. The school
hutlding, to which was attached the teacher's cottage, was an old slave
house, plain, substantial and comfortable, My brother, an amateur
Lurnalist, country correspondent for the city papers, was fond of good
hooks and possessed a nice library—all the great English masters and

3 few translations from the ancients. Not canng very much for play
and having plenty of leisure 1 spent nearly all my time out of school

peading. I read whatever pleased my fancy, secretly seribbling in prose

and verse at the same tume, novels, history, Bible literature, tales in
verse like Scott’s I read, and nearly all Shakespeare's plays for the
absorbing story interest. As yet | couldn’t perceive the truths. Now,
Jooking back, T can see that that was a great formative period of my
life—a time of perfect freedom to play, read and think as I liked.
| fini hool with my brother and helped him to
teach while studying further under him. In 1906 T passed an examina-
" Scholarship and was apprenticed to a

.;--;.;.’.-'..u than :. IS I
view, introduced me
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bandv. The life was different and fascinating and one can do menial
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- I:mawaiter on the railroad now. Here are a few of my poems.

Griled at nearly everything

rily—porter, houseman, janitor,

From Pearson’s Magazine September 1918
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out the world, wherever there are race-conscious Negro groups. But
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