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Prof. Pentangelo
Fall 2025



What We’ll Cover
1. Personal introductions
2. Course introduction
3. A bit of morphology
4. For next time
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Personal Introductions
• I’m Joseph Pentangelo.
• I live on Staten Island with my wife, Rebecca, our daughter, 

Elizabeth, and our cat, Babycat.
• I’m a linguist and folklorist.
• I graduated from the Macaulay Honors College at the College of 

Staten Island in 2012. Later, I got my PhD in Linguistics from the 
Graduate Center, CUNY, in 2020.

• Your turn! Name, major, year, and a hobby or anything cool.
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Icebreaker
• Find Someone Who…
• Don’t fill in yourself on your own sheet.
• Don’t use the same person for two squares.



Syllabus and Website
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Keep your paper copies!

Bring them to class! ling350fall25.commons.gc.cuny.edu



Morphology
• What is a word?
• Is “shirt” a word?
• What does it mean?
• Is “dog” a word?
• What does it mean?
• Is “the” a word?
• What does it mean?
• Is “gonna” a word?
• How many words are there in: “I shouldn’t’ve lent her my shoes.”
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How can we tell these are both dogs?



More on Words
• “He is a fool.”
• “They are fools.”
• Are “fool” and “fools” the same 

word?

• “He is a child.”
• “They are children.”
• Are “child” and “children” the 

same word?
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• “I love to walk.”
• “I am walking.”
• Are “walk” and “walking” the 

same word?

• “He is a kid.”
• “You have to be kidding.”
• Are “kid” and “kidding” the 

same word?



Lexicogenesis
• Where do words come from, anyway?
• How do you know if something is a word?
• Can you just make up words on your own?
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For next time
• Read chapters 1 and 2 in the textbook. There will be a quiz on this 

reading and on what we did today at the start of class.
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