AMST1010: American Identities, Fall 2025
Monday and Wednesday, 2:25-3:30
Room: Boylan 3156
Instructor: Justin Gallagher
Email: jugallagher@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday, 11:45-1:45, or by appointment
 
 
Course Description
This course is an introduction to American Studies through issues and questions of identity. What is identity? How are our identities formed, and how do they function? What does it mean to be “American?” Who can and cannot claim that identity, and on what terms? How do American identities shape factors such as class, race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and language, and how are they shaped by those factors?
 
This semester, we will seek answers to these questions across academic disciplines, and in a wide range of source material, including legal documents, legislation, poetry, film, artwork, and music. Rather than settle on a final definition of either “America” or “identity,” we will explore both as products of on-going dialogue, debate, and change, all shaped by aspects of cultural difference and social power.
 
Goals
I hope that by the end of the term, you’re able to explain much of what is at stake in how we think about American identity; that you can describe various theories of identity as they’re used in cultural studies; that you can map the political, cultural, and social forces that form American identities, and that you’re able to apply analytic and theoretical frameworks to the interpretation of cultural texts.
 
Required Materials
You can find links to most of the course readings on the digital version of the syllabus on Blackboard. Those readings that aren’t linked on the syllabus will be posted in the Course Readings section of Blackboard.
You must bring a copy of the reading, something to write with, and paper to class every day.
You will also need to activate your CUNY New York Times account. Directions for doing this can be found here.
 
 
Assignments and Grading Criteria
Participation:
Engaged, informed participation is vital to your success in this course. This means attending class regularly with the required text, something to write with, and something to write on. It also means being prepared to speak about the text when called upon. Read the assigned text closely and carefully and ask questions. Remember, if there is something in the text that you find weird or puzzling, that is almost always a GREAT starting point for analysis. Bring it up in class! Knowledge of the material will be tested in occasional, unannounced quizzes. These quizzes factor into your participation grade as well.
 
In-Class Writing:
There will be frequent low stakes in-class writing assignments, both creative and analytic.
 
Analytic essay:
You will complete one in-class essay.
 
The Listening Project:
This course is participating in the Brooklyn College Listening Project. You will record and conduct a half hour interview with a person of your choice as part of the project.
 
Creative Project:
In addition to your two written projects, you will also be asked to one of the course readings with a creative project. Details will be shared nearer the due date.
 
 
Grading Breakdown
Participation: 20%
In-class writing and quizzes: 10%
Listening Project: 20%
In-class essay: 10%
Creative project:
              	Project proposal: 5%
              	Annotated bibliography 10%
              	Final project: 20%
Presentation: 5%
 
Classroom Policies
Attendance:
To help you arrive in class on time, there will be beginning-of-the-class activities used for attendance. Arriving late or leaving the class for more than 15 minutes will be marked for ½ absence. Students missing more than three class meetings will lose a letter grade from their final course grade.
 
Electronics:
You may use laptops and tablets in class, but for classwork only. Headphones and phones must be put away during class. If I see them out once class has begun, you will lose all participation and attendance credit for that day.
 
Late Submission:
Essays turned in late will be penalized half a letter grade for each class meeting they are late. Late work will not be accepted after two weeks have passed from the original due date.
 
Use of AI:
You may not use large language models, translation apps, or grammar-checking software in this class. When you submit any kind of work, you are asserting that you have created it completely on your own unless you indicate otherwise using quotation marks and proper citation for the source(s) you used to help you. Submitting content that has been generated by someone other than you, or that was created or assisted by an AI generative tool is cheating and constitutes a violation of Academic Integrity.
 
Academic Integrity:
Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity in an honest, truthful and responsible manner. Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating on exams, falsification, and unapproved collaboration. You can review CUNY’s policy on academic integrity here.
 
 
Schedule

Week 1
Wednesday, August 27, 2025
	Introductions and expectations

Week 2
Monday, September 1, 2025
No class

Wednesday, September 3, 2025
	Diagnostic essay

Week 3
Monday, September 8, 2025
​​Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence

Wednesday, September 10, 2025
Frederick Douglass, What to a Slave Is the 4th of July?

Week 4
Monday, September 15, 2025
Frederick Douglass, What to a Slave Is the 4th of July?

Wednesday, September 17, 2025
	In-class essay

Week 5
Monday, September 22, 2025
No class

Wednesday, September 24, 2025
No class

Week 6
Monday, September 29, 2025
Listening Project workshop

Wednesday, October 1, 2025
	No class

Week 7
Monday, October 6, 2025
Natalie Diaz, American Arithmetic

Wednesday, October 8, 2025
	The American Yawp, Indigenous America

Week 8
Tuesday, October 14, 2025
Conversion day
Congressional Apology to Native Americans
Layli Long Soldier, Whereas

Wednesday, October 15, 2025
	Philip Deloria, from Playing Indian

Week 9
Monday, October 20, 2025
No class

Wednesday, October 22, 2025
	Creative Project workshop

Week 10
Monday, October 27, 2025
	Lauren Berlant, Citizenship
Creative Project proposal due
Wednesday, October 29, 2025
The 14th Amendment
Protecting the Value and Meaning of American Citizenship executive order

Week 11
Monday, November 3, 2025
	Laila Lalami, I’m a Muslim and Arab American. Will I Ever Be an Equal Citizen?

Wednesday, November 5, 2025
	Listening Project due

Week 12
Monday, November 10, 2025
	Protecting the American People Against Invasion executive order

Wednesday, November 12, 2025
Karla Cornejo Villavicencio, Waking up from the American Dream
	Annotated bibliography due

Week 13
Monday, November 17, 2025
Colin Thubron, The Artificiality of Nations

Wednesday, November 19, 2025
	Natalia Molina, How Race is Made in America

Week 14
Monday, November 24, 2025
	Jack Halberstam, Gender

Wednesday, November 26, 2025
	Amia Srinivasan, The Right to Sex

Week 15
Monday, December 1, 2025
Wesley Morris, Why is Everyone Always Stealing Black Music?

Wednesday, December 3, 2025
	Sinners, directed by Ryan Coogler

Week 16
Monday, December 8, 2025
Presentations
	Creative Projects due

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
Presentations

Week 17
Monday, December 15, 2025
Presentations, endings


