9. Early Modern English I

The History of English (Ling 390)
Prof. Pentangelo
Fall 2025



Quiz #7

1. What was the Great Vowel Shift?

2. What’s one way that Early Modern English was different from

contemporary English? Be specific. Demonstrate that you did the
reading.




What We'll Cover

1. Early Modern English

2. Discussion of Hariot’s A briefe and true report of the new found land of
Virginia (1588)

3. Reading Early Modern English

4. For next week




[. Early Modern English



“The word stock of English was expanded greatly during the early Modern period in
three ways. As literacy increased, a conscious need was felt to improve and amplify
the vocabulary. As English speakers traveled abroad, they encountered new things
that they needed new words to talk about. And as they traveled, they increasingly met
speakers of other languages from whom they borrowed words.” (140)

* When is the “early Modern period”?

Clas si'cal Fra/ N Medieval Era/ ~ | Early Modern Era
Antiquity

Middle Ages (~1500 AD - 1800 AD)
(up to ~500 AD) (~500 AD - 1500 AD)

« Why did “literacy increase” at this time?
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We’ll dive way deeper into the significance of the printing
press next week. Later tonight, you’ll practice reading
printed materials from this era.
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* Why did English speakers “travel abroad” fj\§fh——3
more during this period than during the E&#S\L it
Middle Ages? 1




aom toolte ] fatplfoe cncap man/ and fo fo o <ofie ay ole
Eogg and uzga! g;zfg/anb cevtapnlp the enalpffle Woas fo tu . o '
2 andBood that J coude not oele Srdeftance it. GInd alfo C 1V1 y !
myp Corde aBBo¢ of Weftmypnftez o ffeloe o me lae catas
py cuptences orpton i oke enclpffBe foz o erduce it iy o
ou enalyffB nolb Bfio/ Qind artapnly 1t Was Noveton iy

fuce Topfc that it Yoas mors Ipfe 6o dutcl thay englpffBe
q core not weduce ne Brpnge it o & Sneeftonden/QInd ez

$ed B ¢.Dobjt 1 1 171
2%2%%%%%3 &Eﬁ"ﬁﬁmﬁ%% o * Working in groups, complete activity 1
®e e WMPNACYon Of thHe mone,
B el e e e e on your sheet.
ne feafon/ and Yoaneth ¢ dpfcreafet anotier feafon/ &nb

that compy enalp(lhe that 16 fpoBen iy one fhpee Sarpeth
froma nother, I fo moche that iy mp dapes happened that
wréapy marchauées Doere 1y afhip w tampfe o2 o haue
faplo ouez the fee tnco selande/and foz lache of opnaxe thei
tarped atts forbond,and oente o Land for o vefreffe thery
Q> one of thepry named fReffele a mevcer cam iy €o an
Botoes and aped foz mee ,and fpecpably B appd aféer cagys
Q> the qoo Nopf anfoerde. that e coude fiefic no Fren: -
M . Qind the marcBaiit Yoas angey. fot B alfo coux fiefie
no FeonfBe, But Mol Gaue Hadw caxes/ and [ Snderftox
Bpm not/ Qnd thenne at Lafte a nother fapd that fe Yol
Gaue epren/thhey) the good Wopf fapd tat [ Sneftod Gymy
Toel/ oo Nobat fole a man w thype dapes nolb Norpée,ea?
aes o2 epeen/ ceréapnly it is Barde to plapfe cuerp man/ By
canfe of dpuerfie ¢ chatige of langaae . AFoz iy thfe dapes
enerp man that i 1 onp weputacpon w Bis coritee, opll B
G bres cOmpnpeacpon and maters iy fuck maners g Gers
wess/that feloe men fGall Snxeefton tGepny’ Gind fony fos
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From the preface to Eneydos, Caxton’s




Long-lived inkorn terms:

Early Modern English sismiss

celebrate
. lopedi
» What are some of the things that make Early Modern — commit
English different from Middle English? irrevocable
irradiation
* New words, including inkhorn terms depopulation

%, new words based on Latin or Greek roots, many
% of which appeared only in print

* New words from the Americas, including Indigenous  opossum, pecan, raccoon,
languages and words developed in the colonies woodchuck, squash,

caucus, chipmunk, skunk,
« Widespread printing & reading = relative caribou, moose, muskrat,
. . wigwam, len
standardization [Thisis what Caxton grappled with: eggs or eyren? s i

 Vowel pronunciation (Great Vowel Shift)



The Great Vowel Shift

A massive transformation in the vowels of English.

 Demarks Early Modern English from Middle English more than any
other factor.

* Despite this change, spellings continued to reflect Middle English
pronunciations, hence feet despite the change from /e:/ to /i/.

* “The most salient of all phonological developments in the history of
English.” (144)



The Great Vowel Shift

Long Vowels * What had been phonemically long vowels in
Late Middle English Early Modern English  Today’s English O.ld ‘and.Mlddle English - a true length
distinction - dropped out of the grammar of
[a:] name [ee:]—[e:]— [e] name English.
[e:] feet [i]— [i] feet
[e:] greet [e]— [e] great * Many long Vowgls became diphthongs. (In
: your Intro. to Ling. class, you may have seen
[i:] ride [o1]— [ar] ride [o] and [e] as diphthongs as well, [ov] and
[0:] boote [u]— [u] boot [e1].)
izillbo: bll= oot * “The stages by which the shift occurred and
[u:] hous [av]— [ac] house the cause of it are unknown.” (Algeo 2009:
Table adapted from Algeo (2009). 14 5)
Pink cells are pronounced Tan cells are pronounced
differently today than they the same today as they were
were in Early Modern English. in Early Modern English.




The Great Vowel Shift

Stressed Short Vowels

: : , , . * Most short vowels remained the same from
Late Middle English Early Modern English  Today’s English Middle to Farly Modern English.
[a] that [2]— [e]
[¢] bed — []  All but one of these short vowels remained
[ in . ] the same from Early Modern English to the

: English of today.

[0] on, odd — [o] or [a]
[v] but [a]— El

Table adapted from Algeo (2009).

Pink cells are pronounced Tan cells are pronounced
differently today than they the same today as they were
were in Early Modern English. in Early Modern English.




The Great Vowel Shift

Diphthongs

Late Middle English Early Modern English  Today’s English
[av] lawe [o]— 0]

[ov] snow [o]— [0]

[221] nail—[a:] [2e:]—[g:] [e]

[ev], [10] fewe, knew | [ju]— [ju]

[u1] join [a1]—[a1]— [o1]

[o1] joy — [o1]

Table adapted from Algeo (2009).

Pink cells are pronounced
differently today than they
were in Early Modern English.

Tan cells are pronounced
the same today as they were
in Early Modern English.

» Middle English diphthongs mostly

monophthongized.

* [ee1] merged with [a:], and then followed the
course already described for [a:] with the

other long vowels.



[1. Hariot’s A briefe and true
report of the new found land of
Virginia (1588)



Thomas Hariot’s A briefe and true report of the
new found land of Virginia (1588)

“1607  Jamestown, Virginia, was established as the first permanent English settlement in America.” (Algeo, 140)

ey — - —y — = e

“In the summer of 1585, the mathematician and scientist Thomas Harriot docked with a few dozen men in
an area they called Virginia (today known as North Carolina’s Roanoke Island and Outer Banks). Harriot was
uniquely suited to the voyage: while still in London, he had dedicated himself to learning and phonetically
transcribing the oral language of Manteo and Wanchese, two Algonquian-speaking men who returned to

| England with an earlier expedition. These reconnaissance missions to Virginia were financed by Walter
Raleigh, who now employed Harriot and the artist John White to map this area and its inhabitants in
preparation for establishing one of the earliest English colonies in America. Harriot’s Briefe and True
Report would be published in Latin as a pamphlet in 1588, with English, German, and French editions to
follow, translated and edited by Richard Hakluyt, Theodor de Bry, and others.”

— Hunter Dukes, “Theodor de Bry’s Engravings for Thomas Harriot’s Briefe and True Report (1590)” [Link]

g = e



https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/briefe-and-true-report-de-bry-engravings/

Thomas Hariot’s A briefe and true report of the
new found land of Virginia (1588)

| I haue therefore thought it good beeing one that haue beene in the discouerie and in dealing with the naturall
inhabitantes specially imploied; and hauing therefore seene and knowne more then the ordinarie: to imparte so
| much vnto you of the fruites of our labours, as that you may knowe howe iniuriously the enterprise is
slaundered. And that in publike manner at this present chiefelie for two respectes.

| First that some of you which are yet ignorant or doubtfull of the state thereof, may see that there is sufficient
cause why the cheefe enterpriser with the fauour of her Maiestie, notwithstanding suche reportes; hath not
onelie since continued the action by sending into the countrey againe, and replanting this last yeere a new

| Colony; but is also readie, according as the times and meanes will affoorde, to follow and prosecute the same.

Secondly, that you seeing and knowing the continuance of the action by the view hereof you may generally
know & learne what the countrey is, & thervpon consider how your dealing therein if'it proceede, may returne
you profit and gaine; bee it either by inhabiting & planting or otherwise in furthering thereof.

And least that the substance of my relation should be doubtful vnto you, as of others by reason of their
diuersitie: I will first open the cause in a few words wherefore they are so difterent; referring my selfe to your
fauourable constructions, and to be adiudged of'as by good consideration you shall finde cause. (6—7)




Thomas Hariot’s A briefe and true report of the
new found land of Virginia (1588)

* In 1590, Hariot’s work was republished as volume 1 of Theodore de

Bry’s America, enriched with engravings by de Bry and Gysbert van
Veen, based on watercolors made by the colonist and painter John
White, who had been part of the efforts to colonize Roanoke Island.

* Here are some of de Bry’s illustrations:
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Report back

Take about 10 minutes with your group to prepare.

= GI'OU.p 1: pp.9—16 | What was your section about?

— ~— = —~———

* Group 2: pp.17-24

| Did it feature any loanwords from Indigenous languages?

——

* Group 3: pp.25-30

How was the language different from Middle English?

* Group 4: pp.34-44

How was it different from Modern English?

Ty = =T




[II. Reading Early Modern
English



fo i€ Bap b e foeft S Ae8pon Ay

Sivvie/her Baaa 106l Ryn

me/Hat me alid Diocﬁﬂangd}gt@geﬁ@‘p -
¢ wled Huraf Hie nobee chHpualeye/d Ba¢
Q6 dbout Gpm/fo that almofe af ¢ Rynace

From The Cronycles of Englond, printed by William Caxton in 1482.
* At the cusp between Middle and Early Modern English.




'f% daid > B forfi
,'_. " 2:0'(00‘ Gn ';tgm?;ffm& named ALBpon/ And;

g How the [and of €nglond was forft named Albyon/And
by what enchefon it was fo named

g How the land of Englond was fyr[t named Albyon/And
by what enchelon it was [o hamed

g How the land of Englond was fyrst named Albyon/And
by what encheson it was so named



"%m 03 of Emabn> B e
)Y mt&m* Gn ::m?:?efm& naned ALBpon/ And

S How the land of Englond was fyrst named Albyon/And
by what encheson it was so named

» <8>is a symbol used to mark off these lines as a heading
* <[> is simply the way <s> was written (except at the end of a word)
« </>isageneralized punctuation mark which mostly sets apart clauses.

* Albyon is an old name for England, now spelled Albion

* encheson is a Middle English word meaning ‘cause,” ‘purpose,’ or ‘reason.’

» Mark off and look up unfamiliar words. OED, Middle English
Compendium, even Google if all else fails. (ChatGPT is hit or miss.)

g How the land of England was first named Albion/And

Whi it was so named



-’v TF TY YVWR™ [V FVPWININWY,

I ¢’ moBite thnd of Sierie/ther Baaa noble &

: e ' . n

&m?) Ogn g;::. m?;m/te?’t ém alid ?Dioc&'ffan? gféf‘,ﬁg"%g
B cBanesd aff ko mﬁﬂiﬁ‘.‘.ﬂg?,o'ﬁ !',06.&’ cb}’“?&l‘/ Hat
In the noble [and of Sirrie/ther was a noble kyng & myghty &

a man of grete rendme/that me callid Dioclifian, that well & wor

thely hym gouerned & ruled thurgh his noble chyualrye/

G = <&>
] =<r> after some letters, including <o>

In the noble land of Sirrie/ther was a noble kyng & myghty &
a man of grete rendme/that me callid Dioclifian, that well & wor
thely hym gouerned & ruled thurgh his noble chyualrye /(o that

 <u>and <v>were interchangeable

e <">over avowel indicated a followini nasal, <n> or <m>



-’v TF TY YVWR™ [V FVPWININWY,

B¢ n0Be 1nd of Sivrie/her Baga nobl: &
ok ' . n
a man of gwete WnSme/Ha¢ me milid Dioc&'rfar;? gfm"lﬁg"%ﬁ
ey Bom gouemed ¢ wmled Burap Hr1enoBte cHpual
& Caﬂlllth ﬂmm.ﬂ PAMNS AR A csh a1 it2 _ 2 _ & ..P = _rp/ @“‘
In the noble land of Sirrie/ther was a noble kyng & myghty &
a man of grete rendme/that me callid Dioclifian, that well & wor
thely hym gouerned & ruled thurgh his noble chyualrye/fo that

* Sirrie = Syria

* rendme is renomme, a Middle English word meaning ‘renown’
* Dioclisian is Diocletian, the Roman emperor

« thurgh is through (metathesis moved the /r/ over time)

In the noble land of Syria / there was a noble king & mighty &
a man of great renown/ that I called Diocletian, that well & wor-
thily he governed & ruled through his noble chivalry/so that



Unusual characters
<8> is a punctuation mark which can be used to set off a heading
<> is how <s> was written except at the end of a word
</> is a punctuation mark which can be used to separate clauses

@ is the same as <&>

T is the same as <r>, and usually follows <o> or other round-looking vowels

<"> pver a vowel means either <n> or <m> follow it

Unusual spellings
e <u>and <v=> are interchangeable
e <y>is often used in place of <i>




) IR Primis that one fathet
o 4l R ofimonde, diwelipng -
B Farneham il:)'dl‘iﬂ) ¢, be- n Primis that one father

- Rosimonde, dwellyng in
' : i(n ) yng
pig a widower , Jnd Aty Farneham Parishe, be

yng a widower, and also
a daughter of his, are both
Witches or Inchanters,

butl anb can tr u(foz_me hymleltby Druclilhe Witches or Inchanters,
wganes , intathe hape anv likenclle of anp
beate Whatfaeuer he will.

T O I 48 o naugheer ofhis,ave bith
R Ry i et which Wolimdy e aith

)
g ey

hath and can transforme hymself by Diuelishe
meanes, into the shape and likenesse of any
g beaste whatsoever he will.

———

Item, that one Mother Dutten dwellyng within

Now let’s work through the
next two pages. Underline
or circle any stumbling

blocks.

cont.thy cPather Dutten dwellpny
2 Jitem,thatone SPoth . Lpichin



v
¥
.'!
)
Y
4
4
2
NE

o

‘-‘. \! ¥
1}-" £
~
7
,')r :

L g Wmanne

o TNt % oD S g A
Bt S oo LOC S S P

b

andfucther , e keepeth a Spirice o ey
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3 Jtem,that one Pother D'meu,' ' nmegp Hvna
nigh the Jdonve in Wiiiwelnye afn;efm,s;ﬁ
yng aberie pooye tuonmin, batha Sepivite i the
fhape ofa Blacke Catte , and calleeh it GSite.
Wherebp fheig: aived in'ber Witeheratee , ant
fhe vaielp feedeh it with CHEke tminlen i
‘hevowneblowy, - . |

4 Jtem

| w0 Jterte, that one SPother Margaret vl

Tpog i che Aliea houle at Winvefope, yoeth

' with twoo Crouches, voosth feede a littipng
0} §Feende bp ber namen Sivmie, With crattiv:
meg of bpead and her owne bloon,

5 - Jtem , the faicv Clizabeth Stile , alias
‘Rockpngham, of ber felf confefleth that Methe
fame Chizabeth, vutill the cyme of her apme
enfion,kepte g Ratte,beepny in vevy decoe

T— ;
Suicken Dpirite , nampng it19bilip , any that
e fewne the fame Ratte witl) bloode , iMitvng
fearny-hee right handned, the wmark?s where-
ef euivently tevaine,and alfo that e gaue hey
right foe to the Deuill, and foviv the relivue
sfthe UM itches beforenamen, o

Complete activity 2
on your sheet.



Reading Early Modern English

 Good news - not all Early Modern printing was done with a
blackletter typeface.

 Many of the orthographic conventions remained.




(1)
L S A ey

A Relation of a terrible Monfter
called a Toad-fifh, cre. '

N O D fheweth his wonders in the dee , (faith the
royall Prophet) but thofe wonders are never
‘withour wonder, when once they leave their

wouted flations , and come (uponwhat meflage God
knows) to vific us in an unknowne world : their fhapes
being as muraculous to us, as our element uppaturall
unto them. But tothe purpofc. Friday inorning, Fuly
15.between 4.and 5.0f the clock in the morning, a lit-
tle above wollage,one Thom.us weft, cafting his netupon

the comming in of the tide,for Silmonyupon the drawe.

ing in of the net, (whofe weight and difficulty in drag-
ing gortcndcd to him good tidings) on a fudden he

ound a ftrange alteration : he fees inthe net a Fiend,
nota Fifh; atthe leaft a Monfter, not an ordinary crea-
ture. Had not his companion had a better refolution,he
would rather have been rid of his net , then troubled
with his gueft, fo deeply was he ftruck with the odious
fhape of it.I now proceed to its fhape and dimenfions.
Itis by the vote of divers Gentlemen of greatquality
that went co fec ity fuch a monftrous creature as fcarce
canbe beleeved ever to have been feen : this morning
brought alive intoGlove-Allcy in Kings ftreet, It is calv
led 2 Toad-fith,and with good rcafon; for the head and
¢yes,when itbyes upon itsbelly,doe perfely refemble
3 Toad, But here lyes the wonder, turne him up,or but
alittle raife his head, and you fhall behold the perfect

breaftand cheft of a man : nay you may evidently tell
A 2 as

From A Relation of a Terrible Monster (1642)



Workshop

Access the texts on the homepage of our course site. The excerpt
you’ll work on depends on your group number, as shown below:

1. From The Examination and Confession of Certaine Wytches (1566)
2. From A Rehearsall Both Straung and True (1579)

3.  From The Witches of Huntingdon (1646)

4,  From The Discovery of Witches (1647)

Your task is to:

1. Readthrough the document.

2. Make note of unfamiliar words and of stumbling blocks.
3. Tell us about the text - what is it about?



Witches?

* During this time, practically everyone accepted that witches existed.

 But some people still suspected that a lot of the women accused of
being witches were actually innocent.

e On a case-by-case basis, some thought their supposed victims,
bewitched people, were faking it.

* Others thought the victims really were afflicted, but by illness or
madness, not by supernatural powers.

 Edward Jorden was one of these people.



P — ——

| In 1602 English physician Edward Jorden spoke at a trial in defense of Elizabeth Jackson, a London shopkeeper
who stood accused of bewitching fourteen-year-old Mary Glover. For over two months Glover had been ill —
pale, weak, and in pain — and suffering from ‘fittes or passions’ every other day (Swan 1603, 4 and 15-16). She
was attended to by a series of physicians and preachers, and it was generally (but not unanimously) decided
that she had in fact been bewitched (Swan 1603, 4). Jorden and John Argent, both doctors from the College of
Physicians, insisted that Glover’s symptoms arose from a natural illness — hysteria, also known as ‘suffocation
of the mother’. (‘Mother” was a popular word for ‘uterus’.) Despite the men’s expert testimony, Jackson was

| Frustrated by this experience, Jorden wrote A Briefe Discourse of a Disease called the Suffocation of the
Mother (1603), in order to fight against what he saw as the overwillingness to assign supernatural causes to
the ‘strange’ symptoms of ‘natural diseases’ (Jorden 1603, iii). Jorden thus laid out the first English-language
case for hysteria (MacDonald 2005, vii). In his work, Jorden noted that the symptoms of this illness were

| ‘monstrous and terrible to behold’, and that those who were unfamiliar with this disease had ‘sought above
the Moone for supernaturall causes: ascribing these accidents either to diabolicall possession, to witchcraft,
or to the immediate finger of the Almightie’ (1603, 2r).

Mercifully, she was quickly freed from prison, perhaps receiving a royal pardon (MacDonald 2005, xviii-xviv).
For more on the Glover-Jackson case, see Michael MacDonald (2005). This Mary Glover should not be confused
with the Mary Glover executed for witchcraft in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1688 (Godbeer 2005, 140).

—— ——— — e — — e

From Pentangelo, “Burning Feathers: A Hint at Hysteria in a Connecticut Witch Trial” (2021)




For next time:

* Read pp.156-170 in Algeo and Cap. 1 and 2 in '
Jorden (16pp.) | e,
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