Fall 2025 Syllabus
PHILO 10400: Introduction to Ethics & Moral Judgment

Instructor: Fiona Brady (she/her)
Email: fbrady@gradcenter.cuny.edu
Office & Office Hours: TBD

Course Description
Ethics is one of the main branches of philosophy, asking questions like: How should I live? This course is designed to introduce students to the three main branches of philosophical study to do with ethics: metaethics, normative ethics, and applied ethics. Students will explore key topics in each of these three content areas, engaging with questions like: What does it mean to say something is good, bad, right, or wrong? How should we use our limited time and energy in this life? What is our responsibility in the face of injustice and oppression? What do we owe each other and what do we owe non-human sentient beings and/or the environment?

Course Learning Goals
Students in this course can expect to:
· Consider philosophical ideas as they are presented through a number of different mediums and formats including journal articles, book chapters, public speeches, blog posts, YouTube videos, etc.
· Participate regularly in structured small-group and large-group class discussions, with opportunities to practice: explaining the different ideas and arguments offered in the assigned course materials; responding constructively and/or critically to those ideas and arguments; as well as engaging seriously and respectfully with the contributions of other members of the class.
· Explain and evaluate many of the ideas and arguments we have looked at in this class in one’s own words in writing—both during the midterm and final exams as well as in one, more extended writing assignment. 

Some Resources & Strategies 
There are resources designed to help you do well in this course. In addition to my weekly office hours, these resources include:
· The Philosophy Department’s discipline-specific writing tutors, who can help with this course’s writing assignments. More information on the tutoring program can be found on the department’s tutoring page. 
· Jim Pryor’s helpful guidelines on writing a philosophy paper and on reading philosophy.
There are also more general strategies for doing well in this course. These include:
· Reading the assigned readings carefully, more than once, and making notes as you go—i.e. writing down your questions, reservations, etc.
· Being on time to class.
· Reaching out proactively with questions and concerns. The earlier you loop me in, the more time we have to figure things out before the end of the semester.

Course Materials
All required texts for this course will be linked to in the course schedule at the end of this document. I expect you to have the assigned text(s) with you in class. You can bring the reading and your notes in digital form, so long as you remain engaged in the course discussion and do not use your device for other purposes while in class.

Course Requirements
Students in this course are required to:
· Attend class & participate in class discussion.
· Complete two handwritten in-class exams.
· Compose one writing assignment of around 4 pages in length.

Evaluation
Course grades are broken down as follows:
· Attendance & Participation (20%)
· Midterm Exam (30%)
· Final Exam (20%)
· Writing Assignment (30%)
· Topic Proposal (5%)
· Outline (5%)
· First Draft (5%)
· Final Draft (15%)

Assignment Descriptions
· Attendance will be taken at the start of each class meeting.
· If you are late and miss attendance, be sure to touch base with me at the end of class before you leave, so I can make a note that you arrived later. 
· If you need to miss a class, please let me know via email before the start of class. I know this will not always be possible, so I will excuse two absences automatically. All further absences must be formally excused, or you will begin to lose points. I will excuse absences for compelling reasons—e.g. medical emergencies, religious holidays, etc.
· Active participation is required for this course. 
· I consider active participation to be engagement. This can look like: asking a question, offering a piece of the text you were confused about to the class, participating in your small group discussions, taking notes consistently, or even visiting my office hours. So, you do not need to speak in every class meeting to receive full participation, but you do need to be engaged with the topic of discussion in a way which is free from distractions, such as cell phones and headphones.
· You may use a laptop, tablet, or similar electronic device to take notes and access the readings. However, if I find these are interfering with our discussions or otherwise becoming distracting, I reserve the right to change this policy.
· Active participation is also respectful participation. Each of you is entitled to a positive and supportive classroom learning environment. We will speak more about this on the first day of class.
· There will be two exams—one at the end of unit three and one at the end of unit four.
· These will be in-class, closed-book, handwritten exams. They will include multiple choice questions, short answer questions (requiring, at most, a one paragraph response), and long answer questions (requiring more than one paragraph in response). For the long answer questions, there will be at least three questions listed and you will be asked to choose two of these questions to answer. 
· There will also be one writing assignment, which will be broken down into four smaller assignments—a topic proposal, an outline, a first draft, and a final draft.
· For this writing assignment, I will be asking you to reconstruct and engage with an argument from one or more of the assigned readings. The final draft should be around 4 pages (double-spaced, 12-point font, Times New Roman). More specific instructions will be provided in class.
· All four assignments will be submitted through Brightspace. If an assignment is submitted late, it will be marked down ⅓ of a letter grade (e.g. from an A to an A-) for each day that passes after the due date. Extensions can be requested before the due date, given a reasonable excuse.

Hunter College’s Grading Scale
A+	97.5 – 100%
A	92.5 – 97.4%	
A-	90.0 – 92.4%	
B+	87.5 – 89.9%	
B	82.5 – 87.4%	
B-	80.0 – 82.4%	
C+	77.5 – 79.9%	
C	70.0 – 77.4%	
D	60.0 - 69.9%	
F	0 – 59.9%	

CUNY’s Policies on Academic Integrity
“1.2. Plagiarism is the act of presenting ideas, research or writing that is not your own as your own. Examples of plagiarism include:
· Copying another person’s or an AI tool’s actual words or images without the use of quotation marks and citations attributing the words to their source.
· Presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging the source.
· …Internet plagiarism, including submitting downloaded term papers or parts of term papers, paraphrasing or copying information from the internet without citing the source, or “cutting & pasting” from various sources without proper attribution.
· Unauthorized use of AI-generated content; or use of AI-generated content, whether in whole or in part, even when paraphrased, without citing the AI as the source.”

“Academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York. Penalties for academic dishonesty include academic sanctions, such as failing or otherwise reduced grades, and/or disciplinary sanctions, including suspension or expulsion.”

The above information is pulled from the page on the Hunter College website on academic integrity. For more on CUNY’s policies on academic integrity, see the link above.

Additional Course-Specific Policies
· AI: Writing assignments for this class will be run through a number of different AI checkers. If a writing assignment comes back with a high probability of heavy reliance on AI, I will not grade it. Instead, most likely, I will ask you to meet with me. During our meeting, I will ask you to walk me through your process of creating the assignment. I will also ask you to walk me through the content of your submission, clarifying for me what points each paragraph is making and where you see these ideas supported in the text. If, after our meeting, I am reasonably convinced that you are the author of the ideas in your submission, I will go ahead and grade it. However, if I still am not confident that you are the author of the document you submitted, further steps will be taken, consistent with the Hunter College Policy on Academic Integrity.
· Accessibility: You are encouraged to reach out to me to speak about accommodations, as soon as you anticipate any physical or academic barriers due to the impact of a disability.  For more information on Hunter resources, please also see the page of the Hunter website on accessibility.



Course Schedule
Accessing Course Readings
This course is designed to be a ZTC (Zero-Textbook-Cost) course. This means all course readings are either open access or available through the Hunter College Library’s E-Reserves site for this course. If a reading is open access, I will link to it directly in the course schedule below. Otherwise, E-Reserve readings can be accessed using the information below:
· Course E-Rerserves link: TBD
· Course E-Reserves password: TBD
· Note that accessing library e-books and journal articles will require you to log in with your Hunter NetID and password.

Changes to the Course Schedule
Any changes to the readings, course meetings, or assignment deadlines will be announced in class and through the Brightspace announcement page. Readings should be completed prior to the day under which they are listed.

Unit 1: Introduction to PHILO10400
Week 1: Introductions & Course Set-up 
· Thursday 8/28 - There will be no required reading prior to this first class meeting. Instead, we will look at the following resources together in class:
· NYU’s “Guidelines for Respectful Philosophical Discussion”
· Victor Fabian Abundez-Guerra’s & Nathan Nobis’ 1,000 word essay on “Responding to Morally Flawed Historical Philosophers and Philosophies”

Week 2: Building Up Our Philosophical Toolkit
· Monday 9/1 - No Class, College Closed
· Thursday 9/4
· Read the “Introduction” (pgs. 1-2), “Ch. 1: Moral Response and Reflection” (pgs. 3-7), & “Ch.2: Reason and Argument” (pgs. 8-14) in the Applied Ethics Primer 

Week 3: Reflecting on Reason, Emotions, & Ethics
· Monday 9/8
· Read through “Part III” (pgs. 123-136) of Amia Srinivasan’s “The Aptness of Anger” (in E-Reserves)
· Thursday 9/11
· Read through “Part V” (pgs. 136-143) of Amia Srinivasan’s “The Aptness of Anger” (in E-Reserves)


Unit 2: Metaethics
Week 4: Introduction to Metaethics & Moral Properties
· Monday 9/15 - An Introduction to Metaethics
· Read the first part of the “Introduction” (pgs 1-3) in Andrew Fisher’s Metaethics: An Introduction (in E-Reserves) - You can stop reading halfway down p. 3 at “However, for our purposes we can think of such issues as falling under these broad categories.”
· Read the section titled “I. Meta-Ethics” (pgs. 5-15) in Tom Regan’s introduction to Matters of Life and Death (in E-Reserves)
· Thursday 9/18 - Subjectivism & Moral Relativism
· Read the first paragraph under “Good Evill” from Chapter 6 of Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan
· Read Paul Rezkalla on “Aren’t Right and Wrong Just Matters of Opinion? On Moral Relativism and Subjectivism” (pgs. 7-15) in Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics

Week 5: Moral Properties Continued
· Monday 9/22 - No Classes Scheduled
· Thursday 9/25 - Divine Command Theory
· Read 9e-11b (pgs. 36-37) from Plato’s Euthyphro
· Read Jeffrey Morgan on “Can We Have Ethics Without Religion? On Divine Command Theory and Natural Law Theory” (pgs. 16-26) in Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics

Week 6: Moral Properties Continued
· Monday 9/29 - Moral Realism, Naturalism, & Non-Naturalism
· Read the first part of “Chapter 7: Naturalism and the Open Question Argument” (pgs. 167-175) in Jussi Suikkanen’s This is Ethics (in E-Reserves)
· Thursday 10/2 - No Classes Scheduled

Week 7, Part 1 - Moral Judgements & Moral Motivation
· Monday 10/6
· Read the first part of “Chapter 8: Moral Motivation and Expressivism” (pgs. 195-205, stopping just before the section titled “Expressivism”) in Jussi Suikkanen’s This is Ethics (in E-Reserves)
· Read the abstract and introductory paragraphs (pgs. 113-116, stopping just before “The present study aims...”) in the publication by Eric Schwitzgebel, Bradford Cokelet & Peter Singer titled “Do Ethics Classes Influence Student Behavior? Case Study: Teaching the Ethics of Eating Meat”



Unit 3: Normative Ethics
Week 7, Part 2 - Egoism and Altruism
· Thursday 10/9
· Read Ya-Yun (Sherry) Kao on “Ch. 4: What’s In It For Me? On Egoism and Social Contract Theory” (pgs. 38-45) in Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics

Week 8 - Consequentialism
· Monday 10/13 - No Class, College Closed
· Tuesday 10/14
· Read “Ch. 3: Focus on Consequences” (pgs. 16-21) from Letitia Meynell and Clarisse Paron in their Applied Ethics Primer
· Read Frank Aragbonfoh Abumere on “Ch. 5: Utilitarianism” (pgs. 46-51) in Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics
· Thursday 10/16
· Read the following pages from “Ch. 1: Saving a Child” & “Ch. 2: Is It Wrong Not to Help?” (pgs. 3-12, 17-23) of Peter Singer’s The Life You Can Save
· Writing Assignment Topic Proposal Deadline: Saturday 10/18/25 at 11:59pm

Week 9 - Deontology & Writing Assignment In-Class Work Day
· Monday 10/20 - No Classes Scheduled
· Thursday 10/23
· Read “Ch. 4: Focus on Action (and Duty)” (pgs. 24-28) from Letitia Meynell and Clarisse Paron in their Applied Ethics Primer
· Read Joseph Kranak on “Ch. 6: Kantian Deontology” (pgs. 53-63) in Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics
· Friday 10/24 - In-class Writing Assignment Work Day
· No new reading. 
· Writing Assignment Outline Deadline: Saturday 10/25/25 at 11:59pm

Week 10 - Virtue Ethics & Midterm Review
· Monday 10/27
· Read “Ch. 5: Focus on Character (and Virtues)” (pgs. 31-34) from Letitia Meynell and Clarisse Paron in their Applied Ethics Primer
· Read Julia Annas on “Being Virtuous and Doing the Right Thing” (pgs. 61-74) in a Presidential Address to the American Philosophical Association (in E-Reserves)
· Thursday 10/30 - In-class Midterm Review
· No new reading.

Week 11 - Midterm & Introduction to Applied Ethics
· Monday 11/3 - Midterm Exam

Unit 4: Applied Ethics
· Thursday 11/6 - Introduction to Applied Ethics
· Read Chelsea Haramia’s 1,000 word essay on “Applied Ethics”
· Read Judith Jarvis Thomson on “A Defense of Abortion” (pp. 971-984) (in E-Reserves)

Week 12 - Injustice & Writing Assignment In-Class Work Day
· Monday 11/10 - Rights, Laws, & The Status of Moral Claims
· Read “Ch. 9: Rights and Privileges” (pgs. 50-53) from Letitia Meynell and Clarisse Paron in their Applied Ethics Primer
· Read Martin Luther King Jr’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (in E-Reserves)
· Read “Section 5.3 Democracy as a System of Accountability” (pgs. 99-102) from Elizabeth Anderson’s The Imperative of Integration (in E-Reserves)
· Optional: Read Ben Davies’ 1,000 word essay on “John Rawls’ ‘A Theory of Justice’”
· Thursday 11/13 - In-Class Writing Assignment Work Day
· No new reading.
· Writing Assignment First Draft Deadline: Saturday 11/15/25 at 11:59pm

Week 13 - Injustice, Continued & Feminist Ethics
· Monday 11/17 - Responsibility for Structural Injustice
· Read “Part III” through “Part V” of Iris Marion Young’s “Responsibility and Global Justice: A Social Connection Model” (pgs. 107-125) (in E-Reserves)
· Thursday 11/20 - The Sameness and Difference Approaches to Philosophical Feminism
· Read Sally Haslanger on “Epistemic Housekeeping and the Philosophical Canon: A Reflection on Jane Addams’ “Women and Public Housekeeping”” (pgs. 1-12) in Ten Neglected Classics of Philosophy

Week 14 - Feminist Ethics, Continued
· Monday 11/24 - The Dominance Approach to Philosophical Feminism
· Read Marilyn Frye’s “Oppression” (pgs. 1-16) in The Politics of Reality (in E-Reserves)
· Writing Assignment Final Draft Deadline: Wednesday 11/26/25 at 11:59pm
· Thursday 11/27 - No Class, College Closed

Week 15 - Moral Considerability (esp. for the Non-Human)
· Monday 12/1 - Animal Ethics
· Read Jonathan Spelman’s 1,000 word essay on “Theories of Moral Considerability: Who and What Matters Morally?”
· Read Dan Lowe’s 1,000 word essay on “Speciesism: Discrimination on the basis of Species”
· Read Paul Bali’s 1,000 word essay on “Ethics and Animal Research”
· Thursday 12/4 - Environmental Ethics
· Read Aldo Leopold’s “The Land Ethic” (pgs. 108-121) from A Sand County Almanac, and Sketches Here and There (in E-Reserves)

Week 16 - Additional Topics in Applied Ethics
· Monday 12/8 - The topic will be chosen based on class interest.
· Thursday 12/11 - The topic will be chosen based on class interest.

Week 17 - Review for Final Exam
· Monday 12/15 - In Class Review for Final Exam

Final Examination - Monday, 12/22/25, 11:30am-1:30am
· The Final Exam will be held in our usual classroom (Hunter West 505).
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