Literature Review Preparation Worksheet for Professors
This worksheet is designed to guide professors in helping students focus on three essential aspects before beginning their literature review. Professors can use this as a tool during class discussions, workshops, or individual consultations.

1. Research Question and Objective
Purpose: Ensure students have a clear and focused research question and understand the objectives of their study.
· Activity: Have students write down their research question(s) and state the main objective(s) of their research.
Example Questions for Students:
· What specific question(s) are you seeking to answer with your research?
· What do you aim to discover, prove, or explore in your study?
· How does your question contribute to the field of study?
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Check for clarity and specificity in the research question.
· Ensure the question aligns with the study's overall goal.
· Suggest refinement if the question is too broad or vague.

2. Scope and Relevance
Purpose: Define the scope of the research and ensure the literature review is relevant to the research topic.
· Activity: Ask students to outline the scope of their research, including time frame, geographical location, and specific social issues.
Example Questions for Students:
· What are the boundaries of your research (time period, location, demographic focus)?
· What specific aspects of the topic are you focusing on?
· Why is this topic relevant to current social science discussions?
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Help students narrow down or expand the scope as needed.
· Encourage students to focus on recent and relevant literature.
· Highlight the importance of staying within the defined scope.

3. Theoretical Framework
Purpose: Identify the key theories and frameworks relevant to the research topic.
· Activity: Have students list the theoretical frameworks or key concepts they plan to use in their research.
Example Questions for Students:
· What theories or frameworks are relevant to your research question?
· How do these theories help explain the phenomena you are studying?
· Are there any seminal works or key scholars in this area?
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Encourage students to identify and understand key theoretical perspectives.
· Suggest foundational texts and scholars for further reading.
· Discuss how the theoretical framework will shape the analysis.

Additional Notes for Professors:
· Discussion and Feedback: Use the worksheet as a basis for discussions with students. Provide constructive feedback and suggestions for improvement.
· Resource Suggestions: Recommend specific databases, journals, or articles that may be helpful for the literature review.
· Follow-Up: Consider scheduling follow-up meetings to check on progress and address any challenges students may encounter.

Follow-Up Worksheet: Using AI for Literature Review
This follow-up worksheet builds on the initial preparation worksheet and incorporates AI prompts to assist students in finding academic literature. Professors can guide students in utilizing AI tools effectively to enhance their research.

1. Enhancing Research Questions and Objectives with AI
Purpose: Refine research questions and identify related topics using AI.
· Activity: Have students input their research questions into an AI tool (e.g., ChatGPT, GPT-4) to generate related questions, identify potential subtopics, or refine their questions.
AI Prompt Examples:
· "What are some key subtopics related to [your research question] in social science?"
· "Can you suggest a more specific angle for studying [your topic]?"
· "What are common challenges or debates around [research objective]?"
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Encourage students to explore different ways to phrase their research question.
· Discuss the relevance of AI-generated subtopics or questions.
· Remind students to critically evaluate AI suggestions and align them with their study objectives.

2. Defining Scope and Relevance with AI
Purpose: Use AI to explore the scope and identify relevant literature.
· Activity: Students can use AI to find key studies, identify gaps in the literature, or narrow down the scope.
AI Prompt Examples:
· "What are the most significant studies on [specific aspect of the topic]?"
· "Can you list recent research on [topic] within the last five years?"
· "What are some emerging trends in [research area]?"
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Guide students to verify the relevance of AI-suggested literature.
· Discuss the importance of including both foundational and recent studies.
· Encourage students to use AI-generated suggestions as a starting point for deeper research.

3. Exploring Theoretical Frameworks with AI
Purpose: Identify key theories and scholars using AI to strengthen the theoretical framework.
· Activity: Students use AI to discover relevant theoretical frameworks, key scholars, and seminal works.
AI Prompt Examples:
· "What are the main theoretical frameworks in the study of [topic]?"
· "Who are the key scholars in [specific theoretical perspective]?"
· "Can you provide a summary of the [specific theory]?"
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Encourage students to cross-reference AI-generated information with academic sources.
· Discuss how the identified theories align with their research questions and objectives.
· Highlight the importance of understanding the context and application of each theory.

Additional Activities and Considerations
· AI and Ethical Research: Discuss with students the ethical considerations of using AI in research, including data privacy and the potential biases of AI tools.
· Critical Evaluation: Remind students to critically evaluate AI-generated content and cross-check with peer-reviewed sources.
· Integration into Research: Guide students on how to integrate AI findings into their literature review and overall research process.

This follow-up worksheet aims to leverage AI tools to support students in their literature review process. Professors should encourage students to use these tools thoughtfully and as a complement to traditional research methods.

