AI Guide for Literature Review: Exploring Research Hypothesis and Academic Discipline
This worksheet is designed to help students use AI tools to find academic literature that aligns with their research question and hypothesis. By leveraging AI, students can uncover unexpected but valuable sources and perspectives. The prompts included encourage creative thinking and exploration beyond conventional methods.

1. Defining Research Hypothesis and Academic Discipline
Purpose: Clearly articulate the research hypothesis and situate it within the relevant academic discipline.
· Activity: Have students state their research question and hypothesis, and identify their academic discipline.
Example:
· Research Question: "How does social media influence political polarization among young adults?"
· Hypothesis: "Increased use of social media leads to greater political polarization among young adults."
· Academic Discipline: Political Science, Sociology
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Ensure students' hypothesis is specific and testable.
· Confirm that the identified discipline aligns with the research topic.

2. AI Prompts for Recommended Literature
Purpose: Use AI prompts to discover relevant literature based on the hypothesis and academic discipline. Encourage creative exploration to uncover unexpected yet valuable sources.
· Activity: Students input their research hypothesis and discipline into an AI tool and use the following creative prompts.
Creative AI Prompts:
· "Suggest recent studies that challenge the hypothesis [state your hypothesis]."
· "What interdisciplinary perspectives might inform research on [research question]?"
· "Can you provide literature on unexpected factors influencing [hypothesis topic]?"
· "What are the most innovative methodologies used in recent [academic discipline] research?"
· "What historical studies might provide a different perspective on [hypothesis topic]?"
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Encourage students to explore AI suggestions, even if they seem tangential at first.
· Discuss the potential value of interdisciplinary or unconventional perspectives.
· Remind students to critically assess AI-recommended literature for relevance and quality.

3. Expanding the Literature Search
Purpose: Broaden the scope of the literature review by exploring alternative or complementary theories and concepts.
· Activity: Use AI to discover literature that provides a broader context or alternative viewpoints.
Creative AI Prompts:
· "What are alternative explanations for [hypothesis] in [academic discipline]?"
· "Identify seminal works in [related field] that might apply to [research question]."
· "What lesser-known theories could offer new insights into [research hypothesis]?"
· "Explore literature that contrasts with the mainstream narrative in [academic discipline]."
· "What are the most cited criticisms of research related to [hypothesis topic]?"
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Highlight the importance of understanding different viewpoints and criticisms.
· Encourage students to explore literature outside their initial scope for a more comprehensive review.
· Discuss how these new perspectives can enrich their understanding and analysis.

Reflection and Integration
· Activity: After exploring the AI-recommended literature, students should reflect on how these new sources and perspectives impact their understanding of the research topic.
Reflection Questions:
· How has the AI-recommended literature influenced your research question or hypothesis?
· Did any unexpected sources provide valuable insights? How?
· How will you integrate these new perspectives into your literature review?
Professor's Guidance Notes:
· Encourage students to document their reflections and incorporate them into their literature review.
· Suggest ways to synthesize new information with existing knowledge.

This AI Guide aims to inspire creative exploration and critical engagement with literature. By using AI tools thoughtfully, students can uncover unique sources and perspectives that enhance their research. Professors should encourage students to embrace the unexpected and consider how unconventional literature can contribute to a more robust and nuanced understanding of their topic.

