
Student Center 
Proposal

A Space For Growth: Analyzing the 
Importance of a Student Center



Alicja 
Zajac

Biomedical Engineer
First-year student

Our Team

The Dam Good Beavers

Yelixa 
Almonte-Matias

Edras 
Casia Rojas

Perla
Torres

Architect
First-year student

Electrical Engineer
First-year student

Electrical Engineer
First-year student



About the 
Project

01



Creating a New 
Student Center

Have you ever wondered why so many colleges put 
substantial effort in maintaining a thriving student 

center?





Student 
Opinions

Figure 18: When should the center be open?

Figure 17: Where should the center be located?

Figure 12: What students want in a new center.



Other College
Student Centers

BYU Columbia

Figure 3: BYU student center images Figure 4: Columbia student center 
images
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Action 
Plan

Location?

Size?

Floors?



THE. PLAN.

● Vibrant, multi-use space enhancing student life through services, recreation, and relaxation

● Located in the renovated Howard E. Wille Administration Building with three new student-focused 
floors (leaves building with 6 Floors total.)

● Separate lounge entrance for easy access to student areas

● Oval-shaped front symbolizes unity and adds aesthetic appeal

● Slightly openable windows for fresh air and comfort

● Bright, open design with natural light creates a welcoming campus hub



● Bright, open space for relaxing, 
connecting, and light studying

● Central couch + TV for shows and 
events

● Lounges, study tables, and 
charging outlets throughout

● 10 rooms for clubs and student 
resources

● Lost & Found and club corkboard 
for campus updates

● Game area with board and 
arcade games

● Café, campus store, vending 
machines, and ATM for quick 
needs

Floor 1

Figure 2: First (added) Floor



● Designed for student 
collaboration, creativity, and 
group work

● 20 flexible rooms with 
movable furniture, 
whiteboards, and screens for 
meetings, workshops, and 
events

● Lockers available for daily or 
semester use (bring your 
own lock)

● Open lounges, quiet study 
corners, and charging 
stations throughout

● Ideal for club meetings, 
study groups, or just 
hanging out

Floor 2

Figure 3: Second (added) Floor



Floor 3

Figure 4: Third (added) Floor

● Calm, wellness-focused 
space for recharging and 
focused work

● 30 soundproof rooms for 
counseling, academic 
support, or quiet group work

● Nap Room with reclining 
chairs, soft lighting, and white 
noise for quick rest

● Indoor garden with greenery 
and natural light for 
relaxation and mindfulness

● Quiet study areas with 
individual pods and 
noise-canceling features

● Home to most student 
support services
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Cost and Benefits



Direct Costs:

-Materials     
            -Labor

-Equipment

Indirect Costs:

-Permits and Regulations
-Structural Support to Existing Building 

-Project Management Fees
-General Conditions and Overhead

-Insurance and Bonding
-Testing & Inspection

COSTS OF THE PROJECT



Contingency

-Delays                 
-Shortages

-Unexpected Site Conditions
-Changes in regulations

Interior Costs

-Private and Open Rooms
-Meeting Rooms/Offices

-Mini Garden
-Lockers

COSTS OF THE PROJECT



Figure 5: Cost Estimation Chart



$44,047,703.96
Total Cost



Figure 6: Student Center Construction & Interior Design Gantt Chart



Benefits of a Student Center

 1) Builds Campus Community
Students center gives commuting students a place to relax, connect, and build friendships. 

2) Improves Student Retention
Student centers help students stay connected to their institution.

3) Enhances Academic Success
Wellness spaces and student services can ease a student’s pressure and support their mental health.

4) Promotes Equity and Access
Student center provide resources that are accessible for all students.

5) Improves Campus Image
A modern and cohesive student center can influence a student’s decision to apply.



By investing in student 
wellness, engagement, and 

community, CCNY can 
empower students and 

redefine the college 
experience 

Way of the Future

(OpenAI, 2024)



Any 
Questions?
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