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· Born in Martinique, which used to be a French colony and today is a French department
· Fanon’s main problem is the legitimacy of the words of a political party, which is trying to mobilize the citizens of its nation to fight for it if they don’t want to cease to exist
· The role of the intellectual to keep tradition alive 
· “Perhaps we have not sufficiently demonstrated that colonialism is not simply content to impose its rule upon the present and the future of a dominated country. Colonialism is not satisfied merely with hiding a people in its grip and emptying the native’s brain of all form and content. By a kind of perverted logic, it turns to the past of the oppressed people, and distorts, disfigures, and destroys it.” (37)
· Colonialism as a mother 
· “Racialization of thought” 
· The concept of Negro-ism 
· African Cultural Society: “The aim of this society was therefore to affirm the existence of African culture, to evaluate this culture on the plane of distinct nations and to reveal the internal motive forces of each of their national cultures.” (39) 
The three phases of native writers: 
1st Phase: Assimilation
2nd Phase: Recalls the past 
3rd Phase: Fighting phase
· “The culture that the intellectual leans towards is often no more than a stock of particularisms. He wishes to attach himself to the people; but instead he only catches hold of their outer garments. And these outer garments are merely the reflection of a hidden life, teeming and perpetually in motion.” (41) 
· The role of painting and poetry 
· “The responsibility of the native man of culture is not a responsibility vis-à-vis his national culture, but a global responsibility with regard to the totality of the nation, whose culture merely, after all, represents one aspect of that nation.” (43) 
· “A national culture is the whole body of efforts made by a people in the sphere of thought to describe, justify, and praise the action through which that people has created itself and keeps itself in existence.” (44) 
· Fundamental tasks:
-liberation of national territory
-continual struggle against colonialism in its new forms
-refusal to enter the charmed circle of mutual admiration at the summit
Reciprocal Bases of National Culture and the Fight for Freedom
· “Contested culture”
· “Colonial exploitation, poverty, and endemic famine drive the native more and more to open, organized revolt.” (46) 
· National consciousness
· Storytelling, woodwork, dancing, singing, rituals 
· “The native rebuilds his perceptions because he renews the purpose and dynamism of the craftsmen, of dancing and music and of literature and the oral tradition.” (49) 
· Nation as a necessity
· “If culture is the expression of national consciousness, I will not hesitate to affirm that in the case with which we are dealing it is the national consciousness which is the most elaborate form of culture.” (51) 
· National liberation, international and national consciousness 
