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Sign Up for a One-On-One Tutoring Session 

1. Visit https://murphy.mywconline.net/   

2. Register for an account 

3. Log in and select the “Writing Support (All Campuses)” calendar. 

4. Choose any of the available white rectangles.  

5. Fill out the form with your assignment info.  

Jean Soto, Writing Specialist 

Jean.Soto@slu.cuny.edu 

(929) 265-2101 

 

 

 

If you have questions 

or want to put this into 

practice, feel free to 

contact me! ☺ 

Introduction (Guidance Questions) 

Dear Murphy Students: 

It is mid-November, which means December is around the corner. That means final 

papers. We have several tips available on the blog (linked to the left) that can help you as 

you write your papers, but this week we will return to the topic of introducing them.   
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Outline & Guidance Questions 

We have already suggested one outline for your introductions, but this week I will offer you 

another similar outline (with guidance questions) to help you draft them thoroughly  

Guidance Questions for your Introduction Paragraph (or section!)  

 

Hook  
 

Do you have an anecdote (a brief story), a “fun fact”, a quote (by a researcher in 

the field or theorist)? Or, another interesting but related way to begin?  
 

Context & Background  
 

What is your topic? what brief history should we know?  

What people / theorists (if any) should we know? what theories or ideas?  
 

The Purpose / Question / Significance  
 

What problem are you addressing? What main question will you try to answer? 

Why is it important to address? What do we gain by answering the question?  
 

Thesis  
 

What is the main argument of your paper?  

What will you specifically try to answer, prove, or show?  

Instead of citing every sentence, you can: put a citation at the beginning and 

at the end, and then make sure it sounds like it is all from the same source. 

What Can You Do? Rodriguez et al. (2022) found that students struggled to maintain focus in the 

classroom without material being scaffolded. The scaffolding allowed 

students in the study to understand the content more easily. Their teachers 

also found it useful. According to the results, this approach is very beneficial 

and worth considering during lesson planning (Rodriguez et al., 2022).  

Different assignments will ask you to write different kinds of introductions – but 

most will ask for this information somewhere. So, when you draft, aim to answer 

these questions first.  

If you want more information on each part (Hook, Significance, and Thesis), you 

can visit the blog and review our earlier tips on those topics!  
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