	
	
	



Policy Reform Letter Assignment

Information for Instructors
Policy Reform Letter Assignment
Overview 
This assignment will assess the Pathways outcome: Produce well-reasoned written arguments using evidence to support conclusions.

Students will develop a policy reform letter on the issue of New York City’s Supplement Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP). This assignment provides students with the opportunity to build their own skills in writing, evaluating public policy, and connecting theories to real world policy challenges. 

Information for Students
Policy Reform Letter
Overview
In this assignment you will write a policy reform letter proposing specific changes to the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) in New York City. Your goal is to produce a well-reasoned written argument using sociological evidence to support your conclusions. 

As you work to complete this assignment you will: 
· Develop an original thesis.
· Support your position with at least two credible outside sources.
· Use APA attribution conventions.

Assignment Format and Guidelines
Your letter will:
· [bookmark: _Int_Tw3Q8uN5]Identify a policy maker you will write to.
· Be 2–3 pages, double spaced, 12-point font, plus references.
· Identify specific SNAP reforms relevant to NYC.
· Analyze the urban sociological context (e.g., race, poverty, transit, planning).
· Support your suggested reforms with evidence from at least two credible sources.

Assessment Criteria
Your letter will be graded on: 
· The reform efforts you identify.
· [bookmark: _Int_BQVAs0mZ]Your use of credible evidence and sociological reasoning to support your argument.
· [bookmark: _Int_2qnEsyRO]The proposed policy reforms you suggest.
· The persuasiveness of your writing.
· Your use of references, organization style, and grammar standards.

	Policy Reform Letter Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaches Expectations
	Developing

	Clarity & Purpose 
(25 points)
	Letter is sharply focused, compelling, and tailored to the policymaker; demonstrates a nuanced understanding of the purpose of the reform. 
(23–25 points)
	The letter clearly states its purpose; context understood but needs greater clarity. 
(18–22 points)
	Purpose is somewhat stated; shows partial awareness of policy context. 
(14–17 points)
	Purpose is unclear; limited policy awareness. 
(0–13 points)

	Evidence & Analysis 
(25 points)
	Robust, relevant data and scholarly sources; skillful use of sociological frameworks.
 (23–25 points)
	Includes data and credible sources; adequate understanding of sociology. 
(18–22 points)
	Some evidence used, but relevance or accuracy is inconsistent; limited application of sociological concepts. 
(14–17 points)
	Little reliable evidence or minimal use of sociological concepts. (0–13 points)

	Policy Proposal 
(20 points)
	Innovative, feasible reforms; strong understanding of NYC context. 
(18–20 points)
	Suitable reforms; somewhat generic. (14–17 points)
	Reforms are mentioned but lack detail, feasibility, or clear link to NYC context. 
(10–13 points)
	Unclear or unrealistic reforms mentioned. (0–9 points)

	Argument & Persuasion 
(20 points)
	Exceptionally persuasive and well-structured; anticipates counterarguments. (18–20 points)
	Reasonable and organized; lacks counterpoints. 
(14–17 points)
	Argument is present but weak, uneven, or only partially persuasive. 
(10–13 points)
	Argument is not strong and not persuasive. 
(0–9 points)

	Organization & Style 
(10 points)
	Excellent grammar and organization and includes three or more sources. (9–10 points)
	Clear structure; some grammar/reference issues. 
(7–8 points)
	Somewhat organized; frequent grammar errors or insufficient sources. 
(5–6 points)
	Not organized, poor structure; multiple grammar errors.
(0–4 points)




Sample Student Submission

Sam Rivera
Reform Letter Assignment
Urban Sociology

To: Hon. Diana Ayala, NYC Councilmember, 8th District
From: Sam Rivera, M.A. Candidate, Urban Sociology, NYU
Date: [Insert Date]

Subject: Strengthening SNAP Access in NYC’s Transit Deserts

Dear Councilmember Ayala,
I am writing to request your support for two targeted reforms to the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) in New York City, designed to enhance food security among low-income households in transit-poor neighborhoods, including parts of the South Bronx and East Harlem.

1. Problem Context
Despite SNAP’s national success, significant urban disparities persist. SNAP-enrolled households in transit deserts spend 20% more time reaching grocery stores. This contributes to diet-related illness linked to structural inequality, racial segregation, and poor urban planning.

2. Proposed Reforms
a. Transit-Linked SNAP Enrollment Hubs
Create enrollment kiosks at underserved transit points. In Chicago, similar efforts reduced dropout by 15%.
b. Bonus SNAP Bucks at Urban Markets
Partner with farmers’ markets to provide produce credits. Programs in Boston and Minneapolis showed a 25–30% increase in healthy food intake.

3. Sociological Rationale
Elijah Anderson emphasizes spatial resource distribution shapes opportunity. These reforms improve access and mobility for NYC’s most vulnerable.

4. Anticipated Outcomes
- Increased enrollment retention
- Improved nutrition
- Lower healthcare and intervention costs

I urge you to champion these ideas in the upcoming city budget. I’m happy to assist in coordination with local agencies.

Sincerely,
Sam Rivera
KCC student
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