	
	
	



Poetry Textual Analysis Assignment 

Information for Instructors
Poetry Textual Analysis Assignment
Overview
This assignment addresses the Pathways outcome: Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using evidence to support conclusions. 

In this assignment, students will write a textual analysis of a poem, developing a clear argument about its meaning, style, and thematic significance, and supporting their conclusions with direct evidence from the text. This assignment builds literary analysis, argumentation, and academic writing skills.


Information for Students
Poetry Textual Analysis Assignment
Overview
For this assignment, you will write a textual analysis essay of a poem studied in class or from the assigned readings. Your essay will argue about the poem’s meaning, style, and thematic significance; you will support your conclusions with direct evidence from the text. 

As you work on this assignment you will:
· Select a poem from the assigned readings or one discussed in class.
· Develop a thesis statement presenting your interpretation or argument about the poem.
· Support your argument with direct quotations and detailed analysis of language, imagery, structure, and tone.
· Explain how the poem’s stylistic choices contribute to its meaning.
· Organize your analysis clearly in academic paragraph structure, using appropriate academic language, grammar, and punctuation.

Assignment Format & Guidelines
Your textual analysis will:
· Be 2–3 pages in length, typed and double-spaced, using 12-point font.
· Use MLA formatting for in-text citations and include a Works Cited page.
· Include an introduction with a thesis statement, body paragraphs analyzing evidence, and a conclusion.
· Use clear academic writing with complete sentences and proper grammar.

Assessment Criteria
Your assignment will be graded on your:
· Development of a well-reasoned thesis which is supported by textual evidence.
· Analysis of language, imagery, tone, and structure supports conclusions.
· [bookmark: _Int_9t1ekqlC]Use of clear direct quotations effectively with analytical commentary.
· Presentation of an argument clearly with logical progression.
· [bookmark: _Int_kVvvEOHu]Use of citations, correct grammar, punctuation, and formatting.

	Poetry Textual Analysis Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaches Expectations
	Developing

	Thesis & Argument (20 points)
	Develops an insightful, original thesis with a sophisticated argument. 
(18–20 points)
	Develops a clear thesis with a supporting argument. 
(14–17 points)
	Thesis is present but lacks originality or argument is weak. (6–13 points)
	Thesis is unclear or argument is missing. 
(0–5 points)

	Use of Evidence (20 points)
	Uses direct quotations effectively to produce thorough analysis. (
18–20 points)
	Uses direct quotations to produce general analysis. 
(14–17 points)
	Uses quotations minimally or without clear connection to analysis. 
(6–13 points)
	Provides little or no textual evidence. 
(0–5 points)

	Analysis of Language & Style (20 points)
	Provides sophisticated analysis of language, imagery, tone, and structure. (18–20 points)
	Provides clear analysis of language, imagery, tone, and structure. (14–17 points)
	Provides partial or limited analysis of stylistic elements. (6–13 points)
	Provides little or no analysis of style. 
(0–5 points)

	Organization & Reasoning (20 points)
	Organizes arguments exceptionally well with logical progression and reasoning. (18–20 points)
	Organizes arguments clearly with general reasoning. (14–17 points)
	Arguments are somewhat organized; reasoning is weak or incomplete. 
(6–13 points)
	Organization and reasoning are unclear. 
(0–5 points)

	Writing & Mechanics (10 points)
	Writing is exceptionally clear, academic, and virtually error-free. (9–10 points)
	Writing is mostly clear, academic, with few errors. (6–8 points)
	Writing is somewhat clear but contains some errors. 
(3–5 points)
	Writing lacks clarity and has numerous errors. (0–2 points)

	Citation & Format (10 points)
	Uses citations flawlessly; adheres fully to specified format instructions. (9–10 points)
	Uses citations with some errors; mostly adheres to format guidelines. (6–8 points)
	Citations are incomplete or formatting is inconsistent. (3–5 points)
	Uses citation incorrectly or does not adhere to format guidelines. (0–2 points)





Sample Student Submission

Didi Lessing
ENG 230: Poetry Analysis
Date

Textual Analysis of Langston Hughes’ “Harlem”
Introduction
In his poem “Harlem,” Langston Hughes explores the consequences of deferred dreams in African American life. This analysis argues that Hughes uses vivid imagery, simile, and tone to convey that delayed dreams become burdens that decay and destroy the spirit.
Body Paragraph 1
Hughes opens the poem with the question, “What happens to a dream deferred?” (line 1). He then answers through a series of similes: “Does it dry up / like a raisin in the sun? / Or fester like a sore— / And then run?” (lines 2-5). These images suggest that a deferred dream becomes lifeless, painful, and infected. The use of sensory imagery—dryness, festering, rotting—evokes decay, showing how unrealized aspirations corrode the dreamer’s hope.
Body Paragraph 2
Hughes continues with, “Does it stink like rotten meat? / Or crust and sugar over— / like a syrupy sweet?” (lines 6-8). Here, decay is contrasted with artificial sweetness, suggesting that ignoring deferred dreams may cover them temporarily but does not eliminate their negative consequences. The tone remains critical and warning.
Body Paragraph 3
Finally, Hughes ends with the line, “Or does it explode?” (line 11). This stark metaphor suggests that deferred dreams can erupt into violence or social unrest. The abruptness of the final line, set apart from the previous stanzas, emphasizes the urgency and danger of systemic oppression and deferred hope.
Conclusion
Through vivid imagery, contrasting metaphors, and tone, Hughes powerfully argues that deferred dreams decay the human spirit or erupt into destructive force. His poem remains a timeless critique of social injustice.
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