	
	
	



Persuasive Speech Development & Delivery Assignment 

Information for Instructors   
Persuasive Speech Development & Delivery Assignment
Overview 
This assignment will address the Pathways outcome: Gather, interpret, and assess information from a variety of sources and points of view.

[bookmark: _Int_MA23ZMtc]Students will give a persuasive speech. To prepare for the speech, they will need to research, interpret, and critically assess diverse examples of how theatre has historically and currently been used to promote social change. They will deliver their speech arguing for the power and relevance of theatre as an agent of social transformation. 


Information for Students 
Persuasive Speech Development & Delivery Assignment
Overview
In this assignment, you will create and deliver a persuasive speech. The purpose of a persuasive speech is to convince your audience to believe in a certain idea, opinion, or point of view. For this assignment, you will be arguing for the power and relevance of theatre as an agent of social transformation.

As you develop your persuasive speech, you will: 
· Gather information from a variety of credible sources. 
· Interpret and synthesize differing points of view. 
· Demonstrate how theatre has historically and currently been used to promote social change.
· Critically assess the effectiveness of theatre in promoting change.
· Deliver your speech designed to persuade an audience using evidence-based reasoning. 

[image: Shape]Assignment Format & Guidelines 
Your persuasive speech will:  
Be 5-7 minutes in length and delivered to the class.
Include at least four credible sources, using at least one scholarly article, one performance review, and one artist interview or first-hand account. 
Demonstrate both successes and challenges of using theatre for social activism. 
[bookmark: _Int_ApORB8mX][bookmark: _Int_668d2DU7]Incorporate historical and contemporary examples to support your view.
Create a written transcript of your speech with the following parts:
An Introduction with a clear thesis statement. 
Body of the speech, with at least three main points supported by your sources and include a counter argument that acknowledges a critique of theatre’s effectiveness and rebuts it.
A conclusion that ties back to your original premise audience to support/not support theatre as a force for change. 

Assessment Criteria
Your persuasive speech will be graded on: 
Your use of credible sources.
[bookmark: _Int_DXAoHmZN]Your analysis of the sources supported by evidence. 
The persuasiveness of your speech.
[bookmark: _Int_1IKztYBb]Your delivery of your speech.

	Persuasive Speech Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaches Expectations
	Developing

	Research/Use of Sources 
(30 points)
	Uses more than four credible, diverse sources including scholarly and primary accounts; clearly integrates multiple perspectives. 
(27–30 points)
	Meets requirements of four credible and varied sources; integrates perspectives with minor gaps or inconsistencies. (21–26 points)
	Uses fewer than four sources, or sources that are somewhat credible; integration of perspectives is partially complete. (11–20 points)
	Uses unreliable or minimal sources; perspectives are not integrated. 
(0–10 points)

	Analysis & Assessment 
(30 points)
	Provides insightful, critical evaluation of all sources; connects evidence clearly to claims.
 (27–30 points)
	Provides clear analysis of most sources; some connections to claims are underdeveloped. (21–26 points)
	Provides limited analysis of sources; connections to claims are incomplete. 
(11–20 points)
	Largely summarizes sources without analysis; little or no connection to argument. 
(0–10 points)

	Persuasiveness (20 points)
	Constructs a highly compelling, well-structured argument; uses strong evidence and addresses counterarguments effectively. (17–20 points)
	Constructs a generally persuasive argument with evidence and some attention to counterarguments. (11–16 points)
	Argument is somewhat present but lacks clarity or depth; counterarguments are weakly addressed. 
(6–10 points)
	Argument is unclear, unsupported, or ignores counterarguments. (0–5 points)

	Delivery of Speech 
(20 points)
	Delivers speech with clarity, confidence, and strong audience engagement; excellent pacing and vocal variety. (17–20 points)
	Delivers speech clearly with occasional hesitations; demonstrates some audience awareness. 
(11–16 points)
	Speech delivery is somewhat clear; limited audience connection.
 (6–10 points)
	Delivery is unclear and there is no audience connection. 
(0–5 points)



Sample Student Submission

Toby Corleone
Persuasive Speech Development & Delivery
Introduction to Public Speaking

Transcript of Persuasive Speech on Theatre as a Catalyst for Social Change 
Introduction 
Imagine sitting in a darkened theatre, the lights dim, and suddenly a story unfolds before you—a story so powerful it stirs you to question injustice, to challenge inequality, and to demand change. Theatre has not merely entertained; it has incited revolutions, empowered the voiceless, and brought hidden struggles into public view. Today, I will persuade you that theatre is—and must continue to be—a vital tool for promoting social change. 
Body 
Historical Impact: Theatre as a Mirror of Society 
Throughout history, theatre has been used to reflect societal issues and provoke audiences into action. In ancient Greece, playwrights like Sophocles used tragedies to explore civic responsibility and ethical dilemmas. More recently, Bertolt Brecht's Mother Courage and Her Children challenged audiences to think critically about the human cost of war, using his "epic theatre" techniques to prevent passive watching and encourage active political engagement (Willett, 1964). 
Modern Examples: Theatre Amplifying Marginalized Voices 
Contemporary theatre continues this tradition. The Laramie Project by Moisés Kaufman and the Tectonic Theater Project dramatized the reaction to the murder of Matthew Shepard, a gay college student, in a way that spurred national conversations about hate crimes. According to a 2001 New York Times review, the play “gave voice to an entire community’s grief and struggle for understanding” (Brantley, 2001). Without theatre, these emotional truths might have remained invisible. 
Global Perspectives: Theatre for Empowerment and Healing 
Beyond the Western stage, Augusto Boal's Theatre of the Oppressed used performance to empower marginalized communities in Brazil. Boal said, “Theatre is a weapon, and it is the people who should wield it.” His interactive methods encouraged spectators to become "spect-actors," suggesting that social change is not a spectator sport but a collective action (Boal, 1979). 
Counterargument and Rebuttal 
Some critics argue that theatre's impact is limited to small, already sympathetic audiences. However, even small ripples can create larger waves. In a study published in The Journal of Applied Theatre and Performance (2020), researchers found that activist theatre projects often inspired attendees to engage in social action, from protests to community organizing. Therefore, while theatre may start in intimate spaces, its influence expands outward into society. 
Conclusion 
Theatre is a unique art form that demands empathy, invites critical thinking, and ignites action. At a time when social issues are more pressing than ever, we cannot afford to dismiss its power. We must recognize, support, and participate in theatre as a tool for change. 
Thank you. 
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