

	
	
	



Debate Assignment on Ranked Choice Voting

Information for Instructors
Debate Assignment on Ranked Choice Voting 
Overview
[bookmark: _Int_e9mQp1XB]This assignment will address the Pathways Outcome: Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically. 

In this assignment students will participate in a formal class debate on ranked-choice voting (RCV) as a method of electoral reform in the United States. Students will submit written debate text as they develop their argument. They will develop an argument, evidence sources, and consider multiple viewpoints and counter arguments.


Information for Students
Debate Assignment on Ranked Choice Voting 
Overview
In this assignment, you will participate in a class debate on ranked choice voting (RCV). You will choose whether you want to argue in support or oppose RCV, research your position by identifying credible sources and submit the text of your debate speech with a list of references.
As you work to complete this assignment, you will: 
· Conduct research on RCV and identify relevant sources.
· Synthesize points of view to develop an argument for and against RCV.
· Develop written text for your part in the debate.

Assignment Format & Guidelines
Your debate statement will: 
· Research the issue by identifying and using a range of reliable sources, such as academic articles, policy research centers, news media, government, or nonprofit organizations
· Include 3-5 sources to support your position and present counterarguments or opposing evidence.
· Be a 1–2-minute script (about 200–300 words) that you will present during the debate that includes clear thesis or stance; at least two pieces of cited evidence supporting your position; at least one counterargument, with analysis or rebuttal and critical evaluation of the evidence/



Assessment Criteria
Your debate statement will be graded on: 
· The strength of the support for the position you chose.
· The evidence you identified and used. 
· Your analysis of the evidence you used. 
· The organization of your statement. 
· The sources you included. 

	Debate Script Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaching Expectations
	Developing

	Clarity of Argument 
(25 points)
	Presents a clear, focused, and compelling argument; precise wording and logical flow.
(23–25 points)
	Presents a generally clear argument; clarity or focus is somewhat appropriate.
(19–22 points)
	Argument is attempted but lacks depth, precision, or has noticeable gaps in logic.
(15–18 points)
	Argument is unclear, confusing, or lacks a logical structure.
(0–14 points)

	Use of Evidence (25 points)
	Integrates multiple credible sources effectively; evidence is relevant and persuasive.
(23–25 points)
	Uses some credible evidence; mostly relevant.
(19–22 points)
	Uses limited evidence or evidence is only partially relevant.
(15–18 points)
	Minimal use of evidence; lacks relevance or accuracy.
(0–14 points)

	Critical Analysis (25 points)
	Shows deep analysis, including rebuttals and multiple perspectives.
(23–25 points)
	Demonstrates some analysis; some attempts to address counterarguments.
(19–22 points)
	Analysis is attempted but superficial or one-sided; limited engagement with counterarguments.
(15–18 points)
	Lacks true analysis; mostly summary or one-sided reasoning.
(0–14 points)

	Organization & Style
(15 points)
	Well-organized; strong transitions and professional tone.
(14–15 points)
	Organized with minor issues in flow or tone.
(11–13 points)
	Somewhat organized but flow or tone is inconsistent.
(6–10 points)
	Disorganized or difficult to follow; tone is not appropriate.
(0–5 points)

	Source Identification 
(10 points)
	Provides 3–5 credible sources.
(9–10 points)
	Provides 2–3 sources.
(6–8 points)
	Provides only one source or sources lack diversity.
(3–5 points)
	Incomplete or missing sources.
(0–2 points)




Sample Student Submission

Name: Ana Rodriguez
Side: Pro Ranked-Choice Voting
Role: Opening Statement
Good afternoon. Today, I argue in favor of implementing ranked-choice voting (RCV) in U.S. elections to promote a more representative democracy. Unlike the current plurality system, RCV ensures that winning candidates have the support of a majority—not just a plurality—of voters. According to a 2021 Pew Research Center report, cities that have adopted RCV, such as San Francisco and Minneapolis, show increased voter satisfaction and more diverse candidate pools.

Additionally, RCV discourages negative campaigning. A study by the Journal of Political Marketing found that candidates in RCV elections are more likely to reach across ideological lines to gain second- or third-choice votes, which contributes to more civil discourse.

Critics argue that RCV is confusing or suppresses turnout. However, a 2022 study from the Electoral Reform Society found that voter understanding increases with proper education campaigns, and turnout has remained stable in RCV cities.

In conclusion, ranked-choice voting fosters majority rule, encourages civility, and reflects the true preferences of voters. With the right voter education, RCV can strengthen—not weaken—our democratic process.
Source List:
1. Pew Research Center (2021) – Supports: Data on voter satisfaction in cities with RCV
2.  Journal of Political Marketing (2020) – Supports: Study on campaign tone and civility
3. Washington Post Editorial (2022) – Rebuts: Claims RCV is confusing for voters
4. Electoral Reform Society Report (2022) – Supports: Analysis of turnout trends and voter education impact
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