	
	
	



Culture Through Stories: Literature Analysis Assignment

Information for Instructors
Culture through Stories: Literature Analysis Assignment
Overview
This assignment will address the Pathways outcome: Gather, interpret and assess information from a variety of sources and points of view. 

[bookmark: _Int_hZsVi98G]In this assignment, students will explore how cultural practices, values, and beliefs are portrayed in literature and ethnographic writing. They will also evaluate how different sources present diverse cultural perspectives. Additionally, students will have the opportunity to reflect on what they learned and how their cultural views have changed as a result of completing this assignment.


Information for Students
Culture through Stories: Literature Analysis Assignment
Overview
In this assignment you will choose a novel, memoir, or ethnography that presents the worldview or cultural practices of a group different from your own. You will then locate two additional sources (e.g., scholarly articles, documentaries, or anthropological essays) that offer different viewpoints or complementary insights on the same cultural group or topic.

As you work on this assignment, you will:
Summarize the work you selected.
Identify the cultural group portrayed.
Highlight key themes related to cultural practices, identity, or beliefs.
Analyze perspectives (how culture is represented in the work; biases or points of view presented).
Compare the work you chose with two additional sources.
Include a written reflection about what you learned and how has your understanding of culture has evolved. 

Assignment Format & Guidelines
Your literature analysis will: 
Be 1,000–1,200 words.
Include citations. 
Use appropriate academic language and tone.
Assessment Criteria
Your paper will be graded on your: 
Selection of the main text. 
Summary of sources. 
Interpretation and comparison of perspectives. 
Evaluation of information.
Written reflection.
Organization and clarity of your paper, including appropriate use of grammar, writing mechanics, and citations.

	Culture Through Stories: Literature Review Assignment Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaching Expectations
	Developing

	Selection & Summary of Sources 
(20 points)
	Strong, relevant main text and two well-chosen, diverse sources that are clearly and accurately summarized.
(18–20 points)
	Appropriate main text and two sources that are summarized with some detail and clarity.
(14–17 points)
	Main text or sources are present but only partially relevant, or summaries are general.
(10–13 points)
	Inappropriate or vague selection of sources; summaries are unclear or inaccurate.
(0–9 points)

	Interpretation & Comparison of Perspectives
 (30 points)
	Insightful, critical analysis of differing perspectives with clear synthesis across all sources.
(27–30 points)
	Reasonable interpretation and some comparison of viewpoints across sources.
(21–26 points)
	Interpretation shows limited depth; some attempts at comparison but incomplete.
(15–20 points)
	Inaccurate interpretation; little or no comparison.
(0–14 points)

	Evaluation of Information
 (25 points)
	Thoughtfully evaluates credibility, context, and potential biases in all sources.
(23–25 points)
	Some evaluation of source credibility and context, though incomplete.
(18–22 points)
	Attempts evaluation attempted but lacks depth or misses key elements like bias or context.
(13–17 points)
	Minimal or no evaluation 
(0–12 points)

	Organization & Clarity 
(15 points)
	Clear, well-organized, and logically structured writing, with strong transitions.
(13–15 points)
	Organization is adequate; writing is mostly clear.
(9–12 points)
	Writing shows some organization but clarity and flow are inconsistent.
(6–8 points)
	Not well organized or unclear writing that hinders understanding.
(0–5 points)

	Mechanics & Citations
 (10 points)
	Virtually free of errors; uses APA or MLA citation style correctly.
(9–10 points)
	Few errors in grammar or citation style.
(6–8 points)
	Several grammar issues or inconsistent citation use.
(3–5 points)
	Numerous grammar issues; missing or incorrect citations.
(0–2 points)




Sample Student Submission (Excerpt)
Amos Newman
Introduction to Anthropology
Literature Analysis

Title: Culture and Conflict in “The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down”

Anne Fadiman’s The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down presents a poignant case study of cultural misunderstanding between a Hmong refugee family and the American medical system. The book centers on Lia Lee, a child with epilepsy, and the cultural conflict that arises from differing beliefs about illness and healing.

Fadiman presents the Hmong worldview with empathy, showing how spiritual beliefs guide health practices. To broaden my understanding, I examined an academic article on Hmong health practices (Lee & Xiong, 2013) and a PBS documentary on refugee healthcare access.

These sources reveal tensions between biomedicine and traditional practices. While Fadiman focuses on the micro-level of one family's experience, Lee and Xiong analyze systemic barriers to culturally responsive care. The documentary adds personal testimonies from Hmong elders, some of whom view U.S. hospitals with fear.

Together, these sources illustrate the complexity of cultural interaction. The key insight I gained is that even well-intentioned professionals may unintentionally perpetuate harm without cultural humility. This assignment deepened my ability to analyze multiple viewpoints and challenged my assumptions about cross-cultural communication.
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