	
	
	



Comparative Strategy Analysis Assignment

Information for Instructors
Comparative Strategy Analysis Assignment
Overview
This assignment addresses the Pathways outcome: Produce well-reasoned written or oral arguments using evidence to support conclusions. 

In this assignment, students will compare two statistical strategies or analytical approaches used in business decision-making. They will describe each strategy, analyze their strengths and limitations using evidence from course concepts and real-world applications, and argue which is more effective in a specific business context. This assignment builds skills in quantitative reasoning, critical evaluation, and professional writing skills essential for business analytics.

Information for Students
Comparative Strategy Analysis Assignment
Overview
For this assignment, you will write a comparative strategy analysis evaluating two statistical strategies or analytical approaches (for example, regression vs. time series forecasting, descriptive vs. inferential analysis, or two different sampling methods) covered in this course. You will describe each strategy, analyze its strengths and limitations, and argue which is more effective for a specific business context, supporting your conclusion with evidence and examples.

Assignment Format & Guidelines
As you work on this assignment you will:
Select two statistical strategies or analytical approaches relevant to business decision-making.
Describe each strategy clearly, including how it works and when it is used.
Analyze strengths and limitations of each strategy using course concepts and real-world examples.
Argue which strategy is more effective for a chosen business application, supporting your conclusion with evidence.
Include at least one source of information you used. 
Organize your writing clearly and professionally.
Assessment Criteria
Your comparative strategy analysis paper will be graded on:
Your paper’s thesis and introduction.
[bookmark: _Int_pJPLgcYw][bookmark: _Int_NkbSCTQe]The descriptions of the strategies you chose.
[bookmark: _Int_cmmTZU6b]Your arguments for each strategy and the evidence you used to support your arguments.
Analysis of the strengths and limitations of each strategy.
Your paper’s organization and length (3-4 pages)  

	Comparative Strategy Analysis Assignment Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaches Expectations
	Developing

	Thesis & Introduction
 (20 points)
	Develops an insightful thesis with a strong introduction framing the analysis.
(18–20 points)
	Develops a clear thesis with an adequate introduction.
(14–17 points)
	Thesis or introduction is attempted but lacks clarity or depth.
(10–13 points)
	Thesis or introduction is unclear or missing.
(0–9 points)

	Description of Strategies 
(20 points)
	Describe both strategies thoroughly and clearly with examples.
(18–20 points)
	Describe both strategies clearly with general examples.
(14–17 points)
	Description of strategies is incomplete or somewhat vague.
(10–13 points)
	Provides minimal or unclear descriptions.
(0–9 points)

	Analysis of Strengths & Limitations 
(20 points)
	Critically analyze strengths and limitations with sophisticated insight and evidence.
(18–20 points)
	Analyzes strengths and limitations with general insight and some evidence.
(14–17 points)
	Analysis is attempted but superficial or with limited evidence.
(10–13 points)
	Provides minimal or unclear analysis without evidence.
(0–9 points)

	Comparative Argument & Conclusion 
(20 points)
	Develops a well-reasoned, evidence-based argument with clear conclusion.
(18–20 points)
	Develops a clear argument with some supporting evidence and conclusion.
(14–17 points)
	Argument and conclusion are attempted but underdeveloped or need to be better supported.
(10–13 points)
	Provides minimal or unsupported arguments and conclusions.
(0–9 points)

	Organization, Writing & Visuals (10 points)
	Writing is exceptionally clear, organized, and professional.
(9–10 points)
	Writing is mostly clear and organized.
(6–8 points)
	Writing shows some organization but includes noticeable errors or lack of clarity.
(3–5 points)
	Writing lacks clarity or organization.
(0–2 points)

	Citation & Format (10 points)
	Uses ethical attribution and APA citation flawlessly; adheres fully to guidelines.
(9–10 points)
	Uses APA citation with few errors; mostly adheres to guidelines.
(6–8 points)
	Uses citation inconsistently; some errors in APA formatting.
(3–5 points)
	Uses citation incorrectly or format is not APA.
(0–2 points)



Sample Student Submission (excerpt)

Stephen Jobs
Comparative Strategy Analysis Assignment
BUS 215: Business Statistics


Comparative Strategy Analysis: Regression Analysis vs. Time Series Forecasting 
Introduction
This paper compares regression analysis and time series forecasting as statistical strategies for business decision-making. I argue that while both are useful, time series forecasting is more effective for sales projections in seasonal retail contexts because it accounts for temporal patterns.
Description of Strategies
Regression analysis examines the relationship between dependent and independent variables to predict outcomes. For example, linear regression models sales as a function of advertising spend.
Time series forecasting uses historical data ordered in time to predict future values, identifying trends and seasonality. Techniques include moving averages and exponential smoothing.
Analysis of Strengths & Limitations
Regression analysis is powerful for assessing factor impact, such as the effect of pricing changes on sales (Keller, 2021). However, it assumes data independence and often overlooks autocorrelation in time-based data, reducing accuracy in sequential predictions.
Time series forecasting captures trends and seasonal variations, essential in industries with cyclical patterns like retail or tourism (Makridakis et al., 2018). Its limitation is that it relies heavily on continuing historical patterns, which can be disrupted by external shocks.
Comparative Argument & Conclusion
For seasonal retail sales projections, time series forecasting is superior. For example, exponential smoothing accurately predicts holiday sales peaks based on prior years, while regression fails to incorporate seasonality without extensive dummy variables.
Conclusion
Both strategies are valuable, but time series forecasting better supports sales decision-making in seasonal contexts by accounting for temporal dynamics.
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