	
	
	



Art & Activism Presentation Assignment

Information for Instructors
Art & Activism Presentation Assignment
Overview
This assignment addresses the Pathways outcome: Evaluate evidence and arguments critically. 

Students will engage critically with the role of art in activism. The assignment provides an opportunity for students to evaluate visual arguments, interpret symbolic evidence, articulate informed critiques, and create a presentation. The presentation format fosters oral communication skills and the ability to synthesize diverse sources into coherent arguments. This assignment helps students practice analyzing arguments and evaluating evidence, skills central to both art interpretation and activism.


Information for Students
Art & Activism Presentation Assignment
Overview
In this assignment, you will choose a piece of art and analyze its activist message, the evidence it uses, and how effectively it communicates its argument. You will research the context of the artwork, including the artist’s intent and the issue it addresses. You will then prepare a PowerPoint presentation to share your findings with the class. This assignment helps you practice analyzing arguments and evaluating evidence, skills central to both art interpretation and activism.
As you work on this assignment, you will:
· Select an artwork.
· Write a brief description of the artwork and its context (who created it, when, and for what purpose),
· Describe the artwork’s central argument or message.
· Evaluate how evidence supports the artist's message.
· Critique the artist’s effectiveness in transmitting their message.
· Include at least three sources.
· [bookmark: _Int_FoHpqlTU]Produce a 6-8 minute presentation accompanied by a slide deck.

Assignment Format & Guidelines
Your art and activism assignment will:
· Include at least three cited sources. 
· Be submitted as a slide deck 
· Be presented to the class as a 6–8-minute speech.


Assessment Criteria
Your assignment will be graded on:
· Your description of the artwork, its context, and its central argument or message. 
· [bookmark: _Int_WkElbDHV]Your evaluation of the artwork’s effectiveness in transmitting its intended message.
· Your evaluation of evidence.
· [bookmark: _Int_TQHH1kSU] Use of at least three sources. 

	Art & Activism Assignment Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaching Expectations 
	Developing 

	Artwork & Context Description
(20 points)
	Artwork and context explained with specific details, precision, and insights.
(18-20 points)
	Artwork and context are clearly described with sufficient detail.
(14-17 points)
	Artwork or context is vague, unclear, or incomplete.
(11–14 points)
	Artwork or context is missing, highly unclear, or inaccurate. 
(0-13 points)

	Argument Identification
(20 points)

	[bookmark: _Int_XD7hjYeZ]Central message is powerfully and insightfully identified.
(18-20 points)
	[bookmark: _Int_8OsfHQVp]Central message is clearly identified.
(14-17 points)

	Message is unclear or only partially identified.
(11–14 points)
	Message is missing, inaccurate, unclear or weakly identified.
(0-13 points)

	Evaluation of Evidence
(20 points)

	Evidence is analyzed critically and insightfully; evaluation is nuanced.
(18-20 points)
	Some critical evaluation with relevant evidence.
(14-17 points)

	Limited evaluation of evidence; analysis is general or superficial.
(11–14 points)
	No evaluation of evidence; analysis is confusing or misinterpreted.

(0-13 points)

	Critical Engagement with Argument
(20 points)

	[bookmark: _Int_OHAnq8m0]Effectiveness of the argument is thoughtfully critiqued with strong reasoning.
(18-20 points)
	Some critique of the argument’s effectiveness with support.
(14-17 points)
	Critique lacks depth, reasoning, or sufficient support.
(11–14 points)
	No critique or unsupported statements. 
(0-13 points)

	PowerPoint Presentation 
(20 points)


	Content of presentation is highly accurate, visually appealing and   delivered in a professional manner.
(18-20 points)
	[bookmark: _Int_MDkzcqbt]Content of the presentation is accurate and delivered in an acceptable manner.
(14-17 points)

	Content has some inaccuracies; delivery lacks professionalism.
(11–14 points)
	Content is inaccurate, organization needs improvement; presentation is not professional.
(0-13 points)







Sample Student Response (Text Version)

Gina Lesh
Art & Activism Presentation Assignment (text version)
Art History 

Shepard Fairey's *We the People* Series: Visual Protest in the Trump Era'
Slide 1 – Introduction
I selected *We the People* by Shepard Fairey, a series of posters released during the 2017 U.S. presidential inauguration. These works feature portraits of women from diverse racial and religious backgrounds with captions like “Defend Dignity” and “Protect Each Other.”
Slide 2 – Central Message
The artwork argues for unity, inclusiveness, and resistance to xenophobia. It positions diversity as a strength and directly counters anti-immigration rhetoric.
Slide 3 – Evaluating the Evidence
Visual cues (American flag patterns, solemn expressions, direct gaze) signal patriotism and resistance. The use of propaganda aesthetics evokes wartime and protest posters — drawing historical parallels. Distribution in newspapers and public spaces amplified the message democratically.
Slide 4 – Critical Evaluation
The argument is powerful visually but lacks specificity. While emotionally resonant, it doesn’t explain policies or provide data. However, that’s the strength of activist art: its emotional immediacy mobilizes rather than informs. By balancing beauty with urgency, Fairey offers a compelling call to action — even if it’s more evocative than analytical.
Slide 5 – Conclusion
Fairey's series succeeds in evoking solidarity and resistance, though it’s strongest when paired with deeper engagement outside the gallery.
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