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[bookmark: _Toc205284619][bookmark: _Toc206737776]Overview
This assignment addresses the Pathways outcome: Evaluate evidence and arguments critically or analytically. 

[bookmark: _Int_RsHEivgn]In this assignment, students will submit an annotated draft of their upcoming literary analysis essay. They will draft their introduction, thesis, and body paragraphs, and add marginal annotations reflecting on their use of evidence, argumentation, and analysis. This assignment builds metacognition, critical evaluation, and revision planning skills.
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[bookmark: _Toc205284622][bookmark: _Toc206737779]Overview
[bookmark: _Int_xbCbTb7f][bookmark: _Int_yaL19EQ6]For this assignment, you will submit an annotated draft of your upcoming literary analysis essay. You will draft your introduction, thesis, and at least two body paragraphs with evidence from your selected text(s). In the margins or in bold brackets within your document, you will add annotations reflecting on your use of evidence and analysis. This assignment will help you evaluate your own arguments critically and plan for final revisions.

As you work on this assignment, you will:
· Draft your essay introduction with a clear thesis statement.
· Draft at least two body paragraphs with textual evidence and analysis.
· [bookmark: _Int_JhauLuUW]Add annotations reflecting on how your evidence supports your thesis.
· Evaluate the strengths and areas for improvement in your analysis.
· Plan at least one revision for each annotated section.

[bookmark: _Toc205284623][bookmark: _Toc206737780]Assignment Format & Guidelines
Your annotated draft will:
· Be 2–3 pages in length, typed and double-spaced, using a 12-point font.
· Use in-text citations and include a Works Cited page.
· Include annotations in brackets [like this] or as marginal comments if submitting a Word comment-enabled document.
· Use appropriate academic writing with complete sentences and proper grammar.

[bookmark: _Toc205284624][bookmark: _Toc206737781]Assessment Criteria
Your annotated draft will be graded on:
· [bookmark: _Int_vHS0xVKD]Your introduction, including a clear thesis.
· At least two body paragraphs with evidence and analysis.
· [bookmark: _Int_17RJ1wqS]Annotations reflecting on evidence and argument.
· Evaluation of the strengths and areas for revision in the draft.
· Use of attributions and citations.
· Use of academic writing that is clear, organized, and coherent with correct grammar, punctuation, and formatting.

	Annotated Essay Draft Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Approaches Expectations
	Developing

	Thesis & Introduction
(20 points)
	Clear, insightful thesis with a strong introduction. 
(18–20 points)
	Clear thesis with an adequate introduction. 
(14–17 points)
	Thesis is present but vague, or not fully supported by the introduction.
(10-13 points)
	Thesis is not clearly present or introduction is limited. 
(0–9 points)

	Body Paragraphs & Evidence
(20 points)

	Drafts two or more body paragraphs with strong textual evidence and analysis. 
(18–20 points)
	Drafts two body paragraphs with textual evidence and some analysis.
(14–17 points)
	Drafts fewer than two body paragraphs, or evidence/analysis is weak or only partially relevant.
(10-13 points)
	[bookmark: _Int_jIoLXIuN]Drafts one body paragraph or evidence and analysis are not present.
(0–9 points)

	Annotations & Reflection
(20 points)

	Provides thorough, thoughtful annotations reflecting critical evaluation. 
(18–20 points)
	Provides annotations reflecting general evaluation of draft.
(14–17 points)
	Provides few annotations (more than two) that are unclear, vague, or do not clearly evaluate the draft.
(10-13 points)
	Provides no annotations or one or two that are unclear annotations. 
(0–9 points)

	Evaluation & Revision Planning
(20 points)

	Critically evaluates argument strengths and areas for revision with clear plans.
 (18–20 points)
	Evaluates strengths and areas for revision with general plans. 
(14–17 points)
	Provides minimal or vague evaluation; revision plans lack detail.
(10-13 points)
	Provides minimal and unclear evaluation or revision plans. 
(0–9 points)

	Organization & Writing
(10 points)

	Writing is exceptionally clear, organized, and academic with virtually no errors. 
(9–10 points)
	Writing is mostly clear and organized with few errors. 
(7–8 points)
	Writing has some issues with clarity, organization, or tone that affect the readability.
(5-6 points)
	Writing lacks clarity, organization, or academic tone. 
(0–4 points)

	Citation & Format
(10 points)

	Uses attributions and citations flawlessly.
(9–10 points)
	Uses attributions and citations with few errors. 
(7–8 points)
	Uses citations and attributions inconsistently, with some errors.
(5-6 points)
	Uses citation and attributions incorrectly or does not adhere to guidelines.
(0–4 points)





[bookmark: _Toc206737782]Sample Student Submission

Liz Taylor 
Annotated Essay Draft 
World Literature

Introduction
Chinua Achebe’s *Things Fall Apart* examines the disintegration of Igbo society amid the pressures of British colonial rule and entrenched gender norms. [Annotation: Revised this thesis to be more analytical, emphasizing both colonial and gender critique.] This essay argues that Achebe uses Okonkwo’s downfall to critique how hypermasculinity, when rigidly enforced, not only destabilizes the individual but also undermines cultural resilience.
Body Paragraph 1
Achebe portrays Okonkwo as consumed by a fear of weakness, rooted in his rejection of his father’s perceived effeminacy. For example, “Okonkwo was not a man to stop beating somebody half-way through, not even for fear of a goddess” (Achebe 30). [Annotation: This quote reflects violent masculinity, but I’ll strengthen the link to the inherited trauma.] Okonkwo’s aggressive behavior—meant to distance himself from Unoka’s legacy—leads to morally questionable decisions and alienation from his family and tribe. Achebe critiques the cultural equation of masculinity with violence by showing how such a framework leaves little room for emotional intelligence or communal harmony. [Annotation: I plan to make this connection even more explicit in the final draft.]
Body Paragraph 2
Okonkwo’s refusal to show vulnerability also hinders his ability to adapt to colonial disruption. Achebe writes, “He was deeply grieved…But he was not the man to go about telling his neighbors that he was in despair” (Achebe 153). [Annotation: Adding more historical context here could clarify why vulnerability mattered.] This emotional repression blinds Okonkwo to potential allies and alternatives, deepening his sense of isolation. His eventual suicide—an act both personal and symbolic—demonstrates how rigid masculinity prevents meaningful resistance or reconciliation in the face of imperial power. Achebe uses this downfall to suggest that survival in a colonized society requires adaptability, not dominance.
Body Paragraph 3
Achebe contrasts Okonkwo with characters like Obierika, who, though less traditionally ‘masculine,’ exhibit introspection and openness to dialogue. [Annotation: This comparative point will be expanded with more textual evidence.] Obierika questions customs, mourns colonial intrusion, and survives by balancing skepticism with empathy. His character functions as a counterpoint, illustrating that masculinity rooted in community and reflection is more sustainable. This contrast enhances Achebe’s argument that narrow definitions of gender roles hinder not only personal growth but also collective adaptation.

Evaluation & Revision Planning
[Annotation: I believe my thesis is strong and focused. I plan to expand the third paragraph with more evidence from Obierika’s dialogue and consider reorganizing the order of paragraphs to build more logically toward the argument’s climax.] I also aim to clarify the historical context of colonialism’s pressure on gender roles in Igbo society, particularly how British ideals of masculinity intensified the crisis. Improving transitions between paragraphs and ensuring each annotation serves a specific reflective purpose will be key revision goals.

Works Cited
Achebe, Chinua. *Things Fall Apart*. Anchor Books, 1994.
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