	
	
	



Annotated Bibliography Assignment

Information for Instructors
Annotated Bibliography Assignment
Overview
This assignment addresses the Pathways outcome: Demonstrate research skills using appropriate technology, including gathering, evaluating, and synthesizing primary and secondary sources.

In this assignment, students will compile an annotated bibliography on a topic relevant to their research paper. Each annotation will summarize the source, evaluate its credibility, and explain its relevance to the student’s developing argument or perspective. This assignment helps build academic research fluency and source literacy.


Information for Students
Annotated Bibliography Assignment
Overview
For this assignment, you will submit an annotated bibliography that you will eventually use for your research paper. You will locate and cite at least four sources, a combination of primary and secondary sources, using MLA format. Each entry needs to include an annotation in paragraph form (5–7 sentences). 

As part of this assignment, you will:
· Summarize the source’s main argument or findings.
· [bookmark: _Int_dupksM5K]Evaluate the source’s credibility (e.g., author expertise, publication, bias).
· Explain how the source contributes to your developing argument or understanding of your topic.

Assignment Format & Guidelines
Your annotated bibliography will:
· Be 1–3 pages in length, double spaced, using 12-point font.
· Include annotations of 5–7 sentences each, placed directly below each citation.
· Include at least four sources, in MLA format (a mix of primary and secondary, as relevant to your topic).
· Demonstrate proper grammar, sentence structure, and academic tone.

Assessment Criteria
Your annotated bibliography will be graded on:
· Selection of appropriate, credible primary and secondary sources.
· Quality of annotations (summary, evaluation, and relevance).
· Organization, clarity, formatting, and correct use of MLA citation style.

	Annotated Bibliography Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations 
	Meets Expectations 
	Approaches Expectations 
	Developing 

	Source Selection (40 points)
	Includes four or more appropriate, credible sources (balanced mix of primary/secondary); shows initiative in research scope 
(36–40 points)
	Includes four sources; mostly appropriate and credible; meets basic requirements 
(28–35 points)
	Includes fewer than four sources, or several sources are only somewhat relevant/credible; research shows limited depth or range.
(20-26 points)
	Includes one to two sources, that sources lack relevance or credibility 
(0–19 points)

	Annotation Quality 
(40 points)
	Each annotation provides clear summary, evaluation of credibility, and relevance; writing is analytical and specific 
(36–40 points)
	Most annotations include summary and some evaluation and relevance 
(28–35 points)
	Annotations have limited detail; mostly description; little evaluation of sources.
(20-26 points)
	Annotations are incomplete, vague, or descriptive only with no evaluation. 
(0–19 points)

	Citation & Format
(20 points)
	All citations and formatting follow MLA style; no errors; writing is clear, academic, and well-organized 
(18-20 points)
	Few formatting or grammar issues; mostly correct MLA citation style
(14-17 points)
	Noticeable errors in MLA formatting, citations, or grammar that somewhat affect clarity or professionalism.
(10–13 points)
	Considerable number of formatting, citation, or grammar issues interfere with clarity or professionalism 
(0-12 points)



Sample Student Submission

Virginia Lupus
Annotated Bibliography
English Composition II

Topic: The Impact of Social Media on Adolescent Mental Health
Twenge, Jean M. “Have Smartphones Destroyed a Generation?” The Atlantic, Sept. 2017.
Twenge argues that the widespread adoption of smartphones has drastically changed adolescent behavior and mental health, leading to increases in loneliness, depression, and anxiety. [Annotation: This is a secondary source from a credible magazine with data-based arguments. Twenge is a psychology professor, which adds credibility.] The article is useful for providing broad trends and public concern about smartphone use. It supports my argument that social media contributes to rising mental health issues among teens, especially in relation to screen time and sleep disruption.

Odgers, Candice L., and Michaeline R. Jensen. “Adolescent Mental Health in the Digital Age: Facts, Fears, and Future Directions.” Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, vol. 61, no. 3, 2020, pp. 336–348.
This peer-reviewed study explores the relationship between digital media use and adolescent mental health, offering a nuanced perspective that challenges overly negative portrayals. [Annotation: This is a scholarly, peer-reviewed article and adds a counterargument to my position.] The authors found that moderate use of social media does not necessarily correlate with poor mental health. I plan to use this source to acknowledge and respond to counterarguments in my final paper.

Instagram User Poll Data, 2023.
I conducted a class survey using Instagram’s story poll feature, asking high school students about their social media habits and feelings after using certain platforms. [Annotation: This is a primary source because I gathered the data myself.] Although informal, this source offers real-time, peer-generated responses that I can quote to demonstrate the personal experiences of teens. I will use this data to complement the scholarly and journalistic evidence with a direct perspective from the population being discussed.

Anderson, Monica, and Jingjing Jiang. “Teens, Social Media & Technology 2018.” Pew Research Center, 2018.
This national study reports on teens’ social media use patterns, including preferences by platform and differences by gender and socioeconomic status. [Annotation: Pew is a respected source for social science data, and this report provides essential context.] The statistics and charts help to show the widespread and normalized use of social media among teens. This supports my background section and adds credibility through solid demographic data.
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