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GENDER, SEXUALITY AND
LANGUAGE



Gender Performativity

e Performative

— Gendered identities emerge through iterations of
acts endorsed as gendered with in a society

* Need to look at communities of practice to
find local meanings of categories like female
and male



e All gender is performative
— People can perform male
— People can perform female

* When one is directly indexing masculinity,
what are they indirectly indexing?



Masculinity

e Kiesling, S.F. (1998). Men’s identities and
sociolinguistic variation: The case of fraternity
men. Journal of Sociolinguistics, 2(1): 69-99.

* In the Kiesling (1998) article, what was being
indexed directly and indirectly by

— Speed
— Mack
— Waterson



* Read one of the articles with a partner
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* Identify the variable and what the variants directly and indirectly index



